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NOTICE. 


The work now published occupied the attention of the 
late JVIr. Ersldne, as he mentions, thi'ough many years, 
being pursued with that carefulness and deliberation, 
with that anxiety to be accurate, which characterised 
all his literary labours : the object he had thus perse- 
veringly in view is sufficiently explained in the fol- 
lomng preface, which he himself prepared, — that of 
constructing the liistory of some of the most important 
periods in the annals of India on a wider and more 
comprehensive basis than the sole authority of the 
compilation of Ferishta, to which, almost exclusively, 
European writers had hitherto had recourse. * That 
more ample materials existed for the elucidation of 
Indian history in all its stages, — materials even more 
abundant than those employed by Ferishta, — Mr. 
Erskine’s studies made him fully aware ; and his 
thorough acquaintance with the language of the au- 
thorities that were available enabled him to derive* 
from them all the information they were calculated to 
afford. The consequence has been the present au- 
thentic record of an interesting and important period 
■Ji^^ian history. 
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NOTICE. 


The design of Mr. ErsMne originally contemplated 
the whole of the reigns of the princes of the dynasty 
of Taiinur in India, from the accession of Baber to the 
end of the sovereignty of Anrungzlb, including the 
previous occurrences of the life of Baber, and a general 
account of the Tartar tribes of Transoxiana. Ample 
materials had been collected by him and translated 
for this purpose, but he had found time only for the 
completion of the first portion of his task, — the lives 
of Baber and Humdyun, — ^the latter including a history 
of Shir Shah and the Pattan princes by whom Hu- 
mdyun was, for a season, driven from his throne. The 
life of Baber has been in some degree anticipated by 
Mr. Erskine himself, in his valuable translation of that 
prince’s autobiography ; but in the present work, we 
have the testimony of contemporary and subsequent 
authorities in addition to his own, and especially that 
of the great historian of the Mongol races, Haider 
Mi'rza, the author of the Tarikh-e-Reshidi — a work 
■which Mr. Erskine recommends strongly for transla- 
tion and publication. Other authentic -writers are also 
now for the first time made to contribute to the 
elucidation of the reigns of Baber and his son ; and 
we may consider this portion of the Mohammedan 
goveimment of India as fully and finally elucidated. 



AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


When there are already so many histories of India 
in the English language, it may reasonably be asked, 
why an attempt should be made to add another to the 
number. 

The idea of the following work suggested itself many 
years ago, from observing on how limited a foundation 
most of our general histories of India were raised, the 
brief but judicious abridgment of Ferishta forming, in 
truth, the basis of them all. It seemed to me that a 
nation possessing such an empire as that of the British 
in India ought to have some ampler record of the trans- 
actions of the different dynasties which preceded their 
" own in that country. The most natural and effectual 
means of supplying this want would certainly be a 
general edition of the historians of India, — a Corpus 
Scriptorum Historic Indiem. But the least reflection 
shows that the necessary extent of such a work, joined 
to the very small number of readers, whether native or 
European, who call for, or are likely to avail themselves 
of it, if completed, makes it an undertaking, useful and 
desirable as it may be, that must be postponed to a 
distant period. Indeed, the ardour of British enter- 
prise has not achieved such a collection even of the 
historians of our native land. 

The various Histories of India that have been pub- 
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lished have been written with various objects. The 
volumes of Mill, as might be expected from any pro- 
duction of a man of his talents, arc full of valuable 
materials, and, in spite of the disadvantage of being 
devoted to a particular system, evince an extraordinary 
union of acuteness, industry and ingenuity. But his 
narrative of early events is brief, and hurried over 
with rapidity. The later productions of different able 
writers, how'ever useful, and however well adapted to 
their object as popular compilations, have added little 
to the amount of what was previously known.* 

The History of India by the Honourable Mountstuart 
Elphiiistoue is indeed a work of a very different and 
much higher class. The rapid sketch of the early and 
Hindii. state of India, contained in the first volume, 
exhibits such a concentration of a vast mass of reading 
and observation into a small comj)ass, enriched by a 
perfect personal knowledge of the present state of the 
country, its inhabitants, and their habits of thought, as 
is hardly to be equalled in the whole range of literature. 
If or are the views of the genius, character and go- 
vernment of the Musulmans in the subsequent part of 
the work, and the characters of the different agents who 
appear upon the stage, touched with a less masterly 
hand. With a rare union of wide research, profound 
reflection, and pregnant brevity, we ever5rwhere mark 
the impress of the statesman, the moralist and the 
s'cholar. It will pi’obably long continue to be the 
classical history to introduce the inquirer of every de- 

It is liaidly necessary to remark that the works of Professor Wilson 
and Sii Henry Elliot had not appeared when this was written. 



author’s tbeface. 


IX 


nomination to a correct knowledge of India. Had the 
narrative of the transactions of the princes of the House 
of 2?aimur, much of which is drawn from new and 
original sources, been as minute as it is faithful and 
interesting, the present work would never have seen 
the light. And yet, perhaps, the extent of narrative 
which it contains, is as much as the great majority of 
European readers may require or endui’e. 

The object of the following pages is far more humble. 
It is to furnish, from a comparison of as many of the 
original historians of India as were accessible to the 
author, such a narrative of public events during the 
reigns of the first six Emperors of the House of Taimur, 
from Btiber to Aurengzib, as might be at once more 
minute and raoi*e authentic than, so far as the author 
knows, has yet appeared in any European language. 
During the two first of these reigns, — those of Baber 
and Huinayun, — there is rather a want of continuous 
contemporary authorities : and the desire to supply, as 
far as possible, the deficiencies of the ordinary histories 
may, by many, be thought to have led to the opposite 
extreme of too great detail, in the narrative now given 
of these reigns. For the four last reigns the materials 
are abundant, even to superfluity, so that there is less 
temptation to fall into such an error. 

The period, commencing with the invasion of B&ber, 
and ending with the death of Aurengzib, was chosen as 
containing a very memorable portion of Indian history. 
The preceding periods are less perfectly known. The 
period that follows presents to our view the decline, 
and, in the end, the breaking-up of the Empire. A 
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history of the period between these two, — that of the 
earlier princes of the House of Taimur, containing their 
original entrance into the country, and the gradual 
progress of their arms, till the empire reached its entire 
and most flourishing state, — seemed to form a natural 
foundation for the modem history of India, when those 
later contests with Europeans began, which have 
changed the whole face of things. The early trans- 
actions of the Portuguese and Dutch affected only the 
outskirts of the empire ; those with the French and 
English, during the last century, affected its very 
centre, and, in their results, have shaken it to pieces. 
The materials for the history of the two first periods 
are still chiefly contained in the languages of the East, 
while those of the last may be best drawn from the 
relations and State papers of Europeans. 

The author has indulged sparingly in any reflections 
on events, being rather desirous, by giving a faithful 
statement of facts, to let them speak for themselves. 

The volumes now offered to the public contain the 
reigns of Bdber and Iluraayun. The whole life of the 
former was spent in camps. It was a period of tran- 
sition, when the Government had not yet subsided 
into a regular form. Little progress towai’ds settled 
institutions was made in the unquiet reign of his son. 
It was not till the time of Akber that a regular attempt 
was made to reduce to a system some portion of the 
rules and customs of the country, and to combine them 
by the princij)les of a just and impartial legislation. 
Even that great and enlightened prince had, however, 
many difficulties, religious and political, to encounter ; 
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and as lie was, in some instances, too much in advance 
of his age, and in others perhaps too fantastical, and 
had^ besides, the misfortune to have a successor whose 
views differed from his own, many of his regulations 
died with himself. 

To some readers the account of the Tartars of the 
Kipchak and of Moghulistdn, contained in the Intro- 
duction, may seem to be too extended. But these tribes 
had great influence on the fortune of the founder of 
what has been called the Moghul Empire ; and, with- 
out a considerable knowledge of their circumstances and 
transactions, much of the earlier portion of the history 
would be obscure. 

The greater part of the volumes now published was 
written several years ago, — a circumstance which it may 
be necessary to mention, in order to explain why, in 
the course of the narrative, so little allusion is made 
to late events, such as those that have a’ecently occurred 
in Afghanistdn, or to the works of later ^vriters. 

As to the orthography of oriental words, that of Sir 
"William Jones has in general been adopted. JT has 
however been substituted for the hard c; g\s used hard 
before all vowels, as in gust ; j is soft, as in just ; ch is 
used as in chance ; sA, as in ship. Little distinction has 
been made of the letters peculiar to easLern alphabets ; 
though Kh has been genei*ally used for the Arab Jche, 
as in Khan ; and gh for the ghain, as in Ghdzi. The 
accent is often applied to mark a vowel as being long hi 
a word, especially the first time it is used. 

The author ought not to conclude without making 
his acknowledgments to John Homer, Esq., for the use 
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of a mauTiscript of the Tabakat-i-Aiberi in Lis collec- 
tion : and to Horace Hayman Wilson, Esq., for that of 
the Tarikh-e-Reshidi, from which so much has been 
drawn. For an opportunity of consulting the EboMset- 
ul-towarikh, he was indebted to the kindness of the late 
ilajor William Yule. The other manuscripts quoted 
are chiefly in the possession of the author. 

Bonn, May £8. J815. 
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HISTORY OF INDIA. 


PRELIMINAP.Y REMARKS. 

INDIAN mSTORY. ITS THREE PERIODS. REMARKABLE ERA 

WHEN THE KINGDOMS OP EUROPE AND ASIA ASSUMED A 
MORE REGULAR AND PERMANENT FORM. 

It is the object of the following pages to present to the 
reader a History of the House of Taimur in India, but 
especially to give in some detail the history of the 
reigns of the first six princes of that race, from the 
invasion of Bdber to the death of Aurengzib, including 
a period of nearly two centuries. 

The history of Northern India may be divided into 
three great periods. The first extends from the earliest 
times to the invasion of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni, in 
the beginning of the eleventh century, and may be 
called “ The Hindi! Period.” The second reaches from 
that event to the invasion and conquest of Hindustan 
by Baber, in the beginning of the sixteenth century, a 
space of rather more than five hundred years, and may 
be denominated “ The Early Muhammedan Period.” It 
includes the conquests and ascendancy of the monarchs 
of Ghazni, and of various other Tartar and Afghan 
dynasties in India. The third period extends from the 
conquest of Baber to the present times, and exhibits to 
our view the sovereignty of “ The House of Taimur,” 
who have held the real or nominal power in India for 
the last three hundred years. 
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It is not intenderl in the present work to touch in 
any degree on the two first of these periods. Of the 
first indeed, interesting and curious as in many 
respects it is, very little is known, and that little but 
imperfectly. 'VYith the events of the second we are 
better acquainted, many native historians, some of 
them contemporary, having related with sufficient dis- 
tinctness, if not the civil, at least the most important 
of the military occurrences of the times ; and the valu- 
able histories of Mr. Elphinstone and others have 
recently made the European reader acquainted with 
what is most worthy of notice in both of these periods. 
The history of much of the third period has never been 
written in any European language in detail ; and yet a 
considerable acquaintance Avith it is perhaps necessary 
to such as would thoroughly understand the present 
state of India. 

It commences about thirty years after the discovery 
of the passage to that country by the Cape of Good 
Hope, at a remarkable era in the history of Man, when 
the governments of a great projection of the various 
kingdoms both of Europe and of Asia, after numerous 
changes, began to settle doAvu into that more perma- 
nent form which, on the whole, they have ever since 
retained, in spite of the conquests and revolutions to 
which many of them have been subjected. 

In Europe the close of the fifteenth and beginning 
of the sixteenth centuries were marked by many strik- 
ing events. Before that time most of the kingdoms of 
Avhich it was composed, while acknoivledging a king or 
supreme head, had been broken into a variety of inde- 
pendent or nearly independent states. Each country 
Avas occupied with its own internal concerns. There 
AAas no general system or balance of power among the 
kingdoms of Christendom, which might lead each to 
Avatch the events passing in the other as influencing 
itself. Each country was a separate system. Spain was 
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divided into a number of different kingdoms acknow- 
ledging no supreme head. In France, the grand vas- 
sals or feudatories of the Crown held dominions that 
made them formidable to their sovereign, with whom 
they often waged war, and their dependence was in 
general little more than nominal. In England the 
Great Barons often contr-olled the King, and combated 
him in arms. Biit about the time in question, the 
various kingdoms in Spain, by conquest or by marriage, 
were united under one head ; and the Moors who had 
long held the greater portion of the country were 
expelled. In France, the English having been ex- 
pelled, the grand fiefs were gradually united to the 
Crown, and the whole of that powerful country was 
placed under the same head. In England, the long 
civil wars between the Houses of York and Lancaster 
had broken the power of the Great Barons; and the 
policy of Henry the Seventh, and of the princes of the 
House of Tudor, who took advantage of the depressed 
state of the Aristocracy, united the whole active force of 
the Iringdom in the hands of the Crown. The spirit of 
war, of ambition or intrigue, that formerly (if we except 
the invasions of Italy by the German Emperors) had 
wasted itself in internal commotions in each separate 
kingdom, in bringing one portion of it to act against the 
other, in civil broils, or in private wars, now that the 
pewer of the community was consolidated in a single 
hand, and that each countiy enjoyed internal repose, 
took another direction, and sought for employment on 
a larger field and in transactions with foreign coun- 
tries. Instead of a congeries of nearly independent 
systems scarcely acting on each other, Europe now 
presented one large system; and Christendom became 
to them all that sphere of action, which each had for- 
merly been to itself. 

This result was accelerated by the accident which, at 
this important crisis, placed in the hands of Charles 



HISTORY OF INDIA. 


Great men- 
tal activity. 


the Fifth dominions more extensive thuii had for cen- 
turies been held by any one prince. The Netherlands 
and Dutch provinces, Austria, the entire kingdom of 
Spain, with its rich and extensive Ameidcan ‘Jjosses- 
sions, Sicily, and a great portion of Italy, fell to him 
by hereditary descent; in addition to which he was 
early in life elected Emperor of Germany. The accu- 
mulation of territories so vast upon one head naturally 
excited the jealousy and alarm of the neighbouring 
Kings and States. This terror almost inevitably led 
to the idea, as it was the surest support, of the balance 
of power in Europe, which then began to be acted 
upon, and has influenced the conduct of its govern- 
ments ever since, though sometimes with great devia- 
tions, occasioned by the blindness or the passions of 
its princes or people. 

Various other causes excited and kept alive the 
mental activity for which this period was remai'kable. 
The spirit of adventure which bad led to the discovery 
of America, and of the route to India by the Cape of 
Good Hope, a spirit which in its tuim was fostered by 
these discoveries that seemed to enlarge the powers of 
man, by otFering new worlds for their exertion; the 
revival of ancient learning, in some degree hastened on 
by the taking of Constantinojjle by the Turks, an event 
that scattered many learned Greeks over the West, 
where their lessons were received with eagernesa^(J)y 
men whose minds had already been awakened to a love 
of knowledge, and were prepared to receive them ; the 
recent contemporaneous invention and active use of 
the Art of Printing, which secured and diffused all 
manner of knowledge, bringing it down to a lower class 
of society than it had yet reached, and gradually wrest- 
ing it from the exclusive possession of monks and 
ecclesiastics, who for ages had been nearly its sole 
depositories; an invention which ere long, though it 
did not produce, secured the success of, the Eeforma- 
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tion of Religion, and with that the stability and pro- 
gress of all human knowledge ; these and other events 
must make the period in question for ever memorable. 

From that time downwards, an undei'stood Balance of 
PoAver existed among the States of Europe, and no 
considerable permanent enlargement or diminution of r^manence 
territory took place, till the ill-omened Partition gf 
Poland, a flagrant act of injustice, which could have 
been accomplished only in a country Avhose political 
constitution was so irreclaimably bad, joined to the 
accident of that country lying in the outskirts of the 
European Commomvealth, Avhere it was difficult for 
the forces of the Western Powers to act ; and perhaps 
to the uncommon portion of sluggish and inert indif- 
ference which at that moment possessed the leading 
cabinets of Europe. But for about 300 years, each of 
the nations of the AVest, in spite of numerous Avars and 
negotiations, continued to retain very nearly the same 
extent of dominion : an understood system of interna- 
tional laAV preserved the existence and, in some degree, 
the rights even of the weakest. 

Something of the same kind happened in Asia, though in Asia, 
to a dificrent extent. The immense conquests, fii’st of rernicinent 
Chengiz Khan, and next of Amir Taimur, achieved by 
the Tartars Avhoin they led from the North, Avere gra- 
dually broken down into a variety of smaller states 
that carried on Avars among themselves, conquering or 
conquered by each other. It was not till the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, that the fennentation and 
change of form of its various kingdoms subsided in the 
East, much in the same Avay as had occurred in Europe. 

The Ottoman sultans had long been extending their 
dominions with fearful rapidity ; and, in the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, added Egypt and some other 
provinces to their empire. About this period, however, 
the farther progress of their arms Avas nearly checked, 
by the consolidation of the poAver of their neighbours, 



uisToay OP ixdia. 


Conquest of 
India by 
tbe Tartars. 


both on the side of Europe and of Asia. Shah Ismdel, 
the founder of the Sefvi dynasty, having subdued all 
the smaller potentates of Irdk, Azerbaijan and Ears, 
and conquered Khordsan, extended the rersian'‘empire 
nearly to .the limits which still bound it. The last 
great northern invasion was that of the Uzbek tribes, 
who expelled the descendants of Taimur from Transox- 
iana, and settled in that country, which they continue 
to hold to the present day. Bdbcr, a prince, as he 
himself tolls us, “ born on the very farthest limits of 
the civilised world,” being expelled from his hereditary 
dominions by this irruption and settlement, made him- 
self master of Kdbul and Kandahdr, which had previously 
belonged to another branch of the family ; and finally 
extended his conquests into India, which has remained, 
doAvn to our own times, the real or nominal kingdom 
of his posterity. 

These changes in Asia were nearly contemporary 
with those which have been mentioned as taking place 
in Europe; and, as the political system then introduced 
into Europe long suffered little alteration, the Musul- 
man countries of the East, Turkey, Persia, Uzbekistan, 
and India, suffered no great change for centuries; except 
from the extended conquests of the Emperor of India 
to the south, which did not immediately affect his 
western neighbours; and at a later period from the 
conquests of leader Shah, as transient as they were 
alarming. Kdbul long remained attached to the Em- 
pire of India, as well as Kandahdr, which last, how- 
ever, was occasionally the battle-ground between the 
monarchs of Persia and Hindustan. 

As the conquest of India in the sixteenth century 
was accomplished by Bdbei’, himself a Tartar, by means 
of his Tartar chiefs and followers, and as the whole of 
the earlier part of his life was spent among tribes of 
that race, and many of the institutions of his later life 
affected by theirs, it is necessary, before proceeding to 
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narrate the incidents of his reign, to offer some observ- 
ations on the original condition and subsequent fortunes 
of these sons of the desert; and especially to give a 
short sketch of the previous history of the two great 
tribes of Moghuls and Uzbeks, who chiefly influenced 
his fortunes in peace and in war, that the reader may 
be the better able to understand the transactions of 
Bdber himself, and his immediate successors, as well as 
to comprehend the peculiar spirit and principles of 
their government. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

CONTAINIKO A GEKERAL ACCOtTNT OP THE TAETAHS, ESPE- 
CIALLY OF THE JDJI AlTD CIIAGlIAT-tl DYNASTIES ; AND 
OP THE STATE OP TEANSOXIANA AT THE ACCESSION OP 


SECTION FIRST. 

general account of the TABTAB tribes — THREE GRAND DmsIONS, 

MANCni^S, MONGOLS OB MOGHDL3, AND TtjRKS. CONQUESTS OF 

CHENGIz KUAN AND THE MOGHULS OP THE TLBKI TRIBES AND 

TAIMUR. — DIFFERENCE BESCLTING FEOM THE MODE OF SETTLE- 
MENT OF TUB TARTARS IN TRIBES OB AS INDIVIDUALS. 

The countries in the south of Asia as well as of Europe 
have, from the remotest ages, been subject to invasions 
from the north, the migratory inhabitants of which, 
pouring forward their hordes or tribes from their native 
wilds, have in some instances laid waste many of the 
most extensive of these more genial and favoured 
regions, and then disappeared j and in others have 
conquered and permanently settled in them. These 
invaders, in ancient times, were chiefly the Gauls, 
Germans, and Scythians; but, in later ages, in Asia, 
the Tartar tribes alone. 

Under the general denomination of Tartar, a namp. 
known only since the twelfth century, European writers 
have comprehended the whole of those extensive tribes 
which range in the wide expanse of country stretching 
north of the Himalaya mountains, the Oxus, the 
Caspian, and the Black Sea, as far as the Northern 
Ocean, however much they may differ from each other 
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in language or origin. Memorials remain of the in- 
cursions and conquests of these nations towards the 
south in yery early ages : but their grand overflowiugs 
and permanent ascendancy in modern times occurred 
immediately before and after the tenth century, when 
large bodies of them trayeised and settled in the do- 
minions of the Khalifs ; in the beginning of the thirteenth 
under Chengiz Khan, and in the end of the fourteenth 
under Amir Taimur, better known in the west as the 
great Tamerlane. 

This name of Tartar, or more properly Tatar, which 
vre apply to these numerous migratory tribes, is un- 
kno^TO to themselves as a general appellation, and 
never properly belonged even to any considerable pro- 
portion of them. It seems originally to have been the 
name of one division of a tribe of the rate which we 
now, whether properly or not, distinguish as Mongols 
or Moghuls, and by one of those mistakes so common 
to foreigners, to have been erroneously ap]>lied to nearly 
the whole iuhabitants of the north of Asia. 

The tribes which we include under the name of 
Tartar consist chiefly of three great divieions or racos, 
aU difiering from each other in manners, institutions, 
and language. 1. The Tunguses and Manchus in the. 
east of Asia, north of China. 2. The Mongols, or, as 
they are called by the Persians and Indians, the 
Moghuls, who occupy chiefly the middle portion north 
of Tibet, nearly as far west as Terfdn, and part of the 
desert between that and the Yaik; and 3. The Turks, 
who for many centuries have possessed the large regions 
that extend on the west of the Mongols from tin desert 
of Kobi ; having for their southern boundary the moun- 
tains of Kashghar and Pamer, KhonlsAn, the Caspian 
and Black Sea; the Don and AVolga on the west, and 
Siberia on the north. But some foAv tribes, both of 
Mongols and of Ttirks, are to be found in the limits thus 
marked out as peculiarly belonging to their respective 
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ranges. The Tiirks are the most extensive and nu- 
merous of the three races.* 

Each of these grand divisions is broken dp’^n into a 
great number of smaller tribes, generally nearly in- 
dependent of each other, every one managing its own 
concerns ; and it is not to be forgotten that though, 
for the sake of convenience, we designate the two former 
races as Tungus or Manchd, and Mongol, these general 
names are not used by the tribes themselves for that 
purpose, but each distinct tribe has its separate ap- 
pellation. All who speak the Tiirki language, what- 
ever be their tribe, seem, however, to acknowledge 
themselves as being Tiirks. 

These Tartar tribes, as for the convenience of pos- 
sessing a general name we may continue to call the 
whole of them, are all pastoral, and have each their 
own range, within which they move from place to place 
with their families, flocks, and dwellings, as the heat 
or cold of the season, the scarcity or abundance of 
pasture induce them. They live in tents or in movable 
huts, often carried in waggons, which their cattle draw 
from place to place, according to the movements of the 
tribc.f Their wealth consists in their flocks of cattle, 
sheep, and horses. Milk is their chief food, and the 
flesh of their flocks ; but they kill their cattle sparingly 
and unwillingly. They arc little addicted to cultivate 
the ground, and rather despise such of their neighbours 
as settle to breathe the polluted air of one spot, and to 
live on the top of a weed, as in contempt they de- 


• The Turk! race occupies an 
important place in history. Euro- 
peans in general are chiefly ac- 
quainted -with the Turks of Con- 
stantinople or Turkey, who are only 
one branch of the great tree. To 
distinguish the grand general race 
from the more limited one of the 
Ottomans, the former, in the fol- 
lowing pages, are spoken of as Turks 


and Turki, with the u accented. 
The usual unaccented form of the 
words (Turk and Turkish) is em- 
ployed to mark the Ottomans or 
Osmanlis. For some further re- 
marks on the T artar tribes, see Ap- 
pendix A. 

t Cnmpcsti'cs Scythes 

Quorum plaiistra vagas rito trabunt 
domes. — Hob. 
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noiniriiite coni. The care of the children, the pre- sect. i . 
paration of food and clothing, and, in general, all 
domestic employments, belong to the women. The men 
delight in the chase, whenever the means of following 
it are jiresented. Living much in the open air, on 
horseback, exposed to fatigue and accustomed to long 
marches, and in older times often exposed to the 
dangers of war, and habitually on the watch against 
surprise, their mode of life made them hardy and bold, 
and gave them the habits of soldiers. Their govern- 
ment, though not uniform, is generally patriarchal; 
the whole tribe is regarded as descended from the same 
stock, and they willingly obey the head of a particular 
family as their hereditary ruler. But there is con- 
siderable variety in the internal government of different 
tribes arising from ancient usages, or the character of 
individual chiefs. Some are despotic, but in general 
the chief advises with the elders or heads of the leading 
families as a council; though on some solemn or im- 
portant occasions it is usual to convene the whole 
tribe. Private disputes are settled by the Ak-sakfils 
(or Grey-beards, as they are called) * men of a certain 
age and authority, according to ancient usage. 

Of these three races, the most eastern, the Manchiis, Manchus. 
about two hundred years ago conquered China, Avhich 
they still continue to govern, as other tribes of the 
same Tungus family had already done in earlier times. 

But the race does not seem to be at all known to the 
historians of Persia or India, and has had no direct 
influence on the foi’tune of these countries. 

The second race, the Mongols or Moghuls, chiefly MongoK 
occupy the country that lies between the other two, and 
have acted a very important part, though for a short 
period of time, in the history of Asia. For many ages 
the different Tartar races or tribes in the north had 

• The Turks and Afghans call councUlois in the tribe, Ak-suJtala, 
the leading men who form a sort of white (or grey) beards. 
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carried on war with each other, unknown to or unre- 
garded by the conterminous nations, or knoAvn to their 
Chinese and Tiirki neighbours alone, when , Chengiz 
Khan, the chief of a small and tUl then unimportant 
tribe properly called Mongol, after a long series of 
struffs'les, such as in other instances have roused the 
genius and matured the talents of men destined to be 
conquerors, having by gallant exertions recovered the 
station of chief of his tribe, of which, in his youthful 
years he had been deprived, gradually subdued the 
tribes around, and subsequently extended his dominions 
in the Tartar waste, beyond the limits of his own race 
and language. Having subdued Pekin and the northern 
half of China, he led his Mongol hordes against the 
Oighurs and other Tiirki tribes lying between Traus- 
oxiana and his own original country, most of whom, 
after severe conflicts, he compelled to acknowledge his 
sway. But his empire, great and mighty as it then 
was, would not have attracted much notice in Europe, 
had he not, crossing the Jaxartes, followed his Tiirki 
enemies into the highly cultivated and, for that age of 
the world, civilised and refined country of Transoxiana 
or Mawerannaher, in which they had taken shelter 
among their brethren of the same race, who had long 
possessed the chief influence, and, since the decline of 
the empire of the Khalifs, held the reins of government 
in that extensive region. After besieging and sacking, 
with relentless cruelty, the numerous rich and populous 
cities with which the country of Transoxiana then 
abounded, he crossed the Oxus and poured the destruc' 
tive inundation of his barbarians over Khwdrazm, Bdlkh, 
and Khordsfin, ravaging on the one hand a large portion 
of Persia and Armenia, and on the other spreading 
desolation through Kandahdr and Ghazni as far as the 
Indus, over countries which for upwards of two cen- 
turies had been governed by rulers of Tiirki extraction. 
Not content with this, he added the Avide plains of the 
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Khozars and Kumanf! beyond the Caspian to his own 
overgrown dominions. 

On his death, his mighty empire still went on ex- 
tending *its limits, under his immediate descendants, 
who not only continued the invasion of Southern China, 
but mounting the Wolga and passing the Don and the 
Meper, conquered the Bulgarians, Russians, and Poles, 
and overran Hungary, Bosnia. Dalmatia, Silesia, and 
Moravia, threatening Vienna itself, and spreading con- 
sternation over all the kingdoms of Christendom. 

The conquests of Chengiz Khan, and his immediate 
Moghul successors, were conducted with an exterminat- 
ing cruelty and a cold contempt of human life and suf- 
fering of which history affords perhaps no other example. 
The Moghuls employed in their armies, and used as 
instruments of their conquests, the Tiirki and other 
tribes of the desert w'hom they had subdued. But as 
they advanced farther from home, and left their deserts 
behind, the course of their march through more popu- 
lous regions was marked by the burning of cities, the 
devastation and ruin of the country and the slaughter 
of all the inhabitants whom they did not carry off to 
sell as slaves. Their uniform plan was to convert the 
fields into a desert, and to leave behind them no human 
being that could rise on their rear, that could offer a 
moment’s annoyance, or occasion the slightest risk to 
the invaders. By the barbarity of their massacres, in 
which age, and sex, and condition were alike disregarded, 
they spread horror and dismay around them on every 
side, and to remote regions. This habit of slaughter 
seems to have generated an unnatural and almost spor- 
tive thirst for blood, many harrowing instances of which 
are related by contemporary writers : and even in later 
times it would appear that no tribe has made less pro- 
gress in humanity and ci^ ilisation than the Mongols.* 

* The name of the hoiiible ogres ployed in the van of the aimies that 
of fable and romance was taken from oveiran the cast of Europe. The 
the Oighurs, a tribe who were em- reckless cruelty and cannabahsm ol 
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Their conquests in Europe they soon abandoned, 
Russia excepted, ■which they continued to hold for about 
a hundred and fifty years. Towards the end of the 
thirteenth century, their empire, which at <5ne time 
stretched from the Sea of Korea to the Adriatic, began 
to fall into a number of separate kingdoms, and towards 
the close of the following century, disappeared alto- 
gether in the south of Asia, before the victorious arms 
of Amir Taiinur. 

The dominion of the Mogols lasted therefore little 
more than seventy years as one great empire, and for 
about a hundi'ed more in smaller independent kingdoms. 
But such was the influence of the power and name of 
Chengi'z Khan, that, in spite of the comparatively 
short period of the Moghul ascendancy, the Musiilman 
luonarchs of Asia have ever since been easer to trace 
their families up to him as the grand source of sovereign 
authority; and though the number of Moghuls who 
since the decline of his family have sought their fortune 
in India is insignificant, compared with the Tiirks and 
Persians, the term Moghul is still used in that country 
as a general appellation for all adventurers from the 
North; and has even given its name to the Moghul 
Empire, as it is called, though that empire was really 
founded by the Chaghatai Tfirks, a perfectly different 
race. But so completely has the power of the Moghuls 
as a people, disappeared in the south of Asia, that per- 
haps the only direct remnant of the invasion of Chengi'z 
Khan now to be found south of the Jaxartes is in the 
hills between Ilerdt and Kiibul, where some portion of 
the Hazaras or of the Aimdks seem to be the descendants 


these imaginary beings were sup- 
posed, by the terror-stricken hearers 
of these tales, to present a faithful 
picture of the manners of the infidel 
Tartar invaders. D’Ohsson's learned 
Ilistoire des Mongols, tome i. (Paris. 


1824), contains a lively account of 
tlic enormities of the Moghul in- 
vasion. But the OighurSj-though in 
the Moghul army, were of a Turki 
family. 
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of a Moghul tribe settled in these highlands from the sect. i. * 
time of the great conqueror. 

The third and most numerous class of Tartars are ThcTflrks. 
the TiirliSs, Avhose ancient and peculiar territory has 
been already described as extending fram the Desert of range 
Kobi to the Wolga, and from the Oxus and the Caspian 
far into Siberia. This ancient extent of territory, par- 
tially broken by the intervention of some Moghul tribes, 
was much enlarged by conquests in different ages. 

Thus, in the west, they passed the Wolga and occupied 
not only the territory that afterwards became the exten- 
sive kingdoms of Astrakhan and Kashn, but the greater 
part of the northern shores of the Caspian and Black 
Seas, as far as ^Moldavia ; and, on the south, the desert 
tracts Avhich cross KhorasAn and Persia, extending from 
Khwdrazm to Kirmau, are possessed by the Ilidts or 
tribes of migratory Tiirks, as indeed they have been 
from very early times. 

Those desert and pastoral countries which they pos- and m- , 
sess as sole occupants for the range of their herds and 
flocks are indeed extensive; but the most remarkable 
events of this history, and the most conspicuous display 
of the singular energy of the national character, oc- 
curred beyond the limits of the desert. The Tiirks 
have in different ages extended their influence into the 
more cultivated regions of the East, sometimes acting 
individually unaided except by the inherent powers of 
their mind, sometimes acting in bands by direct force. 

Several of their smaller tribes, which found their way 
to the south, Averc at an early period entertained in 
the service of the Arabian Khalifs of Bagdad; and 
many private adventurers, generally little bands of 
their devoted followers, sought wealth and distinction 
by taking service in the armies of different Asiatic 
princes. Numbers of their hardy race were even pur- 
chased as slaves by these monarchs, and embodied as 
their life guards, or educated in their palaces as their 
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most trusty and confidential servants. These, in the 
course of time, rose to be their chief ministers, the 
generals of their armies, and governors of their pro- 
vinces ; and in the decline of the Khalifate, the- principal 
revolutions effected in the empire, whether in the palace 
or the field, were conducted by them. In a similar 
manner, the kingdom of Ghazni came into the possession 
of Sebaktegm, a Tiirki slave, whose son, Sultan Mahmiid 
not only extended his empire to the Oxus and Caspian, 
but carried his victorious arms many times into the 
centre of India. Towards the beginning of the eleventh 
century the celebrated Seljiiki Tiirks, leaving Trans- 
oxiana with their flocks, and being joined in their pro- 
gress by kindred tribes from KhorAs4n, advanced west- 
ward, traversing the dominions not only of the Khalif 
of Baghdad but of the Greek Emperor of Constantinople. 
They gradually made the degraded khalifs mere pup- 
pets in their hands, and settled as conquerors both in 
Persia and in the western provinces of Asia Minor. 
From that tendency to division, however, so natural to 
the chiefs of independent tribes, they soon broke down 
into a number of smaller states and principalities ; and 
the fragments into which they split, the Seljiiki dynas- 
ties of Iran, Kermdn, Damascus, Aleppo, and Iconium, 
as well as the Atabeks of Irdk, Azcrbdijdn, Fdrs, and 
Laristdn, make a conspicuous figure in the history of 
these ages. 

The Tiirki ascendancy was for a time interrupted by 
the Moghul invasion of Chengiz Khan and his descend- 
ants, which overturned the Seljiiki and other Tiirki 
Governments, and in the end, the Khalifate of Baghdad 
itself. But, the t«rrent soon passed over, and, on the 
ruins of Seljiiki principality of Iconium, Othman, a 
Turki Emir, founded a new state which in process of time, 
spreading on every side, grew into the Ottoman empire ; 
and which, by the extent of its dominions and its suc- 
cess in war, in spite of the early shock that it received 
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from the arms of Taimur, has overshadowed the fame 
of all the other Tiirki monarchies, and carried tlie vic- 
torious ^crescent over a groat portion not only of Asia 
and Africa, but of Europe itself. 

The conquests of Mir Taimur, in the end of the 
fourteenth and beginning of the fifteenth centuries, may 
be regarded as having re-established the diroi't Tiirki 
government all over the countries south of the Jaxartes, 
the Caspian and the Black Sea; — Mawerannaher, KIiwA- 
razm, Khordsdn, Persia, Syria and, a great part of Asia 
Minor, besides the Afglian country, and India as far 
as Delhi, having submitted to his yoke. Since liis time 
there has been no great Tiirki invasion from the north, 
that excepted already alluded to, by which, in the age 
of Baber, the Tiirki tribe of Uzbeks took possession of 
Mawerannaher and Balkh ; and that by which Baber 
himself transferred the government of India from the 
Afghans to the Tiirks. 

The subjection of various kingdoms of Ilindusttin, 
and, at a later period, of the Dekhan, to Tiirki adven- 
turers, may be added to the triumphs of the race. 

But the influence of the Tartar invasions was not 
confined to Asia and its governments. The intrepid 
and enterprising spirit of the Tiirks was conspicuous 
wherever a eertain number of individuals of their ex- 
traction was accidentally found. In Africa, numbers 
of Tiirki prisoners taken by the followers of Chongiz, 
during the wars of that conqueror, having been pur- 
chased by the Sultans of Egypt, were embodied under 
the name of Mamelukes, or slaves, and trained as the 
body-guards of the prince. They, like all other Pra3- 
torian bands, soon discovered that by possessing the 
sword they possessed the government ; and led on, in 
the ordinary course of ambition, they in the end deposed 
the ancient dynasty, raised one of their oivn number to 
the sovereign power, and for upwards of a hundred and 
thirty years continued to sway the sceptre of Egj pt. 
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During all that time they recruited their numbers by 
new purchases of slaves from the north. The throne 
continued elective among themselves, under tlje single 
restriction that the person who filled it should be of 
Turkistfm. The Tdrki were succeeded by the Circassian 
Mamelukes, who pursued a similar system, till they 
were subdued by the Ottoman Turks. But the system 
of a Mameluke government soon revived, and was only 
brought to a close in our times by the atrocious perfidy 
of the relentless Muhammed Ali Pasha. 

Thus it appears that few races of men, at any period 
of the world, have acted a more distinguished part than 
the Thrki, who, in one form or another, for centuries 
ruled a great portion of the old world ; and who, even 
at the present day, influence, directly or indirectly, the 
government, mannei’S, and civilisation of mankind, from 
the Straits of Gibraltar to the deserts on the Ycnesei, 
and from the limits of Hungary and Poland to the 
farthest bounds of the empire of hlindustiin. 

These conquests, especially those of Chengis! Khan 
and of Taimur, produced several important changes 
both among the Tartar tribes themselves, and in the 
countries which they conquered. 

Before the age of Chengfz, the Mongol tribes had 
adopted from Tibet and India the religious tenets and 
observances of the Shamans, according to the sect of 
Buddhism prevalent in these countries ; while the Ti'irki 
tribes, several of which inhabited on the borders of 
the Arab conquests in Transoxiana, and others were 
surrounded by kluharamedans or established in Muham- 
medan countries, had in general adopted the Musulman 
faith. Chengiz Khan and his first successors, who ad- 
hered to the old religion of their tribe, were therefore 
considered by their Muhammedan subjects as infidel 
Pagans. But they too, after being settled for a genera- 
tion or two in Musulman countries, adopted the pre- 
vailing faith ; whereas the Moghul tribes in their own 
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country, down to the present day, in general retain 
their ancient religion. 

When Chengiz deputed his sons or generals to govern 
any of the conquered countries, — and in this policy he 
was imitated by his successors, — ^he sent along with them 
an lilds or tiiman, or some Moghul tribe or division 
of a tribe, to overawe the conquered. This policy was 
pursued as to the Tiirki population as well as every 
other. The Mogliul tribe so employed received an 
allotment of country, and placed themselves with their 
families and flocks in the pasture range of the tribes 
among whom they were sent. Though the Moghuls 
and Turks differ in religion and language, yet by the 
inevitable intercourse that takes place between persons 
living under the same government, near to and in habits 
of intercourse with each other, by intermarriages, by 
ti’affic and in other ways, a considerable mixture of the 
two races took place, which showed itself both in their 
language, and in their features and bodily appearance. 
This Avas more particularly the case as to several of the 
TArki tribes. The Lloghuls, never having been con- 
quered by the Tiirks, have in general remained more 
unmixed; and in the intermarriages that have taken 
place betAveen the two races, their features, Avhich are 
the more marked, seem to have predominated over 
those of the Turks. The intermixture of blood Avas, 
from civil and political causes, most frequent among 
the chiefs and leading men of the tribes. 

The condition of the Tartars who emigrated to the 
south was much affected by the accidental mode of 
their settlement; whether, for example, it was made by 
them as individuals or in tribes; whether they settled 
in the country or in cities. Thus their situation in 
Transoxiana and in Persia Avas considerably difierent 
from Avhat it was in India. 

Wherever circumstances have allowed, the Tiirks 
have preserved their attachment to their original tribes 
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and language, their fondness for a life of freedom, and 
their preference of the pastoral to the agricultural state. 
In regions not far removed from their original seats, 
and where there were deserts over which they could 
roam, as in Transoxiana, Khordsan, and Persia, they 
moved forward in tribes and in a body occupied the 
wastes and wilds that intersect these countries. In 
this way the Tiirki tribes have become the jiossessors 
of nearly the whole of the deserts or pastoral plains of 
Turkistan, Mawerannaher, and Khwdrazm, as well as 
of Khortisiin and Persia, which they enjoy to this day ; 
together with no small portion of Asia Minor, where 
the Turkoman tribes range from Syria as far as Smyrna 
and Nice. Hence too the language of the desert is dif- 
ferent from that of the cultivated country. In Trans- 
oxiana, Persia, and Khordsdn, the Persian, apparently 
the old language of these countries, continues to be that 
of the cities, of the villages, and of the cultivators of 
the ground, as well as of trade and commerce. But as 
the Tiirks are the rulers in all these provinces, as the 
throne for some centuries has been filled and supported 
by Tiirki families, as they with the mixture of a few 
Kurdish and Arab families are masters of the wilds, the 
Tiirki, even in Persia, is the language not only of the 
desert, but of the court. In such circumstances the 
division into Tiirks and Tajiks,— the latter the ancient 
agricultural and commercial population, the former the 
nomadic, the military and dominant race, — is in full 
force; and hence, throughout the Ottoman or Turkish 
dominions in Euro^, Asia, and Africa, the Turkish, a 
dialect of the Tiirki, is uniformly the language of the 
rulers ; even when it happens not to be the language of 
the people, as in the gjreater proportion of the empire it 
is not. 

_ In India the influence of the Tartars was somewhat 
different. From early times the Tartars had been ac- 
customed to resort to that country not in tribes but 
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individually, as adventurers in search of fortune ; and 
many of these adventurers of Tilrki race, both in Hin- 
dustan, and in the Dekhan, have risen to the greatest 
military and political eminence, and have even been 
elevated to the throne by their personal talents and 
energy of character. Some of them have transmitted 
their dominions to their posterity, and history accord- 
ingly presents us vt'ith various Turk! dynasties in these 
countries. The Turks, however, never affected to mo- 
nopolise all the authority of the kingdoms which they 
thus obtained. The natives of India, and adventurers 
of other tribes and countries, shared in the administra- 
tion of the government and in military commands. The 
invasion of Taimur, who indeed entered India with 
immense military hordes, was only a sudden inundation 
that laid every thing prostrate before it, but soon passed 
away. Under his descendant Baber, on the contrary, 
the Tiirks did not present themselves in tribes, but as 
parts of a regular army, or by individual emigration. 
They were mixed, in the army and in the court, with 
Moghuls and Persians. They found a country already 
populous, and its territories fully occupied by civilised 
inhabitants, as well as by a race of conquerors of their 
own religion. They had none of the exterminating 
ferocity of Chengi'z, and were not so insane as to have 
a wish to expel the cultivators from lands, the value of 
which was owing solely to their labour, and which they 
themselves had no desire to occupy. The chiefs were 
rewarded with jdgirs or landed estates, that is, with the 
government share of the produce ; the inferior followers 
who were not provided for in the jdgir of their chief, 
though they always showed a preference to a military 
life, gradually entered into the various branches of the 
public service. They willingly entered into the service 
of men of rank, rarely became merchants, hardly ever 
artizans or tradesmen, and were averse to agricultural 
pursuits. They claimed a superiority individually in 
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ininant class, but they did not herd together as a se- 
parate horde. The different races met and mjxed in 
affairs of government, on their private business, in com- 
merce and trade. But the foreign Musulman never 
entirely coalesced with the native Hindu. Religion 
continued always to keep them wddely apart in their 
domestic intercourse, in their amusements, their cus- 
toms and their habits of thinking. They were two 
different elements, possessed of repulsive qualities, which, 
however closely pressed together, never amalgamated. 
The language both of the country and the towns re- 
mained unchanged. During the two first reigns of the 
new dynasty, the Tiirki continued to be the language of 
the emperor and his Tiirki grandees ; but the Persian 
by degrees became that of the court ; at the same time 
that a different language, the TJrdii Bhasha, the lan- 
guage of the horde or royal camp, composed in its 
elements of the language of Upper Hindustdn, and of 
some other native Indian dialects, with a large infusion 
of Persian, became, even more than it had hitherto been, 
the medium of intercourse of the many separate nations 
and tribes which constituted the imperial army. Nor 
was it confined to the camp, but gradually came to be 
understood by the servants in the different departments 
of government, and by most of the chief village-officers 
in the whole extent of the many-tongued empire.* 


Ihe period of the oiigin of the nasties^ from the same causes that 
Hindustani language is uncertain, made it spread under the dynasty 
It would seem to have begun under of Baber, 
the earlier Ti'irki and Afghan dy- 
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CllENGIZ KHiN DIVIDES UI3 EMPIRE AMONG IIIS SONS. — TlIEIll TERUl- 

XOUIES. 1. JL'JI KHAN GETS THE DESUT-KIPCII.VK. — CONQUESTS OF 

Ills DESCENDANTS. DECLINE AND DIVISION OF THEIS KINGDOM. 

RISE OF THE UZBEKS, AND OF THE KA1Z.(kS. 


Such is a very general sketch ol“ some of the grand sei t. h. 

leading distinctions of race among the wandering tribes 

of the north of Asia, of their original position in their 
deserts, and of the influence exercised on their cha- 
racter by the mode in which they afterwards settled in 
foreign countries. It still remains to give some idea 
of the early history and political divisions of the Uzbeks 
and Western Moghuls at the period of Baber’s entrance 
into public life. 

Chengiz Khan, as we have seen, was a Moghul. In ciudru 
the history of his progenitors we meet with that infusion 
of fable and miracle which in ignorant times is deemed 
necessary to add dignity to tJie genealogies of illustrious 
men. Alankawa, a virgin of the family of the chief of 
the Moghuls, by some undefinable intercourse with a 
celestial being, had three sons at a birth, from one of 
whom Chengiz Khan, the great hero of the race, was 
descended in the ninth degree, and Mir Taimur or 
Tamerlane, from another in the fourteenth.* 


* Miles’s Shajrat, pp. 46 — 48. ; 
Abulghazi, Histoire Geneal. des 
Tatars, P. II. c. 15. The story is 
related with some variety of cir- 
cumstances hy all the ^lusulman 
historians. Abulghazi makes the 
lady not a virgin but a widow. 
The visitant is by some icpresciiud 


as a refulgent stream of sun-beams ; 
by others as a man of an orange 
colour, with eyes of singular beauty. 
The date of the eicnt, a. u. lU, 
(.V. D. 729) is given in the Shajrat ; 
hut nine descents are too few to fill 
up the space from that date till 
C'hciigiz’s biith. 
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Chensiz Khun, at liis death, left an empire that 
stretched from theEuxineto the Yellow Sea, and from 
the deserts of Mekr^n to the farthest wastes of Siberia. 

This mighty empire he, in his lifetime, had "divided 
among his four sons. To the eldest, Jiiji*, he assigned 
the Dcsht, or Plains of Kipchak ; but that prince dying 
some months before his father, the allotment was made 
over to his son Batu. The teriitory of this prince com- 
prised the country lying north of the lower course of 
the Sirr or Jaxartcs, the Sea of Aral and the Caspian, 
including the rich countries on the Don and Wolga and 
part of those on the Black Sea. To the second son, 
Chagliatai Khanf, were assigned the wide extent of 
desert and pasture land between the Desht-Kipchdk on 
the M'cst, and the original residence of the Moghul 
tribes on the east, between the Tibet mountains, the 
Indus, and jMekran on the south, and Siberia on the 
north ; coinjprehending, besides the wide range of the 
northern desert, the countries of Khshghar, Khoten, and 
the Oighurs, as far as the desert of Kobi, Ferghana, and 
Tashkend on the Jaxartes, tlie whole of Transoxiana, 
Avith Badakhshan, Bdlkh, Khwarazm, Khorilsdn, Ghazni, 
Kdbul, and the other conquests of Chengiz in that 
quarter. To Oktiii or Ogatai Khan, a third son, he 
allotted the original Moghul country, with the tribes 
immediately around it ; and to a fourth, Tiili, the pos- 
session of Kliita or China. 

To each of these four princes a force was assigned, 
to enable him to rule the dominions over which he tvas 
placed. This force consisted of some Ulus, or migra- 
tory hordes of Moghuls or other Tartars, tvhich might 
be regarded as the standing armies of the different 
khans. Our concern is solely Avith the territories and 
successors of the tAvo first, Jiiji and ChaghatM. 

All the j\loghul princes, in the first instance, ac- 

' CdlleJ also, Cliuchi, Zmi, and 
T u&lii. 


•) Or, JaghaUi. 
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kiiOAvlcdged Oktiii as the head of the empire; and, 
after his death, his place was supplied by election, the 
Grand Khan continuing to reside in the original Mog- 
lull counlry at Karakorum. In the course of some 
reigns, however, the dependence of the other princes 
on the Grand Khan became less and less, and finally 
ceased entirely. At what precise time this occurred in 
the case of the Juji and ChaghatAi Khans, is not very 
clear. In Persia, Arghun Khan about a.h. 6.90 (a.d, 
1291) joined his own name on the public coin with 
that of the Grand Khan; and Kazan Khan a.h. 703 
(a.d. 1304) left out the name of the Grand Khan al- 
together. The change probably took place in the Jiiji 
and Chaghathi dominions about the same time; and 
the khans of these countries seem, thenceforward, to 
have been regarded as Khdkuns or Grand Khans, each 
ill his own territory. 

The order of succession to the Khans was not strictly 
unifoi'm. It was partly hereditary, jiartly elective. 
The Khan was always taken from the family of Cheii- 
giz ; but on his death, if he happened to have a son of 
some talent who had assisted him in the government, 
the son was generally allowed to succeed ; other^vise, 
the most distinguished of the brothers of the late Khan, 
or his uncle, or the relation who happened to have most 
influence in the tribe, was called to the government. 
Minors did not succeed at the time of their father’s 
death ; but the election was open to them at a future 
period, when they were of age.* 

I. Of Jtiji Khan, and the Desht-Kipchdk. 

The portion of Jiiji Khan, the eldest of the sons of 
Chengi'z, on his premature death, was transferred to 
his son Bhtu. It was much enlarged by that prince in 

* Miles’s Shiyrat-ul-Ati'ak, pj». Gcneal. 1’. I. c. 2. &c. 

22 — 2S . ; Abulghazi Khan, Hist. 
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his celebrated expedition into the west, in which he 
took Moscow, reduced Bussia and Poland to subjection, 
and extended his ravages into Silesia, Hungary, Bosnia, 
and Dalmatia, as far as the Adriatic. The operations 
of the Moghuls in their wide-extended invasions were 
conducted with their accustomed cruelty and barbarous 
contempt of human life and suffering. They ex- 
terminated, as far as they could, the inhabitants of the 
country which they overran, and spread consternation 
and dismay over the remotest parts of Christendom.*' 
Batu, on his return from this expedition, in which his 
brother Sheibdni had distinguished himself in a re- 
markable manner, made him a grant of some of the 
extensive provinces conquered from the Russians and 
other Christians, with a sufficient number of the Kuris, 
Naiman, Ivarlik, and Oighur tribes to keep them in 
subjection ; and Orda-Itzen, another brother, made him 
a present of fifteen thousand Tartar families for the 
same purpose: but the brothers stipulated with Shei- 
baiii, that he himself should take up his range betAveen 
the territories of Bdtu and Orda-ltzcn, passing the 
summer near the Ural mountains and the Yaik river f, 
mid the winter in the more southern countries on the 
Sirr and Sdra-su. In addition to this, Mangu-Taimur 
Khan, the brother and successor of Batu, bestoived on 
Behiider, Shcibdni’s son, the Ak-Orda, or White horde, 
probably a tribe of Moghuls. Hitherto the descendants 
of Chcngiz Khan had been Pagans, but one of Batu’s 
successors, Uzbek Khan, having been himself converted 
to the Islam, introduced the Mahommedan religion 
among the tribes of Kipchdk, which he ruled, and was 
so much beloved by the portion of his subjects who 
followed him in adopting the Musulman religion, that 
they assumed his name, and from him called themselves 
Uzbeks. He appears to have died about a.h. 751. 

* See D Ohsson, Ilisloire dcs f Or Jaik 
Aioiigols, tomei. Pans., 1824 . 
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Oil the death of Uzbek Khan, a series of civil wars 
followed in the empire of Kipchlik, ending in a general 
anarchy, during which several chiefs assumed independ- 
ence. These disorders continued down to the time of 
Mi'r Taiinur, who, when he had risen to power in 
Transoxiana, found two rivals, Urus Khan and Tokta- 
inish Khan, both descended of Juji, contending for the 
dignity of Great Khan of the Kipchdk. Toktamish 
being worsted, sought the assistance of Taimur, who, 
after long wars, seated him on the throne of Serdichak 
on the Wolga. But a quarrel soon ensued between the 
allies ; and Taimur, raising up Taimur-Kutluk, a third 
candidate for the Khanship, entered and ovei’ran the 
countiy of Toktamishf destroyed his towns and broke 
his power. But Taimur-Kutluk, like Toktamish, found 
it necessary, in his turn, to withdraw from the alliance 
of Mir Taimur, whom he probably found disposed to 
act rather as a master than an auxiliary. Mir Taiinur, 
upon this, transferred his support to Kaiirchik, the son 
of that Urus whom he had humbled to place Toktamish 
on his throne. To aid hfs new ally, he placed in his 
service a powerful body of Uzbeks. There were, there- 
fore, at this time, in the distracted country of Kipchdk, 
besides inferior chiefs claiming independence, three 
Grand Khans, Toktamish, Taimur Kutluk, and Kaiir- 
chik, all descended of Jdji; and all of whom had 
successively been supported and opposed by Taimur. 
That great conqueror’s policy -was to rule by sowing 
discord among the tribes. 

The family of Jiiji never recovered the shock which 
it then received from civil war and foreign invasion. 
Though a Grand Khan continued for some time after 
to be acknowledged, his power no longer prevailed over 
the whole wide extent of the Desht-Kipchdk. Many of 
the heads of the remoter trilxjs disclaimed all superior 
authority, and acted for themselves. Three separate 
Khaiiships were gradually formed in tlie west, those of 
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Astrakhan, Kasdn, and the Kriin : while in the east, 
Kipchdk became divided between the Khan of Tura 
and the Uzbeks. For a time, some one of the Khans 
descended of Jiiji continued to exercise authority over 
the Russians, and other races as far as Poland and 
Lithuania ; issued his firmans as sovereign ; and, when 
any quarrel arose, carried his mandates into execution 
with a high hand. Yet the Khan gradually ceased to 
be the same important personage that he had been. 
The arms of the Russians even began to encroach on 
his dominions, now broken into separate principalities, 
and province after province was swallowed up by their 
rising power. 

Our concern, in the following pages, is solely with 
the eastern division, that of the Uzbeks, whose range 
extended from the ^ aik to the Sirr. In spite of their 
name of Uzbeks, their chiefs, though of the race of 
Jxiji, were not descended from Uzbek Khan, under 
whose khanship the tribe had been originally converted 
to the Musulman faith, but whose posterity had be- 
come extinct. It is said that such of the tribes of 
Uzbek Khan’s extensive empire as had joined the Khan 
in the new opinions, withdrew to the countries between 
the Yaik and the Sirr. The Tiirki tribes, who dwelt 
in 1 urkistan, led by their common origin and common 
faith, gladly united with them. Such tribes only as 
became Muhammedans took the name of Uzbeks. They 
did not amalgamate into one tribe, but continued in 
their many separate tribes as formerly,* 

Before tlie Khanship of Kip- ventured to make such a journey, 
chak wa<* broken into so many parts, (Manger, Arabshah, vol. i. p. 373 ) 
and especially before the invasion of He mentions that the Turki language 
Taimur, a good deal of trade seems was spoken with great elegance in 
to have passed through the country. Kipchak. It is obvious that the 
Arabshah complains that whereas parceUing of a country among a 
formerly caravans used to travel in number of independent sovereigns 
perfect safety from Khwarazm to or tribes, must be unfavourable to 
the Krim, a three months’ journey, the safe or easy progress of caravans 
and ueie hospitably eiitei tamed all or travellcis. 
along their loulo, none, in his time. 
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About a century after tlie formation of this Uzbek 
confederacy, the sceptre of the tribes descended to 
Abulkhair Ivhan, an able and ambitious prince. In the 
course of bis reign he made himself formidable to all 
his neighbours. He united many new tribes to ' his 
government, and, by the vigour of his character, ruled 
in the Desht-KipchAk with more absolute authority, 
and over a larger extent of territory, than any Khan 
had done for some generations. Not content with this, 
he engaged in the factions of Samarkand during the 
wars that followed the death of Ulugh Beg Mirza, and 
may be said to have placed Sultan Abusaid IMirza, then 
a young man and a fugitive, on the throne of Iila- 
werannaher. Abulkhair, when he retired back into his 
deserts, loaded with booty, carried with him a daughter 
of Ulugh Beg Mirza, whom he married. 

The despotic superiority of Abulkhair was so sen- 
sibly felt by many chieftains of Kipchdk, that several of 
them, especially some Sultans of the race of Jiiji who 
governed important tribes, knoAving that they were 
objects of his suspicion, and believing that even their 
lives were in danger, moved away with their tribes 
from their ancient pastoral range, abandoned the Uzbek 
country, and seceded from his government. Among 
these were Gerai Khan, Jaui Beg Khan and others, 
who fled towards Moghulistan.* This secession oc- 
curred while the khanship of the Moghuls was held by 
Isan-bugha Khan, Yiinis Khan’s brother. Isan-bugha 
received the fugitives honourably, and assigned them a 
district on his western frontier. There, under his pro- 
tection, they fed their flocks, free and unmolested, lor 
several years, f 

* The Uzbek Kaizaks are care- lies on the western limit of Mo- 
fully to be distinguished from tlie ghulistan. Tar. Reshidi, f. 57. 
Don Cossacks and other Russian Our knowledge of the geography of 
Cossacks, who, whatever they may lire desert is so imperfect, that it is 
originally have been, have latterly difficult to assign a precise situation 
become a very mixed race. to almost any of the places mentioned 

•f The land allotted to these chiefs in the annals of Moghulistan. 
was Bdshi near Jud-Kozi, which 
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Abiilkhair had reigned many years as a victorious 
and fortunate prince, when a combination Avas formed, 
among the heads of the leading tribes in Kipchak, to 
humble his ambition and to set limits to his overgrown 
power. * He met the confederates in the field with his 
usual bravery; but being deserted by fortune, was 
defeated and slain with several of his sons. His defeat 
Avas folloAved by a separation of the tribes that had 
formed the Uliis of the Uzbeks. Many tribes resumed 
their independence, others formed ncAv connections. A 
body of Uzbeks, to the number of twenty thousand 
men, migrating with their herds and flocks, joined Geriii 
Khan and Jani Beg, whose neiv confederacy soon ac- 
quired increase of strength, and speedily came to be 
formidable under the name of Kaizdk-Uzbeks. A con- 
siderable body of Abulkhair’s immediate retainers re- 
mained faithful to the family, and acknowledged Bdnij 
Ughldn, his oldest suiwiving son f, as their Khan. Burga 
Sultan, the cousin of Abulkhair, and head of a younger 
and separate bi-anch of the family, though he had been 
employed with distinction and in offices of high trust 
by Abulkhair, availing himself of the general confusion 
that folloAA-ed his death, took possession of a portion of 
territory Avhich had belonged to the Khan ; an act of 


* Abulghazi, P. A'^III. c.iv. The 
power of Abulkhair seems to have 
received a severe shock before this 
from an iiruption of Uz-Taiinur, 
the Taishi of the Kahmaks, who 
broke into his dominions at the head 
of a hundred thousand men. Abnl- 
khair having refused to submit to the 
terms of peace that were offered, a 
battle ensued, in which the Khan 
was defeated, several of his principal 
rhiefs skin, and himself forced to 
take refuge in his castle of Saghak. 
Being finally compelled to agree to 
the conditions pioposcd by the Ti- 
ishi, the Kalimak inundation again 


flowed back from his country, but 
in its return wasted the rich pro- 
vinces of Turkistan, Sliahn)khi'a, 
and Tashkend. The Kalimaks. or 
Kalmuks, call their chief, Taishi ; 
and from the terms Khan-Taishi 
are formed the word Contaish, liy 
which he is generally known. 

t Shah Bedagh, or Borak, the 
father of Sheibani, is usually spoken 
of as the eldest son of Abulkhair. 
Abulghazi here calls Baruj the eldest 
son. I have added the qualification 
“ surviving,” which was probably 
what Abulghazi meant. 
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ingratitude that was not forgotten by the grandson of 
Abulkhair. 

The Kjiizd.k-Uzbeks under Gerai and Jani Beg, sup- 
ported as they were by the Khan of the Moghuls, be- 
came so powerful, that Baruj Ughlan, Abnlkhair’s son, 
was unable to maintain himself in the ancient pastoral 
range of his father. Yielding therefore to necessity, 
he quitted the mde champaign that spreads on the 
north towards the Yaik, and retired to the south, into 
the plains of Turkistan, on the lower course of the 
Sirr, and the deserts to the north of that river. Hero 
he had remained for some years in comparative seclu- 
sion and quiet, when he learned that Yiinis Khan, who 
now governed in Moghulistan, having been defeated in 
the East by the Kalimaks in a great battle, had retired 
before them, and with the Grand Ulus of the Moghuls, 
consisting of 60,000 families, had entered Turkistdn, 
and taken up his winter-quarters at Kara-Tuksii on the 
Seihun or Jaxartes. Banij, burning wdth indignation 
at the protection afforded, first by Isanbugha, and now 
by his brother Yiinis Khan, to the TCaizak-Uzbeks, 
whom he regarded as refractory and rebellious subjects, 
resolved to gratify his revenge by beating up the 
quarters of the jMoghuls. 

Havinff taken his measures with the greatest skill 
and secrecy, he set out at the head of a body of twenty 
thousand men, and by a sudden march completely sur- 
prised the encampment of the Moghuls. It happened 
that the whole of their men had that morning gone 
across the Seihun, which was frozen over, to enjoy a 
grand hunting party. Bdruj consequently found the 
camp quite undefended, and his people instantly began 
to drive off the flocks, and to seize and secure the pro- 
perty thus presented on every hand to their rapacity. 
When the alarming intelligence of this most unexpected 
attack was brought to the Moghul Khan, without wait- 
ing to collect his men, who were scattered in every 
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direction over the country, he hastened to rccross the 
river on the icc. He was at that moment accompanied 
by only six of his men, who bore the grand standard. 
He had along with him the great trumpet, which it 
seems none could sound like himself. As he drew near 
the camp, he sounded a blast, by which his friends at 
once knew that the Khan was at hand. The kloghul 
women, encouraged by the well-known sound, rose upon 
the intruders with the spirit that belongs to their race, 
and flew upon such of the men as had entered their 
tents, slaying or making them prisoners. The grand 
standard too, appearing in sight, no doubt remained 
that the Khan was approaching. The assailants, who 
were dispersed in all quarters in search of booty, thus 
attacked by the women within the camp, and expecting 
the more formidable onset of the appi’oaching Moghuls 
from without, were seized with a panic. B&riij Ugh- 
hln himself now attempted to mount his horse and 
to escape, but was stopped and made prisoner by a 
groom, assisted by some female servants. The Khan, 
on coming up, caused his head to be struck off, and 
raised on the point of a spear. Of the twenty thousand 
Uzbeks who had entered the camp, few escaped. Kext 
day the Khan, pursuing his advantage, hastened to 
crush the remaining adherents of the family of Abulk- 
hair, who, confounded by this new and unforeseen ca- 
lamity, unable to resist, were entirely broken and 
scattered abroad, insomuch tliat a great proportion of 
them, compelled altogether to abandon the desert, re- 
tired into Mawerannaher.*’ 

Among those who then abandoned the desert was a 
man destined ere long to acquire a great name in the 
history of the times. Shahi Beg, or Sheibdni, was the 
grandson of Abulkhair Khan by that prince’s eldest son 
Shah Biddgh Sultan. After Banij’s disaster, ho liii- 


* Tar. Keshidi, ff. .57, 58. 64, 6.5. 20.9. 284. 
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geref] for some time in the now inhospitable wilds and 
wastes of his forefathers, subjected to extreme miserj^, 
from hardships of every description; biit at length, 
seeing lio hope of effecting anything in the old domi- 
nions of his family, he found himself compelled to 
abandon them, and accompanied by a few faithful adhe- 
rents, was one of those who repaired to Samarkand, 
Avhich was then governed by Sultan Ahmed Mirza, there 
to await some favourable turn of fortune.* 

By the ruin of the. old Uzbeks the new confederacy 
of Uzbek-Kaizak or Kaizak Uzbeks became the rulinff 
power in the eastern district of Kipchdk. As long as 
Gerdi Khan lived he always retained the chief power, 
and on his death his authority descended to his son 
Berendiik Khan, who continued to reign for several 
years. But the influence of Kasim Beg, the son of that 
Jani Beg who had accompanied Gerdi in the original 
secession, gradually extending itself among the tribes, 
Berendflk, finding at last that he had little left but the 
name of Khan, retired to Samarkand. Kdsim Beg 
Khan, pursuing his advantage, became more powerful 
than Abulkhair had been, extended his power over 
nearly the whole Desht, and especially over the range 
which had formerly belonged to that prince and the 
elder Uzbeks, and is said to have had at liis command 
an army of a million of men. But these events belong 
to a later period. 

When, in consequence of the ruin of the Elder 
Uzbeks, Sheibdni abandoned the desert, an event that 
preceded by a few years the birth of Baber, the Grand 
Khanship of Kipchdk was divided into several separate 
states. The Khans of Krim maintained their inde- 
pendence. The kingdoms of Kdsdn and Astrakhan had 
already begun to decline under the growing force of the 
Eussians. The older branch of the Uzbeks had hardly 


* Tar. Reshldi, f. 118. 
VOL. I. D 
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SECT. II. fi political existence ; while the new confederation of the 
Kaizdk Uzbeks was in all the vigour of youth, and even 
already had attained an extraordinary degree of strength. 
Their territory, besides the eastern parts of thfe desert 
of Kipchdk reaching westward to the Yaik, included a 
portion of the western range of Moghulistdn. 

The language of most of the tribes of Kipchdk, and 
in particular of the Uzbeks, was the Tiirki.* 

* The authoiities for the history Abasi, near the beginning; Tar. 
of the Khans of Kipchak are Abul- Keshidi, ff. 57. 68, 69 .; D’Herbelot, 
ghazi, parts vii,, viii . ; Miles’s art. Abusaid ; Deguignes, Hist, des 
Shajrat, pp. SSO — 241 ; Tarikh Huns, tom. iv. p. 434. ; Petis de la 
Abulkhair Khani; Manger. Arab- Croix, Hist, de Genghis-can, p, 510. 
shah, vol. i. p. 367. J Alem-arii 
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II. Of Chaghat Khan — his extensive Dominions. 

DECLINE OP THE POWER OP THE CHAGHATAr KHANS DIVISION OP 

THEIR EMPIRE INTO MOGBCLISTiN AND IlIwERANNAHER. 

The dominions assigned by Chengiz to his second son 
Chaghatili Khan were very extensive, and consisted of 
countries differing from each other in every particular. 
1. The great northern pastoral range beyond the Sirr 
and Kdshghar, of several months’ journey, was entii’ely 
a towiiless waste, full of deserts, but intei’spersed too 
with lakes and rivers, varied with hill and dale, and 
with plains and meadows, which in the spring and 
summer were covered with the most beautiful flowers 
and plants ; and in these seasons the climate of the de- 
sert was peculiarly delightful ; but the extreme cold of 
the winter compelled the roving inhabitants, during 
that season, to repair to the more southern and sheltered 
districts. 2. Kdshghar and Ydrkend were in a middle 
state between the deserts of the north and the wealth 
and population of the south. Though abounding in 
wilds, they possessed some considerable towns, such as 
Kdshghar, Ydrkend, Khoten, Aksu, Terfdn, &c. 3. The 
countries immediately north of the Sirr or Jaxartes, as 
well as those as far south as the Hindu-Kiish and Ha- 
zdra mountains, Tdshkend, Samarkand, Bokhdra, Bdlkh, 
and others, were rich and civUised kingdoms, abound- 
ing in cultivated fields and flourishing cities. The 
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successors of Chagliatiii do not seem to have long main- 
tained an influence over Khorfisiin or the dominions be- 
yond the HazAra range. * 

In the first of these divisions, the whole population 
were wanderers of the desert, enthusiastically attached 
to their wilds, which they regarded as the paradise of 
the earth, holding all men of towns and cities, or culti- 
vators of the soil, in contempt. Their own wild and 
vagabond life they considered as the only one worthy 
of free and generous men. In the second, there ivas a 
mixture of settled and wandering races ; while in the 
greater part of the third the inhabitants were chiefly 
settled and stationary. 

The principal tribe in the ChaghatAi desert was that 
of the Moghuls, whence the country was called Moghu- 
listdn. And this is the peculiar tract intended when 
Moghulistdn, or the Khans of Moghulist^n, are spoken 
of, in the writers of Persia, from the age of ChaghatAi 
to that of Bdber. The principal tribes of the Chaghatdi 
Moghuls Avere the Doghlat, the Khirds, the Konchi or 
Kochin, the Begchak, Tekrit, and some others. The 
Kirghiz appear to have been a separate tribe of the 
same race, and connected with the Moghuls, but Avho 
afterivards became hostile to them. 

The language of the wandering tribes was either 
Moghul or Tiirki, according to their descent : that of 
the toAvns and of the cultivators of the ground was in 
general Persian. There was a strong line of separation 
drawn between the tribesman and the Tajik. 

To the south-east of the Moghuls inhabited the Kali- 
mdks (or Kalmuks), a numerous and powerful race who 
stretched towards the great wall of China. They were 
not in the Chaghatdi allotment ; and, though originally 
of the same extraction, were often in a state of hostility 
with the Moghuls. 

An empire composed of so many and such dissimilar 
materials; Avas not likely long to remain united, unless 
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held together by an able and powerful hand ; and the 
custom of the Moghul Khans, according to which they 
allotted particular tribes or districts to each of their 
children, was calculated still farther to favour this 
tendency to disunion. 

For many years, however, the vigour imparted to the 
government by the genius of Chengiz Khan continued 
to operate. Chaghattii, his son, resided ehiefly iii the 
desert at his own head-quarters of Bish-biiligli, and 
sometimes with his brother Oktai at Karakorum. Much 
of the business of government was conducted by the 
Minister Kdrdchar-Kevidn or !Nui4n; by Avhosc counsel 
later historians affirm that Chengiz, in his will, directed 
his son to be entirely guided. The immediate successors 
of Chaghatai continued to reside chiefly in the desert ; 
but the ambition and discord so common among Asiatic, 
and among all princes, were not long of appearing. 
Within a century after Chaghatai’s death, it had be- 
come much the custom for the Khans, instead of living 
in the desert among the tribes, to visit and linger in 
the rich and populous countries on the Sirr and the 
Amu, where they appear at last to have fallen into a 
state of thraldom in the hands of their ministers. 

Down to the first Isan-bugha-Khan *, in spite of 
some disputes and civil wars, we find no distinct trace 
of a double succession in the Chaghatdi dynasty. He, 
we are told, was called from Mhwerannaher, whei*e he 
then reigned, by the. inhabitants of Kashgar, Yarkcnd, 
Al/ittish, and by the Oighurs, who found no one among 
them of the posterity of Chaghatai Khan, who might 
fill the throne which was then vacant. This certainly 

• In the Tankh Reshidi he is Petis’s transl., tom. i. p. 26'., Aimiil ; 
called Ais, or Isan-bugha j in the and by Abulghazi, "Aimal Khwaja, 
Shajratj p. 378., and by Price (Mo- who reigned in Miiwerannaher under 
hammedan History, vol. iii. p. 70i th® Isan-bugha Khan,” pt. v. 

following the Kholaset-ul-Akhbar, c. 1 & 5. See also the note of the lu- 
ll, or Ail Khwaja; by Sherfeddin, tclligent Knglish translator, p. 16?. 
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looks as if a diviaion had already taken place ; and as 
if, even then, different Khans had been acknowledged 
in different countries. However that may be, from 
this time forward, we find the Grand Khanship of the 
Chaghatai Khans broken up, and two rival or at least 
separate Khans, the one of whom governed in the 
country of the Moghuls and Eldshgar, the other in 
Mawerannaher. The latter, who reigned in a civilised 
country that produced so many able writers, have been 
noticed by all the general historians of Persia, and a 
very short notice of them will suffice. The former, on 
the contrary, for a knowledge of whom we are almost 
entirely indebted to Mirza Haider, who was himself 
descended from them, have been nearly unknown, and 
a fuller account of their annals may be allowed. 


Part First. — KH.Ufs op iroGiiuusT.tN Airias of K^snoiiAn. — 

THEin SUCCESSION. — HISTOET OP YIJNIS KHAN AND DIS SONS. — 
TRANSACTIONS OP THE EUIANS WITU lUE TUB MIRZAB OF SUtWER- 
ANNAIIER. 

IsAN-BUGHA KiiAN did not survive many years his 
election as Grand Khan of the Moghuls.* Having died 
without issue, and none of the family of Chaghatdi 
being left m MoghulistAn, as the tribes of the desert 
still disdained to be subject to the titular Khans set 
up and pulled down at the will of a minister in Trans- 
oxiana, discord and disorder universally prevailed. The 
usual evils of anarchy were soon keenly felt and loudly 
deplored. But the men of the desert refused to ac- 
knowledge as KhkkAn any but a descendant of Chag- 
hatdi, and none of the race was to be found. 

Isan-bugha seems to have been Moghiilistan till about a. h. 730 ; 
called from Mawerannaher about but tlie chronology of the times is 
A* u» 7^I*i ftnd to icigued in vc/y uncertain. 
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At that time Mir Yillaji Doghlat was the ruler of sect.iu 

Kashghar. He claimed to be hereditary Ulus-hegi 

(lord the tribe), under the Moghul Khans, and 
governed in his own right extensive dominions, reach- 
ing from the desert of Kobi to Ferghdna. 

The influence which he enjoyed from the extent of 
his power, was increased by the energy of his character. 
Deploring the anarchy that prevajjed since the death 
of Isan-bugha, he resolved that the inasnad should not 
remain vacant; and in due time produced a youth, 

Avhom he announced as the son of Isan-bugha, and a 
lineal descendant of Chaghatdi. 

The whole story deserves to be related, as illustrative 
of Moghul manners. The chief wife of Isan-bugha T°fniu^ 
was Sdtelinish Khdtiin, by whom he had no children. 

Among his female slaves was one Manselik, Avith whom 
he cohabited. It happened that he was obliged to join 
the army in an expedition Avhich kept him in the field 
for a considerable time. By the usages of the Moghuls, 
the chief Avife has, it seems, the entire management of 
the household, and, as part of it, the allotment and dis- 
posal of her husband’s Avomen, keeping back and giving 
him such as she pleases, and disposing of them with 
absolute authority. Discovering that Mdnselik was with 
child, and envious of her good fortune, she gave her 
in marriage to one ShirdAval Dokhtdi, a Moghul, enjoin- 
ing him to carry her off to his own country. 

The Khan, on his return from the expedition, inquired 
for Mdnselik, and was told by Sdtelmish that she had 
been given aAvay. “ The woman Avas with child by 
me,” said the Khan, much vexed ; but as his wife had 
in no respect acted in opposition to the customs of the 
tribe, he smothered his regret, and said nothing more. 

On his death, when the Moghul tribes fell into the 
state of anarchy that has been mentioned, Amir Yulaji, 
the Ulus-begi, at length, determined that a Khan should 
be found, dispatched one of his trusty adherents to 
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seek out Shirdwal, and to investigate the alleged story 
of Mdnselik’s pregnancy ; commanding him, if her issue 
had proved a son, to steal him away, and bring him off. 
The AtmV gave his envoy three hundred goats, that he 
might live upon their milk in his dreary pilgrimage; 
or, if reduced to necessity, kill them for his support. 
His messenger had ranged all over Moghulistdn, without 
having discovered the man of whom he was in quest, 
and his flock was reduced to a single goat, when, in a 
sequestered district, he fortunately reached the encamp- 
ment of Shirdwal. He found that Mdnselik’s child by 
the Khan had proved a son; and that since then she 
had had another by her new husband. The Khan’s 
son, who must by this time have reached his eighteenth 
year, he contrived to steal away, and carry to Aksu. 
On his way to that city, the precious youth, in passing 
a narrow mountain road, slipped down a precipice of 
ice, from which, with much toil and danger, he was at 
length extricated, and delivered to Yiilaji. By him he 
was speedily proclaimed Khan, and was joyfully ac- 
knowledged in Moghulistdri or Jetteh, as weU as in 
Kashghar, by the style of Toghlak-Taimur Khan. 

The new Khan, some years after, became a convert to 
the Musulman faith, which he succeeded in introducing 
into a part of his dominions. He twice invaded and 
overran Mawerannaher, in which he established his son 
Elias Khan. On the death of Yiilaji, to whom he owed 
the rnasnad, and who, as XJliis-begi, had exercised 
much of the authority of the government, Toghlak- 
Taimur, from gratitude or policy, bestowed the father’s 
ofiice on his son Amir Khoddiddd, then only seven years 
of age. Against this nomination Kamreddin, a younger 
brother of Yiilaji, remonstrated, claiming the office as 
belonging of right to him and not to his nephew, by the 
usages of the Moghuls. The Khan persisted in support- 
ing his appointment, as it had been made ; though he 
acknowledged, that, had the claim been earlier preferred. 
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it would not Lave been rejected. Kamreddin, compelled 
to conceal his indignation, inwardly brooded over his 
revenge. 

Toghlat-Taimur Khan, who died soon after, was 
succeeded by his son Ehas Khwdja Khan, who was at 
that time conducting the war in Transoxiana, where 
he was opposed by a combination of chiefs of the coun- 
try, headed by Mir Husein and by the illustrious Mir 
Taimur. The Khan, after combating the confederacy 
with various success, was at last defeated and compelled 
to take refuge in the desert of Jetteh, where, after a 
short reign of about two years, he was basely assas- 
sinated by Kamreddin, who in one day put to death 
eighteen males of the family of the Khan, resolved, if 
possible, to exterminate the veiy race; after which, 
though not a descendant of Chaghatdi or of Cliengiz, 
he assumed the style of Khan, and the government of 
the country.* 

These violent proceedings wei’c viewed with horror 
and alarm by the Amirs of the Moghuls, who had an 
hereditary reverence for the family of the great con- 
queror. Discord followed. Many of the Moghul tribes 
refused to acknowledge the usurper, and others were 
even led to join Mir Taimur, when that warrior, after 
a long and varied course of discomfiture and success, 
having at length overcome all his early enemies and 
reduced Transoxiana under his power, made six expe- 
ditions into the Jetteh country against Kamreddin.f 
He overran both Moghulistdn and Kashghar to their 

* Sherfeddin, vol. i. pp. 1 — 26. ; TaimuTj and the name is applied to 
Miles’s Sbajrat, pp. 378 — 380. ; the country north of Ferghana and 
Abtilghazij pt. v. c, v. ; Deguignes, Kdshghar, in that age inhahited 
vol. iv. p. 317. chiefly by the Moghuls. See Zefer- 

+ Sherfeddin, vol. i. pp. 220 — nama, passim. The name, which 
364 . ; Tar. Kesh. ff. 28 — 41. ; was probably derived from that of 
Abulghazi, pt. v. c. v. The Desht, the Getse and Mcssagctie, who in- 
or Desert, of Jetteh, is often men- habited the country in ancient times, 
tinned in tlie history of the Persians was retained probably long after 
and Tartars as late as the time of these tribes had left it. It has been 
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farthest limits, and in the last campaign, Kamreddm, 
his armies having been routed and himself pursued over 
mountains and in forests like a wild beast, worn out 
with fatigue and disease, seems to have perished in a 
savage corner of the desert, where he had concealed 
himself, accompanied by only two attendants. 

Some time before Amir Khodaiddd was thus relieved 
from his powerful rival, he had gone in search of a 
lineal descendant of Chaghat4i Khan, whom he might 
raise to the throne of the Khans, and in whose name he 
might govern the country. His story, which in some 
respects resembled that told by his father Yiilaji in 
nearly similar circumstances, was, that when Kamreddin 
put to death the family of the Khans, there was one 
son of Toghlak-Taimur who was stiU. at the breast. 
Amir Khodaidad, aided by his mother, had concealed 
the child in Kdshghar. In vain, it was said, did the 
usurper use every means to discover the boy, who, when 
twelve years of age, was conveyed to the hiU-country 
between KAshghar and BadakhsMn, then to the hills of 
Khoten, and finally to Sarigh-Oighur and Lob-Kdnik, 
far in the east, where he remained for twelve years 
more. When Kamreddin’s power was on the wane, the 
young man was brought back, was raised to the Khan- 
ship by Amir Khodaiddd, under the style of Khizer 
Khwdja Khan, and acknowledged by many of the tribes. 
After contending bravely against Taimur in the field, 
the Khan was fortunate enough to make peace with 
that conqueror; and this pacification he consolidated 
by giving Taimur his daughter in marriage.* 

made a question whether the Jats, and his son Rlfas Khwdja, and tliat 
so widely extended over the Penjab, Khodaidad placed Khizer Khwdja 
on the banks of the Indus, and in on the throne, adds : " Les Hois de 
other parts of India, are descended ce pays, descendent de ce dernier j 
of them. mais leur histoire, et meme leurs 

* Deguignes, in his chapter cn- noms, no nous sont pas connus.” 
titled “ Les Mogols de Kashgar," Hist, des Huns, tome iv. p. 337. 
after mentioning Toghlak-Taimur DTIerbelot is equally at a loss. The 
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Khoddiddd, while he affected to restore the ancient 
line, did not neglect to retain the real power of the 
government. He claimed, under various grants to him- 
self and his ancestors, tivelve privileges, which transferred 
to him the entire direction of affairs. By these he was 
constituted Hereditary Uliis-begi, or Director of the 
Tribe, with precedence over all others ; he could nomi- 
nate Amirs or Commanders of a Thousand, and diamisg 
them, without referring to the Khan ; he was not to be 
liable to punishment till he had committed and been 
convicted of nine capital offences ; and, finally, no order 
or firmdn was to be valid to which he did not affix his 
seal, that of the Khan being to be afterwards placed 
above it. In this manner the Khan was as much as 
possible reduced to be a cypher in the hands of his 
minister ; and Khoddiddd boasted that, in his long reign 
of ninety years, he had made six Grand Khans.* 

Khizer Khwdja Khan was succeeded as Grand Khan 
by his son Muhammed Khan ; and he by his son Shir 
Muhammed Khan. The latter years of this last prince 
were disturbed by the ambition of his nephew Sultan 
Weis. He, having fled from court, and having collected 
in the desert a band of adventurous banditti, carried on 


wish in some measure to supply this 
deficiency in the history of a race 
intimately connected with Baber, 
has perhaps made the account of 
the Khans of the Moghuls, and the 
Amirs of Kashghar, in this Intro- 
duction, extend farther than was 
strictly necessary. The materials 
are chiefly drawn from the Tarikhi 
Reshidi of Mirza Haider Doghlat, 
who founded his narrative on the 
oral traditions of the Moghuls which 
he carefully collected ; and in the 
latter portion of the history on the 
infoimation of his father and uncle, 
who were descended of the Amirs of 
Kashghar, and, by the female line, 
of the Khans of Mogliulistaii. The 


contemporary history of their times 
and of his own is extremely valu- 
able. See Appendix B. 

* These Grand Khans were, 1. 
Khizer Khwaja; 2. Shumaa Jehan; 
3. Nakbsh Jehdn ; 4. Muhammed 
Khan; 5. Shir Muhammed; and 
6. Weis Khan. Tar. Resh. f. 50. 
The second, third, and fourth were 
sous of Khizer Khwaja ; the second 
and third are not mentioned in the 
regular succession of the Khans. 
They seem to have died before their 
father, in whose lifetime they may 
have possessed separate governments 
or khanships ; or they may have 
been associated with him in the 
general government. 
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a predatory war ivith his uncle, on whose death he was 
elected Grand Khan. Being a prince of great energy, 
he assumed the management of his own affairs, and 
was not reconciled to Mir Khod^ddd, who had ad- 
hered to his uncle. This quarrel with the overbearing 
Uliis-begi, seems to have made a permanent rupture in 
the Moghul tribe. Khoddiddd, who had dependent on 
him at least twenty-four thousand families, finding him- 
self hard pressed, called in Ulugh Beg Mirza to his aid 
from Samarkand. The allies were unable, with their 
united forces, to make any impression on the grand 
tribe ; but Kdshghar was delivered up to the Mirza by 
treachery, and continued in his possession about four- 
teen years. * 

In the course of the wars arising out of Ulugh Beg’s 
invasion, Weis Khan was accidentally slain by an arrow 
discharged by one of his own men. His death was fol- 
lowed by new disturbances and dissensions. He had left 
two sons, Yiinis Khan and Isan-bugha Khan, the former 
the maternal grandfather of the emperor Baber, but 
then only thirteen years of age. It was probably a 
misfortune to Yiinis Khan that his mother was not a 
Ohaghatdi Moghul, but the daughter of an Amir of 
Kipchak. Parties were formed, some of the tribes ad- 
hering to the one brother, and some to the other. The 
great majority, however, favoured the younger of the 
brothers ; and Yunis Khan, though supported by Mir 
Khoddiddd, found himself compelled to abandon Mo- 
ghulistdn. He was accompanied by thirty thousand 
families of Moghuls, under Irazan, a beg of the Tumdii 
of the Khirds who were attached to Mir Khoddiddd. 
As an elder sister of Yiinis Khan had some time before 
been betrothed to Abdaldziz Mirza, the son of Ulugh 
Beg, the two friendly chiefs, relying on this connec- 

* Tar. Resli. pp. 50 — 55. grimage of Mecca, and died at 

KhoditatUd at the age of ninety. Medina in or after a.h. S50 A.n. 

sc^en (lunar yeais) made the pd- 1446. 
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tion, carried lam to the territory of Samarkand, to 
solicit assistance from Ulugh Beg; while Isan-bugha 
Khan a^d his adherents remained in possession of the 
desert. 

Ulugh Beg heard, and not without alarm, of the 
approach of a numerous and tumultuous host, whose 
ancestors had so often overrun the rich plains of Trans- 
oxiana. He advanced as far as Dizak, north of Samar- 
kand, to watch their movements, and met them with 
every profession of friendship and of readiness to 
espouse their cause. Jealous, however, of a power 
which might so easily be turned to his ruin and to that 
of his country, he determined to deprive them of the 
means of injuring him. For this purpose he arranged 
that the Moghuls should all be introduced into the 
castle of Dizak, in separate households, that their names 
might be regularly inrolled, so as to admit of their 
being properly furnished with provisions and pay. As 
they entered the castle without any suspicion, in small 
numbers and in succession, the chiefs were put to 
death, and all the others made prisoners, and scattered 
over the country. Yiinis Khan, with a fifth part of 
the spoil, was sent to Shahrukh Mirza, the fourth son 
of Taimur, who then reigned in Khorasan. The Mirza, 
with the generosity of a refined and cultivated mind, 
placed him under the care of Moulana Sherfeddin Ali 
Shirdzi, the celebrated historian of Taimur, and one of 
the most eminent moralists and poets of his age. In 
his house Yiinis Khan remained at Yezd for twelve 
years, in useful retirement, improving himself in every 
liberal study. To him many of the MoulAna’s verses 
are addressed. The misfortune of the Moghuls, and 
the massacre of so many chiefs, with the dispersion of 
their tribe, formed an era long remembered among them 
as “ the calamity of Irazan.” * 
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SECT. in. Meanwhile Isan-bugha Khan, the younger brother 
isan^-buqba, succBssful rival of Yiims Khan, supported by the 
Khan of principal tribes of the Moghuls, was acknowledged, 
tiiK ' though still a boy, over the wide extent of the Chaghatdi 
desert. When this power was somewhat settled, Mir 
Syed Ali, the grandson of Khoddiddd and who had 
sided with the Khan, asked and received his permission 
to recover his family government of Kdshghar from the 
hands of the generals of Ulugh-Beg. He was a man of 
great energy, who had adopted a different line of policy 
from his grandfather, having joined Sultan Weis when 
he roamed as a brigand in the desert, and married his 
sister. The efforts of Mir Syed Ali, in the course of 
three brilliant campaigns, were crowned with success ; 
and he became master of Kashghar and its territory. 
Separation The extreme youth of Isan-bugha Kh an for some 
gimiTiibt.. did not admit of his taking much share in public 
affairs ; but, as he grew up, an act of violence as cruel 
as it was imprudent, — the assassination of Taimur 
Oighur, a chief of note, the effect of some party intrigue, — 
spread universal horror and disgust among his adherents. 
With one consent the tribes abandoned him. Mir Syed 
Ali, his faithful friend, on hearing of his danger, hurried 
from Kdshghar, and conveyed him from MoghulistAn 
to Aksu, treating him with every mark of honour and 
respect. Meanwhile the tribes, no longer bound by one 
common tie, dispersed in all directions, each acting in- 
dependently for itself. Some bent their course towards 
the Kalimaks on the east ; others went westward to 
the frontier of Kipchdk ; one body even joined Abulk- 
hair Khan, the potent ruler of the Uzbeks, who at that 
period stiU held the deserts from the YAik to the Sirr. 
Some chiefs built forts on the borders of Andejan, Tur- 
kistdn and Seirdra, and commenced a regular system of 
predatory incursions into these flourishing provinces. 
The Konchi Amirs, and a few others, continued to 
wander as before in the deserts of Moghulistdn. All 
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was disunion and anarchy, and threatened the perma- sect. hi. 
nent dissolution of the Chaghatdi Khanship. 

Isan-bu^ha Khan, who now saw the full extent and 
the natural consequences of his crime, exerted every 
means in his power to evince his contrition, and to 
soothe the injured feelings of his subjects. He found 
means gradually to conciliate several of the heads of 
tribes, who, accepting his professions of regret, returned 
to his banner which they had unwillingly deserted. 

The factions that prevailed in Transoxiana on the civiiwats 
death of Shahrtikh llirza, and especially the civil wars k"ndT'*'^' 
between Ulugh Beg and his sons, which ended in his a.h. bsos. 
murder, were favourable to the Moghuls ; as the em- 
ployment thus furnished to the sovereigns of Samarkand 
at home, prevented them from thinking of any new 
attempt on the Khans, or their country. On the other 
hand, Isan-bugha, who had now in part recovered his 
strength, availing himself of the opportunity afforded 
by these troubles, entered Tdshkend, Seirdm, and the Isan.bue’ha 
fruitful provinces that belonged to Samarkand north 
of the Jaxartes, with his shoals of Moghuls, plundered 
and laid them waste on every side, and then retreated 
to the desert, loaded with booty. When, however, a.h. 855 s 
some time afterwards, he repeated his invasion, he found * ”• 
Sultan Abusaid Mirza, who in the interval had van- 
quished all his competitors, seated on the throne of isdefeatcu 
Samarkand. No sooner did that active prince hear of 
the inroad, than, collecting a body of troops, he pursued 
the Khan in his retreat, and overtook him at Tdrdz.* 

The Moghuls, whoso object was plunder and not war, 
fled without fighting ; and the Sultan having expelled 
them, returned home, unable to retaliate. Sultan Abu- 

* Baber says that Abusaid ad- in books called Taraz, and says that 
vanced beyond Yangi and gave Isan- the Moghuls fled without fighting, 
bugha a severe defeat at a town in Tar. Resh. f. 57 . Otrar is known 
Moghulistdn called Aspera. Mem. by the names of Taraz, Yangi (or 
pp. 11, 12. Mirza Haider makes Yangi Kent), and, it would appear, 
him overtake tlie Khan at Masiki, of Masiki. 
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said, having in the course of his successful wars con- 
quered Khorasdn, took up his residence at Herat. Isan- 
bugha, encouraged by his absence from Samarkand, 
again entered his territories, invaded Andejdn with a 
powerful force, and laid siege to the capital of that 
name. So numerous was his army that he is said to 
have inclosed the city with a triple line of troops, and 
to have run mines at once on everj' side of it. The 
town was taken ; but the governor retired into the 
citadel, where he was soon glad to conclude a capitu- 
lation, by which he paid a heavy contribution for his 
safety. The Khan, after visiting the adjoining country, 
returned to his own deserts, but loaded with treasure, 
and driving multitudes of captives before him. “ Down 
to the present day,” says Haider Mirza, “ many of the 
descendants of the people who were then made prisoners 
and carried off are still to be found in Kashghar, and 
are become perfect Moghuls.” * 

The news of this invasion was most unwelcome to 
Abusald, who was then in Khordsan preparing for an 
expedition against Irdk. He was at a loss in what 
manner to deal with the Khan. If he were to advance 
into Moghulistdn, he knew that his enemy, instead of 
meeting him in the field, would retreat into the most 
remote parts of the country, where it was impossible 
for the Sultan with his army to follow him ; and that 
no sooner should he have commenced his retreat, than 
the Khan would follow close on his track, surround 
him ■with his swarms of horse, harass him in every 
march, carry off his stragglers and baggage, and dis- 
appear when he turned round to bring him to action. 
Abusaid, eager as he was to march for Irdk, could not 
leave behind so troublesome and so dangerous an 
enemy. 

In this exigency the Sultan resolved to secure his 


• Tar. Resli. f. 57. 
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oxvii dominions by giving Isan-bugha employment at 
home, and to raise up against him, among his own sub- 
jects, a rival or master. Yiinis Khan, the elder brother 
of Isan-ftugha, after the death of Mouldna Shcrefeddiu 
Ali, had left Yezd, and travelled first to Tabriz, and 
afterwards to Shirtiz, where for about fifteen years lie 
remained in the service, first of Ibrahim Sultan Mirza, 
and then of Abdalla ilirza, the son and grandson of 
Sultan Shahriikh. Abusaid now invited him to Herat, 
that he might set him up as Khan of the Moghuls ; 
trusting that though eight and twenty j'cars had elapsed 
since he left Moghulistan, such of the chiefs or tribes 
as were on bad terms with Isan-bufrha would be clad 
to join his elder brotlicr, and that thus a diversion would 
be produced, which could not fail to be favourable to 
the Mirza’s interests. He probably did not wish either 
brother to gain a decided ascendency over the other. 
It might be more convenient for his views that Moghu- 
listdn should be disti’actcd by parties, and kept in a 
state of combustion and weakness.* 

"When Yiinis arrived at Herat, he was received and 
entertained with great magnificence by Sultan Abusaid, 
who acknowledged him as Grand Khan of the IMoghuls, 
and entered into a treaty with him in that capacity. 
A grand festival was held on the occasion, in a stately 
kiosk or summer-palace in the Bagh-i-Zsigluln, where 
the Khan was introduced with much ceremony, and 
seated on a throne. The Sultan then addressed him 
in a long speech, in which ho is said to have explained 
his views without disguise. He observed that when 
the great Taimur conquered the Khan of the Moghuls, 
many of his Amirs advised him to put an end to the 
dynasty of the Khans; that Taimur, however, seeing 
that some were partial to the old system, and having 
no wish to destroy it, raised Syurghatmish to the 

* Tar. Resh. IF. jfi — 60., Babci. p II. 
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Khanship, issuing all firmans in his name, hut keeping 
him entirely in his power ; that on his death, Mahmiid 
Khan was made Khan in his place * ; that down to the 
time of Ulugh Beg Mirza, there continued to be a Khan, 
but that his power was merely nominal : that, at this 
last period, the Khalifs and Khans who claimed superi- 
ority over Taimur Beg’s family became extinct, and 
that now the Mirza was altogether independent ; that he 
had called Yfinis Khan from a low estate to make him 
a prince ; that the Khan must however renounce the 
old pretensions of the family, must call himself his 
friend, and comport himself as such ; and that in future, 
the sovereign mandates should be issued in the do- 
minions of the Sultan in his own name, and in the 
name of his descendants. To these conditions Yiinis 
agreed, and confirmed them with an oath ; from this 
time therefore the Mirzas of Transoxiana were inde- 
pendent of the Chaghatdi Khans in form, as they had 
long been in reality. All the Moghuls who were 
scattered over the Sultan’s territories were now com- 
manded to join liiinis Khan, wdio soon after set out to 
recover his kingdom. 

Yiinis Khan had now reached the age of forty f; but, 
though a man of talents, the training which he had 
received in the last twenty-eight years of his life, while 
it made him an amiable and learned man, and earned 


* T.ar. Res.h. ff. 58, 59. 123. 
The author of the Shajiat gives us 
the same infoimatioti. “ On the 
death of Syoorghunumush Khan, 
the great Ameer Timoor raised to 
the throne his son, Sultan Mahmood, 
and his name was written at the 
head of state-papers as long as the 
great Timoor lived, and to the period 
when Timoor departed this life, at 
the town of Otrar, on his expedition 
against Khutai, the Khani or sove- 
reignty of Sultan Mahmood was in- 
disputed and independent.” Colonel 


Miles’s Sli^'rat, p. 38.3. The ac- 
count of the descendants of Chengiz 
Khan in the Shajrat, being taken 
from Ulugh Beg Mirza’s work on 
the four Ulus or tiibes, closes with 
Sultan Mahmud. The Tar, Resh. 
f. 1 23., informs us, that these khans 
were styled emperors (paJshah), but 
were mere prisoners. It is lo be 
noted, that all the khans alluded to 
by Abusaid were those of Maweran- 
naher, not of Moghulistan. 

+ His age was forty-one lunar 
years. 
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for him the title of Ustdd, or Doctor, in the refined 
society of Sliirdz, was not equally fitted to make him 
popular^or happy among the rude rangers of the desert. 
On entering Moghulistiin, he was joined by several 
tribes who were disaffected to his brother, and especially 
by Mir Kerhn-Bcrdi, who was a Doghlat, and by the 
Konchi and Begchak Moghuls. To strengthen his in- 
terest he married Ais-doulat Begum, the daughter of 
the Chief of the Kenchi Tunian, and the grandmother 
of Baber.* His followers soon formed a considerable 
body ; but their chiefs had for so many years been 
accustomed to act for themselves as independent, that 
they yielded but a very imperfect obedience to their 
new ruler. Unable to command, he was compelled to 
use every art of conciliation, and to work upon them by 
such means as were in his power. 

The two first years of his new reign present a varied 
scene of success and disaster. Encouraged by the 
numbers who joined his standard, he ventured, in the 
second year after his return, to advance against Kasli- 
gar, which w'as held by Amir Syed Ali, an able and 
popular prince, who, as we have seen, had adhered to 
his rival, but was now aged and unable to sit on horse- 
back. Amir Syed shut himself up in the town, which 
Yfinis besieged. Isan-bugha, who was then at Yiildfiz, 
the farthest eastern extremity of his dominions, on 
hearing of this attempt, collected his forces, and set 
out Avith sixty thousand men to the relief of the Amir. 
Such was his speed, that in eleven days he arrived, 
but attended by only six thousand, all the rest having 
fallen behind. He was joined by the Amir of Kdshghar, 
with thirty thousand of his followers. A desperate 

* Ais-doulat Begum was the fell, and with great pomp, pro- 
daughter of Shir Haji Beg, the rlaimed Khan by the tribes. Baber, 
greatest of the Sigliiiichi Begs (pro- p. 12. She is represented by Baber 
bably a branch of the Konchi or as a woman of great talents and in- 
Kochin). He was, on this occasion, fluence. 
seated along with her on a white 
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battle was fought, about twelve miles from Kdshghar, 
on the side of Aksii, where Yiinis Khan was completely 
defeated, and all his baggage, with his wife and eldest 
daughter, then at the breast, fell into the hands of the 
victor. The Amir entertained them honourably, and 
sent them back to the Khan. Tunis, on this dis- 
comfiture, was deserted by the tribes that had joined 
him, but which now separated, each to consult for its 
own safety. Seeing himself thus deprived of all means 
of carrying on any active operations in Moghulistdn, he 
left his family with their friends in the desert, and 
again repaired to Khordsdn.* 

To such distress was Tunis Khan now reduced, that 
on his arrival at Herat, he did not possess the means 
of pi’oviding even the customary otfering which in the 
East it is necessary to make on approaching a prince. 
In this distress, he prevailed upon one of the officers of 
his household to allow himself to be presented to the 
Sultan as a slave. Abusaid, desirous to keep up the 
intestine wars in the desert, and wishing to inspire the 
kloghuls with some confidence in the Khan, bestowed 
on him the territory of Masikhi, a small hill-country 
dei)endent on Andejdn, and bordering on Tdshkend, 
and sent him to renew the contest. On his taking 
leave, the faithful servant, whom he had presented to 
the Sultan, finding himself left alone in a foreign land, 
was no longer able to repress his feelings, but broke 
out into loud lameutatious. The Sultan, who inquired 
Avhat was the cause of the man’s distress, on discovering' 
the truth, caused the honest Moghul to be properly 
accoutred, armed, and mounted, and sent him to follow 
his master. f 

It happened fortunately for the Khan that Mir Syed 
Ali of Kashghar died soon after his return ; and that 
about four years afterwards Isan-bugha also died, and 


* Tar. Kesh. f. 60. 


f Ibid. f. 6l. 
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was succeeded by Lis son Dost Muhammed Khan, a sect. m. 
niiin of a violent and imprudent character. Of the 
two so»s of the Amir of Kdshghar, the one sided with 
Dost Muhammed, and the other, of course, Avith Yuuis a.‘d.'i 462. 
Khan, who, having been previously joined by many of 
his former adherents, and by some Moghul tribes, now 
became more powerful than he had yet been. He 
moved eastward, and several times entered Kdshghar, 
being fond, we are told, of eities and of cultivated 
countries, and of living in houses; but the murmuis of 
the tribes avIio disliked and shunned all towns and 
settled habitations, prefening to dwell under tents, to 
live the free life and to breathe the free air of the 
desert, compelled him as often to retire back into 
Moghulistdn. Dost Muhammed Khan, his nephew and And of 
now his rival, reigned only four years. On his death, hArnnKrt,' 
ydiiis Khan, being joined by the chief men Avho had a.d.u 65 - 6 , 
hitherto adhered to his brother’s party, became all- 
powerful. A few of the immediate followers of the ''fun's 

X Khan 

family carried otF Dost’s son, Kepek Sultan, then a boy, 
and fled with him to Terfan, at the eastern extremity 
of the country. It was now the wish of Yiinis Khan 
to have taken up his residence at Aksii, “ Avhich com- 
pared with Moghulistdn was something of a toAvn,” 
but he speedily found that if he indulged this taste, 
the tribesmen would go over in a body to his grand- 
iiephcAV Kepek Sultan. Compelled by necessity there- 
fore, he returned to the Avilds of Moghulistdn with all 
his folloAvers.* 

Just at this time occuri'cd the disastrous expedition c.iianiity 
of Sultan Abusaid Mirza into Irdk, where he perished 
Avith his mighty army. Three of his sons succeeded A.D.iib 8 i- 9 . 
him, in different kingdoms, in Mdwerannaher ; Sultan 
Ahmed Mirza in Samarkand ; Sultan Mahmud Jlirza in 
Ilibsdr, Kunduz and Badakhshdn ; and Sultan Umer- 

* Tar. Rcbh. ff. 61 — 6l!. 
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sheikh MiiYii iu Aiidejdn and Ferghana. Tunis Khan, 
in fulfilment of an engagement with Sultan Abusaid, 
bestowed three of his daughters on these three Mirzas, 
with a view at once to strengthen the friendship between 
the two families, and to put an end to the enmity 
which had long subsisted between the Moghuls of the 
desert and the Chaghatais of Mawerannaher. 

Not very long after, in the course of a.h. 877, a 
Kalim^k chief (expelled from his own country by intes- 
tine feuds), entered Moghulistdn, on the east, with three 
hundred thousand foUowei’s. Defeated on the banks of 
the Tli, by the overwhelming force of these invaders, 
Yiinis Khan retreated westward to Turkistan, and 
passed the winter at Kara-Tokiii. It was there that he 
was surprised by Banij Ughlan and his Uzbeks, who 
seized and plundered his camp, as has been mentioned, 
Avhen he attacked them in turn, and inflicted on them 
an exemplary revenge. In the spring he moved to 
Tdshkend. The governor of that province was Sheikh 
Jemdleddin Khar, nominally under the Sultan of Samar- 
kand, but in the un&ettled state of the country that 
followed Abusaid’s disaster in Irak, he yielded but an 
imperfect obedience to any superior. As Yiiiiis Khan 
approached Tdshkend, the Sheikh came out in state 
Avith a numerous retinue, as if to meet and do him 
honour.* The Khan saw, Avith surprise, his OAvn 
followers suddenly disappear from his train; nor was 
he much reassured Avhen told that they Avere gone 
forAvard to receive Sheikh Jemal. Being soon left 
nearly alone, he was seized by his OAvn people, at the 
command of the Sheikh, and throAvn into prison, where 
he languished a Avhole tAvelvemonth. 

It appears that Yiinis Khan’s Amirs, being discontented 
Avith him, had entered into a conspiracy with Sheikh 
Jemdleddin, to Avhom the Avhole Uliis of Moghuls sub- 


* 111 “ IbUkhnl,” as if is called. 



INTRODUCTION. 

initted as their chief. The Sheikh, to add insult to in- 
jury, bestowed Ais-doulat Begum, the Khan’s wife, and 
mother*of the betrothed wives of the Sultans of Samar- 
kand and Ferghdna, on one of his officers. The Begum, 
when this unseemly transfer was notified to her, ut- 
tered not a word. Her intended husband, arriving in 
the evening, entered the house ; his attendants remain- 
ing without. The Begum’s female slaves closed the 
doors behind him, and barred them within. They then 
fell upon the unhappy bridegroom and put him to death 
with their loiives. In the morning his body was igno- 
iniuiously cast out of the house. When Sheikh Jeind- 
leddin sent to call the Begum to account for this 
murder, “ I am the wife of Yilnis Khan,” she replied, 
“ and of him only. Sheikh Jcmdl has thought fit to give 
me to another. He knows whether this is in accord- 
ance with religion and law. 1 have killed the man ; let 
Sheikh Jemdl kill me, if he chooses.” Jcmdl was loud in 
her praise, and allojyed her to return with honour to 
her husband. 

It was about a year after these transactions when 
Amir Abdal-kadus, with a small body of men, fell upon 
Sheikh Jemal, slew him, and brought his head to Yiinis 
Khan whom he released from his prison. All the Mo- 
ghul chiefs who had joined the Sheikh now returned to 
their allegiance to the Khan. They protested to him 
that they had left him solely on account of his fondness 
for cities and cultivated countries, which to them were 
odious. The Khan promised that henceforward he 
Avould entirely give them up, and live and breathe in 
the pure air of the desert. As the Kalimdks had by 
this time returned to their own country, the Khan 
•moved back with all his camp to the steppes of Moghu- 
listau. Hot long after his return, the servants of Kepek 
Sultan Ughlan, Dost Muhammed’s son, who had been 
cai-ried to Tcrfan, slew him and brought his head to 
y unis Khan. Though iu a state of hostility with Kepek 
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Sultan, the Khun was iudlgiiaiit at this act of treachery, 
and gave up the murderers to undergo the penalty of 
the Muhaminedan law of retaliation. Yiiiiis Khan, thus 
relieved from all domestic enemies in the desert, re- 
mained in Moghulistan for several years, never even 
hinting a Avish to visit a,ny town ; and, during that time, 
by his amiable manners and by his compliance with the 
usages of the tribes, succeeded in a very great degree 
in gaining their attachment. But though he thus be- 
came sole Khan of Moghulistan, the horde of the Mo- 
ghuls never appears perfectly to have recovered that 
degree of unity, or the Khans that degree of power, 
which they had enjoyed before the death of Weis Khan 
and the calamity of Irazan. Habits of disunion and 
discord, long indulged, prepared them for new misfor- 
tunes. 

Some of the most important events of Yiinis Khan’s 
later yeai’s, Avcrc his campaigns in Kdshghar, and his 
transactions with his sons -in-law the^ultans of Maweran- 
naher. The former may be but briefly noticed, the 
latter are more nearly connected Avith the history of 
Samarkand. 

Muhammed Haider Mirza, Doghlat, was the Amir of 
Kdshghar, Avho had joined the party of Yiinis, and was 
protected by him. The Amir had married Jemdk, the 
widow of his elder brother, to Avhom she had born a 
son called Ababekor. This young prince, aided by the 
intrigues of his mother, Avho completely directed her 
weak and uxorious husband, succeeded in wresting 
Ydrkend from his uncle and stepfather. By his ad- 
venturous spirit and the unsparing prodigality with 
AA'hich he lavished on his followers Avhatever fell into 
his hands *, he soon attached to him a resolute band of 
chosen youths, draAvn from the highest families in the 

* AATien unprovided with the and the whole of his most valuable 
means of satisfying his followeis, he property^ to he pillaged, 
sometimes gave up to them his tents. 
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tribes. Aided by them, and with the sanction of the 
Amir himself, he took possession of Khoten under cir- 
cumstanaes of tlie blackest treachery * : and, rendered 
bold by success, at length advanced to occupy Kashghar 
itself, the seat of the Amir’s government. Twice did 
the Amir oppose him in the field, and twice did Aba- 
beker, with a handful of resolute troops, defeat his 
numerous armies. The Amir, in his distress, applied 
to Yiinis Khan, who hastened to his succour with fifteen 
thousand men. The combined army of the Khan and 
Amir, amounting in all to forty-five thousand men, ad- 
vanced towards Yiirkend, the seat of Ababeker’s power, 
but was met and defeated by that enterprising prince, 
with a force of little more than three thousand men. 
Next summer the Khan again advanced to the assist- 
ance of his ally, with sixty thousand of his Moghuls : 
but the combined army, amounting to ninety thousand, 
was once more completely routed by Ababeker, who re- 
lied chiefly on five thousand well-trained troops. The 
immediate result of this battle was the occupation of 
Kdshghar by Ababeker. The Khan and the Amir fled 
to Aksu, where the Amir drew the Khan’s younger son 
Sultan Ahmed into a conspiracy against his father, 
which was with some difficulty defeated. In spite of 
this perfidy of his ally Yiinis Khan was preparing to 
march anew, to restore the Amir to his dominions, when 
he was called away to protect Ferghana.f 

Much of the latter part of Yiinis Khan’s life was oc- 
cupied by his transactions with his sons-iu-laiv, the Sul- 
tans of Samarkand and Ferghana. On the present 
occasion he found the brothers in a state of mutual 
hostility, and Sultan Umersheikh apprehensive of seeing 
his territories invaded and overrun by his brother the 
Sultan of Samarkdiid. As the Khan approached Fer- 
ghdna, he was met by his son-in-law the Sultan of that 
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* Tar. Resh. ff. 56—70. 


+ Tar. Uesli. ff. 56— 70. 68—80. 
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SELT. III. kingdom, who assigned to him the little province of Ush, 
eastof Andej an, for his quarters. The Khan laboured zea- 
lously to effect a reconciliation between the brothers ; but, 
as he found it a work that required time, he prudently 
sent back the great body of Moghuls into the desert, 
under his eldest son. By his friendly intervention the 
intended invasion was prevented. At the end of win- 
ter, when the Khan returned into his own country, he 
left Muhauimed Haider, the deposed Amir of Kashghar, 
in the government of Ush, promising to come back and 
rejoin him at the proper season. But this arrangement 
Avas not agreeable to Sultan Umersbeikh, Avho, on the 
Khan’s departure, divested the Amir of his authority. 
Muhammed Haider, unable to stay where he was, or to 
go to ]\IoghulIstdn, repaired to Kashghar, flattering 
himself that Ababeker, Avho ivas at once his nephew 
and step-son, Avould grant him a favourable reception. 
Immediately on his arrival, however, he was thrown 
into prison, where he languished for a year ; Avhen, by 
a clemency very unusual with Ababeker, he Avas allowed 
to leave the country and proceed to Badakhshiin. 
Thence he Avent to Samarkand, where he remained two 
years ; and afterAvards joined Yiinis Khan on that chief’s 
earnest invitation, and Avas Avith him on his death-bed, 
assisting him by his skill in medicine, for Avhich the 
Amir Avas celebrated in his OAvn country. Ababeker 
Mirza Avas thus left in possession of Kdshghar, with all 
its dependent provinces, Avhich that able but blood-thirsty 
and unscrupulous tyrant ruled nearly fifty y^ears, and 
continued to hold at the accession of Bdber.* 

Yiinis Khan was never sorry to have a pretext for 
lingering near the Sirr. He Avas particularly attached 
to Sultan Umersheikh Mirza, the father of Btiber. They 
are represented as having Iwed together on the most 
familiar terms. The Khan sometimes carried the Sultan 

* Tar. Resh. if. 68—80, I93— 195. 
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to Moglmlistdn to visit him, and entertained him for a 
month or two in his tents ; and, in return, accompanied 
the youngi Sultan to Andejan, passing an equal space 
of time in his palace, Uinersheikh, who was ambitious 
and restless, made every exertion, but in vain, to in- 
duce the Khan to assist him in the conquest of Samar- 
kand. With his own inferior forces he repeatedly in- 
vaded that kingdom. His brother, Sultan Ahmed Mirza, 
retaliated by frequent invasions of Ferglnina. To de- 
feat these invasions Umersheikh, year after year, called 
in Yiinis Khan, assigning to him some portion of his 
dominions, in which he took up his residence during 
the winter with his household and immediate followers, 
while the great body of the Ulus remained with their 
flocks in the wide-spreading steppes of their country. 
On the return of spring, when the Khan visited Mo- 
ghulistan, the Sultan resumed possession of his districts. 
This armed mediation of the Khan prevented the suc- 
cess of Sultan Ahmed’s plans against Andejan. 

On one occasion, however, a serious misunderstanding 
arose between the two friends. Umersheikh had given 
up to the Khan the province of Akhsi for his winter 
quarters. Sultan Ahmed Mirza, who was ready to in- 
vade the countiy, on hearing of the Khan’s movements, 
desisted from his hostile intentions, Umersheikh, tlius 
relieved from his apprehensions, was impatient that the 
Khan should -withdraw from Akhsi, which was the prin- 
cipal district of his kingdom ; and, the Khan delaying 
and putting off his departure from time to time, the 
Sultan at length, losing patience, advanced to expel him 
by force. All the Khan’s attempts to soothe him prov- 
ing ineffectual, a battle ensued at Tika-sakaratha, Avhen 
the Sultan was defeated, taken prisoner and brought in 
bonds before Yiinis Khan. The good old Khan rose 
as his son-in-law apj)roached, advanced to meet him, 
made his bonds be removed, loaded him with presents, 
and set him at liberty ; telling him to hasten straight 
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SECT. HI. home to prevent such disturbances as might be expected 
to ensue from the news of his discomfiture and supposed 
captivity ; and promised himself to follow witlitout delay. 
The Khan then proceeded to send off such of the tribes 
as were still with him to Moghulistdn, and soon after, 
with his private household and a few followers, set out 
for Aiidejaii, where he spent two months with the Sultan 
in his palace, and conducted himself in so frank and 
friendly a manner that no trace of soreness was left 
in the mind of either. 

It was in the course of one of the many quarrels that 
arose between the sovereigns of Samarkand and Fer- 
ghana, that Khwaja Nasireddin Obeidulla, a holy man 
of great celobritj', was called in from Samarkand to 
rauntur treaty of peace between the Khan and 

the Khan. Umershcikb on the one part, and Sultan Ahmed on 
the other, and was received with much distinction by 
them all. “ I had heard,” said he, in relating the 
circumstance, “ that Yiinis Khan was a Moghul, and 
I concluded that he was a beardless Moghul, with the 
rude manners and deportment of an inhabitant of the 
desert. On the contraiy, I found him a handsome 
man, with a fine bushy beard, of elegant address, most 
agreeable and refined manners and conversation, such 
as arc very seldom to be met with in the most polished 
society.” One happy consequence resulted from this 
meeting. The venerable Khwaja addressed letters to 
all the Sultans around, with whom his influence was 
very great, to inform them that he had seen Yiinis 
Khan, the Moghul. “ The followers of such a man,” 
said he, “ are not to be carried off as booty. They 
belong to Islam : and,” continues our author, “ from 
that time forward, in Mawerannaher and Khoi’asan, 
none bought or sold captive Moghuls, ivho previously 
had been purchased in the same way as all Kafirs (in- 
fidels) are.” * 


* Tar. Rtfbli. ff. 06 — 68 . 
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After tlie death of Sheikh Jcmdl, Sultan Ahmed 
Mirza of Samarkand had resumed possession of Tash- 
kend and^Seiram, which he made over to his brother 
Umersheikh (the father of Baber), who possessed them 
several years. On the occasion of a new quarrel be- 
tween the brothers, however, Sultan Ahmed raised an 
army to recover these territories. Umersheikh, as 
usual, called in Yiinis Khan to his aid, and as the 
price of his alliance ceded Seiram to him. When the 
Khan entered the civilised country in which it lay, 
witli the intention of taking up his winter quarters, a 
number of the Moghul tribes, always attached to the 
life of the desert, and jealous of their Khan’s fondness 
for cities and agriculture, separated from his camp, 
deserted, and went home. The pertinacity with which 
Yiinis Khan so often went in the teeth of their pre- 
dilections may seem inconsistent with his acknowledged 
talents ; but, besides the natural influence of his learned 
education and early habits, he was afiected by religious 
motives. Ilis subjects were still in general pagans, or 
inclined to paganism ; and his piety led him earnestly 
to desire that he could induce them to cultivate the 
ground, being firmly persuaded, says his historian, that 
until they settled and inhabited towns, he could not 
thoroughly introduce the Moslem faith.* Hence his 
repeated though ineflectual attempts to lead them to a 
more settled life. On the present occasion, the more 
refractory and resolute of those wlio adhered to their 
ancient faith and usages, and they seem to have been 
the great majority of the iloghuls, separated from him 
altogether, and returned into their deserts, carrying 
along with them, and putting at their head, his younger 
son, Sultan Ahmed Khan. But, as the extinction of 
his brother Isanbugha’s family had now left Yiinis 

* Tar. llcsli. f. 112. A siiniUr by Christian inissionauus. 
observation has upcatcdl} been made 
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Khali without a rival, this defection affected him less 
seriously than it would have done at an earlier period, 
as the ascendency of his own family in Moghulistdii 
Avas still left secure. 

That Avinter the Khan passed in Seiram. The army 
of Sultan Ahmed haidng moved from Samarkand to 
recover the disputed provinces, Yiinis Khan sent his 
eldest son Sultan Mahmiid, Avith thirty thousand men, 
that he might form a junction with Umersheik, Avho 
Avas on his march from Ferghana, at the head of fifteen 
thousand men, to attack the common enemy. When 
the three armies had appi’oached near each other, and 
a bloody battle was on the eve of being fought, KhAvdja 
Kasireddm Obeidulla, hastening from Samarkand, sent 
forward expresses to announce his approach. The 
three potentates, obedient to the voice of the saintly 
man, halted the moment the messengers reached them. 
The Khwdja brought the princes together into one 
apartment, and sitting doAvn along with them, mediated, 
or rather dictated, the conditions of a peace. Tdshkend, 
as well as Seiram, was given up to the Khan by the 
consent of the hostile brothers; and for some years 
continued to be the usual residence of one branch of 
the jMoghul Khans. 

About tAvo years after these events, Yiinis Khan 
died, at the age of seventy-four. None other of the 
Cliaghatai Khans had attained to that age, says the 
historian ; nay, hardly any of them had attained to 
forty.'* He AA'as an accomplished, brave, and generous 
prince ; but, in his later years, placed in a situation 
much at variance Avith the previous habits of his life. 

On his death, his elder son, Sultan Mahmud Khan, 
generally called in this history “ the Elder Khan,” was 
proclaimed his successor as Grand Khan, and reigned 
over the tribes Avhich had entered Tdshkend and Seirdm, 


’* These are lunar years. Tar. Resh. ff. 68. 80. 110. 
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or that dwelt in the neighbouring steppes; but his sect.iii. 
younger son, Sultan Ahmed Khan (called hereafter 
“ the Yopnger Khan ”) continued to govern the tribes 
that ranged in the more distant and much more exten- 
sive wilds of Moghulistan, reaching far to the north 
and east. 

Ko sooner did the death of the Khan become known 
to the Sultans of Ferghana and Samarkand, than they 
hastened to recover what they had lost. The former suit.mof 
having pushed on a considerable force under his most 
distinguished officers, succeeded in getting possession 
of U'hter, a strong Ibrtress in Tashkend. The loss of 
the conciliating spirit of Yiinis Khan was now felt. 

Fshter was iininediatel}’ afterwards attacked and stormed 
Ijy the new Khan, and all the Sultan’s brave adherents 
put to the sword. As they consisted of his best troops, 
this reverse entirely broke his strength, which never 
had been great.*^ 

Kor was the Sultan of Samarkand more successful, andofsa- 
In the course of the folloA\ing year he led an immense 
army, said to consist of no less than an hundred and 
fifty thousand men, to recover Tashkend, was met by 
the elder Ivhanon the Chirr, a river which pas'ses Tash- 
kend on its way to the Sirr, and there completely 
routed, crowds of his array being drowned in attempt- sriws Tur- 
ing to recross. llahmiid, pursuing his advantage, 
took possession of the country of Turkistan, lower 
down the laxartcs, which had been occupied by the 
Sultan of Samarkdnd, for whom it was then held by 
Muhammed Mazid Terkhan, that prince’s maternal 
uncle.f The Terkhan was himself taken and kept as a 
prisoner, and -was afterwards useful iu negotiating a he 
peace. The government of Turkist.in -was bestowed, as 
a reward for some important services, on Shahi-lleg or 
Sheibani Khan, who had now entered the service of the 
Khan. 

• Tar. llesli. f. 81. Baber does t Babci’s Mem. p. ei. . Tar. 
not allude to this loss at Ushter, lU^h. f HO. 
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The loss of Turkistan was not the only consequence 
of the disaster on the Chirr. When the news of it 
reached the Governor of Uratippa, in alarm^ he gave 
up that valuable district to Umirsheikh Mirza of 
Ferghana, who continued to possess it till his death. 

Sheibhni, now Governor of Tiirkistdn, gradually 
acquired a singular ascendency over the elder Khan, 
his patron ; the natural influence of a powerful over a 
weak mind.* Ko sooner was he established in his 
'Tovermnent, than the scattered Uzbeks who Avere 
attached to the old dynasty, began to assemble from 
all quarters, under the banners of the grandson of their 
ancient chief. The patronage thus afforded by the 
Khan to the family of their mortal foe, led to keen 
remonstrances on the part of the sons of Girdi Khan 
and Jdni Beg Khan, the founders of the new confederacy 
of the Kaizd^Uzbeks. The Moghuls and Kaizaks had 
always hitherto been connected as friends and allies, 
the Kaizdks haA ing received from the hloghuls a tract 
of their country, when they originally fled from the 
oppi’esfaion of Abulkhair Khan and renounced his govern- 
ment. The Kaizdks noAV complained, that, to bestOAV 
Turkistdn on Shcibdni Khan, their hereditary enemy, 
A\'as bi'inging him into direct collision with them. This 
quarrel produced a rupture, AA'hich terminated in a war 
between tlie Kaizdks and Moghuls, in the course of 
AA'hich jMahiiiiid (the elder Khan) suffered tAvo great 
defeats. These discomfitures of the Khan Averc, Iioav- 
ever, somewhat connected with another part of the 
internal policy of his gOA'ernment. “ Ydnis Khan,” 
says the historian, “ had always been the khan of the 
great chiefs. Men Avho succeed to power without any 
effort frequently do not attend to, or do not knoAv the 
Avorth of men of merit ; nay, they vainly imagine that 
any Avhom they think fit to patronise or favour thereby 

*' Baber’s Mem. pp. 9, 10. 
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become men of worth. In conformity with this per- 
nicious maxim, the new Khan, forsaking his father’s 
policy, protected and patronised persons of low degree, 
who constantly employed themselves in undermining 
and subverting the old and dignified chiefs ; so that, at 
last, the Khan proceeded to put to death five great 
Amirs, who were heads of departments, and extirpated 
their families, placing five others of low rank in their 
places. "When the differences arose between the Khan 
and the Kaizfik Uzbeks, on the subject of Sheibsini, and 
went on till they ended in war, these five mean creatures 
were his ministers. Hence,” continues the historian, 
“ defeat ensued ; and the fame of the Khan and the 
terror of his name, which had settled on the hearts of 
the Sultans around, through the exertions of their pre- 
decessors in office, were entirely dissipated.” * But the 
power of Sheibdni continued to increase, and he daily 
became more and more independent in his government 
of Turkistdn. 

The younger Khan, who ruled in eastern Moghul- 
istan, was a man of much greater energy and capacity 
than his brother. When in his father’s lifetime he 
retreated into the desert from Tashkend, accompanied 
by the discontented JMoghuls, his fir'st and most earnest 
concern was to reduce the power of the heads of tribes, 
by whom his father’s plans had often been thwarted. 
To this task he devoted himself for ten years ; in the 
course of which time he attained his purpose, by weak- 
ening some and destroying others. In the prosecution 
of this design he made many long and rapid marches, 
and fought many bloody battles ; and it was only by 
his uncommon bodily strength and prowess, and by his 
skill in the management of his sabre, that he escaped, 
though not unwounded, from the attempts made by the 
indignant and refractory chieftains to assassinate him. 
In the end, however, he overcame every opposition, and 
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■was implicitly obeyed by all. He made successful in- 
roads on the Infidel Kalimilks, ■whom he defeated in t’n'o 
bloody battles, which earned for him the narae/if Ilachi 
Khan, signifying in their Lnigiiage “ tlie slaughtering 
Khan,” a designation by which he was ever after popu- 
larly knoivn. When his brother Mahmiid (the elder 
Khan) was defeated by the Kaiziik Uzbelcs, Ahmed 
marched to his assistance, invaded their territory, thrice 
drove them from the field, and plundered their country. 
He kept Moglmlistan in such order, ive are told, that, 
for the extent of seven or eight months’ journey, not a 
Kalim/ik or Kaizak dared to set foot on his territory.* 
Such was the state of kfoghulistdn, and its Khans, on 
the accession of Bdber. 


Pent Second, ciiagiiatai KnAj,s or M.(wERAN^AiinR . — their de- 
Cr.l.\E AKD EXTIXCTIOX. 

We have seen that the Chaghatdi Empire came to be 
divided into two great parts, Moglmlistan and Jlaweran- 
naher, from the time of the first Isan-bugha, if not earlier. 
The histoiy of the Khans of Moghulistdn ire have briefly 
traced. The territory lying between the Sirr and the 
Ilazdra mountnins, with its inhabitants, more particu- 
larly and almost exclusively acquired the name of 
Chaghatdi ; a name aftenvards still farther restricted to 
the portion of that territory lying beyond the Amu. 
The earlier succession of the Khans of Mdwerannaher 
was troubled and uncertain ; the strongest proof of 
which is, that, after Isan-bugha’s departure for Mo- 
ghulistdn, of the ten who occur between him and Kdsdn 
Sultan, from A. n. 721 to a.ii. 733, in the short space of 
twelve years, two are not of the Chaghatdi line, (one 


* Tar. Resh. IF. 84 — 86.; and Baber’s Memoiis. 
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being descended of Tuli and one of Ukfdi,) while the 
names of four are not contained in the lists of several 
historiai^ of the dynasty. 

Kilzdii Snltan Ivhan, wdio it'igned about fourteen 
years, was the last of the Khans of Msiwerannaher who 
was not a mere pu})|iet in the hands of the Minister. 
Having put to death several Amirs and Xuians, his 
tj-ranny or severity excited re^’olt among the chiefs of 
the different districts of his dominions. Mir Kazaghan, 
the liead of a Moghul tribe settled in IvhutMn on the 
Amu, Avas placed at the head of the confederated insur- 
gents ; and, after a Avar carried on Avith A'arious success, 
Vi&zAu Khan fell in battle, about a hundred and four 
years after the death of Ghaghatdi. By these e\'ents the 
power of the Khans of MaAverannaher roceiA’ed a fatal 
bloAv. “ After him,” says Abulghazi Khan, “ there Avere 
indeed other khans in that country, but they AA’^ere such 
as only bore the name of Khan Avithout having the 
power, each head of a tribe as.snming the liberty of 
doing Avhat he pleased, and obeying the Khan as much 
as he thought fit.” * 

It is unnecessary to follow the series of Chaghatiii 
Khans Avho .succeeded, princes possessed of no rerd an- 
thorit}', em[)loyed merely to sanction the acts of ambi- 
tious ministers, and most of them raised to the throne 
and dragged doAvn and murdered, as stare policy or the 
minister’s caprice happened to suggest. Transoxiana 
fell into a state of anarchy, and to the calamity of in- 
testine wav was added that of Tartar invasion from the 
north. P'rom all of these evils it Avas relieved l>y the 
final succe.ss of the great Taimur; AA-^ho, having over- 
come all his competitors, reduced the country to order, 
and ruled Avith uncontrolled power. He retained, how- 
ever, the still venerated name and dignity of the Khans ; 

* Abulghazi, Hibt. Gen. pt. y. Kazan Khan, is given in Appendix 
c. ii. A list of the Chaghatdi Khans C. 
of Mawerannaher, who succeeded 
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stead of a descendant of Chaghatdi setting up one 

Syurghatmish, of the race of Oktai Khan, ip whose 
name as Khdkan or Grand Khan, and not in that of 
Taimur, all edicts and commissions were issued. 
Though this deference was paid to ancient usage, the 
Khan was carefully deprived of all real authority, and 
his office was a mere name. Syurghatmish dying in 
the lifetime of Taimur, the title was bestowed on his 
son Sultan Mahmiid Khan, who has acquired a place in 
history from being the jierson by whom the Ottoman 
emperor, Bajazet Ilderim, was made pi’isoner at the great 
battle of Angora. Sultan Mahmud appears to have held 
the dignity of Khan as long as Taimur lived. The 
future succession is uncertain. Tumin Kutlnk Ughlan 
is said to have succeeded Sultan j\Iahmiid. But with 
them the Grand Khans acknowledged in Mdwerannaher 
Their ex- prohably ended. In the time of Ulugh Beg Mirza, 
tinction. Taimur’s grandson, the monarchs of Samarkand began 
to issue firmans in their own name. Though the names 
of Toghlak-Taimur and of his son Elias Khwdja, Khans 
of Moghulistan, are found in the list of Chaghatai 
Khans contemporary with Taimur, these princes were 
never recognised to the south of the Sirr, except for a 
brief period of four or five years, when their armies 
Avere in the temporary possession of the country.* 

When fhe dynasty of the Chaghatdi Khans became 
extinguished in Mawerannaher, it was. succeeded by 
that of Taimur ; to whom, down to the present day, the 
monarchs of the East delight to trace up their origin. 

* The principal authoiities for rat, Abuighazi, and Deguignes. 
this period are Sherfeddin, the Shaj- 
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SECTION FOUKTII. 


NEW TIJRKI DYNASTY OK Mi'll TAIMUB. — ^IIIS CONQUESTS SIIj(rL'KII 

AND ULUGH BEG MIREAS. — ABUSAID MIRZA. — ^lUS DEATH ^DIVISION 

OF Ills DOMINIONS. — UMERSHEIKH MIBE.I, KING OF FERGHANA 

HIS DEATH. — SUCCESSION OF BABUR. 

Taimuk Beg, the founder of a new dynasty, was born 
in Transoxiana, at Shehr-sebz, or Kesh, thirty uniloH 
south of Samarkand, on the 25 Shaban a. h. 736 (a. d. 
1336, April 9.).* He was the son of the Chief of the 
Birliis, a tribe of tlie purest Mongol origin, but the 
scattered individuals of which, from long residence in 
Tiirki countries, had become Turks in manners and 
language. His extraction, like that of all other great 
inonarchs, has been traced back into fabulous times. 
As Chenglz Khan was the conqueror whose family for 
a century and a half had given rulers to all the prin- 
cipal countries of Tartary and Persia, a connection 
with it was courted as a mark of dignity and import- 
ance ; and a pedigree connecting him with that family 
Avas easily discovered for the successful warrior. The 
period of time which had elapsed between Chengi'z 
Khan and Taimur Avas too short, and the descendants 
of the great conqueror Avere too well known, to admit 
of any claim on the part of Taimur to a direct descent 
from him. But flattery found their common ancestor 
in the holy AlankdAva, and Taimur could claim as Avell 
as Cheugiz, the honour of a hcuA-enly descent. Whether 
he really did so, or Avhethcr the claim was made for 
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him at a later date, is not very clear. He certainly, 
however, if the memoirs ascribed to him are authentic, 
did claim to be of the same family as Chengiz, and even 
to have pretensions to be hereditary Prime ^Minister of 
the dynasty. 

The stoi-y Avas that Tumana, one of the ancestors of 
Chengiz, had twin sons, Kdbul and Kajiili. The eldest 
one night dreamed that he saw a blazing star between 
the heaven and earth, the brightness of which gradually 
increased till it obscured all the other stiirs, and filled 
the whole esirth Avith its bplcndour. 'Ihe younger 
brother had the same dream, only his star Avas smaller, 
and its eflulgence less brilliant. Interpreters of dreams 
Avere consulted, Avho predicted that from the I’ace of 
tlie elder a mighty monarch Avould arise, avIio should 
conquer the Avhole earth, Avhich his pobterity would 
rule for ages; and that the younger brother and Ids 
descendants Avere to be their )»rime ministers. To 
carry into eflcct this declared Avill of heav'en, the tAvo 
brothers, it is pretended, entered into a covenant, 
styled “ the AltamghA of Tumana Khan by Avhich it 
was agreed, that, Avhile the princes of the elder branch 
of the family w'cre to be iiiA'estcd Avith all the honours 
of the sovereignty, the active cares of the administra- 
lion AA^ere to devohe on the family of the younger 
brother. From Kdbul, the elder brother, Avas descended 
Chengiz ; and from Kiijuli, the younger, came Mir 
Taimur. '■ Kdriichar Xiiian (or Nevian) w^as the Atalik 


' T'lie gemalogy gireu in tlio 
.1iuui-it-tov\aiikli and the Moiz-ul- 
aiisab (Hist, lies Mongols, p. 679.) 
iliflers in its earlier stages from that 
in Abulghazi, Hist, Gen. pt. iv. 
e w. The dieam, as lelated in the 
Shnjiat-ul-.^tiak, is much more spe- 
c'fic and more minutely prophetic, 
pp. — . 57 .; see alv). pp. S53. d67. 
.ji)8. The more impoi taut question, 
rt'giiuliiig thi giants of the Visier- 


ship to 'ruimur's family, is not free 
fiom difficulty. It is i.ot clear when 
they are first mentioned, and there 
seem even to be discordant claims. 
In Taimur’s Institute, as published 
by AVhite, Taimur states that the 
agreement between Kdbul Khan and 
Kajuli Behader was shown to him 
by Toghlak Taimur himself, pp. -22 
— 2.5. 'I’his is the more .singular 
as wc have aliearly seen that a claim 
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or Minister of Cliengiz, during his minoritj' ; in pursu- 
unce, it is asserted, of this ancient compact, which 
Chengia afterwards renewed. That prince is said to 
have left Kdrdchdr Nuian as Prime Minister to his 
son Chaghatdi Khan, who, on his part, at his death 
also committed to that able politician the execution of 
his will and the care of his children. It seems more 
certain that an agreement in writing was entered into 
between Dawa Chichaii, a descendant of Chaghatai, 
when he became Gi’aiid Khan of the JVIoghuls, and 
Alengiz Niiian, a grandson of Kardchar, confirming 
tlie two alleged prior contracts. From Kariichar, 
Taimiir is said to have been the fifth in descent. At 
all eveiTits, to be born like Taimnr of the family of the 
Chief of the noble tribe of Birlds, was no mean origin. 

But whatever was Taimur’s descent, his high eleva- 
tion was due to his own transcendent talents. His 


similar to that made for Taimur, to 
be Prime Minister to the Khan, was 
set up for Yulaji, the very person 
who had placed Tughlak Taimur on 
the throne. Vet Taimur was a 
Hir'as, Yulaji a IJoghlat. iMirza 
Haider, a descendant of Yulaji and 
a man of veracity, informs Us that he 
saw the fiimans that had been issued 
in favour of Kliodaidad, confirming 
the previous grants made to his 
family hy Chengiz Khan ami Togh- 
lak ’I'anniir, in his falhur's pos- 
session ; that they weie dated in 
tpriii,', in the year of the Ilog, at 
Kundiizj and that they were de- 
stroyed in the confusions consequent 
on the wais with Shahi Beg Kha.i. 
Tar. Kesh. f. 42. It would seem, 
therefore, as if claims were made by 
different families. The diversity 
between the representations of Tai- 
mur and Mirza Haider is curiuus, 
and may be considered as caslmg 
some doubt on the authenticity of 
the Institutes and Tuzuk of Taimur. 
Gibbon, with his usual critical acu- 


men, remarks, on occasion of the 
term used in them, as applied 

to the invaders of Trausoxiana, 
under Toghlak Taimur and his son, 
that were he assured that it existed 
in the original (Tt'iiki) Institutes, 
he would boldly pronounce them a 
forget y. It may be remarked that 
neither Baber, a ileseeiul.int of 'J’ai- 
mnr, nor IMiiza Haider, Baber's 
cousin, both of them princes who 
wrote commeiitaiies of their own 
transactions, the one in Turki, the 
other in I’eisian, e\ev allude to 
Taimur as the anth.jr of a smu!.ir 
woik. It is not in<po-sible that his 
Commentaries were known only in 
that branch of his family that reigned 
in Irdk and the West. I throw 
out these remiirks r.ilhcr for the 
purpose of exciting investigation 
than of delivering an opinion. At 
the same time, a critical examina- 
tion of the Ti'iziik and Institutes 
would be a valuable contiibution to 
Oriental History. 
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first contests, like those of Chengiz Ivhan, had for their 
object to gain the direction of his own tribe, whicb, 
after many vicissitudes of fortune, he attained; and, 
following up his success, after long and painful exer- 
tions he became the undisputed ruler of all Mdweran- 
naher, and had the glory of restoring to peace and to 
prosperity its various provinces, Avhich had long been a 
prey to anarchy. After this success at home, he led 
his victorious troops not only into the deserts of Kip- 
chak and of Moghulistan, but through the richest 
provinces of Asia, Avhich one after another lie reduced 
under his power, from the Dardanelles to Delhi ; and 
left at liis death one of the greatest empires the world 
ever saw. The troops by which he effected his con- 
quests were chiefly draAvn from the Turki tribes beyond 
the Oxus. 

The histor}' of Taimur and his earlier descendants is 
Avell knoAvn. It is only necessary for the present pur- 
pose to folloAV the history of the province of Jlawcr- 
aiinaber. Soon after Taiiuur’s death, his mighty 
empire Avas divided into many separate kingdoms. 
iMtiAverannaher became the portion of his son ShAhnikh 
Mirza, Avho long held it. Taimur’s third son, Mirza 
3Iiranshah, from Avhom Baber was descended, had for 
his share Azerbiiijdn, Syria, and IrAk. He lived chiefly 
at Tabriz, the climate of Avhich suited his constitution. 
But he fell, not long after his father’s death, in a battlj 
Avith Yusef, the chief of a Turkoman horde, near 
Tabriz. 

klirza Mininshah’s eldest son, Mirza Sultan Mu- 
hannned, at the time of his father’s death was residing 
in Samarkand, where he Avas treated with great kind- 
ness by his uncle Shdhrdkh Mirza, and by that prince’s 
son Ulugh Beg Mirza, more celebrated for his en- 
couragement of science, and especially for the Astro- 
nomical Tables constructed under his patronage, than 
for his extensive dominions. Mirza Sultan Muhammed 
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does not appear to have taken any active part in public 
life. hen visited on his death-bed by his cousin 
Ulugh Bog, he took his son Abusaid’s hand, and placing 
it in that of Ulugh Beg, vecomtocnded the young man 
to his protection. The trust thus committed to him, 
Ulugh Beg faithfully fulfilled; and Abusaid, for some 
years, served him -with diligence and affection. But 
Avben one of the sons of Ulugh Beg rebelled, and his 
father marched from Samarkand to chastise him, Abu- 
said Mirza, led by a guilty ambition, having secretly 
formed a party, occupied that capital. Ulugh Beg, 
hurrying back to quell this unlooked-for revolt, was 
followed and defeated bj' his rebellious son, b} whose 
order he was soon after murdered, though the decree 
for his execution is said to have boi*ne the name of the 
titular Grand-Khan.* The parricide next defeated 
.iVbusaid and made him jirisoner, yet sun'ived but a 
short time, and was murdered in his turn. The young 
captive being released from custody, after various 
reverses of fortune, joined Abulkhair Khan in the 
>vilds of Kipchab, and induced him to lead a body of 
his Uzbeks into Mdwerannaher. Escaping from the 
Khan’s camp, after a victory gained l»y the Uzbeks 
near Samarkand, Abusaid suddenly entered that capital, 
as has been mentioned, and was received with acclama- 
tions of joy by the inhabitants, who above all things 
dreaded the entrance of the barbarians, and gladly 
raised him to the throne.j' In the course of an active 
and vigorous reign, he not only subdued llawerannaher, 
but extended his kingdom over Khordsdn as far as 
Mekrdn and the Indus. But having engaged in an 
expedition into Azerbdijdn, to support one tribe of 
Turkomans against Uzan Hasan the chief of another, 
who aimed at subjugating the province, he was snr- 

* This was piobably one of the in which the Uiand Khan’s name 
last inbtances, perhaps the very last, was emplojeil. 

t See befoie, pp. 2£t. and 17- 
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rounded by that chieftain’s army in the defiles of the 
mountains near Ardebil, and perished with the greater 
part of his immense host. This event formed an era 
that long continued to be remembered as “ the calamity 
ofirdk.” 

On the death of this powerful prince, the grand- 
father of Baber, his extensive dominions fell to pieces, 
and were occupied partly by hi.s sons and partly by 
strangers. Of his sons, four became independent pi’iiices. 
The eldest, Sultan Ahmed Slirza, became sovereign of 
Samarkand and Bokhdra; Sultan Mahmud INIirza, his 
third son, gained possession of the provinces lying 
between the Iliudu-kush and Asfera mountains, a tract 
comprising Badakshdn, Khutlan, Turmez, and Hisdr- 
sliadnidii ; his fourth son, TJmersheikh Mirza, the father 
of Baber, continued to rule the small kingdom of 
Ferghdua or Andejdu, lying on both sides of the upper 
course of the Sirr, which he had governed in his father’s 
lifetime. A younger son, Ulugh Beg Mirza, retained 
possession of Kabul and Ghazni, which also had been 
given him by his father. The rich country of Khordsdn, 
after a long series of revolutions, was at length con- 
quered and enjoyed in peace by Sultan Husein Mirza, 
Baikera, also a descendant of Taimur, the greatest 
prince of his time, and an eminent patron of learning 
and learned men, as well as of all the fine arts. 

Sultan Uniersheikh Mirza, Baber’s father, had re- 
ceived the little countiy of Ferghana from his father 
in early life. He was, as we have seen, of an ambitious, 
restless disposition ; and made repeated attempts to 
conquer Samarkand, the kingdom of his eldest brother, 
who in return as often invaded his dominions. Both 
married daughters of Ynnis Khan, the Grand Khan of 
the Moghuls, who on different occasions marched to 
the assistance of Umersheikh, his favourite son-in-law, 
and mediated a peace between the brothers. Besides 
f erghana, the Mirza for some time possessed the fruitful 
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provinces of TAshkend and Seirkin, ■which passed from 
him into the hands of the Moghul Khans. He also 
held for 'a short time Shahrokhia; and when Sultan 
Ahmed Mirza suffered his great defeat on the Chirr, 
the governor of Uratippa surrendered that place to 
Umersheikh, A\ho kept it till his death. 

The Sultan had long reigned in his little kingdom, 
when, ill A.H. 8y9, Sultan Mahimid, the Ivlian of the 
Moghuls, and Sultan Ahmed Miraa, the King of Samar- 
kand, who had taken uinlmige at some ]>art of his 
conduct, entered into a contederac}' to deprive him of 
his dominions ; and cemented their union by the 
marriage of the Khan A\ith a daughter of the Mirza. 
The more effectually to eanw their purpose into effect, 
it was concerted that the Khan should enter Ferghana 
on the north and seize the provinces beyond the river j 
■while the ilirza was to enter the kingdom from the 
soutli and seize those on the left bank of the river. 
Accordingly, Muhunid, advancing from Tasheiid with 
a large army of his Moghuls, penetrated into Akhsi, 
the chief of the northern provinces ; and the Mirza at 
the same time marching from Samarkand, took the 
direction of Andcjan. the capital of the provinces of 
the south. 

It was at this crisis, when his conntiy Avas a prey to 
invasion, that Sultan Umersheikh Slirza Avas carried 
off by an unforeseen accident. His palace .stood on 
an eminence in the castle of Akhsi. Like many princes 
of the age, lie amused himself with training tame pigeons. 
Happening one day to go into a pigeon-house that was 
constructed witliin the palace, on the edge of a steep 
cliff overhanging the river below, the foundation gave 
way, he Avas precipitated doAvn the cliff along AAnrh the 
building, and killed on the spot. This event happened 
in the thirty-scA'^onth or thirty^-eighth year of his age, 
A\hen lie had reigned aliout tAA'cnty-MX Aral's, reckoning 
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from his father’s death.* He- is described by his son us 
a brave, good-humoured prince, of a siveet temper, ele- 
gant and refined in his manners and conversation, fond 
of letters and remarkable for his justice. In his exter- 
nal policy he was ambitious, restless, and unsteady. He 
left three sons, Bflber Mirza, by Kutluk-nigfir Khanum, 
the second daughter of YunisKhan; Jehdngir Mirza, 
by Fatima Sultan, the daughter of a chief of the Moghul 
Tumans ; and Ndsir Mirza by Umeid of Andejfin, a con- 
cubine. lie had five daughters, two of them post- 
humous. 

It may not be unnecessary to mention again in this 
place what were the states that bordered upon Fergh- 
ana, and what princes reigned in them at this period. 

The Ulus of Moghuls on the Sirr, had for its grand 
Khan, Sultan Mahmiid Khan, the eldest son of Yiinis 
Khan, and Bdber’s maternal uncle. Besides the provinces 
of Tdshkend, Seirdm and Shahi’okhia, he possessed some 
extent of territory in the desert. 

But the wide desert of Moghulistdn was held by 
Sultan Ahmed Khan, Mahmud’s younger brother ; and 
the tribes that acknowledged him, fed their flocks in a 
range of country, three months’ journey in extent, 
reaching fi-om Tashkend to Yeldiiz. 

Of the territory of Jdji Khan, the Desht-Kipchak, the 
eastern part was held by the Uzbeks. There had been 
a rupture in their tribes. On the defeat and death of 
Abulkhair Khan, the power of his family was broken. 
His son Bdriij Ughldn had soon after shared a fate 
similar to that of his father ; and his grandson Shdhi 
Beg Khan, had been compelled to quit the desert, and 
after having lived as a refugee at Bokhara, was now in 
Turkisttln, which he held under the protection of Sultan 
Mahmud Khan, and strengthened himself by collecting 
the scattered remnants of the tribe that continued to be 

A. H. 8i)9> Kamzan *4 (a. i>. nine lunar years oldi 
1494j June 9 .). He was thirty- 
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attached to his family, and such other Uzbeks as were sect. iv. 
discontented with their new rulers. 

The other branch of the Uzbeks, (who got the name of K>il7.tk Uz- 
Kaizdk Uzbeks,) from having been originally a small pre- 
datoiy body, had by the course of events become the 
most powerful division of the two; and occupied the en- 
tire desert north of Turkistan as far as the Yaik. Their 
Khan at this period was Berenduk Khan, the son of 
Gerdi. That country, by the writers of the time, is 
often called Uzbekistdn. 

Kdshghar was governed by Ababeker Mirza, a prince Kishghar. 
of great courage, but infamous for his tyranny and 
cruelty. 

In Mdwerannaher ; Samarkand and Bokhdra, with samnr- 
Shehr-sebz and Karshi, were held by Sultan Ahmed 
Mirza, Umersheikh’s elder brother. 

Hisdr, Khutldn, Badakhskdn, and Kunduz were in His.ir. 
the possession of Sultan Mahraiid Mirza, the immediate 
elder brother of Umcrsheikh. 

The three brothers, Ahmed, Mahmiid, and Umersheikh, 
had each married a daughter of Yilnis Khan. 

The more distant kingdoms of Kdbul and Ghazni con- Kiibui. 
tinned to be held by Sultan Ulugh Mirza, a fourth 
brother of the Mirzas. 

Khorasdn obeyed Sultan Husein Mirza Baikera, who Khoritsiin. 
at that time was by far the most powerful of the princes 
of the House of Tairnur. His capital was Herdt, which 
for the space of nearly half a century was the most 
magnificent city of the East, and celebrated not merely 
for the splendour and dignity of its Court, the archi- 
tectural beauty of its mosques, tombs, colleges, and 
palaces, but as being tlie resort of the greatest Divines, 
philosophers, poets, and historians of the age, who re- 
ceived the most liberal patronage from the Khakdn and 
his Amirs.* 

* The mateiials for this chapter the 'J'ariklii Reshidi. and Baher’s 
are supplied by the Rozet-us-Sefa, Memoirs. 
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BOOK FIRST. 

FBOM bAbER’S ACCES3TON TO ni3 FIRST EXPUI-SION FROM 

mAwerannaher. 


CHAPTER FIRST. 


conquest and loss of SAMARKAND. — LOSS AND RECOVERV 
OF andejAn. 


ACCESSION OF bAbER. ^STATE OF FEBCIIAN.Vj WniCII IS ATTACKED 

ON ALE SIDE.?. INVADERS BETELLED.— 1)F.ATU OF SULTAN AHMED 

OF SAM.VKKAND, /VND OF SULTAN JIAIImC'D, HIS BROTHER REVOLU- 

TIONS OF 1 HAT COUNTRY. — ^bAbEB INVADES IT. — HE BLOCKADES THE 
CAPITAL. — HUTS HIS AU.MY IK IVINTER QUARTERS. — IS ATTACKED BY 

S11F.11l(xI khan. — TAKES SAMARKAND REVOLT IN FERBIiAnA, IN 

J AVOUR OP Ills BROTHER JEIiAngIii. — bAbEB MARCHES TO QUELL IT. 

• — LOSES S.VMARKAND AND ANDF,.jXn. — HIS DISTRESS. — APTLIES 
FOB SUCCOUR '10 SULTAN MAIlMliD KHAN. — GETS POSSESSION OF 

MARGI1IN.(n. RISING OF THE POPULATION OF FEKGIiAnA IK ins 

F.VVOUU. — r.KCOVERS ANDEJAN. REVOLT OP IlIS JIOOUUL Tr.OOPS. 

SUCCr.SS OF TAMBOL AND HIS DF.PEAT CAMPAIGN OF KASAn 

bAbER concludes a peace -with .JEhAxo/e and TAMBOL. 

Zeiiiii-ed-din jMuhammed was born on tlie 6th day of 
Moharrem, a.ii. 888. He was the son of Umershcikh 
jMirza, the sovereign of Ferghdna, hy his wife Kutluk- 
nigar Khanum, the daughter of Yiinis Khan, the Grand 
Kliaii of tiie Horde of Moghuls.* His name was 


* Baber’s genealogy, on the fa- 
ther’s side, was ; Bauer the son of 
Sultan Uinarsheikh Mirza, the son 
of Sultan Abusafd Mliza, the son 
of Sultan Muhamined Mirza, the 
son of Mirza Miran-shah, the son 
of Amir Taimur Kork&n. 

On the mother's side, it was ; 
Kutluk-nigar Khanum, the daughter 
of 'i'lmis Khan, the son of Weis 


Khan, the son of Shir Ali Khan, 
the son of Muhammed Khwaja 
Khan, the son of Khizer Khwaja 
Khan, the son of Toghlak- Taimur 
Khan, the son of Jsan-bugha Khan, 
the son of Dawa Chichan, the son 
of Borah Khan, styled Ghi^-ed.din, 
the son of Sukar, the son of Kfimgar, 
the son of Chaghatai, the son of 
Chengi'z Khan. 
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chosen for him by KlnvAja Nasir-ed-din Obeid-ulla, at 
that time the most celebrated spiritual guide in Tran- 
soxiana. The Chaghatais, we are told, having some 
difficulty in pronouncing the Arabic words Zehir-ed-din, 
called him Baber, a name which his parents adopted; 
and his official designation became Zehireddin jMu- 
hammcd Baber.* At the period of his father’s death 
he was little more than eleven years of ago. 

The kingdom of Ferglidna, now Ivokdn, to which he 
succeeded, and which has become so famous as his 
birthplace, though of small extent, was, as he himself 
informs us, rich in fruits and grain. It is surrounded 
on all sides bj'^ mountains, some of them covered with 
perpetual snow, except towards the south-west, between 
Khojend and Samarkand, where there is an opening 
between the hills and the left bank of the river Seihiin. 
This river, called also the Sirr, and the river of Khojend, 
is the ancient Jaxartcsf, which, flowing down from the 
mountains on the side of Ktlshghar, divides Ferghdna 
into two parts, and afterwards proceeding by Tdslikond 
and Turkistlin, reaches the sea of Aral with diminished 
waters, after passing through a sandy desert. 

The ditferent ranges of hills that surround Ferghana 
do not seem to have any well-ascertained general names. 
Those on the south, covered with perpetual snow, which 
separate it fi-om the little country of Karatigin, may 
be called the Asfera range : the mountains which 
separate it on the east from Kashghar, and on the north 
from the deserts of Tartary, seem to bear the name of 
Alatdgh ; while, on the west, a branch running from 
this last-mentioned range towards the Seihfin, separates 
Ferghdna from Tdshkend, or Shahrokhia. The narrow 
opening already mentioned, between the Asfera hills 

* Tar. Reshidi, f. J23 The though not in the country, the Sei- 
Protector or Defender of the Faith, hun, in the same way as the Amu 
Muhammed the Lion. is called the Jcilnin. 

t The Sirr is called in books. 
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and the south bank of the river, is opposite to the 
termination of this branch. 

The country was divided into seven principal dis- 
tricts, of which five were to the south df the great 
river, and two to the north. Of those to the south, the 
chief was Andejdn, in which was the capital of the 
kingdom and the important fortress bearing the same 
name ; the district of Usk extended to the eastward ; 
that^^of Marghinan or Marghilan to the westward; 
Asfera stretched to the south and south-west among the 
mountains, occupying especially the glens and villages 
at their roots; and finally, Khojend, lower down the 
river, a strong place, within a bowshot of the stream, 
on the road to Samarkand. The districts north of the 
river were Akhsi * and K^sdn ; the former the second 
toAvn and the strongest fortress in the kingdom. 
Umersheikh had made it his capital. Kdsdn stretched 
to the oast and north of it. 

As the little country of Ferghdna possesses a rich 
soil, and lies in a temperate climate, though exposed 
in summer to violent heat, and in winter to severe 
cold, it abounds in corn and fruits, especially those of 
warm countries, such as the peach, the pomegrante, 
almond and melon. Its orchards and gardens ivcre 
celebrated. Game is plentiful. The sni-face of the 
lower grounds is varied ; while in the hills are delight- 
ful summer retreats, to which the inhabitants retire to 
avoid the heat of the weather. But though the country 
is in general fertile, it is intermixed with portions of 
ground that mark the neighbourhood of the desert. 

In Ferghdna, as in Transoxiana in general, the older 
inhabitants of the towns and of the cultivated country 
were Tdjiks, and belonged to no tribe; but in later 
times the irruptions from the north had increased the 
number of tribesmen, both Moghuls and Turks, so that 


* Called also Aklisfkat. 
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the population of the open country, and a considerable chap.i. 
portion even of that of the towns, was of Tdrki race, 7^7^^ 
and nowhere was the Turki language thought to be 
spoken in so much purity. It was the language of the 
rulers, and was in such general use as to be understood 
even by the town’s people, whose mother tongue was 
Persian.* It is but little kuowii tliat the Turki was at 
that period a cultivated tongue, in which much poetry 
and some history had been written. Tlie poets were 
numerous, but Mir Ali Slier Nawdi, a nobleman of the 
first rank in the Court of Herat, and a munificent en- 
courager of learning, who flourished at this period, was 
generally acknowledged in his own age, and the judg- 
ment has been ratified by succeeding times, as the most 
distinguished Tiirki poet; the second place, by universal 
consent, being assigned to Baber. The commentaries 
of Tairaur are supposed to have enriched this language ; 
as did those of Bdber at a subsequent time ; and the 
Genealogical History of Abulghazi Khan, the Prince of 
Khwarazm, at a still later period. 

It is not easy to convey any very correct ideti of 

* Baber’s Memoirs, pp, 1 — G. excited so much discussion, and 
The Oxiis was considered as the which is in use not only in Trans, 
ancient boundary between the cm- oxiana but in A^banistdn, Persia, 
pires of Iran and Turan, the old and KuidUUu, seems to be a cor- 
Persian and Turki monarchies. Yet mption of “ 'I’azi,” Arab, lieiiijr the 
there is good reason to believe that, name by wliicli the invading Tuiks 
in very ancient times, tlie whole distinguished the subjects of the 
cities and cultivated country between Arabian government, who were the 
the Oxus and Jaxartes, with the labourers and merchants, from them- 
rich and populous country north of selves who belonged to wandering 
the latter river, as well as the cities tribes, and were the rulers. Hence 
and cultivated plains of Kashgar, the familiar use of Turk as opposed 
were inhabited by a race who spoke to Tajik ; the foimer indicating a 
the Persian language ; while the tribesman, the latter a townsman, a 
desert and champain of Transoxiana peasant. The term Tajik, in the 
and Kashghar were traversed by mouth of a tribesman, was generally 
wandering tribes, as they now are. used as a term of contempt; while 
The old Inhabitants, who continue thatof Turk, employed by the Tfijik, 
to be the artificers and cultivators, often signified a man of rough, un- 
are called Tajiks, and sometimes polished manners. See Elphin- 
Siirts. The term Tajik, which has stone’s Cauhul. 

VOL. I. Q 
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A.1). 1494. kingdom formed a part. The country being natu- 

statcof rally rich, and when under the Aral dynasty, having 
society, favoured by long peace, had become populous and 

highly cultivated ; and the fields were, in many places, 
irrigated by canals, and improved by works of great 
labour and expense ; so that the earlier writei’s repre- 
sent it as a garden. As Samarkand had for ages been 
the seat of a powerful government, it had been richly 
adorned with the triumphs of JMuhammedan architec- 
ture, palaces, mosques, colleges, and tombs. Of these 
some had been erected by Taimur, who, in the midst of 
his conquests, sent the artizans of Damascus and Delhi 
to labour in the improvement of his capital. Many 
other cities had shared the general prosperity. Trade 
flourished, to a certain extent, with the useful arts. 
Of their manufactures, those of paper and of crimson 
velvet were particularly celebrated. But the confusion 
and risks of war had recently interfered with every 
branch of national industry. The constant presence 
and learn- of a court had diffused through various ranks a certain 
refinement of manners. Learning, too, and knowledge, 
such as are found in Muhammedan countries, were cul- 
tivated. The instruction given in their schools and 
colleges, though deformed by bigotry, and though it 
sometimes taught a superstitious subjection to the com- 
mands of a spiritual guide, had, with all its defects, a 
tendency to exercise the reason, to elevate the imagi- 
nation, and to mend the heart. In them they studied 
the Koran and its commentaries, containing the prin- 
ciples and the details of religion and of law; the 
Arabic and Persian Grammar and Logic ; the Arabic, 
but especially the Persian, religious poets, with expo- 
sitions of the abstruse and mystic passages. There 
were students in geometry, astronomy, and medicine, 
as well as of history ; but the popular and almost uni- 
versal taste was for the works of the national poets, 
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especially the Shahnama, which were read with delight, 
and passages from them were familiarly quoted, not 
only in common conversation, but even in the trans- 
action of business, and in official correspondence. Poetry 
was a favourite pursuit, and we hardly find any men 
of note in that age who had not cultivated the art to a 
greater or less degree. Few parts of the East had pro- 
duced more distinguished men of science (especially 
while it remained under the Arabian government), or 
more venerated saints.* 

There were particular families of holy men, reve- 
renced for their piety ; and some dark idea was enter- 
tained, that they were endowed with supernatural 
power, and superior influence with heaven. These men 
had numerous disciples and adherents, who followed 
their dictates with blind devotion. They had often a 
powerful effect even on public affairs : if they occa- 
sionally embroiled the country with their intrigues, it 
must be allowed that in other instances they protected 
the weak, prevented many individual acts of injustice, 


• These writers employed the 
Arabic, at that period the laiigua<;e 
of science. Among them may be 
mentioned : — 

Abu Ali Hasan ibn Ali, ibn Sina, 
better known as the Avicenna of 
the West, horn at Bokhara, and 
eminently distinguished as a phy- 
sician and as an expounder of the 
metaphysics of Aristotle (a. n. 370 
— 4.'28, A. n. 980—1036). 

Sheikh BurkAn-ed-din Ali, a na- 
tive of Marghinan (a. ii. .530 — 
591, A.D. 1136 — 11 . 95 ), the author 
of the Heddya, or Guide j a Com- 
mentary on the Musulman Law, 
translated by Captain Charles Ha- 
milton, 4 vols. 4to, Lond. 1791 ; 
and of other works. 

Ahmed (or Muhammed) ben Ko- 
thair Al-Ferghani, a native of Fer- 
ghana, as his name imports, who 


flourished in the end of the ninth 
century, in the time of the Khalif 
Almamon (a. 11 . !i!6.9, A. d. 883), 
and was celebrated as an astronomer 
and chroiioiogist. Some of his 
works have been translated by Cbris- 
tomannus (Francof. 1590, 8vo) 
and by Goliiis (Amst, 1669, 4to). 

Nor must we forget the astrono- 
nomers who constructed the tables 
of the fixed stars, at Ulugh Beg’s 
observatory at Samarkand. See 
Hyde's Syntagma, and the Geogra. 
phical Tables ; Graves in the Geo- 
graphi Gricri Minores. 

To these authors may be added 
Al-Fardbi, a philosopher eminent 
in Ills own country, though less 
known in Europe, who was a native 
of Farab, beyond the Sirr, and who 
was murdered by robbers in Syria 
(a. h. 342, A. D. 964). 
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overawed the minds of fierce barbarians and of merci- 
less tyrants, and softened the rigours of war. When 
no other person could venture to pass between hostile 
armies, they, from the sanctity of their character, often 
acted, first as mediators and afterwards as negotiators, 
in effecting a pacification. 

It should at the same time be remarked that some 
of the Tartar nobles, who had been educated beyond 
the Sirr, were ignorant even of their letters ; and that 
the want of political stability, and of any general or 
systematic means of diffusing improvement, confined 
knowledge to a few. Besides this, in later times, the 
arts and prosperitj’ of Transoxiana were constantly ex- 
posed, not only to the ordinary vicissitudes of foreign 
war, and of internal discord, common to all countries, 
but to the more dreadful danger of being overwhelmed 
by the irruption of new hordes of ignorant and rapa- 
cious barbarians from the north, who threatened to 
sweep away the property, the personal liberty, and the 
lives of the inhabitants. 

As to their skill in the military art, displayed in the 
conduct of their large armies, they followed the practice 
and example of Taiinur; dividing their host into several 
bodies, an advance, a centre or main-body, and a rear, 
besides flanking parties and reserve. The great bulk 
of the army consisted of cavalry : the arms in use were 
the bow and arrow, the cross-bow, the scymetar, spear, 
and mace ; the defensive armour, the shield, coat of mail 
and helmet. The horses too were sometimes defended 
by cloth of mail or plate-armour. But the Tartars de- 
lighted much more in predatory inroads, in sudden at 
tacks and surprises, raids and forays, than in regular 
warfare. With their horses, which Avere trained to en- 
dure fatigue and to subsist on little, they sometimes 
made marches of astonishing length. They trained 
themselves to the use of the scymetar, and much honour 
Avas gained by succass in the single combats which Avere 
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oftLMi fought by champions in sight of the hostile 
armies. In conducting sieges they had little skill. They 
generally blockaded the place, tiying to reduce it by 
famine. But escalade was also often resorted to ; and 
they were not ignorant of the use of machines by which 
the wall was overtopped, or shattered. Little use seems 
to liave been made of any engine for throwing stones, 
though they sometimes did employ the manjanfl or ca- 
tapult. But they had studied the art of mining and 
countermining, Avhich they sometimes employed with 
success. The use of heavy battering cannon was in- 
troduced by sloAV degrees, and very inartificially em- 
ployed. The number of raatchlockmen, small at first, 
increased from year to year. 

Small as was Baber’s kingdom, yet as he was a scion 
of the race of Taimur, he had around him a miniature 
court composed of tlie whole establishment of grand 
officers of state, and of officers of the houshold, such 
as belonged to the most splendid and powerful monar’ch. 
The instability of the times tilled the courts of princes 
Avith crowds of bold and needy adventurers. Tire go- 
vernment was a despotism, shared with the heads of 
tribes, and mitigated chiefly by the influence of such 
holy and religious families as those already mentioned, 
and by the poAA'cr of insurrection and revolt ; a dangerous 
instrument, of most uncertain operation, but to Avhich 
the CAuls of misgOA'ornment and feelings of despair often 
drove the subjects in the turlmlent times that ensued. 

The neAvs of the death of Sultan Umcrshdkh JMirza, 
AA'hich happened at Akhsi on the 9th of June 14.94, 
reached Baber the folloAviiig day at Andejiin, Avhere he 
Avas then living. The young prince instantly took 
horse, Avith such of his folloAVcrs as wore at hand, and 
Avithout delay rode to secure the neighbouring castle. 
He had reached the gate, and Avas about to enter, when 
Shiram Taghdi, one of the nobles aa-Iio attended him, 
being seized Avilh sudden apprehension for his safety. 
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laid hold of his bridle, and turned his course towards 
the public Id-gAh, or Prayer-Ground. In truth, Bdber’s 
situation tvas not free from danger. Sultan Ahmed 
Mirza of Samarkand was at that very time invading 
the kingdom tvith a hostile army ; and it occurred to 
Shiram, that, if the young prince entered the castle, 
the Begs of Andcj^n, who would thereby have him 
in their power, might make their peace with Sultan 
Ahmed by seizing and giving up his nephew. No 
sooner, however, was it known in the fort that the 
young Sultan was drawing back, than Khwaja Moiddna 
Nazi •^, a man of the first weight, and the Begs who 
were in the place, sent to invite him to enter, assuring 
him of their hearty loyalty, and warmest co-operation. 

I'hc Khwdja was the head of a religious family of 
the greatest reputation, wealth, and influence in the 
conuti’y, which for many years had virtually held, by 
a sort of hereditary succession, the office of Sheikh-ul- 
Islam, or Judge in civil and religious cases, which in 
Musulman countries are alike decided by the Koran 
find its expositions. This family traced back its in- 
fluence to Sheikh Burhdn-ed-din Kilij, a saint of much 
renown, and had long been regarded as the religious 
guardians and protectors of the country. The mes- 
senger of the Khwdja and friendly Begs overtook Bdber 
just before he reached the Id-gdh, and prevailed upon 
liiin, and his attendants, to return and enter the castle, 
as tliey had at first intended. A consultation was then 
held, when it was resolved to put the town instantly 
in a state of defence. Hasan Yakfib, a nobleman of 
high rank, and some other Begs, arriving a day or two 
afterwards, from a service on which they had been de- 
tached, joined them ; and Hasan Y dkub was made 
blaster of the Household. 

1 he youthful monarch, on mounting the throne, found 

• He IS probably the same whom hammed Sadr, Tar. Robh. 1. 361. 
Aliira Haidei calls Moulana Mu- 
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that his situation was by no means an easy one ; and that, 
small as his father’s dominions were, he did not enjoy 
them by a quiet and undisturbed succession. We have 
seen that Uiuersheikh Mirza, not long before his death, 
had quarrelled with his brother, the Sultan of Samar- 
kand *, who had, in consequence, entered into a league 
against him with Sultan Mahmud, Khan of Tdshkend. 
To confirm this alliance, the Sultan had agreed to give 
the Khan one of his daughters in marriage ; and it 
was concerted that while the Sultan invaded Ferghana 
to the south of the river, the Moghul Khan should enter 
it on the north. 

In pursuance of this arrangement, the Sultan of 
Samarkand had already entered Uniersheikh’s country 
Avith his army, and had seized the Avestern province of 
Uratippa, Avhich lay beyond the proper boundaries of 
Ferghdna ; after Avhich he had advanced into that king- 
dom, and had taken possession of the frontier district 
of Khojend. At the moment of his brother’s death, he 
had added to these conquests the important town of 
Marghindn, in the heart of the countxy ; and Avas noAV 
marching, Avith full confidence of success, towards An- 
dejan, the capital of his nepheAV. 

When he arrived on the banks of the Kaba, only 
sixteen miles from that place, he Avas met by a mission. 


* The princes of Taimur’s fa- 
mily, even those who hehl the su- 
preme power, had not yet assumed 
the title of shah or pddshah, king or 
emperor ; they wcie called iMir or 
Mirza, and often Sultan. In the 
text, however, the ruling prince is 
often called King, for distinction's 
sake ; following the usage of histo- 
rians in general, and even of B&ber 
himself. The title of Sultan was 
not confined to the sovereign, many 
chiefs, and children of chiefs, es- 
pecially among the Moghul tribes, 
being called by that name, which is 


an Arabic teim, nearly equivalent 
to Loiil. The titles, Mir, Mirza, 
and Shah, came also, in process of 
time, to be very commonly given to 
leiigious guides and holy men, or 
mendicants, and, fiom a sort of 
flattery, were often continued to the 
descendants as part of tlie family 
name. The title of Mirza, in later 
times, has been lavished by common 
usage on secretaries and clerks ; and 
in general on all who pretend to 
learning. Mirza is merely m(r- 
xadeh, son of a Mir. 
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BOOK. I. ut the head ol" which was Xhwdja Mouldna Kazi, Avho 
aT^TuIm. hi Baber’s name entreated the Sultan to ivithdraw from 
Ferghana, and to allow the young prince to retain the 
government of his father’s kingdom; representing, in 
the true spirit of Asiatic remonstrance, that his nephew 
was at once his servant and his son ; that the Sultan, 
even if master of the country, must necessarily exercise 
his authority by a delegate ; and that, by leaving Bdber 
in that situation, he would at the same time gratify his 
generous feelings, and most etfectually promote his 
own interest. But Sultan Ahmed’s ministers, by whom 
he ivas entirely guided, being averse to this arrange- 
ment, the proposal was rejected, and the army marched 
on. 

The expedition, however, entii’ely failed of its object. 
The Kaba ivhich they had to cross in their advance, 
was a dark, muddy river, with a slimy bottom, and not 
fordable ; so that it could be passed only by the bi’idge, 
which the invaders proceeded to cross, but in so dis- 
orderly a manner, that, numbers crowding over at the 
same time, all fell into confusion, and many of the 
horses and camels were pushed over into the river below 
and drowned. Something similar had happened to the 
army of Samarkand three or four years before, ivhen 
tlie Sultan’s troops were seized with a panic in crossing 
the Chirr near Ttishkend, in consequence of which they 
Imd been totally defeated by a mere handful of Moghuls, 
and crowds both of men and horses had perished in the 
stream. This coincidence, which seemed ominous, dis- 
hcartened the troops. To add to the impression thus 
made, a distemper broke out among the cattle of the 
camp, and carried off numbers of the horses. While 
they were thus dispirited, they found the men of An- 
dejan, on the other hand, animated by the noblest spirit, 
resolute to defend their country and prince, and deter- 
mined not to submit to the invaders. All these cir- 
cumstances soon led to a negotiation, and terms of 
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peace were agreed upon, when the invading army had 
advanced within four miles of Andejdn. What these 
terras were is nowhere specified; but they were pro- 
bably founded on the basis of the Sultan retaining his 
conquests, since Khojend, Marghinan, and Uratippa con- 
tinued to remain for some time in the possession of the 
Sultans of Samarkand. Sultan Ahmed Jlirza, whose 
health was fast declining, now returned homewards; 
but had made only a few days’ march when he died, 
in the territory of Uratippa; having survived his 
brother, llilber’s father, only forty days. He was suc- 
ceeded in the kingdoms of Samarkand and Bokhara by 
his third brother, Sultan Mahmiid Mirza, the sovereign 
of Hissdr.* 

While these ti’ausactions were taking place on the 
south side of the Sirr, Sultan Mahmud Khan, the Khan 
of the Moghuls of Tashkend, and Bdber’s maternal uncle, 
had marched up the north bank of that river to fulfil 
his part of the treaty, had passed the hills that separate 
the territory of Shahroklna from Ferghana, had entered 
that country, and laid siege to Akhsi. Baber’s younger 
brother, Jehanglr Jlirza, was then in the town, which 
seems to have been his appanage. Some nobles, who 
liappcned to be in the neighboui’hood, threw themselves 
into the place, which was very strong, and bravely de- 
fended it. Nasir Mirza, the thii*d brother, resided at 
Kiisan, a district also on the north side of the river. 
His governor having some quarrel with certain other 
chiefs, they, influenced by party feelings, delivered up 
Kasdn to the Khan, even before he approached it ; but 
Kdsir Mirza was hurried off" by his governor, and com- 
mitted to the custody of Sultan Ahmed Mirza, his uncle, 
just before that prince commenced his march back from 

* B-dber's Mem. pp. 18, I 9 . ; Moghuls. This does not seem to 
Tar. Resli. f. 83. Ilaider Mirza be borne out by the facts, though it 
says (Tar. Resh. f. 83.) that Sultan might have been the pretext. Fe- 
Ahmed entered Andcjan to pre'cnt rislitd (vol. ii. p. 5. Briggs's transl.) 
its falliijg into the hands of the says that the peace u as never ratified. 
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Andejdn. Akhsi was the strongest fortress in Ferghdna ; 
the Khan’s men were not at all fit for conducting sieges; 
and he himself happened to fall sick. When he found 
that the Sultan had made peace, and that there were 
no hopes of taking the town, he became disgusted with 
the war ; and, like his ally, put an end to the campaign, 
and retired to his own country. 

In another quarter the Khan seems to have been more 
successful. The province of Uratippa or Ushrushna, 
wliich his lower down the Sirr, to the westward of Fer- 
ghd,na, had for some years been in the possession of 
Umersheikb. Just before his death, it was seized by 
the troops of Sultan Mahmud Khan; and the govern- 
ment bestowed on his most intimate friend, Muhammed 
Husein Mirza Doghlat, the eldest son of the late Haider 
Mirza, the Amir of Kdshghar ; and who, having married 
a sister of the Khan, and of Bdber’s mother, was ho- 
noured with the title of Korkdn.* 

Kor were these the only attacks which the youthful 
prince had to sustain. His dominions were invaded, 
at this time, on the east also, by Ababeker Mirza 
Doghlat, the ruler of Kashghar; who advanced, plunder- 
ing the country, as far as Uzkend f in the east of Fer- 
ghana, where he built a fort. But that irruption was 
checked with less difficulty than either of the others. 
An adequate force being sent against him, Ababeker 
was glad to conclude a peace and to recross the moun- 
tains of Kdshghar. J 


* Muhammed Husein had been 
biought up in eaily life with Sultan 
Mahmud, who, we are told, could 
never bear his absence, and always 
familiarly called him Hds/i, which, 
in the Moghul language, means 
friend. Tar. Resh. f. 74. The 
Moghuls called the Chaghatai of 
Mdweiannaher, “kara dash,” f. 10.5. 
The term Gokaltash, or Kokiltash, 
which so often occurs in the history 
of India (frequently and nioie pro- 


perly written Gohalddsh, foster- 
bi other), seems properly to mean 
heart, or bosom-fiiend, from this 
Moghul term dash and gohal, which 
signifies the heart. Of Korhan, 
various derivations have beengiien; 
but it seems originally to ha\t 
meant a son-in-law of the Khan. 

1 Called also, Uikend and Ader- 
kend. 

I Baber’s Mem. pp. 19 , 20. 
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All foreign enemies being thus expelled, the chiefs 
who had defended Akhsi with so much success, now 
brought Jehangir Mirza and the late king’s iamily 
across the river to Andejan, whei*e the ceremonies of 
mourning for the deceased monarch were performed, 
and governments and other rewards assigned to such 
of the chiefs as had distinguished themselves in tliis 
successful defence of the country. The chief direction 
of affairs, and of the young prince, was vested in Hasan 
Ydkiib, as Protector; who received the government of 
Andejdn. This situation, however, that nobleman did 
not long enjoy. Intrigues agitate the court of a little 
Tartar prince as well as of the greatest monarch. An 
ambassador having come from Bdber’s uncle, Sultan 
Mahmiid Mirza. the new Sultan of Samarkand, bring- 
ing presents on the occasion of his eldest son’s mar- 
riage, it was alleged, >vith or without foundation, and 
believed, that this ambassador had entered into a trea- 
sonable understanding with the Protector, who had 
suffered himself to be gained over to the interests of 
the Stdtan. The ambassador took leave, “ but,” says 
the roj’^al historian, “in the course of five or six months, 
the manners of Hasan Yakub underwent a visible 
change. He began to behave very ill to those who 
were about me ; and it became evident that his ultimate 
object was to depose me, and make Jeliangir Mirza king 
in my place.” * In consequence of these suspicions, a 
party was formed, headed by Ais or Isan-doulat Begum, 
BAber’s luaternal grandmotlier, the widow of Yiinis 
Khan, a lady of high Moghul extraction and of great 
influence and talent. Having met privately and con- 
sulted together, the confederates resolved to seize Hasan 
YAkub. That nobleman, however, getting intimation 
of their design, effected his escape: but soon after, 
when attempting to make himself master of Khokanf 
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(at the present day called Kokdn, and the capital of 
the whole country), he was intercepted by the troops 
scut against him, and slain in a nocturnal skirmish. 

Sultan Mahmud Mirza did not long survive his ex- 
altation to the throne of Samarkand, having died about 
six months afterwards. He is represented as a prince 
of talent, hut of incurably debauched and profligate 
manners.^ The population of Samarkand, immediately 
on hearing of his death, rose upon Khosrou Sliah, his 
prime adviser, who had accompanied him from his old 
principality of Hissdr. The Terkhan Begs, who at 
this time possessed great influence in Bokhara and Sa- 
markand, and other leading men, succeeded in allajdng 
the tumult ; and sent off Khosrou to Hissdr, at that 
time held by Sultan Masaiid Mirza, the eldest son of 
the late monarch, to whom his father had given it when 
he removed to Samarkand. They then held a consul- 
tation, at which it was agreed to pass over Masdiid, 
and to call hi Bayesanghar Mirza, his younger brother. 
That prince was accordingly sent for, from his govern- 
ment of Bokhara, and placed on the vacant throne of 
Samarkand.'!' 

AVe have seen that Btiber did not recover possession 
of Uratippa, nor of Khojend. Kor was his hold of the 
rest of his father’s dominions altogether secure. At 
this crisis one Ibrahim Sdru, a Moghul, surprised the 
fort of Asfera, in the southern province of Ferghdna, 
and declared for Bayesanghar. Baber marched against 
him ; and after a siege of •forty days, in the course of 
nliich ho ran mines, and employed battering machines, t 
reduced the place, Ibrahim, who liad been long in the | 
service of Bdber’s mother, came down from the fortress, t 
and presented himself before the young king, in the [ 

" Mirza Sultan MahmM, the Price's Retiospect, vol. iii. p. ()~i- 1 

most discreet and virtuous, according The instances adduced by Babei do t 
to our author" (the author of the not admit of this conclusion. ' 

Kholaset-ul-Aklibar), of aU the -f Baber’s Mem, pp. <28—33. 

<^ultan’5 (Abusaid Mirza) children,” 
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garb of a suppliant, with a scymitar suspended from 
his neck ; and, by the intercession of Kazi Mouldna, he 
was pardoned. From Asfera, Bdber proceeded to re- 
cover the important country of Khojend ; which, he tells 
us, was sometimes considered as no part of Ferghana; 
and, on his approach, it Avas surrendered to him by 
Bayesanghar’s governor.* 

When at Khojend, Baber was not far from Shahrok- 
hia, where his maternal uncle, Sultan ilahmiid Khan, 
the elder Khan of the Moghuls, then happened to be ; 
and, undeterred by the unfriendly attempt which that 
chief had so lately made to deprive him of liis domin- 
ions, he resolved to pay him a visit; in the hope of re- 
moving any misunderstanding that might still exist 
between them, and at the same time of conciliating liis 
favour. Shahrokhia lies north of the Sirr, between 
Khojend and Tashkend. The Khan, a true Moghul, 
born and bred in the desert, and the genuine represen- 
tative of Chengiz Khan, received him in state, sitting 
in a pavilion Avhich was erected in a garden. “ Imme- 
diately on entering,” says Bdber, “ I made three low 
bows. The Khan returned my salutation by rising 
from his seat, and embracing me ; after which I Avent 
back and again bowed once ; when the Khan, inviting 
me to come forward, placed me by his side, and shoAved 
me every mark of affection and kindness.” HaA’ing 
spent a fcAV days Avith his uncle, Bdbcr returned to 
Akhsi, by the right bank of the river, and then crossed 
over to Andejdn.* 

On his return from this excursion, Baber Avas at a 
loss in Avhat way to pay his troops. A tribe called 
Jagrak inhabited the wild and rugged country betAveen 
Ferghdna and Kdshghar. Bdber despatched a force 
against them, which entered the country and diwe off 
about twenty thousand sheep and fifteen hundred 
horses, which he divided among his folio Avers. 

• Baber’s Mem. pp. 33, 34. + Ibid. p. 34. 
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Not long after, Bdber made a sudden irruption into 
Uratippa, in hopes of recovering that district, which 
had belonged to his father. It was then held by Sultan 
Ali Mirza, under his brother Bayesanghar of Samar- 
kand. As Bkber approached, the Mirza retired, leaving 
Sheikh Zulniin in command, as governor. Bdber sent 
Khalifa, a favourite officer, to communicate with Zulniin, 
and to firing him over to Ms interest. But the Sheikh, 
far from being shaken in his fidelity, seized the envoy 
and ordered him to be put to death. Khalifa, with 
great difficulty, effected his escape ; and, naked and on 
foot, rejoined the camp. But the season was far ad- 
vanced, and Baher, on entering the country, found that 
the inhabitants had taken in all their grain and pro- 
vender ; so that he was constrained to retire, from 
wanting the means of subsistence. Soon after his 
retreat, the Khan’s people, crossing the Sirr, attacked 
and took Uratippa. Instead of restoring it to Bdber, 
however, the Khan gave it to his brothcr-in-laiv, and 
particular friend and favourite, Muhammed Iluseiii 
Korkdn, Doghlat ; who kept possession of it for nearly 
nine years, down to the time when Sbeibdni Khan 
overran and took possession of that and of several of 
the neighbouring districts. This part of his father’s 
dominions, therefore, Bdber never possessed.* 

It was after Bdber’s return from this expedition that 
he was joined by a body of Uzbeks and Doghlat Moghuls, 
who for some time past had been settled in Hissar. 
They had just been driven from that country, by the 
invasion of Sultan Husein Mirza, the Sultan of Kho- 
rdsdn. That able and ambitious prince, probably 
wishing to take advantage of the death of Sultan Mahmdd 
Mirza, for at this period the death of any prince seems 
uniformly to have led to a scramble for his dominions, 
had advanced with a powerful army into the terri- 


* Baber’s Mem. p. 3 .\ ; Tar. Resh. f. 83. 
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tories of Sultan Masdiid Mirza, who now possessed 
HissAr-Shadman, and the other states which had been 
enjoyed by his late father before he succeeded to 
Samarkand. Massiiid collected an army beyond the 
Amu, marched to Turinez, and for some time prevented 
the Sultan from crossing the river. But no sooner 
had a detachment of his army effected a passage by 
stratagem, than Masaiid, in spite of the remonstrances 
of Wdli, his minister, Khosrou Shah’s brother, who 
proposed a rapid attack on the small party that had 
crossed, fled in alarm to Ilissdr; and, on hearing of the 
Sultan’s approach, instantly, without even an attempt 
to face his enemy, abandoned his kingdom, fled dis- 
gracefully, and took shelter witb Bayesanghar Mirza, his 
younger brorhei*, in Samai'kand. 

In consequence of this imbecility, Mas5,ud’s army 
was broken up ; Wali drew off towards Khutldn. Ilis 
brother Baki Cheghanidni, with other chiefs, fortified 
himself in Hissfir. Khanizeh Sultan and ]\Iehdi Sultan, 
who some j^ears before had left Sheibani Khan’s service 
and entered Mahmxid’s with a body of Uzbeks, and 
Muhammed Doghlat and Sultan Ilusein Doghlat, who 
with a body of IMoghuls from KAshgar had settled in 
Hissar, retired into the mountains of Karatigfn. The 
Sultan of Herat sent in pursuit of them a body of 
troops, who were defeated in the defiles of the country, 
and the leaders taken, but set at liberty. The Uzbek 
and Moghul chiefs then crossed the mountains to 
Andejdn, as has been mentioned, and offered their 
services to BAber, who willingly accepted them. 

Meanwhile BAki, who had thrown himself into HissAr, 
was successful in standing a siege of two or three 
months, against all the efforts of the Sultan ; and his 
elder brother Khosrou Shah, the prime minister of 
MasAAd, who took charge of the counties on the south 
side of 'the river, adopting on this occasion a bolder 
and more generous policy than his master, having 
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fortified himself in Kuiiduz, resisted with equal success 
the attack of Badi-ez-zemdn Mirza, the Sultan’s eldest 
son, whom his father had sent with a division of his 
army to crush him, and whom Khdsrou, with an 
inferior force, contrived to shut up in his camp. So 
effectually was the Mirza thwarted in his object, that 
he was at length glad to retreat; when the enemy 
hung on his rear, and harassed him in skirmishes. 
The Sultan, disconcerted by the bold defence of Hissdr, 
and by his son’s want of success, was content to patch 
up a peace, and to cover the shame of his retreat by 
negotiating a marriage between a sister of Sultan 
Masdiid and a son of his own. This well-timed and 
successful resistance was the immediate origin of the 
great power Avhich Khosrou Shah afterwards attained." 

At this very period some events occurred at Sa- 
markand, which had great influence on Bdbcr’s future 
fortunes. Bayesanghar Mirza, the new Sultan, had 
been rather fortunate in the commencement of his 
reign. A party in his capital, at the head of which 
Avas Sultan Juneid Birlds, a man of Aveight in the 
country, Avho felt their views of ambition thwarted by 
the ascendency of the Sultan’s Terkhan ministers, had 
invited the elder Khan of the Moghuls, Sultan Mah- 
mud, who was ever ready to enter into any scheme 
that promised to incres^e his power, to enter the terri- 
tory of Samarkand Avith a hostile army. Bayesanghar, 
AA'ith much expedition and energy, led out a Avell- 
appointed body of troops to meet the Moghul invaders. 
He fell in Avith them near Kanbai, a toAvn of Samar- 
kand ; upon AAhich the advanced body of the Moghuls, 
the floAver of their troops, dismounted and began to 
discharge their poAverful arrows against their assailants. 
But the cuirassiers of the Samarkand army, charging 
at full speed, broke their lines, trampled tliem doAvn 


* Baber, pp. 37 — 39. 
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tinder foot, niid cut them to pieces. The main body, 
on seeing this slaughter, were seized with alarm and 
did not stand their ground. Numbers were slain, and 
many taken prisoners. These were brought before the 
Sultan’s tent, and beheaded as they arrived ; and such, 
we are told, was the number of Moghuls thus jiut to 
death, that the open space in front of it being again 
and again incumbered with the heaps of dead bodies, it 
was thrice necessary to shift the Sultan’s tent to clear 
ground. The Khan hastened back to Tdshkend, with 
the loss of three or four thousand men.* 

But this success, though it defeated the machinations 
of the conspirators for a time, did not secure the Sultan 
from new dangers. He was so imprudent as to dis- 
please the leading men of Samarkand, and especially 
the powerful family of the Tevkhans. Having probably 
been brought up in early life among the Begs and sol- 
diers of Hissdr, he showed them on all occasions a 
marked partiality. The two last sovereigns of Samar- 
kand, the Saltans Ahmed and Mahmiid Mirza, were the 
sons of Sultan Abusaid by his chief wife, Avho was a 
daughter of Urda-bugha Terkhdii. Her brother, Der- 
wish Muhammed Terkhdn, who was thus the uncle of 
these two princes, had during their reigns possessed 
the highest influence ; and it was chiefly to him and 
to the Terkhdn family, that Bayesanghar, who was a 
younger son, owed his crown. Derwish Muhammed, 
indignant at seeing the principal direction of affairs 
committed to the hands of provincials, left Bokhara in 
disgust, and repaired to Karslii, where Sultan Ali 
Mirza, a younger brother of Bayesanghar Mirza, then 
was, declared him king, and marched towards the 
capitaL 

The issue of these proceedings was that Bayesanghar 
was seized by stratagem in his palace and conveyed to 
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the citadel, where Mirza Ali also was. The rebels then 
consulted together and determined to send him to the 
palace of Gok-serdi.* This was a palace in the citadel 
of Samarkand, said to have been built by Taimur. It 
was there that every prince of the house of Taimur, 
when he became king, mounted the throne *, and there 
that every one who aspired to it unsuccessfully met his 
doom ; so that to say that a prince had been sent to the 
Gok-serdi, was perfectly wdl understood to intimate 
that he had been effectually disposed of. But while 
things were in this state, Bayesanghar, having been 
allowed, under some ’pretence, to enter a building in 
the gai’den of the citadel, contrived to force his way 
through a sewer or aqueduct ; and he afterwards let 
him&eK down over the walls of the fortress, and escaped 
to a village in the suburbs, where he took refuge in the 
house of Khwdjika Khwdja, a person of high reputation 
for sanctity, and of the first influence in the kingdom. 
The Terkhdns, after waiting for some time without, 
entered the garden-house, and ascertained that their 
prisoner was gone. 

Having traced him to the Khwdja’s house, they sur- 
rounded it, demanding that he should be delivered up 
to them. This, however, the Khwdja firmly refused; 
and such was the singular influence of these religious 
families in that age and country, an influence which in 
no small degree has been preserved to them do-wn to 
our own times, that even the despotic Terkhdns were 
too much afraid of the populace to venture to use force 
to withdraw him from the protection of these venerated 
men. In the course of a few days, some Begs, who 
were attached to Bayesanghar, being supported by the 

* Green-Palace. The Gok-serai p, 214., as existing in the time of 
palace is said, by Baber, to have been that conqueror, apparently on the 
built by Taimur ; yet the palace of authority of Ahulfaraj ; see also the 
Gok-serdi is mentioned by Petis de same history, p. 287. The palace 
la Croix, Hist, de Genghiz-can, may have heen rebuilt by Taimur. 
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citizens, who rose tnmnltnously, repaired to the KhAvd- 
ja’s house, and bore him off in triumph into tlic city. 
They at the same time blocked up Sultan Ali and the 
Terkhans in the citadel. That fortress, not being pro- 
vided for a siege, could not stand out a single day. 
Sultan Ali fell into his brother’s hands, along with Der- 
wish Muhammed and other Terkhdns ; the rest escaped 
to Bokhara. Denvish Muhammed Avas put to death. 
Sultan Ali Mirza Avas sent, instead of his brother, to 
the palace of Gok-serai, for the purpose of being blinded 
by the fire-pencil. It accordingly Avas applied to Sultan 
All’s eyes ; after Avhich, as being no longer qualified for 
public life, he was alloAvcd to retire into the city. There 
he repaired to the house of KhwAja Yahia, the brother 
of KhAvAjika KliAvAja Avho has been mentioned. Yahia, 
like his brother, had a high reputation for sanctity ; but 
Avas the head of a different faction, and his rival. Sultan 
Ali had attached himself to him as his spiritual guide. 
He Avas hospitably and honourably received. Whether 
it happened from Avant of skill on the part of the ope- 
rator, or from intention, yet so it Avas that Sultan Ali’s 
sight had sustained no essential injury. This, however, 
he carefully concealed, and, in a feAV days, escaping to 
Bokhara, rejoined the Terkhdn Bc3"s.* 

Bayesanghar was soon informed of his bi’other’s escape, 
and conscious of the danger he had to apprehend from 
the irritated Terkhdns, led an army to expel them from 
Bokhdra, But Sultan Ali marching out, attacked, de- 
feated, and pursued him back to Samarkand. 

These events, and the confusion and anarehy Avith 
which they Avere attended in the kingdom of Samar- 
kand, did not escape the observation of Bdber, who re- 
solved to try his fortune also in that great scene of his 
ancestors’ glory. At the same moment, and induced 
by the same motives, Sultan Masaiid Mirza, Avho had 
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retured to Hissdr on the retreat of the Sultan of Herdt, 
also entered that kingdom at the head of an army, ac- 
companied by Wali, the brother of his minister Khos- 
rou Shah. His claim was founded on his being the 
eldest son of the late king, and the elder brother of two 
of the competitors, and was supported by the power of 
his extensive dominions. Thus that unfortunate city, 
unfortunate from its very wealth and former prosperity, 
saw itself beleaguered on three sides, at the same time, by 
the arras of three different potentates, who acted with- 
out concert; Bdbcr having advanced towards it from 
Andejdn, Masaiid Mirza from Hissdr, and Sultan Ali 
Mirza from Bokhara. Sultan Ali now proposed to 
Bdber that they should enter into a treaty of alliance 
and mutual co-operation, to which Baber willingly 
agreed ; and these two Mirzas, actuated more by jea- 
lousy of their rival than by any confidence in each 
other, accordingly had an interview on horseback near 
Samarkand, in the midst of the river Kohik, into which 
they cautiously advanced from the opposite banks, each 
attended by a limited number of followers. But as the 
autumn was already drawing to a close, and winter fast 
approaching, and as the country round Samarkand, ex- 
hausted by the presence of so many armies, was alto- 
gether unable to furnish the requisite provisions and 
provender for the troops, all the invading princes were 
compelled to withdraw into their own territories. On 
this occasion the Uzbek chiefs who have been mentioned 
as having joined Bdber from Hissdr, finding perhaps 
that his little kingdom had nothing to feed the hopes 
or satisfy the rapacity of adventurers, instead of accom- 
panying him back to it, separated from him, and went 
to Samarkand, where they were gladly welcomed ; but, 
in a short time, finding that things were not managed 
there to their satisfaction, they left it also, and joined 
their native chief Sheibdni Khan, in Turkistdn.* 

* Baber, pp. 41, 42. 
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Jt had been arranged between Bdber and Sultan Ali, 
at the conference in the river, that as soon as the winter 
was over, they should return into the field, and, in con- 
junction, form the siege of Samarkand. In the follow- 
ing May, therefore, when the season admitted of military 
movements, Bflber led his army into the territoiy of 
liayesanghar Mirza, and, after various successes, en- 
camped at Ydin, a village not far from the capital. 
Some skirmishes followed. It is a strong proof of the 
comparative civilisation which then prevailed in Trans- 
oxiana, that, while the besieging army was encamped 
in that position, a number of traders and shopkeepers 
came from the town with their wares and goods to sell 
in the camp bazdr. “ One day,” says Bdber, “ about 
afternoon prayers, there was suddenly a general hubbub, 
and the whole of these Musulmans were plundered. 
But such was the discipline of my army, that on my 
issuing an order that no person should presume to 
detain any part of the effects or property that had been 
so seized, but that the whole should be restored without 
reserve, before the first watch of the next day was 
over, there was not, to the value of a bit of thread, or 
a broken needle, that was not restored to the owner.” * 
From Ydra Bdber moved his camp to Yuret Khan, 
a station four or five miles from the city, where he 
remained forty or fifty days. Many severe actions 
took place with considerable loss on both sides. On 
one of these occasions, a party which, on the treacherous 
invitation of some of the to^vnspeople, he had sent to 
surprise the city by night on the side of the Lovers’ 
Cave f , fell into an ambush, by which some of his bravest 
soldiers were slain, and others taken prisoners, and 
afterwards put to death. While he remained there, 
however, the inhabitants of all the neighbouring country 
submitted, and surrendered their strongholds to him. 
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“ So many of the townspeople and traders came Irom 
Samarkand, that the camp was like a city, and you 
could find in it whatever is procurable in towns.” * 

From the station of Yuret-Khdii, Bdber moved first 
to the meadow of Kulbeh, and next to the hill of Kohek, 
on a diflEercnt side of the town. When the people of 
Samarkand saw the army on its march from the one 
position to the other, thinking that it Avas on its 
retreat, and elated with their supposed success, they 
sallied out, both soldiers and citizens, in great numbers, 
towards two bridges, which crossed the river Kohek 
in that direction. Baber, observing this movement, 
watched for the favourable moment, when he ordered 
a charge of cavalry to be made upon them. It was 
completely successful. Numbers Avere cut doAAm, and 
many, both horse and foot, taken prisoners. The 
higher officers and the soldiers Avere treated Avith the 
usual courtesy of the time. The same indulgence Avas 
not extended to the citizens, “ Of the loAver order of 
toAvnspeople,” says the Royal historian, “ there were 
taken DiAvAneh, a cloth-Aveaver, and one nicknamed 
Kihndsuk, avIio Averc notorious as the chief ringleaders 
of the rabble, in fighting Avith stones and heading riots. 
They Avere ordered to be put to death Avith torture, iu 
retaliation for the foot soldiers avIio had been slain at 
the Lovers’ Cavc.f This chastisement put an end to 
all sallies in future, and the effect Avas such that the 
besiegers AA'cre alloAved to adA'ance unopposed up even 
to the ditch, and to carry off proinsions from under 
the very AAmlls.J 

“ Baber, p. 44. with cruel seveiity, and for die same 

t The feelings of Baber and hib reason. They regarded die use of 
advisers, towards the fighting towns- aims as a monopoly belonging to a 
people of Samarkand, may remind privileged class, and punished the 
the reader of the similar feelings of military exertions of the lower orders 
the p)-ent chevnlicrs of the Middle ab a tioiiblesome interference with 
Ages loward.s the citizens and pea- the rights of their superiors, 
saiitiy taken ill aims. Both thought | Baber, pi. 47 . 
themselics jusUficdui ticating them 
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But while these protracted operations Avere going on, 
the summer was drawing to a close, and the weather 
began to show symptoms of severity. Bdber called a 
meeting of his Begs, to consult what was expedient to 
be done. All Avere agreed that the city was reduced 
to great distress, and must probably fall in a short 
time, but tliat it Avas impossible to keep the army in 
the field when Avintcr came on, unsheltered as it then 
was, and in a country where the Avintcr is extremely 
severe. It Avas resolved, thercfoi’c, to break up from 
before the city, and to erect temporary huts for the 
troops in some neighbouring forts, by Avhich means 
they could still keep Samarkand, in a great degree, in 
a state of blockade. The fort of Khwaja Diddr was 
pitched upon for head-quarters; and the neeessary 
erections were begun, in and around it, Avithout delay. 
When they Avcrc finished, the army moved into them. 
Some officers, however, went Avith their men to towns 
at a greater distance to secure better Avintcr accom- 
modation, so that the army Avas rather scattered. 

The very morning after Bdber had taken possession 
of his new cantonments, Sheibdni Khan, the Uzbek 
chief, arrived with a formidable army, in presence of 
the camp. Bayesanghar Mirza, seeing the distress to 
which his capital was reduced, had sent to invite him 
to come to his assistance, and the Uzbek, not unAvilling, 
had hastened by forced marches from Turkistdn, beyond 
the Sirr. Bdbcr, though his forces were dispersed, 
resolved to show a bold countenance, put the troops 
that were with him in array, and marched out to face 
the enemy. Sheibdni, who had hoped to take him by 
surprise, finding him on the alert, did not choose to 
hazard an action, and drew off towards Samarkand. 
Bayesanghar Mirza, who had expected much more 
effectual relief, from so formidable a reinforcement, 
disappointed and vexed at the result, could not conceal 
his feelings, and did not give Sheibdni the favourable 
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reception which he 'had expected; while the Uzbek, 
Avho in the course of his expedition, short as it was, 
had seen at once the richness of the prey, and the 
weakness of its defenders, returned back a few days 
after to Turkistdn. This is the first hostile appearance 
in Mawcrannaher, of that remarkable man, who after- 
Avards exercised so powerful an influence on the fate of 
Bdber and of Samarkand.* 

That city had noAv sustained a siege for seven months. 
Bayesanghar had placed his last hope of relief on the 
arrival of the Uzbek anny. Seeing that too fail, he 
gave himself up to despair, abandoned the place and 
his kingdom, and, attended only by a feAV attached 
folloAvers, took the road to Kunduz. That district, 
Avhich lies beyond the Amu, between Balkh and 
Badakhshdii, was then held by Khdsrou Shah, Avho 
was nominally subject to Sultan Masaud Mirza of 
llissdr; but Avith whom, since that prince’s retreat 
from Hissdr, he had quarrelled, and of whom he Avas 
in reality independent. Masaiid could have no Avish 
that his brother and rival should be able to unite him- 
self Avith a protector so formidable as Khosrou ; and 
Bayesanghar, the fugitive prince, in passing through 
the territory of Hissar, escaped with difficulty from 
an attempt made to seize him, though not Avithout the 
loss of several of his folloAVcrs who fell into MasaM’s 
hands. He finally, however, did succeed in reaching 
Kunduz, Avhere ho AA'as well received by Khosrou, Avho 
though he had been the chief minister of his father, 
being at that time engrossed with his OAvn schemes of 
poA\'er and of conquest, regarded Bayesanghar as a fit 
iiistruineiit for his soaring ambition. 

Xo sooner did Bdber hear of the flight of Bayes- 
angluii', than he hastened from his cantonments towards 
Samarkand. “ On the road,” says ho, “ we Averc met 
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by the chief men of the city, and by the Begs ; and ch vt>. i. 
these were followed by the young cavaliers, who all jiTiTiw. 
came out to welcome me. Having proceeded to the 
citadel, I alighted in the Bostan-Serai, (Garden-jjalace) ; a.h. 903 . 
and towards the end of the month of the former Rebi, hov.*i 497. 
by the favour of God, I gained complete possession of 
the city and country of Samarkand.” * Bslber was 
then in his fifteenth year. 

What share Sultan Ali Mirza had in these trans- 
actions does not appear, no mention being made of 
him during the siege. Bdber, whether in consequence 
of special agreement, or of his superior activity, alone 
entered the city. Sultan Ali had previously, however, 
overrun some of the dependent districts, especially 
those in the neighbourhood of Bokhara, and continued 
to retain possession of them, as well as of that city. 

The city of Samarkand, the possession of which thus 
rewarded the perseverance of the youthful Bdber, was 
one of the richest and most populous at that time in 
the world. It had been the capital of the great Taimur, 
and still maintained its pre-eminence in the countries 
which he had conquered. BAber gives us an interest- 
ing account of its mosques, colleges, and palaces. It 
was also ennobled by the observatory of Ulugh Beg.f 
The astronomical tables there composed under the eye 
of that prince, excited wonder in his own time, and 
still enrich at least the history of science. The city 
was situated near the Rohik or Zir-efshan river, called 
also the Soghd, in a fertile and populous country, and 
in a delightful climate ; and its territory was remark- 
able at once for its ample harvests and for producing 

* Baber, p. 48. Graves in the third voL of the Geo- 

t See his Tables of Longitude graphi Minores Gra-ci, Oxon. I 7 II, 
and Latitude of the Fixed Stars, in 8\o ; see also La Lande's Astrono- 
Iljde’s Syntagma Dibsertationuin, nomie, tom. i. pp. 126, 127. Paris, 
tom. 1 . O\on. 1768 , 4to ; and his 1792, 4to. " 

Geographical Tables, published by 
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tlie finest fruits in the world. Taimur boasted that iu 
one of its districts, that of Soghd, which probably re- 
tained the original name of the ancient Sogdiana, he 
had a garden a hundred and twenty miles in length. 
Its manufactures of paper and of crimson velvet, which 
were celebrated wherever commerce extended, have 
been already mentioned. The whole country, from the 
Andejdu and the Sirr, to the Amu, including Bokhara, 
Kesh, and Karshi, was understood to belong to it. The 
inhabitants were celebrated for the refinement of their 
manners, their love of learning, and skill in the arts. 
The Persian, we have seen, was the language of Samar- 
kand and of all the other large towns, while the Tiirki 
tribes, who occupied parts of the open country, pre- 
served their ancient tongue, and their ruder manners. 

As BAber did not enter Samarkand by storm, but on 
the invitation of its inhabitants, and would not sanction 
the general pillage of a city which he intended should 
be his capital, the crowd of adventurei’s, both Begs and 
soldiers, who had looked forward to the rich plunder 
that it was to afford as the reward of the toils which 
they had endured iu a long siege, were extremely dis- 
contented. Though he bestowed on them such rewards 
as he had to give, they considered themselves as de- 
frauded of the fairest and most natural recompense of 
their labours. He intimates, however, that his troops 
had somehow acquired considerable booty in Samar- 
kand ; but that, as all the rest of the country had sub- 
mitted voluntarily, no kind of pillage whatever had 
been permitted elsewhere. It is probable that obnoxious 
individuals, or refractory quarters in Samarkand were 
plundered ; and, as the arrogance of a victorious army 
is not easily checked, other irregularities might have 
been committed. The city, however, worn out from the 
long continuance of the blockade, for which it was not 
originally prepared, or victualled ; and the country, laid 
Avaste by the movements of hostile armies for two sue- 



LIFE OF BABEB. 107 

ccssive summers, had been reduced to a. wretched con- chap, i, 
dition ; insomuch that, instead of any supplies being 
drawn from the fertile fields around, it was absolutely 
necessary for the government to furnish the inhabitants 
with seed-corn to sow their grounds, and with other 
supplies to enable them to subsist till the ensuing har- 
vest. To levy contributions for his army from such a 
country was, as Baber himself remarks, quite impos- 
sible. His soldiers were consequently exposed to much 
distress, aud he possessed no adequate means of satis- wi'iih <i<- 
fying their wants. The men began to drop offj and 
return home. The example set by the soldiers was 
soon followed even by the leaders. All his Moghul 
horse deserted, and in the end Sultan Ahmed Tdmbol, 
a Moghul nobleman of the first rank in Andejan, forsook 
him like the rest, and returned home. 

To put a stop to this defection, BAber sent Khwdja 
MouMna Kdzi to Uzun Hassan, who had now the direc- 
tion of aflairs in AndejAn, that he inigiit prevail upon jciiinnir 
him to jranish some of the fugitives, and send the rest 
back. But it soon appeared that Uzun Hassan was 
himself the enemy most to be apprehended. After 
TAmbol had joined him, lie no longer showed any re- 
serve. A party, at the head of Avhich were Uzun Has- 
san and TAmbol, openly stood up in favour of JehAngi'r 
Mirza, BAber's brother, insisting that as the Sultan had 
now got possession of Samai'kaud, he should give up 
AndejAn and Akhsi to his brother. These countries 
were at the same time demanded by his uncle, Sultan 
Mahmiid Khan, the Moghul ruler of TAshkend. Both 
appear to have urged their pretensions under alleged 
treaties. 

There is some indistinctness in the account which 
BAber gives of the claims of liis uncle and brother ; and, 
if we may judge from the usages of the times aud the 
few facts known to us, there seems to have been some 
justice in the demands of both. The custom which at 
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tliat period prevailed of giving each son a separate 
appanage or princiiiality, led to constant civil wars. 
Bdber and Jehdngir were born of different mothers, 
both Moghuls, but of different tribes. JehAngir seems 
to have been in possession of Akhsi as his share of his 
father’s succession; and the Moghuls of his mother’s 
clan attached themselves to him, and were desirous to 
make him independent. Most of the misfortunes of 
Bdber’s early life arose from this cause. When he had 
the brilliant jirospect of acquiring the dominions of 
Samarkand, it was very natural that to secure the 
active co operation of Jehangir and his friends, who 
composed a considerable part of the strength of Fer- 
ghana, he should have promised that country to his 
brother, to be held of the great kingdom of Samarkand ; 
and some cession of territory, in return for assistance 
required, was probably in like manner promised to the 
Khan, such as his father Yiinis Khan had formerly re- 
ceived. Bdber indeed afla.rms that his uncle, the Khan, 
could have no claim, as during the two years that he 
had attacked Samarkand, the Khan had given him no 
assistance ; while, in answer to Uzun Hassan’s claim on 
behalf of Jehangir, he says, that as the countries of 
Andejdn and Akhsi, though never promised to the 
Khan, had been demanded by him, were he now to 
give them up to his brother, it would lead to un- 
pleasant explanations with his uncle ; and he besides 
remarks, that when this claim was set up for Jehangir, 
he had himself not above a thousand men of every 
description with him at Samarkand; that the claim 
made at such a moment too much resembled a com- 
mand, and was repelled as peculiarly offensive.* Cer- 
tainly, if the demand was in conformity to the literal 
terms, it must be allowed to be very little in the spirit 
of the agreement. Everything was now unfavourable 


* Baber, pp. 53 , 56 . 
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to BAber ; he was not settled in his new conquest ; and 
all the deserters who left him on arriving in Andejiin 
sided with Jehdngir, and to cover their desertion, 
became his most determined enemies. 

Uzun Hassan, himself a iloghul, who was governor 
of Akhsi and at the head of Jehdngi'r’s party, on re- 
ceiving Bdber’s refusal of the demand in that prince’s 
favour, marched toward Andejiin and openly raised the 
standard of revolt. He was joined by Sultan Ahrned 
Tdmbol, also a iloghul, who possessed great influence 
in Ferghdna, and who had lately deserted Biiber, 
Bdber, anxious to prevent the liloghuls who were in 
that country from taking part against him, despatched 
one Tulun Beg, who was also a Moghul, and a brave 
partisan, to enter into communication with his country- 
men, and to attempt to retain them in his interest. 
But Uzum Ilassan and Tambol, learning the route 
which Tulun had pursued, sent a body of light troops 
to intercept him, by whom he was taken, and soon after 
put to death. The revolted leaders, with Jeluinglr at 
their head, now laid siege to Andejiin. Ali Dost Taghdi 
was the governor, and was zealously assisted in all his 
arrangements by KhwAja Mouliina Kiizi. This eminent 
person, who was the religious director of Baber’s family, 
was warmly attached to the young prince’s interests. 
He soothed and conciliated such of the troops as had 
absconded from Samarkand, and is said to have divided 
eighteen thousand of his own sheep among the soldiers 
Avho were in the place, and the wives and families of 
such as still remained with the Sultan, to keep them 
steady to his cause. Kepeated expresses were de- 
spatched to Bdber by his mother and grandmother, who 
were in the town, as well as by Khwdja Kdzi, to point 
out the difficult circumstances in which they were 
placed, and to urge his speedy arrival ; informing him 
that the capital was ill prepared for defence, and, if not 
speedily relieved, must inevitably fall. 
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While these despatches arrived fast upon each other, 
the young prince lay at Samarkand, slowly recovei’ing 
from a severe illness. Unfortunately, the confusion of 
his affairs prevented his laying himself up, and a dan- 
gerous relapse was the consequence of his exertions. 
For four days the only sustenance he received was from 
having his tongue moistened with wet cotton. Even 
his most faithful Begs and servants, despairing of his 
recovery, and thinking that all was over, began to leave 
him. It was at this moment that an envoy arrived 
from Uzun Hassan. During the dejection and disorder 
that prevailed in the household, he was imprudently 
introduced where the young prince lay motionless, and 
was afterwards allowed to depart. It so happened, 
however, that in a few days the vigour of Briber’s con- 
stitution prevailed. The violence of the disease abated, 
and he began to recover, but stiU the attack left behind 
a thickness or difficulty of speech. Yet, imperfect as 
was his recovery, so urgent were the letters from his 
beleaguered friends, that he resolved to abandon his re- 
cent conquest of Samarkand, in which he had reigned 
only a hundred days, and set out for Andejan. In a 
week he reached Khojend, and there he was met by the 
painful intelligence that just a week before, on the very 
day he had left Samarkand, the castle of Andejan had 
surrendered to the enemy. 

It appears that Uzun Hassan’s envoy, who had been 
admitted to the Sultan’s sick chamber, reported, on his 
return, that he had seen him lying at the point of death, 
speechless, and kept in life only by having his tongue 
moistened by wet cotton. This information was with- 
out delay communicated to Ali Dost, the governor of 
Andejdn, and confirmed upon oath by the envoy in his 
hearing, while he stood on the city-wall, near one of 
the gates. Confounded by the news, and imagining 
any farther resistance to be unavailing, he entered into 
a capitulation, and surrendered the place. The be- 
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siegers immediately entered, and considerable sevoritiea 
were exercised. The attachment of Jvhwjija luizi to 
B/iber was punished by his being ignominiously hanged 
over the gate of the citadel, to the great horror of u 
population by whom he was venerated. His family 
and dependents were given up to be pUindorcd. BAber 
had owed him much, and was sincerely attached to 
him. “ I have no doubt,” says he, “ that KliwAja Kfizi 
was a saint. "What better proof of it could be required 
than the single fact, that, in a short time, no trace oj* 
memorial remained of any one of all those who were 
concerned in his murder? They were all conqdctcly 
extirpated. KhwAja Kazi was a wonderfully bold man, 
which is also no mean proof of sanctity. All mankind, 
however brave they be, have some little anxiety or 
trepidation about them. The KhwAja had not a par- 
ticle of either.”* 

BAber now felt himself in a most trying situation. 
“ To save AndcjAn,” says he, “ I had given up Samar- 
kand, and now found that I had lost the one, without 
preserving the other.” Ilis capital and his hci*cditary 
dominions were occupied by a hostile faction, in the 
name of his brother. The greater part of his army had 
left him. On no side did he perceive one ray of hope to 
guide him onwards. His situation too was new to him. 
It was the first time he had been so deserted. “ I be- 
came a prey to vexation and melancholy,” says lie, 
“ for, since I had been a sovereign prince, J never belbre 
had been separated in this manner from my countiy 
and followers; and, since the day 1 had known myself, 
I had never experienced such care and suflering.” Un- 
certain what to do, being equally shut out from h’ergliiinu 
and Samarkand, he turned for succour to his maternal 
uncle, Sultan Mahmild Khan. 

Since the flight and death of Ilassan YAkuh, the 
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office of prime minister to Bdber had been held by 
Kdsim Beg, Kochin, -whom he represents as brave, a 
man of talents, possessed of a rich vein of humour and 
an elegant wit, though, b)' an accident not uncommon 
among nobles of the Tartar race, he could neither read 
nor write.* Kdsim Beg was now despatched to Tdsh- 
kend, to prevail upon the Khan to march against Ande- 
jdn. He succeeded in his mission. The Khan, who, 
with the true Tartar love of spoil, was ever ready to 
put his army in motion, where a eountry was to be 
plundered, marched up the right bank of the Sirr to- 
wards Akhsi, the portion of Ferghdna nearest to his 
territory. The hostile and confederated lords, on their 
part, hearing of his advance, recrossed the river from 
the Andejdn side, and encamped so as to cover Akhsi. 
There they contrived to engage the Khan in a negoti- 
ation, and by their arts of persuasion, and, as Bdber 
intimates, by their bribes to the negotiators, prevailed 
upon him to retire back the way be came. 

The defection of his only ally rendered the situation 
of the young prince more desperate than ever. Several 
of the Begs and soldiers who still adhered to him had 
their wives and families in Andejan. Anxious for their 
safety, and seeing now no otlier way to protect them, 
such as were so situated separated from Bdber to the 
number of seven or eight hundred men, and returned 
home, leaving only two or three hundred adherents to 
the late conqueror of Samarkand. “ I was now reduced 
to a very distressed situation,” says he, “ and wept a 
great deal.” He went on to Khojend, which still ad- 
hered to him. There he was joined by his mother and 
grandmother from Andejdn, and by the families of 
several of those who were still attached to his fortune ; 
and there he spent the month of Ramzdn, the great 

* Baber’s Mem. p. 16 . 
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Muhammedan fast.* He then renewed his application 
for assistance to his uncle, who was- always sufficiently 
ready to put his troops in motion, though generally to 
no very great purpose. As the Khan’s recent treaty 
probably prevented any new effort against Andcjiiu, 
Baber determined once more to make an attempt on 
Samarkand. The Khan sent his son with four or five 
thousand men to assist him; but before Baber could 
join them in the Samarkand territory, they had heard 
of the approach of the Uzbeks under Sheibaui Khan, 
and had hurriedly retreated homewards : Baber, there- 
fore, unable to accomplish anything with his own 
slender means, returned to Khojend, f 

The vigorous aud elastic spirit of Biibcr was not to 
be broken by this series of disappointments and discom- 
fitures. He once more crossed the great river, and re- 
paired to the Court of his uncle, the Khan of the 
Moghuls, to crave his assistance in recovering his 
father’s kingdom. Briber’s mother, we have seen, was 
the sister of the Khan ; Jehdngir’s, as has been re- 
marked, was also a Moghul, but of a different tribe. 
The Khan, after some solicitation, granted the young 
Sultan a feeble and inefficient reinforcement of eight 
hundred Moghuls, with which he surprised and carried 
by escalade the fort of Ndsukh, about forty miles from 
Khojend. But, finding it too far off to be conveniently 
retained, he abandoned it, and returned back to that town. 

As Khojend was a small district that could hardly 
support two hundred retainers, it was of importance to 
Baber to afford it some relief from the burden of main- 
taining even his small army. For this purpose he en- 
deavoured to prevail upon his neighbour and maternal 
uncle, Muhammed Hassein Korkdn Doghlat, who, as has 

• A.ii. 903, Ramzdii, A.D. 1498, de Gama ai rh eil at Calicut, and com- 
May. It was on the 22nd May, plcted the discovery of the passage 
1498, and while Baber was over- to India by the ('ape of Good Hope, 
whelmed by misfortune, that Vasco t Baber, p. 50. 
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been mentioned, had hdd Uratippa under the Khan for 
the last three or four years, to lend him the village of 
Bishdffher, in the district of YaraiMk for one winter. 
It had formerly belonged to the late Kkwdja Kazi, and 
lying on the road to Samarkand, was particularly 
favourable to Bdber’s views. Muhammed Hussein was 
finally prevailed upon to consent to this arrangement, 
and Baber removed to Bishdgher; where he exerted 
himself with such activity during the winter, that, by 
stratagem or negotiation, he got possession of a great 
part of the country of Ydraih'ik. 

When the young Sultan, after oceupying Samarkand 
for a hundred days, had left it on his return towards 
Andejdn, the imperial city was occupied by his cousin, 
Sultan Ali Mirza of Bokhara, who had been his ally 
and coadjutor during the siege. As Yaraildk was 
dependent on Samarkand, Sultan Ali, now advanced 
wdth a large force to expel the intruder ; and Baber, 
who had not three hundred men with him, deprived 
of all means of a successful resistance, was com- 
pelled to withdraw from the limited conquests that 
he had made, and altogether to abandon that part of 
the country. Unwilling by returning to Khojend, to 
oppress the inhabitants of that little district, who for 
nearly two years had supported him and his band of 
followers, he turned off to the Ildks, a hilly tract south 
of Uratippa, where, living the unsettled life of a fugitive, 
he spent some time perplexed and distracted with the 
hopeless state of his atfairs. 

“ One day while I remained there,” says he, “ Khwdja 
Abul Makdram, who, like myself, was an exile and a 
wanderer, came to visit me. I took the opportunity of 
consulting him with respect to my situation and con- 
cerns — whether it was advisable for me to remain 
where I was, or to go elsewhere, — what I might 
attempt, and what I should leave untried. He was so 
much affected with the state in which he found me, that 
he shed tears, and after praying over me, took his 
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departure. I myself was also extremely atfected. 
That very day, about afternoon prayers, a horseman 
was descried at the bottom of the valley. He proved to 
be a servant of All Dost ” (the governor who had sur- 
rendered Andejan). “ He came with a message from his 
master to inform me that he had undoubtedly offended 
deeply, but that he trusted to my clemency for forgiving 
his past offences ; and that if I would mai’ch to join 
him, he would deliver up to me the tomi of Mar- 
ghinan, and would do me such service and duty as 
would wipe away his late errors and free him from his 
disgrace.” * 

No sooner did the young Sultan receive this welcome 
message than he mount and set out for Marghinan. It 
was then about sunset. The next three nights and two 
daj’s he and his followers rode without halting, except 
to refresh and feed their horses. Before sunrise, on 
the third morning, they had arrived within four miles 
of Marghindn, having ridden about a hundi’ed. It was 
now only that they began to consider, that on a former 
occasion Ali Dost had joined the enemy ; and, even at 
the present moment, held Marghinan for them; that 
there had been no mutual intercourse with him, by 
which his real sentiments could be ascertained ; that he 
might at that very time be treacherous, and leading 
them into a snare. Baber and his friends consulted to- 
gether ; and, though they saw that their apprehensions 
were not unreasonable, still it was agreed that their 
prudence had come too late, their whole party being 
worn out, both men and horses ; and besides, so des- 
perate was their present condition, that it was worth 
their while to hazard everything. They therefore 
pushed on, and early in the morning reached the gate 
of the castle. Here they found Ali Dost, who received 
them standing over the gateway, the gate being shut. 

Baber’s Mem. p. 65. 
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He asked terms, which were granted him, when he 
threw open the gates, made his submission to his 
sovereign, and conducted him to a house in the fort. 
Baber had about 240 followers with him on this journey. 

The possession of Marghindn, which lay far advanced 
in Ferghdna, placed him in rather a better situation 
than he had been for a long time past. He found that 
Uzun Hassan and Tambol, who directed the councils 
of his brother Jehangir, had resorted to some harsh 
measures, that their government had become unpopular 
all over the country, and that his own restoration was 
very generally desired. To take advantage of the pre- 
vailing discontent, he sent KAsim Beg with a small 
body of a hundred men to the highlands south of An- 
dojdn to attempt to raise the country ; while Ibrtihim 
Sdi’u was despatched with about the same number to 
cross the river towards Akhsi, and to try what could be 
done in the northern provinces. 

Uzun Hassan and Tdmbol, on hearing of Bdber’s 
success, collected not only the whole of their own fol- 
lowers with the Moghuls who were attached to them, 
but called out every man in Andejdn and Akhsi who 
was able to bear arms ; and taking Jehdngir Mirza along 
■with them, marched to invest Biiber in Marghindn. 
Though the flower of the Sultan’s little army had been 
sent off with the detachments, he was not dismayed; but, 
with the few old followers still left with him, and such 
new ones as he could I’aise on the spur of the occasion, he 
assumed a bold attitude, marched out, faced the enemy 
as they advanced to the town in battle array and in 
great force, and engaged and harassed them with such 
effect as to hinder thoir advancing beyond the outskirts 
of the suburbs. On two following days, when they came 
on in force to drive him from his position, he was 
equally successful. 

Meanwhile the t'wo small detachments that he had 
sent out were daily making progress. That under Kd- 
sim Beg was joined, as well by the peasants as by the 
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tribes, whether wandering or settled, in the southern chai*. i. 
hill-country ; while the other under IbrAhun Saru that j, ugg. 
had crossed the Sirr, found the inhabitants there also 
universally disgusted with the ncAv government. On 
their approach, the toAvnspeopIe of Akhsi, the second city 
of the kingdom, rose upon the garrison with sticks and 
clubs, drove them out of the town, forced them to fly 
into the citadel, and then called in Ibrahim. To add to 
this success, a body of troops sent by Baber’s uncle the 
Khan marched up the river, and passing the defiles, 
joined the detachment in the town of Akhsi. 

The news of these occurrences alarmed Uzun Hassan. 

He instantly sent back from his camp at Marghindn a 
body of chosen men, with orders to cross the river and 
relieve the troops who Avere shut up in the citadel of 
Akhsi. When this detachment arrived opposite that 
town, by some oversight, in not pulling sufficiently high 
up the stream, the boat in A\hich they were ferried 
across the Sirr missed the intended landing-place, and 
by the force of the current Avas carried down bcloAV the 
works into shallow water, where it could be reached by 
the enemy’s horse, who instantly rode into the river and 
attacked them. They were all put to death or taken 
prisoners. 

When this misfortune Avas known in Uzun Ilassan’s but rc- 
camp, he saw that he could no longer maintain himself 
near Marghindn. The array was led back in groat 
confusion to Andejdn. But on reaching that capital 
the confederate chiefs found, to their consternation, that 
the governor had declared for Bdbcr. This unlooked- 
for event enth'ely disconcerted them. The array broke 
up, each chief slufting for himself. Uzun Ilassan 
reached the citadel of Akhsi, Avhich ho had long hold, 
and Avhere he had left his family. Sultan Ahmed Tam- 
bol hastened to the eastAvard, to Ush, Avhich Avas his 
proper government; and, before be arrived there, Avas 
joined by Jchdngir Mirza; Avho, in consequence of a plot 

1 a 
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originating in one of those factions and disputes at that 
time so common, had been carried off from Uzun Hassan 
by some of his servants and followers*, and was now 
delivered to Tdmbol, who was Uzun Hassan’s rival. 

On this change of fortune, Bdber once more re-entered 
his capital, from which he had been excluded nearly 
two years. Many and severe as were the changes of 
fortune that he had undergone, he was still little more 
than sixteen years of age. 

When Tdmbol arrived at Ush he found the citizens 
in the same state of ferment as the inhabitants of the 
rest of the country, and indignant at his misgovern- 
ment and oppression. On his entrance, he was ftiriously 
attacked by the commonalty with sticks and stones, and 
fairly driven out of the place, which declared for Bdber. 
Tdmbol, with Jehdngir Mirza and a few partisans who 
still adhered to them, was now compelled to retire 
northward to Urkend, near the mountains that border 
on Kashghar. 

Bdber, eager to improve his success, did not waste 
his time in Andejan. In the course of four or five days 
he followed Uzun Hassan, his most formidable enemy, 
to Akhsi. That chief, finding that it would not serve 
any good purpose to hold out the citadel, since all the 
country had become hostile to him, entered into a capi- 
tulation, by which he agi-eed to give up the place, bar- 
gaining only for the lives and property of himself, his 
family and adherents, and for liberty to leave the coun- 
try. The citadel was accordingly surrendered to Baber. 

This flow of success placed the affairs of the Sultan 
in a more prosperous situation in Ferghana than they 
had ever before attained since his accession. Ho had 
recovered his native kingdom, and rebellion was quelled. 
Before returning to his capital he devoted some time to 
settling the northern provinces of Akhsi and Kasdn. 


" Ddbu’i) Mem. pp. 66, 6?. 
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He dismissed the Moghul auxiliaries whom his uncle chap, l 
the Khan had sent to his assistance ; and then returned 
to Andejan, carrying with him Uzun Hassan, his family 
and dependents. That chieftain was allowed to leave 
the country, in terms of the capitulation, and crossed 
the southern mountains to KArdtigin, on his way to 
HissAr, attended by a small retinue. All the rest of 
his former followers remained behind. 

But one act of imprudence blighted the fair prospects im- 
which seemed to be opening to Baber, and plunged him 
once more in an ab3'ss of danger and difficulty. The 
soldiers whom Uzun Hassan had left behind, especially 
the Moghuls, had been the instruments of various acts 
of severity committed under his orders, and probably of 
many more done on their own account. After his de- 
parture, they seem to have entered Baber’s service, or 
at least to have acknowledged his sovereignty, trusting 
to the terms of the capitulation. Several of the native 
Begs and others, however, who detested these rapacious 
strangers, represented to the young Sultan, that they 
were the very men who, during the late disturbances, 
had pillaged his adherents and the followei's of the 
faithful Khwtija Kazl, and had been guilty of every 
enormity ; and that h'e was not to expect fidelity from 
men who had abandoned their o^vn chiefs. They there- 
fore urged him to issue an order for pillaging these 
notorious plunderers: or, continued they, if it seems 
going too far to order a general inllagc, let us at least 
not have the mortification to see them riding our horses, 
wearing our clothes, and killing and eating our own 
sheep before our eyes : it is but fair that we, -who have 
adhered to you in all your changes of fortune, should 
be suffered to reclaim at least such pai’t of our own pro- 
perty as we find in the possession of these marauders, 
who should be very thankful for getting off on such 
easy terms. Without due consideration, Baber was 
prevailed upon to publish an order to that effect, though 

1 4 
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in favour of such only as had accompanied him in his 
campaigns. “ Nothing,” as he himself remarks, “ could 
have been more imprudent. When there was a rival 
like Jehangir jMirza at my elbow, it was a senseless 
thing to exasperate so many men who had arms in 
their hands. From my issuing this single inconsiderate 
order, what commotions and mutinies ensued ! It was 
in reality the ultimate cause of my being expelled a 
second time from AndejAn.” * Baber was one of the 
few princes who had sufficient wisdom to see, and suf- 
ficient superiority of mind to acknowledge and profit 
by, his errors. It was this frank and healthful spirit of 
observation that helped to carry him through all the 
difficulties of his chequered life. 

The Moghuls were not to be plundered with im- 
punity. They were not only brave but numerous, 
amounting to three or four thousand fighting men. 
They immediately put themselves in a posture of de- 
fence, and sent to offer their services to Tdmbol and 
Jehdnglr Mirza, inarching at the same time to the east- 
ward to join them. The affair was treated by Bdber’s 
chief nobles as a slight matter, which did not call for 
the Sultan himself to take the field. It was therefore 
arranged that Kdsim Beg, with some other officers, 
should lead a detachment of the army after them, and 
chastise their insolence ; and the Beg accordingly set 
out on the service. But it turned out a much more 
difficult matter than had been anticipated. The Moghuls 
were joined by Tambol. Hardly had the Beg passed 
the Ilamish river by the ford of Yasi-kijet, when the 
two armies met face to face, and engaged. After a des- 
perate action, Baber’s army was completely routed, and 
a number of his Begs and officers fell into the hands of 
the enemy, Kdsim Beg, and the few who escaped, fled 

* Baber, p. 68. 
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to Andejsln and wore closely followed by Tdmbol, who 
advanced within a farsang of the place.* 

This reverse was most untimely. The country, after 
a long season of uproar and confusion, was just Ijegin- 
ning to recover its tranquillity and to fall into order. 
Several of Bdber’s principal supporters were at a dis- 
tance, actively employed in their respective governments, 
and could not, at the moment, assist him. The decided 
ascendancy which he had just recovered, was lost again. 
Tdmbol and Jehdngir, improving their victory, ad- 
vanced several times insultingly towards the to^vn, with 
their army ranged in order of battle ; but Bdber de- 
clined a general action, at the same time that, by post- 
ing his troops under cover, in the gardens, houses, and 
narrow roads in the suburbs, he always checked the 
enemy in their movements. They shifted their ground 
repeatedly from one side of the town to another, in 
hopes of gaining some advantage ; but, after remaining 
about a month in the vicinity of the city, without 
effecting any thing, they were at last compelled to break 
up, and moved for Ush, the fort of which was held for 
Bdber, by Ibrahim Sdru’s men.f 

The Sultan, on being relieved from this danger, sent 
to collect the whole force of his little dominions which 
had been dispersed after the surrender of Uzun Hassan ; 
and, when those nearest at hand were assembled, put 
his troops in motion towards the end of August J, and 
soon arrived near Ush ; the enemy, at his approach, re- 
tiring to the northward. Next morning, as he was 
matching past the town to follow them, he learned with 
surprise that they had given him the slip, and were in 
full march for Andejdn. He proceeded, however, in 
his route towards Urkend, in which district the strength 
of Tdmbol lay ; and sent out detachments, who indeed 

* A farsang is about tliree miles f We are hardly ever informed 
and three quarters, or four miles. of the positive strength or numbers 
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plundered and laid waste the country, but did nothing 
effectual. Tdrabol, meanwhile, held on his course to- 
wards Andejdn, hoping to surprise it. He arrived there 
during the night, and entered the ditch unperceived ; 
but, while his men were planting their scaling ladders, 
they were observed, and the alarm given ; so that the 
attempt failed, and he was forced to retreat. Baber, 
having returned from Urkend into the territory of Ush, 
attacked and took Mddu, one of its forts, in which was 
lihabil, a brother of Tdmbol, with some of his best war- 
riors 5 a fortunate occurrence for such of the Sultan’s 
officers and men as had been made prisoners at the de- 
feat of Ydsi-kijet. 

The tivo armies soon after approached each other, 
and lay for upwards of a month, with not more than 
three or four miles between them. During this time 
there wei’e daily skirmishes. Bdber, whose army was 
the weaker of the two, drew a trench round his posi- 
tion, and carefully guarded against surprise. While thus 
situated, a Moghul chief, with the branch of a migra- 
tory tribe which had been obliged to leave Hissdr, in 
consequence of one of the revolutions so frequent in 
that age, crossed the Karatigin mountains and joined 
him." Encouraged by this unexpected aid, which 
placed him in a situation to meet the enemy in the 
field, ho advanced towards their camp, to offer them 
battle. Having heard, however, of his increase of 
strength, they did not venture to await his coining, 
but retreated hurriedly, with the loss of part of their 
tents and baggage ; so that Baber on coming up»en- 
camped on the ground they had quitted. Tambol, 
after marching about twelve miles in the direction of 
Andejdn, halted at Khubdn. Bdber followed him; and 
Tambol found himself at last obliged to march out and 

* This was Sultan Ahmed Kera- his clan, 
wal, the father of Kuch Beg, with 
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engage in a regular battle. But, such was the ardour 
and impetuosity of the cavalry in Baber’s left wing, 
that, having charged Tambol’s right, they broke and 
totally routed it, even before Baber's right had time to 
come up. The victory was complete, many of the 
enemy being slain, and many taken prisoners, whose 
heads were ordered to be struck off, according to the 
barbarous custom of the times. Baber halted at Khubiin. 
This victory, in the first pitched battle that he had 
fought, delighted him much. Tambol and Jchangfr 
Mirza escaped toAvards Urkend; and, as the winter was 
at hand and little grain or forage to be found in the 
country, Baber led his army back to Andejdn.’* 

It soon, however, appeared that the enemy, though 
defeated, were still in great strength ; and that it Avas 
necessary to take such a position as would straiten their 
quarters, and hinder them from overrunning the open 
country at will. Bdber, therefore, in spite of the in- 
clemency of the season, marched his army to the east- 
ward, to Sudrdsi, a favourable position betAveen two 
rivers, where he halted his troops, and contrived not 
only to keep the enemy in check, but to make constant 
inroads and forays into their country. He, at the same 
time, indulged himself in hunting and foAvling, in the 
fine sporting country in Avhich he lay. Unfortunately 
Kamber Ali and some others of his chiefs began to tire 
of the severities of a winter campaign ; so that, to pre- 
vent discontent, the Sultan Avas obliged to give them per- 
mission to return home ; and the consequence Avas, that, 
after remaining six or seven Aveeks in that station, he 
was finally compelled, in consequence of his diminished 
strength, most unwillingly to break up his quarters 
and return to Andejdn. “ Had I remained all Avinter in 
these cantonments,” says he, “ there is every reason to 
believe that, by the return of spring, the enemy Avould 
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have been I'educed to the last extremity, without fight- 
ing.” * 

When Tambol perceived the superiority which Baber 
had acquired in the field, he felt the necessity there 
Avas for looking around him for additional assistance. 
He happened to have an elder brother who held a con- 
fidential situation in the household of Sultan Mahmiid 
Khan, Baber’s uncle ; and, through him, he contrived to 
prevail upon that restless prince, who seems to have 
been ever ready to assist indiscriminately all Avho asked 
his aid, to send him a body of auxiliaries. Tambol, at 
the same moment that he learned that Baber had broken 
up his cantonments, received information that a detach- 
ment of the Khan’s men Avas certainly in motion to 
come to his succour. This intelligence emboldened 
him, in spite of the season, to assume the oflPensiA’e, and 
to march from Urkend to Sudrdsi. 

As soon as the alarming news Avas brought to Bdbei 
that a son of the Khan, with five or six thousand men, 
had entered his northern dominions, and laid siege to the 
important town of Kdsdn, he lost no time ; but with his 
characteristic activity instantly set out, taking along 
Avith him such troops as were at hand. He marched 
all night, and next day reached Akhsi. “ It was the 
depth of Avinter,” says he, “ the cold during the night 
Avas intense, insomuch that several of my people were 
frost-bitten in the hands and feet, and the ears of some 
of them were contracted like a Avithered apple.” f Cross- 
ing the Sirr at Akhsi, he hastened on to Kdsdn ; but, 
when he arrived Avithin a mile or tAVO of that toAvn, Avas 
met by intelligence that the Khan’s army, on getting no- 
tice of his approach, Avithout waiting to receive him, had 
made the best of their way back to their own country. 

MeauAvhile Tdmbol, who was marching by Sudrdsi, as 
soon as he kncAV Avith certainty that Bdber had left 


Bciber, p. 75. 
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Andejan, also crossed to the right bank of the Sirr, and chap. i. 
hastened on by forced marches ; hoping to reach Kasdn, ir,oo. 
and join the besiegers, before the young Sultan could ar- 
rive. In the afternoon of the very day on -which BAber 
came to Kasau, the approach of TainboVs army was 
descried from a distance. Disconcerted and disappointed, 
when met by information of the precipitate retreat of the 
Khan’s troops, Tdinbol halted his men. Baber, with the 
ardour of a youthful warrior and the instinctive talent 
of a general, urged the necessity of attacking the enemy 
Avithout delay, A\hile they Avere yet surprised and dis- 
pirited. His older officers urged that, as the day Avas 
about to close, it Avas better to put off the attack till the 
morroAv, and their advice prevailed. Early next morning 
they mounted and rode to the attack, but the enemy 
was gone. Tambol, aAvare of his danger, had made his 
ti’oops retreat, fatigued as they Avere, as soon as the 
darkness had fallen ; and did not permit, them to halt 
for a moment the whole night. They were indeed pur- 
sued, and at length overtaken, but not till they had 
found shelter in the fortress of Arkhidn. Here Baber 
faced them for five or six weeks, he not being strong 
enough to besiege the fort, and they not venturing to 
attack his lines. 

At the end of that time, Tambol, being invited by a 
petty chieftain among the Andejan hills, who bad revolted 
from the Sultan, decamped by night, and marched to join 
him. Bdber hastened to intercept him in his march, but 
ineffectually. Tdmbol succeeded in reaching the fort of 
Beshkhdrdn, and encamped, protected by it. As there 
Avas only the distance of a mile or two between the 
camps, daily skirmishes and single combats took place. 

But Bdber’s chief Begs and officers soon began to be 
tired of this fatiguing and ineffectual warfare, and 
talked of peace. Under these circumstances, Ali Dost 
and Kamber Ali, the chiefs of greatest influence in his 
army, managed to conclude a treaty ; Bdber says, Avitli- 
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out informing him or the Begs most attached to him, 
of its progress or its terms, till it was concluded, when 
acquiescence became a matter of necessity. The con- 
ditions were, that, the river Sirr should be the boundary 
between Bdber and his brother Jehangir; Akhsi, Jvastln, 
and all to the north of the river being given up to 
Jehangir; while all to the south, including Urkend, was 
to belong to Bdber; that, time was to be allowed to 
Tdmbol and his followers to withdraw their wives and 
families from Urkend; that after the two princes had 
tranquillised and settled their respective dominions, they 
should march in concert together against Samarkand; 
on the conquest of which kingdom, Bdber was to give 
up Andejdn also to his brother. This treaty was con- 
cluded in the end of February a.d. 1500, and next day 
Jehdngir and Tdmbol waited upon Bdber, when it was 
confirmed. After this, Jehdngir proceeded to Akhsi and 
Baber to Andejdn, and the prisoners on both sides were 
set at liberty.* 


• Baber’s Mem. pp. To - 78. 
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CHAPTER II. 

SnEIByiNI Kn.4N SECOND CONQUEST AND LOSS OF SABIARILIND. — 

bAbeR is kept under by his MINISTER. INVITED TO SAMBR- 

ICAND. AFFAIRS OF THAT COUNTRY. HE ADVANCES TO THE 

CAPITAL. — MARCH OP SnEIB,(NI TO ITS RELIEF. HISTORY OP THAT 

CHIEF PLIGHT OP bXbeR BY HISSAR HE RESOLVES TO AT- 
TEMPT SAMARKAND. TAKES IT BY SURPRISR HIS BATTLE IVITH 

SHEIbAnI, and defeat. HE IS BESIEGED IN SAMARKAND FOR FIVE 

MONTHS CAPITULATION. — HE ESCAPES TO URATIPPA. 

When Baber wa.s restored to peace, with his territories 
thus diminished, he was just seventeen years of age. 
The Beg who had now the chief direction of his affairs 
was Mir Ali Dost, Taghdi, a Moghul, and a near relation; 
probably the brother of his grandmother. This was 
the same nobleman who had surrendered Andejdn to 
Uzun Hassan ; but Bdber was indebted to him for his 
restoration to his dominions, as it was by him that he 
was invited to Marghindn, from his uncomfortable 
residence in the hilly Ildks. Bdber seems never to have 
liked him, however, and represents him as a man of 
disagreeable manners, covetous, factious, sour of visage, 
and harsh of speech. Such a person was not likely to 
win the affections of a generous and lively young 
prince. The Mir found various pretexts for sending 
away the servants to whom his master was most partial. 
Khalifa, whom Bdber always treated as a friend, was 
discharged. Ibrdhim Sdru was imprisoned, strijit of 
his government and fined; and Kdsim Beg, Bdber’s 
favourite minister, a man of wit and talents, was dis- 
missed. Several others of the chief officers were de- 
prived of their governments. In a word, Ali Dost, 
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relying on the assistance of Tdmbol, with whom he 
maintained a close understanding, having removed all 
opposition, and made all power centre in* his own 
person, acted in every respect with unlimited authority. 
His son, too, began to affect the state of a sovereign ; 
and his whole style of living, his entertainments and 
levees, were those of a prince. “ My situation was 
singularly delicate,” says the royal historian, and I 
was forced to be silent. Many were the indignities 
which I endured at that time, both from father and 
son.” It was at this period that Baber married Aisha 
Sultdn Begum, the daughter of his uncle Sultan Ahmed 
Itlirza, the late Sultan of Samarkand, to whom he had 
been betrothed in his father’s lifetime.* 

But the state of Mdwerannaher was too disturbed 
and unsettled to leave a long repose to any prince 
within its limits. We have seen that when Bdber 
abandoned Samarkand to return to the protection of 
his hereditaiy dominions, that capital was occupied by 
his late ally Sultan Ali Mirza, who had previously 
advanced with his army from Bokhdra, and seized a 
great part of its territory. This pi'iuce, who was 
Bdber’s cousin, and still young, was, like him, kept in a 
state of wretched constraint and insignificance, by his 
relations the Terkhdn lords, to whom he owed his 
kingdom. They appropriated to themselves the whole 
revenue, and divided at pleasure the different govern- 
ments among their sons and dependents. Muhainmed 
Mazid was the minister who had the immediate di- 
rection of the Sultan. That prince, having grown 
up to man’s estate, naturally felt uneasy under such 
treatment, and entered into a plot to remove his 
domineering servants. Muhammed Mazid, getting 
notice of what was in agitation, and probably un- 
certain to what extent the conspiracy against his power 


* Haber's Mem. p, 78. 
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had reached, withdrew from Samarkand, and was chap. ii. 

followed by many of the chief men of the country, who 

were his adherents. 

It was at this time that Weis Mirza, better known 
as Khan Mirza, the jmungest brother of Sultan Ali, 
whose mother was a sister of the Khan of the Moghuls, 
entered the territory of Samarkand on the north, 
attended by an army furnished him by his uncle, 

Sultan Mahmiid Khan, whose Moghuls, as usual, were 
ready at every call. Weis Mirza was the fourth of 
the brothers who had aspired to the throne of Samar- 
kand. Many lords of Moghul families who were in 
the city went out and joined the invaders. Muhammed 
Mazid Terkhdn, the offended and fugitive minister of 
Sultan Ali, also invited the Moghul army to form a 
junction with him, and had a conference with its 
chiefs at Shddwar. But so little could they agree, 
that the Moghuls proposed laying hands upon him and 
his party ; though he was fortunate enough to discover 
and defeat their intentions by a precipitate flight from 
their camp. Thus deprived of his co-operation, the 
Moghuls were forced to retreat; while Sultan Ali, 
availing himself of their distress, pushed after them, 
overtook them in the Yar-ailak territory as they were 
coming to their ground, and completely routed and 
dispersed them.* 

"When Muhammed Mazid Tcrkhdn and his followers Ribor 
saw that all hope of returning to Samarkand by any 
co-operation with the Moghul Khan, or any reconciliation markami. 
with Sultan Ali Mirza was over, they turned their 
eyes on Bdber, and sent to offer him their services. 

Being then in the uncomfortable situation that has 
been described, under constraint and without influence 
in his own court, Bd.ber eagerly caught at the offer. 
Samarkand had long been the grand object of his 


* Baber’s Slem. p. 80. ; Briggs’s FerishU, vol. ii. p. 1 4. 
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ambition, and it had been expressly presented to him 
as such, when the recent peace with his brother was 
concluded. Without hesitation, therefore, he gladly 
began his march for that city, Avith the few troops that 
were near him at the time, sending an express to 
Jehdngir at Akhsi, to follow him without delay. 

It was now the mouth of June, the proper season 
for action: but Bdber had made only four marches 
when he learned that Tambol’s brother, Khalil, who 
had lately been his prisoner, had seized the fortress of 
Ush. Khalil, having been set at liberty by the late 
treaty, had been sent by his brother to bring away 
their families and property from Urkend. Instead of 
executing this commission at once, as he might have 
done, he contrived, under various pretences, to remain 
lingering day after day in the neighbourhood, till 
hearing that Baber had actually set out for Samarkand, 
and that Ush was but slightly garrisoned, he attacked 
it by night, and carried it by surprise. 

Bdber had not been prepared for this act of treachery ; 
but he resolved not to be diverted from his great object 
by any inferior consideration. He was displeased with 
those who had the present management of his aflFairs, 
and justly believed that he could best shake them otF, 
when he was not surrounded solely by their immediate 
dependents. Besides, as he had been invited by a 
powerful party of the nobles of Samarkand, it was 
necessary to avail himself of the favourable moment, or 
lose it for ever. The little kingdom of Andej^ln was 
not to be compared to that of Samarkand, and its 
magnificent capital, the seat of the representative of 
Taimur. He therefore continued his march, and on 
his route was joined by a number of his adherents, and 
of adventurers, from his own country. No sooner, 
however, was he fairly engaged in this expedition, than 
his unslumbering enemy Tambol entered his hereditary 
dominions, and left nothing undone, to seize all the 
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castles and districts of Andejdn, and its territory, which 
Bdber had just left.* 

Bdber meanwhile, advancing by Uratippa, reached 
Yurat-khan, about five miles from Samarkand, with- 
out opposition. On the road he learned that he was 
not the only foreign enemy in the field. Sheibdni 
Khan, the chief of the Uzbeks of Tiirkistdn, who had 
probably been invited a second time by Sultan Ali, 
having again crossed the Sirr, had defeated the Terldidns 
of Bokhdra, and was in full march tow^ards that city. 
At Yurat-khan Baber was joined by Muhammed Mazid 
Terkhdn, and the disaffected Begs of Samarkand. 
They assured him that if he could gain the cordial co- 
operation of Khwdja Yahia, who has been already men- 
tioned as a holy man of great note and influence in the 
city, he might enter it without a struggle. We have 
already seen the influence of these spiritual guides in 
Transoxiana, and the benefit which Bdber derived from 
the aid of Khwdja Moulaua Kdzi in Andejdn. At this 
time there were two rival saints of leading influence in 
Samarkand, Khwdjika Khwaja, and Khwdja Yahia. 
They were brothers ; but, like the royal brothers, poli- 
tical events and their own ambition had set them at 
variance. Both of them had numerous followers and 
adherents. When the Terkhdns surprised Bayesanghar 
Mirza in Samarkand, and that prince contrived to make 
his escape from the citadel, he took refuge, as wc 
have seen, in the house of the former, who was his 
spiritual guide, and who protected him from the vio- 
lence of the Terkhtins. These unscrupulous chiefs, Avith 
all their power, did not dare to touch him, in the sacred 
asylum which he had chosen ; and, in a few days, the 
rising of the people replaced him on his throne. And, 
in like manner, when his brother, Sultan Ali, the present 
sovereign, a prisoner in his turn, had undergone the 
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operation which was supposed to have deprived him of 
his eye-sight, and rendered him unfit for public life, he 
retired to the house of Khwaja Yahia, his ghostly father, 
who soon enabled him to escape to Bokhdra.* 

From that period a rivalship subsisted between the 
two holy brothers. Bdber, anxious to gain over Khwdja 
Yahia, who was perhaps more attached to the Terkhdns 
than to Sultan Ali, employed persons to enter the city 
and confer with him in private. The Khwdja was too 
cautious to commit himself by returning any direct 
answer. He said nothing, however, to make Bdber 
despair of success, and quietly took every measure in 
his power to smooth the way for his entrance into the 
city. Baber now moved to the banks of the Derghdin, 
still nearer to the town, and contrived to send his li- 
brarian to the Khwdja, who at length told him to make 
his master advance, and that the city should be given 
up to him. But one of Bdber’s chiefs, having unfortu- 
nately deserted at this very moment, informed the 
enemy that a conspiracy was going on. Measures of 
precaution had in consequence been adopted, which 
baffled the attempt ; and the troops, finding the garrison 
in a state of preparation, fell back upon the camp. To 
make up for this failure, Bdber was joined by Ibrdhfm 
Sdru, and several of the old Begs who had lately been 
driven from his service by the hostility of Ali Dost, the 
prime minister. As they were all graciously received, 
Ali Dost and ids son were much ofiended, and asked 
leave to retire, a peniii^sion -’.hteh Bdber joyfully con- 
ceded ; whereupon they retumel to Andejdn and joined 
Tdmbol. 

Hardly had Bdber got relieved from his obnoxious 
ministers, when news of an alarming nature reached 
him from Bokhdra. Sheibdni Khan, after defeating in 
the field Bdki Terkhan, who had succeeded his father. 


Baber's Memoirs, pp. 39, 40. 
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Abdal Ali, in the government of that proviiiee, had ad- 
vanced with his Uzbeks and taken possession of the city 
of Bokhara, and was now in full march towards Samar- 
kand. It may be proper to give some farther account 
of the previous life of that extraordinary man.* 

Sheibdni Khan was descended, as we have seen, from 
Jiiji, the eldest son of Chengfz Khan. His grandfather 
Avas Abulkhair Khan, the formidable Uzbek chief, from 
whom the Kaizak-Uzbeks seceded, and who was finally 
defeated and slain by a confederacy of the chiefs of the 
Kipohak tribes. The immediate consequence of this 
event Avas the diosolution of Avhat may be called the 
Old Uzbek confederacy. Some tribes joined the Kaizak- 
Uzbeks, who noAV occupied a large portion of Avhat had 
been Abulkhair’s peculiar range. Other tribes and 
some chiefs even of his own relations, among others 
Burga Ughlan, in like manner extended their territory 
at the expense of his family. The children of Abulk- 
hair Avho escaped from the bloody field and the slaughter 
that followed, continued for a time to hold a limited 
extent of country towards the loAver Sirr, on the skirts 
of the desert, and possessed a considerable body of at- 
tached adherents. But the new calamity occasioned 
by the defeat and death of Bdriij Ughlan, a son of 
Abulkhair’s, in his attempt upon the encampment of 
Yiinis Khan on the Sirr, completely broke up the old 
Uzbek tribe and dynasty. Sheibdni, or Shahi Beg, the 
son of Shah Bidagh Sultan, another son of Abulkhair, 
AA^as then in the prime of life; but the tribe Avas too 
much shattered and dispersed to admit of being rallied, 
and the surviving chiefs and tlieir folloAvers, after en- 
during many hardships, abandoned the country of their 
fathers. Shahi Beg, too, Avho had his share of suffering, 

* He is called by Baber, Sbeibaiii the son of Shah Bidagh Sultan, 
and Sheibak Khan ; by Haider called also, Budak, Borak, Bidagh, 
Mirza, Shahi-Beg Khan ; and by and Shabadakh ; only different 
Abulghazi, or his translatois, Sha- modes of willing the same name, 
’acht (Shabakht) Sultan. He was 
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unwillingly quitted the desert, and with about three 
hundred faithful followers, repaired to Bokhdra. 

He was there received and entertained by Abdal Ali 
Terkhan, one of the chief Amirs of Sultan Ahmed Mirza 
who then reigned at Samarkand.* Abdal Ali had 
married the sister of Sultan Ahmed’s mother, who was 
herself a Terkhan. He long governed Bokhdra with 
nearly absolute authority, and had very numerous fol- 
lowers ; and now patronised and protected Shahi Beg, 
who owed much of his future rise to his favour. It 
was probably through his means that he returned to 
Tiirkistan, which was then held by Abdal Ali’s brother- 
in-law, Muhammed Mazid Terkhan, under the govern- 
ment of Samarkand. When, with the assistance of the 
Terkhans, Shahi Beg began to establish himself once 
more on the border of the desert, the old adherents of 
Jiis grandfather hastened from the different quarters 
over which they had been scattered, and came to join 
his standard, so that by degrees the number of his ad- 
herents became considerable; and they were devoted 
men, confident in the ability and prow’^ess of their chief. 

It has been mentioned that among those who had 
appropriated to themselves portions of the territory of 
Abulkhair, and tribes of his followers, was Burga Sul- 
tan, his cousin, for whom the Khan had always shown 
a particular friendship, and whom he had occasionally 
placed in command of his armies. This injury was not 
forgotten by Sh’eibdni ; who, however, after his return, 
artfully dissembled his resentment, and lived apparently 
on the best understanding with Burga; but he only 
waited for an opportunity for revenge. This oppor- 
tunity at last came. Burga Sultan having unsuspi- 
ciously taken up his winter quarters on the banks of 
the SiiT, not far from his own, Sheibani one night 

’ The Taiikhi Resln'cli says that though he lived with him, he did 
iic took service with Abdal Ali ; not enter into his service, p, 24. 
Baber, on the contrary, affirms tliat. 



LUi’E OI' BABER. 


135 


ordered a number of his people to attend him under chat. n. 
pretence of a great hunting match that was to take ' 
place on the following day; but at midnight he sud- 
denly set out "vvith them, and in a short time, turning 
towards the camp of Burga, declared his intention of 
attacking him, and commanded his men on no account 
to think of plunder, but to spare no exertions to secure 
the person of that prince. 

Having entered the camp at dawn he pushed on surpnses 
straight to the tent of Burga Sultan, who, however, 
was not to be found, though his people affirmed that 
they had seen him just before Sheibani arrived. Parties 
were despatched in every direetion to pursue and bring 
back the fugitive; and one of them accordingly re- 
turned with a person who acknowledged himself to bo 
Burga Sultan. Sheibilni no sooner saw him than he 
discovered that he was not Burga. He was found to 
be one Munga, of the Oighiir tribe, a man of distinction. 

When questioned by SheibAni what had induced him to 
assume his inaster’s name, the Oighiir replied, that he 
lay under such obligations to that chief that he was 
Avilling to sacrifice his own life for his ; trusting that, 
while he was carried back, the pursuit Avould be relaxed, 
and Burga might escape. 'While Sheibdni adziiired the 
generosity of the man, he ordered fresh endeavours to 
be made to discover the fugitive. 

The truth was, that Burga, on hearing the noise 
made by the troops who entered the camp, had started 
from his sleep, and, throwing over him a fur cloak that 
was lying by, escaped by the opposite side of the tent ; 
and had thrown himself into a small piece of water that 
was near at hand, where he remained hid among the 
long reeds. It had chanced to snow during the night ; 
and the traces of a man’s naked foot, marked with 
blood, were observed in the fresh snow, and followed. 

They were the footsteps of Burga, who had wounded 

one of his feet while making his escape. He Avas ^^huuaUm. 
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traced out, discovered, and brought before SheibAni, 
who now, convinced by his own eyes that there was no 
mistake, made him be put to death, and was joined by 
all his tribe. SheMni’s uncle, Khwaja Muhammed 
Sultan, married the widow of Burga, though she was 
then with child by her late husband. The offspring 
was Jani Beg, whom the KhwAja, who was not re- 
markable for his wisdom, affected to consider as his 
otvn son.* 

On the death of Tunis Ivhan we have seen that 
Sultan Ahmed Mfrza of Samarkand led an immense 
army to recover Tdshkcnd and Seirdm from his son 
Sultan Mahraiid Khan, who defeated the invaders with 
immense loss on the Chirr. This disaster, according to 
Haider Mfrza, was occasioned by the treachery of Shei- 
bdni. After tlie Sultan had been stopped three days 
on the Chirr by the Khan and his Moghuls, Sheibdni, 
who was then in the Sultan’s army, sent a message to 
the Khan, it is pretended, to ask a private conference. 
They met during the night, and concerted that in the 
battle which was expected to be fought next day, the 
Khan should direct his attack against Mfr Abdal’s 
division, in which Shabi Beg was posted with his 
troops; the Beg on his part undertaking to abandon 
his ground, and throw the army into confosion. Next 
day, accordingly, an action did take place, the Moghuls 
directed their attack as had been concerted, Shahi Beg 
fled, and plundered the baggage of his own army. A 
general panic ensued, the confusion and rout of the 
Sultan’s army Avere complete, and numbers Avere droAvned 
in the Chirr. Such is the account of Haider Mfrza, an 
uncompromising enemy of Shdhi Bog, and therefore a 
partial Avitness, though he possessed the best means of 
information ; but it may be remarked that no such in- 
sinuation is made by Baber, who Avas equally his euemy.f 

* Abulghft*i, pt. VIII. c. iv. Biibcr, pp. 21, 24, 25. 

t Tai. Resh. iF. so, 81. 108.; 
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Sultan Mahmiid Khan followed up the victory on 
the Chirr by the invasion and conquest of Tiirkistan. 
Muhammed Mazid Terkhim (the brother of Derwish Mu* 
hammed, the Minister of Samarkand, and brother-in- 
law of Mir Abdal Ali of Bokhdra), who was the governor, 
was taken prisoner, and used as the medium for ne- 
gotiating a peace with the Sultan of Samarkand, who 
was also his brother-in-law. The Khan gave up Turk- 
istdn, an old possession of the Uzbeks, to Sheibani ; as 
a reward, it is alleged, for his conduct at the battle of 
the Chirr. This donation, we have seen, occasioned a 
misunderstanding and wars between the Khan and the 
leaders of the Kaizdk- Uzbeks, who were hurt by this 
patronage of their enemy, and was the cause of breaking 
up the friendship that had long existed between the 
Moghuls and Kaizdks.* 

While Mir Abdal Ali lived, Sheibdiii remained under 
some degree of control: but on the death of that 
powerful chief, which happened nearly about the same 
time as that of his sovereign Sultan Ahmed Mirza, he 
entered more actively into the interests of the Khan. 
The influence which he acquired over him was quite 
extraordinary.! Sheibani from an early period had 
habitually aimed at extending his territory, and never 
scrupled as to the means. He was totally without 
faith, and bound by no promise or engagement. If 
any plan which he pursued failed, as frequently was 
the case, he never wanted an excuse or ready apology. 
“ In this way,” saj's Haider Mirza, “ frequent misun- 
derstandings occurred between him and Sultan Mahmud 
Khan. The wonder rather was how easily, when oc- 
currences of that kind did take place, his excuses, such 
as they Averc, Averc accepted. To gh'e an example ; he 
Avas on a time in Tiirkistan, and professed all manner 
of attachment and loyalty to the Khan, who at that 
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had marched three days, some circumstances occurred 
which balked his designs, and he was obliged to retrace 
his steps. Meanwhile Shahi Beg Xhan got news, in 
Turkistan, that the Khan had begun his march ; and, 
placing the foot of ambition in the stirrup of daring, 
he set out in person to occupy Tashkend, at the same 
time sending on Mahmud Sultan against Seiram, which 
in old books is called Istijdb. While on his road to 
Tdshkend, Shahi Beg learned that the Khan was on his 
way back ; upon which he instantly despatched a mes- 
senger to meet him ; to explain, that, hearing that his 
highness had set out to punish his rebellious servant 
Tambol, he had made haste to protect Tashkend and 
his family, children, and followers ; (though of a truth, 
except himself, there was no enemy to hurt them) ; 
that, however, as he had subsequently heard that the 
Khan was on his way back to his capital, he too would 
return home. He at the same time despatched ex- 
presses to overtake Mahmtid Sultan, and to enjoin him 
on no account to molest the country, but to hurry back. 
On the Khan’s turning back, his army dispersed, and 
the various Amirs returned home to their governments. 
Mahmiid, not aware of what had happened, and be- 
lieving Seirdm to be unprotected, began plundering as 
soon as he entered the country, and before the messen- 
gers from Shahi Beg could arrive. The governor of 
Scirdm, Mir Ahmed, who was Tarabol’s uncle, but a 
faithful and attached servant of the Khan, hastened 
out to meet the invaders, attacked and routed them, 
taking Mahmiid Sultan himself prisoner, and canned 
him in bonds into the presence of Sultan Mahmud 
Khan, with his hands tied round his neck. The Khan 
sent to call my father, who immediately came and in- 
terceded for his life, which was granted. My father 
having entreated him most kindly, sent him away. 
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This laid the foundation of a very close and intimate 
friendship between my father and Mahmiid Sultan.” * 

The severe defeat which Sultan Mahmud Khan sus- 
tained at Kanbaifrom Bayesanghar Mirza,in his invasion 
of Mdwerannaher, did not diminish his desire to seize 
the throne of Samarkand; but his ministers advised 
him to change his policy, and instead of invading the 
country himself, to remain at home and support Sheibani, 
till he gained possession of Samarkand and Bokhara ; 
that thus all the trouble and warfare would fall on 
Sheibani, who was his creature, while in the end the 
whole benefit would accrue to himself. 

In consequence of this false and foolish policy, the 
Khan lent his countenance and support to Sheibani, 
whose power daily increased. AU the adherents of 
Abulkhair Khan, Sultans, Amirs, and others, who had 
been scattered abroad on the defeat and death of the 
great Uzbek chief, and were stiU wandering in the 
deserts of Kipchdk, or in the neighbouring countries in 
a state of destitution and dread, hastened to join his 
grandson in Turkistan, Bands of bold adventurers 
from other tribes, ardent for enterprise and greedy for 
spoil, soon swelled his ranks. He led them into the 
rich provinces of Transoxiana, which he and his fol- 
lowers had had ample opportunities of surveying as 
fugitives and exiles. These pro^dnces they now found 
a prey to faction, and tom with civil war. The bar- 
barians of the desert eyed Aviih “grim delight” the 
fruits, the harvests, and the wealth of that more favoured 
region ; and returned loaded with the spoils of Avhat 
they considered as an effeminate population. The army 
of Sheibani, which at first consisted chiefly of his own 
Turki Uzbeks, in the course of successive inroads Avas 
swelled by auxiliaries from the Moghul Khan, and 
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recruited by volunteers and adventurers out ot every 
race between the AVolga and Kashgliar.* 

We have seen, that, when called in on a former occa- 
sion to the succour of Sultan Ali of Samarkand, 
Sheibani had advanced close up to Baber’s winter 
quarters, but had drawn oif without fightiiig, to Sultan 
All’s great disappointment, and gone home; that he had 
afterwards returned, defeated Baki Terkhan, the son 
and successor of his old patron Abdal Ali ; had taken 
Bokhara, and ivas now in full march towards Samar- 
kand. 

Sultan Ali Mirza, the nominal ruler of Samarkand, 
was reduced to great distress, both by the foreign in- 
vaders of his kingdom and by his quarrel Avith the 
poAverful Terkhan lords, Avho had called in Baber. His 
mother, Zuhri Begi Agha, who possessed great influence 
over a weak and inexperienced youth like her son, being 
herself an Uzbek, and probably feeling a partiality for 
her tribe, sent a messenger to Sheibani, in this exigency, 
to propose to him, that, provided he would engage to 
marry her, she would make her son deliver Samarkand 
into his hands ; Sheibani, on his part, undertaking to 
restore it to him as soon as he recovered his own paternal 
dominions. The Uzbek chief made no difficulty what- 
ever in acceding to these easy terms. On arriving at 
Samarkand he encamped at a garden close to the city. 
Sultan Ali Mirza, the same day, came out to meet him, 
AYithout the kuoAvlcdge of his principal ministers or 
advisers. Ills attendants remarked Avith alarm that the 
Khan received him with very little ceremony. KhAvaja 
Yahia, on hearing Avhat the Mirza had done, Avas filled 
Avith consternation, but seeing no remedy, he also, to 
save appearances, Avent out and Avaited on Sheibani. The 
Uzbek, aAvare of his intrigues, received him without 
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rising, and showed his feelings by some bitter taunts 
which he let fall. Sultan All was not long of feeling 
acutely the degraded situation to which he had reduced 
himself. He refused, however, to attempt making his 
escape, and was unceremoniously put to death a few 
days after. Khwaja Yahia was banished to Khorasan, 
but was waylaid by the Uzbeks and murdered on the 
road ; and the wretched Zuhri Begi, as the reward of 
all this misery w'hich she had brought on her family 
and their friends, felt herself degraded to be a mere 
common concubine in the harem of Sheibani.* 

As soon as the approach of Sheibani Ivhan from 
Bokhara had been made known to Baber, he at once 
perceived that, with his moderate force, it was in vain 
to think of coping with so formidable an antagonist. 
He therefore hurriedly broke up the blockade of Samar- 
kand, and instead of attempting to fall back on his own 
hereditary dominions, now in the hands of his declared 
enemies, he crossed the rising-grounds to the south- 
east, and marched towards Kesh, to which place many 
of the Begs of Samarkand, who had joined him, had 
previously sent their families. Here he learned the 
surrender of Samarkand ; and not thinking himself safe 
from the pursuit of Sheibdni even there, he marched 
eastward to the territory of Hissar-Shadinan, accom- 
panied by Muhammed Mazid and the other confederate 
Begs, their wives and families. On arriving at Chegh- 
dnidn, the Samarkand Begs, separating from the little 
camp, entered into the service of Khosrou Shah, the 
powerful ruler of Hissar and Kunduz; and thus left 
Baber, with his few remaining adherents, to depend on 
his own exertions. 

The young prince now once more felt himself in a 
most destitute and wretched situation, without army, 
or country, or home. He knew not which way to turn. 
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BOOM We have seen that when Bayesangliar Mirza fled from 
*"71^0 ^ainarkilnd, at the time when that city was taken by 
A H 903 , Baber, he had passed through part of the dominions of 
* ” hiq brother Masaiid Mirza of Hissdr and had placed 
himself under the protection of Khosrou Shah of 
Knnduz. That ambitious chief soon after, displeased 
with Masaiid, took possession of Hissar, in which he set 
up Bayesanghar as king, with a nominal and short-lived 
authority. Sultan Masaiid meanwhile, who made his 
escape, repaired to Herdt. There he was well received 
by Sultan Ilusein, whose court in that age was the 
great asylum of unfortunate princes. He soon after, 
however, most unaccountably left that monarch’s pro- 
A D U98 lection to go back to Khosrou Shah. That unprincipled 
man, though he had been the prince’s guardian and 
governor, cruelly put out his eyes. In less than a 
twelvemonth afterwards, Khosrou Shah, having invited 
Bayesanghar Mirza from Hissdr to join in an attack 
upon Balkh, treacherously seized him and his chief 
Amirs, while in his camp on their route to that city, 
m'Moto- strangled them with the bowstring. He at the 
rem, samc time put to death aU such of the chief and con- 
fidential servants of the murdered prince as could 
occasion him any uneasiness, and seized the wdiole 
territories of Hissdr. This event, which happened little 
more than twenty months after Bayesanghar Mirza had 
been driven from Samarkand, left Khosrou Shah the 
undisputed ruler of all the extensive dominions that 
had belonged to Sultan Mahmiid Mirza, before he was 
called to the throne of Samarkand.* 

The death of Bayesanghar had occurred not quite a 
year before Bdber entered the territories of Khosrou 
Shah. To remain in the dominions of the murderer of 
one, and the unprincipled oppressor of several of his 
nearest kinsmen was revolting to Bdber’s feelings. It 
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gave him pain, he tells us, even to pass through them. 
Distracted by the difficulty of his situation, he thought 
of attempting, by traversing Karatigi'n, to reach the 
tents of his mother's younger brother, Ahmed or Ilacheh 
Khan, who governed the great body of the tribe of 
Moghuls, in the remoter wilds of Tartary. Finally, 
however, he made up his mind to return into the 
country which he had lately left, and with which he 
was familiar, and crossing the lofty mountains on the 
north-west of Ilissiir, to meet whatever fortune awaited 
him in the fields of Samarkand. 

Entering, therefore, the valley of the Kamrnd, Btiber 
followed the course of the river in its windings and 
cataracts among the hills. Many of his remaining fol- 
lowers, worn out with the difficulties of the journey 
over these mountain barriers, discouraged by his ill 
success, and seeing no prospect of a change, forsook 
him and turned back. For four or five day.s, the few 
faithful friends and servants who still adhered to his 
fortunes, toiled over the dangerous roads that led along 
the edge of the deep precipices, and winded up the 
narrow passes and steep shelving banks of that moun- 
tainous tract. Many of their horses and camels failed 
from fatigue, and were left behind. At length they 
came to the Pass of Sir-e-tak, “ and such a pass .' ” says 
Bdber ; “ never in my life did I traverse j^aths so narrow 
and so precipitous. We travelled on, with incredible 
fatigue and difficulty, amid dangerous narrows and 
tremendous gulphs. Having surmounted these steep, 
straight, and murderous defiles, after incredible losses 
and suflfering, we at length came down on the confines 
ofKdn.”* 

When Bdber descended these mountains on the tvest, 
the long circuit which he bad made, for the purpose of 
avoiding his enemies, hi’ought him down upon the town 
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and district of Kan. Here he, at length, gained correct 
intelligence of all that had occurred since the arrival of 
SheibAni Khan. He found that on the taking of Sa- 
markand, all his own officers had retired from the 
neighbourhood of the city, and were dispersed in 
various quarters ; that Ibrdhim TerkhAn had thrown 
himself into Shiraz, and that Kainber Ali, abandoning 
the fort of Khwdja Diddr as too near the capital to be 
defensible, had withdraum to Yar-ailAk, and attempted 
to put the fortresses there in a state of defence. Meeting 
with but an inhospitable reception from the Malek of 
the hill-country of KAn, BAber descended to the lower 
grounds, and, with his usual spirit, pushed on for 
Keshtiid, one of the nearest towns to Samarkand; 
hoping to surprise the Uzbeks who, he imagined, 
would be in possession of the place, and not looking 
for an enemy. On reaching it, however, he found 
Keshtiid in ruins, and not a man left in the town. 
Advancing still, he at length halted on the Kohik, a 
river of Samarkand. He passed it by a bridge, and 
despatched Kasim Beg with a party to attempt to sur- 
prise Robat-Khwaja. They were just applying their 
scaling ladders to ascend the walls, when the garrison 
was alarmed, which compelled the assailants to retreat 
at full speed. Baber himself meanwhile had continued 
his course to Yar-ailak, where he was joined byKambcr 
Ali, while IbrAhirn TerkhAn and some other Begs sent 
to offer him their congratulations, and to declare their 
steady adherence to his cause. 

In spite of this assistance, his force was so small, and 
his situation so desperate, that none but a man of the 
most heroic ardour would have ventured to think of 
extricating himself from his difficulties, except by re- 
treat. His array had been broken up and dispersed. 
Ilis own dominions were in the hands of his enemies, 
so that he could look for no aid from them ; since even 
such of his late subjects as Avere still attached to him, 
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were too mucli dispirited by recent events to be ex- 
pected to join him. If, when his army was entire, he 
could not face Sheibiini Khan, still less could he be 
expected to do so now that it was broken and scattered 
in every quarter. Sheibani was encamped near KhwAja 
Diddr -with seven or eight thousand men, and had a 
garrison of five or six hundred in Samarkand. Khamzeli 
Sultan and Mehdi Sultan, with their Uzbeks, who some 
years before had left Baber’s service for Sheibflni’s, 
were encamped close by, -with a large body of their 
followers, amounting to about two thousand fighting 
men. Baber, on the contrary, with all his exertions 
could not muster more than two hundred and forty 
followers. But he saw that if he had any chance of 
retrieving his affairs, it could only be by bold measures; 
and of all the plans that suggested themselves to his 
imagination, the surpi'ise of Samai'kand, though a daring 
enterprise, was that which he cherished as offering the 
best prospect of success, and which he finally de- 
termined to adoi)t. With great sagacity he reflected, 
that as yet the inhabitants could have formed no con- 
nections with their barbarous conquerors, whom they 
must regard with hatred and disgust; and he trusted 
that, if he could enter the place, and get over the first 
difficulties, he would be hailed by the whole of tlic 
citizens as a warrior of the race of their ancient sove- 
reigns, sent to deliver them from their barbarous 
enemies. If anything, however, was to be done, it 
must be while things were yet unsettled, and not a 
moment was to be lost. 

Intent on his plan, the very conception of which in 
a fugitive hunted from place to place, indicated that 
superiority of genius that distinguished him through 
life, Baber left his retired quarters about noon, and 
rode briskly a great part of the night. By midnight 
he had reached his old quarters of Yurat-KhAn ; but 
finding the garrison of the city on tlie alert, he did not 
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venture to approach nearer, and regained Yar-ailak 
next morning. 

Some little circumstances mentioned by Bdber show 
how much at this time his mind was absorbed with the 
great enterprise which he had conceived. “ One day,” 
says he, “ I happened to be in the castle of Asfendek 
with some of my inferior nobles and officers, who were 
sitting on the ground talking around me. The con- 
versation turned at random upon a variety of subjects. 
1 happened to say, ‘ Come, let us hit on a lucky guess, 
and may God make it good ! When shall we take 
Samarkand ? ’ Some said, ‘ In the spring : ’ it was 
then harvest; some said, ‘In a month;’ some, ‘In forty 
days;’ some, ‘In twenty.’ Nevian Gokultdsh said, ‘We 
shall take it within a fortnight;’ and the Almighty 
made true his words, for within a fortnight we did 
take it. About the same time I had a remarkable 
dream. I thought that the venerable Khwdja Obeid- 
uUa had come to visit me. I went out to receive him, 
and the Khwdja came in and sat down. Methought a 
table was laid for him, but not perhaps with sufficient 
attention to neatness; at which the holy man seemed 
to be somewhat offended. Mulla Baba, observing this, 
made me a sign. I answered liim likewise by signs, 
that the fault was not mine, but that of the person 
who had laid the table-cloth. The Khwiija perceived 
what passed, and seemed satished with my excuse. 
When he rose to depart, I attended him out ; but, in 
the hall of the house, he appeared to take me by one of 
my arms, and to lift me ujj so high that one of my 
feet was raised from the ground, while he said to me 
in Tiirki, ‘ Skeikh Mashhet berdi ’ (Sheikh Maslehet 
prosper you ’), A few days after this dream, I took 
Samarkand.” * 

Undeterred by his former failure, he resolved to 

* Babcir's Mem. pp. 86, 87. Sheikh KhojeniL 
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hazard an attempt once more. lie set out after noon 
from Ills quarters in the hills, and at midnight reached 
the bridge over the Meghak, which runs by the public 
pleasure-ground of the city. Halting there, he sent on 
seventy or eighty of his best men, with instructions to 
apply their scaling ladders to the part of the wall that 
was opposite to the place called the Lovers’ Cave*; 
when they had gained the parapet they were to push 
on against the party that guarded the Firoza gate, of 
which they were to gain and keep possession, and then 
to appi'ise Baber of their success by a messenger. The 
escalade succeeded. The top of the wall was gained 
without alarming the garrison, and the assailants 
moved along the ramparts as concerted : attacked and 
slew the officer in command at the gate, Avith a number 
of the guard ; broke the lock and bars of the gate with 
hatchets, and flung it open. At the same moment 
Bdber arrived on the outside, and entered. So far his 
enterprise Avas achieved by his own immediate adhe- 
rents ; but his other followers soon joijicd him. "When 
he entered the town, the citizens Avere fast asleep. On 
hearing the uproar, the shopkeepers, he tolls us, began 
to peep out fearfully from behind their doors, but were 
delighted when they found Avhat had happened. The 
citizens, as soon as they were informed of Ihibcr’s en- 
trance, being heartily tired of their barbarous masters, 
hailed him and liis folIoAvers with acclamations of joy. 
The}' instantly rose and attacked the Lzbeks who Avere 
scattered o\’cr the town, hunting them doAvn AA-ith slicks 
and stones wbercA'er they could be found, and put to 
death betu'oen four and fiA'e hundred of them. The 
chief men of Samarkand, as well as the merchants and 
shopkeepers, now hastened to congratulate the young 
Sultan at his quarters, bringing him offerings and pre- 
.sents, Avith food ready dress^ for him and his fol- 
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lowers, at the same lime j^ouring out prayers for their 
success. Bdber, therefore, repaired to the college of 
Ulugh Beg, and took his seat under the great dome to 
receive the congratulations of all who came to salute 
him. Here, about daybreak, news was brought that 
the Uzbeks, though driven from every other part of the 
city, were still in possession of the Iron Gate. M’^ithout 
delay he leaped upon his horse, and accompanied by 
fifteen or twenty of his men who happened to be near 
him, galloped to the spot ; but, on arriving, found that 
the mob had already assailed and driven them out of 
the town. Just as the sun was rising, Sheibani Khan, 
mth about a hundred and fifty horse, was seen spurring 
on for the Iron gate, but found as he came near that it 
Avas no longer in the hands of his troops. In the ra- 
pidity of his approach, he had left the rest of his army 
behind. “ It Avas a glorious opportunity,” says Baber, 
“ but I had Avith me only a mere handful of meii.” 
Sheibdni, finding that he Avas too late, rode back to meet 
his main body. 

Baber, still only in his eighteenth year, was elated 
Avith this signal success, achieved by his OAvn sagacity 
and heroic spirit. He compares it Avith pride to the 
surprise of Herat by Sultan Hussein j\Ii'rza, Baikera, of 
KhordsAn*, the grand exploit of the most celebrated 
prince of the age, and justly gives it the preference. 
But though he thus saAV himself in possession of a 
noble capital, the smallest part of his Avork was yet ac- 
complished. It AA'as necessary to defend his throne by 
the same activity and valour, by AA'^hich it had been 
gained. His enemies Avere powerful, the country Avasted, 
his own force but slender. Fortunately he had the 
affections of his new subjects. To relieve them, to ha\'e 
his folloAvers more immediately under his OAvn eye, and 
to AA’’atch the motions of the enemy, liis first care Avas 
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to march out of the city, and to eucaiup at a gardeu- 
palace in the suburbs. Here he was again waited upon 
by all the men in office, as well as by ever)' person 
of consideration in the place, who all offered him their 
homage. The more polished and effeminate inhabitants 
of a great city viewed the rapacity, the rude manners, 
the strange and barbarous attire of the Uzbeks, fresh 
from their deserts, with mixed feelings of aversion and 
terror. The peasantry too. and the people of the vil- 
lages, were naturally no less anxious to be delivered 
from the ravages of an insolent and marauding enemy. 
As soon as the young Sultan’s success at Samarkand 
was known, many districts at once declared for him, 
several forts were put into his hands, and from many 
others the Uzbeks fled, without leaving a garrison. The 
inhabitants of some of the towns rose upon their Uzbek 
garrisons, whom they expelled ; and repaired their walls 
to resist a new attack. xVt this ci’isis the wife and 
family of Sheibaiii Khan, whom he had sent for from 
Tdrkistiin to settle in a richer country and a more pro- 
pitious climate, arrived with their own heavy baggage, 
and that of the other Uzbeks. Sheibani still lingered 
for some time near Samarkand ; but at length finding 
the whole country hostile to him, and that the forts 
were rapidly falling into Baber’s power, he called in his 
troops and marched for Bokhara, turning unwiUiugly 
liis back on the splendid prize which had es aped from 
his grasp. 

The tide of fortune had now turned against Sheibani. 
In the three or four succeeding months, most of the for- 
tified places in Soghd and Miankal, provinces that lie be- 
tween Samarkand and Bokhara, submitted to Baber. The 
districts of Khozar and Karshi, A\liicli arc situated south 
of Samarkand, towards the Amu, were taken possession 
of by Bdki Terkhan, the late governor of Bokhara ; 
while that ol‘ Karakiil, which lies to the south of Bok- 
hara, was seized by a foi’ce that came from Merv. from 
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beyond the Amu. The Uzbeks were expelled iu every 
quarter, retaining possebsion of Bokhdra alone.* 

But though Bdber’s affairs went on prosperously 
during the ensuing winter, he was far from being with- 
out anxiety or free from danger. The Uzbeks, though 
driven from Samarkand, possessed the populous city of 
Bokhara and its fertile territory, and could recruit their 
force by drawing repeated swarms of hardy barbarians 
from the deserts. Samarkand, that once wealthy, po- 
pulous, and powerful city, the seat of the arts and of 
learning, which for more than a hundred and forty 
} ears had been the throne of Baber’s ancestors, had, as 
well as its rich territory, recently suffered from misgo- 
vernment, fiom repeated revolutions, and the ravages 
of hostile and of fidendly armies. Its resources were 
reduced, much of its wealth destroyed or removed, and 
time was required to repair its losses, and restore the 
credit and confidence of its inhabitants. As the mili- 
tary forces of the kingdom were, at the moment, very 
inadequate to its defence, the young king sent ambas- 
sadors to all the neighbouring princes to solicit assist- 
ance. From his own hereditary dominions TAmbol 
sent him only one hundred men ; Sultan Mahnuid Khfin, 
his uncle, sent him four or five hundred from Tash- 
kend ; bultaii Hussein Mfr/a of Herat, the most power- 
ful of them all, gave him no aid whatever; nor did he 
receive any from that prince’s sun, Dadi-ez-zemdn Mfrza, 
of Balkh, or from Ivliosrou Shah of Kunduz. He was 
compelled, therefore, to depend entirely on his own 
limited resources.)" 

Though Sheibdni had found it expedient to retreat, 
his power was unbroken. Early in the spring he col- 
lected his army. The party that had occupied Karakul 
was unable to maintain it. SheibAni marched and iii- 
vested the fort of Dabiisi in Soghd, took it by storm, 
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and put the garrison to the sword. This success com- 
pelled Bdbcr to take the field about the beginning of 
May. lie proceeded by slow inarches on the road to 
Bokhara, while Sheibani Khan, advancing in the oppo- 
site direction, encamped about four miles from him. 
Baber fortified his camp with a palisade and ditch. 
Daily skirmishes took place between their advanced 
parties and pickets. Sheibani attempted a night sur- 
prise, but found the camp too well fortified and guarded 
to be carried by a slight attack, and was forced to retire. 

A battle, however, seemed inevitable, and BAber’s 
mind was evidently fixed on the preparations for it. 
Perhaps this state of excitement working on his military 
ardour rendered him too impatient, for he resolved to 
hazard an engagement, though reinforcements to the 
amount of two or three thousand men Avould have 
joined him in the course of two days. The delusions 
of judicial astrology lent their aid to mislead him. “ The 
cause of my eagerness to engage,” says he, “ was that 
the sahs-yi'ildfiz (eight stars) were on that day exactly 
between the two armies; and, if I had suffered that 
day to elapse, they would have become favourable to 
the enemy for the space of thirteen or fourteen days.” 
“ These observations,” adds the Sultan, “ were all non- 
sense, and my precipitation was without the least solid 
excuse.”* 

The armies prepared for battle. Bdber’s marched 
out, the men clad in armour, the horses caparisoned 
and covered with cloth of mail. They were in four 
divisions, consisting of right wing and left, centre and 
advance, according to the fashion of the times. As 
they moved forward, with their right flank on the river 
Kohik, which runs from Samarkand towards Bokhdra, 
they were met by the enemy drawn up ready to receive 
them. The hostile army was far the most numerous, 
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uiid the extremity of its* right turned Baber’s left dank, 
and -wheeled upon his rear. This compelled him to 
change his position by throwing back his left ; in doing 
which, his advance, which was posted in front of the 
centre, and composed of his best men and officers, was 
necessarily thrown to the right. The battle was never- 
theless manfully suppoited, and the assailants in front 
driven back on their centre. It was even thought at. 
one time, by Sheibani’s best officers, that the battle was 
lost ; and they advised him to quit the field. Mean- 
while, however, the enemy’s flanking division, having 
driven in Baber’s left, attacked his centre in the rear, 
pouring in showers of an-ows ; and the Avhole left of his 
line being thus forced in and thrown into disorder, that, 
with the centre, became a scene of inextricable confusion. 
Only ten or fiftee.n men remained ai’ound the Sultan. 
They, seeing that all was over, rode off towards the 
right -^ving, which had rested on the river ; and on 
gaining its bunks plunged in, armed as they were. 
“ For more than half way over,” says Buber, “ we had 
firm footing ; but after that we sank beyond our depths, 
and were forced, for upwards of a bow-shot, to swim 
our horses, loaded as they were Avith their riders in 
armour and their otvn trappings. Yet they plunged 
tlirougli it. Oji getting out of the Avatcr on the other 
side, we cut off our horses’ heavy furniture and thretv 
it away.” * The enemy were not able to follow them. 
The royal fugitive kept for some time along the right 
bank of the river, and afterwards recrossing it higher 
up, reached Samarkand the same evening. 

Yo defeat could be more complete; many of Bdber’s 
bravest and most experienced officers, among others 
Ibrahfrn Terkhan, Ibrahim Saru, and Khalil, the brother 
of Tumbol, Avith numbers of his best soldiers, perished 
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in the field. The fugitives and stragglers were pur- 
sued, plundered, and cut off; an operation in which 
none were more active than the Moghuls of Baber’s 
own army. The officers who survived the battle, per- 
suaded that nothing could now resist Sheibdni Khan, 
scattered in various directions. Muhammed Mazid 
Terkluln, who had once more joined Baber, fled to 
Khosrou Shah in Kiiuduz : some escaped to U ratippa ; 
Kamber Ali and others, after reaching Samarkand, 
hastily removed their families from it, as from a place 
doomed to destruction. A very few remained in the 
city, following the fortune of their prince.* 

Baber lost no time in summoning a council of such 
Begs and officers as adhered to him after this great 
calamity. It was resolved to put the town in a state 
of defence, and to maintain it to the lust extremity. 
The young Sultan fixed his head -quarters at the Grand 
Porch of Ulugh Bog’s College, which was near the 
centre of the city ; and, Avith Kasim Beg, Avas himself to 
command the reserve. The other Begs and officers 
had their stations assigned in different parts of the 
rampai’ts, and at the gates. 

In the course of tAA'o or three days Sheibani Khan 
made his appearance, and took up a position at some 
distance from the town. The idle rabble, on hearing 
of his approach, assembled in croAvds from all the 
wards and lanes of Samarkand, elated, probably, AA'ith 
their former success against his garrison, in the street ; 
hurried to Baber’s head-quarters at the college, shouting 
aloud, “ Glory to the prophet and then marched out 
clamorously to battle. Sheibani Khan, who had his 
troops ready mounted at the time, and was just pre- 
paring to lead them to an assault, not aAvare, probably, 
of the composition of this motley body, did not venture 
to approach the place, as he had intended, and fell back. 
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BOOM. This only added to the presumption of the inexpe- 
A.D J50I riencod mob. They had even the presumption to 
march out to a considerable distance from the gates, in 
spite of the remonstrances of the old and hardy vete- 
rans, who received nothing but abuse and insult in 
return for their advice. 

One day, not long after, Sheibdni Khan made an 
attack on the side of the Iron Gate. The mob, whose 
confidence had been increasing in consequence of their 
having as yet met with no check, marched out farther 
than usual. Baber, afraid of the consequences, ordered 
a party of horse to follow them, and cover their retreat. 
The Uzbeks, watching their opportunity, suddenly at- 
tacked the undisciplined multitude, broke in among 
them, and cutting them down, chased the fugitives up 
towards the gate. Baber’s cavalry, chiefly composed of 
his household troops, then interposed. “ Kuch Beg, 
sallying forth on those Uzbeks who came up first,” says 
B^ber,” attacked them sabre in hand, and made a gallant 
and distinguished figure, in sight of all the inbabitants 
who stood looking on. The fugitives, occupied solely 
with their flight, had ceased to shoot arrows, or to think 
of fighting for their ground. I shot from the top of the 
gateway with a cross-bow, and those who were along 
with me also kept up a discharge. This shower of 
arrows from above prevented the Uzbeks from advanc- 
ing, and, in the end, they were forced to retire from the 
field.” This event effectually checked the rashness of 
the weU-disposed but undisciplined populace.* 

Baber was now completely blockaded and the city in 
a state of siege. The rounds of the ramparts and other 
works were made regularly every night, sometimes by 
himself, sometimes by one of his principal oflUcers ; a 
business which occupied them from sunset to morning. 


Baber’s Mem. p. 95. 



LIFE OF BABEB. 


155 


Sheibrtui Khan, whose activity never slumbered, on 
one occasion made an attack by day, between the Iron 
and the Sheikh-zadeh Gates. Baber, who happened to be 
then with the reserve, instantly led it to repel the 
assailants. But this was only a false attack ; and, while 
the young prince was busy in repelling it, the real 
assault took place in an opposite quarter. There Shei- 
bani had placed seven or eight hundred men in ambush, 
who, when the attention of the besieged was wholly en- 
grossed by the false attack, issued from their conceal- 
ment, made a lodgment close under the rampart, and 
applied to the walls five or six and twenty scaling 
ladders, so broad that each admitted of two or three 
men mounting abreast to the assault. Kuch Beg, who 
had charge of that part of the rampart, had his quarters 
exactly opposite to the spot whei'e they appeared. 
“ As there was fighting on the other side,” says Baber, 
“ the persons in charge of these works were not aj)pre- 
hensive of any danger to their posts, and the men at 
these stations had dispersed on their oAvn business, to 
go to their houses, or to the bazars. The Bogs Avho 
were on guard, had each only two or three of their at- 
tendants and servants about them. Nevertheless Kuch 
Beg, Muhammed Kiili Kochin, Shah Siifi, and another 
brave cavalier, boldly assailed them, and displayed 
signal heroism. Some of the enemy had already 
mounted the Avail, and several others were in the act of 
scaling it, Avhen these four persons arrived on the spot, 
fell upon them Avith the greatest bravery, SAVord in 
hand, and, dealing furious bloAvs around them, drove 
the assailants back over the AA'all, and put them to flight. 
Kuch Beg distinguished himself above all the rest, and 
this Avas an exploit to be for ever cited to his honour. 
He tAvice during this siege performed excellent service 
by his valour. The alarm being given, the neigh- 
bouring posts Avcrc on the alert, and, after fruitless 
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efforts, the Uzbeks retired completely baffled on all 
sides.* 

But though, after this, Kasim Beg made a successful 
sally, beat back the Uzbeks, and, to use the language 
of the times, brought in a few heads, the situation of 
the town did not improve. The harvest had arrived, 
but no supply of corn had found its way within the 
beleaguered walls. The siege had now lasted a long 
while; the provisions originally in the place, w^hich 
had never been victualled for a siege, were expended. 
“ The inhabitants,” says Bdber himself, “ were reduced 
to extreme distress, and things came to such a pass, 
that the poor and meaner sort were reduced to feed .on 
dogs’ and asses’ flesh. Grain for the horses becoming 
scarce, avc were obliged to feed them on the leaves of 
trees, and it was ascertained from experience, that the 
leaves of the mulberry and blackwood f answered best. 
Many used the shavings and raspings of wood, which 
they soaked in water, and gave to their horses.”! 

For three or four months of this period, Sheibani 
Khan, renouncing active operations, did not approach 
the fort, but kept every passage to it blocked up, and 
changed his ground from time to time. After this he 
approached by night, beating his kettle-drums and 
raising the war shout, as if for an assault ; so that the 
garrison, exhausted as it was, was constantly kept in 
alarm, and compelled to be ever on the alert. Night 
after night was this repeated, till the strength of the 
.small garrison was quite worn out. Things now ap- 
peared desperate. None of the neighbouring princes 
seemed to take any interest in what was going for- 
ward ; no provisions or supplies of any kind arrived. 
The soldiers and inhabitants lost all hope, and began to 
make their escape from the town in small parties. 
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Slieibani Khan, knowing their distress, moved nearer 
to the city, and encamped near the Lovers’ Cave ; in 
consequence of whicii Baber also moved his head- 
quarters in the same direction, to be near and to watcli 
him. At this unpropitious moment, when he could no 
longer be of use, Uzun Ilassan, the grand instigator of 
the revolt of JehAngir Mirza, contrived to enter the 
toivn w'ith ten or fifteen followers. The famine was 
already at its height. Even men about the Sultan’s 
person, and high in his confidence, unable any longer 
to bear the grinding pressure of the misery by which 
they were worn out, began to let themselves down from 
the walls and make their escape. Thei'e was no longer 
room even to conceive any hope of a successful defence. 
In these circumstances, Sheibani Khan proposed a 
capitulation on terms. “ Had 1 had the slightest ex- 
pectation of relief,” says Baber, “ or had any stores 
remained in the place, never would I have listened to 
him. Compelled however by necessity, a sort of capitu- 
lation was agreed upon ; and about midnight I left the 
town, by the Sheikh-zadeh gate, accompanied by my 
mother the Khanum. Two ladies besides escaped with 
us, the one of them Bechega Khalifa, the other Min- 
gelik GrokultAsh. hly eldest sister, Khanzadch Begum, 
was intercepted', and fell into hands of Sheibani Khan, 
as we left the city on this occasion.” Of this capitu- 
lation Baber evidently speaks unwillingly, and in few 
words ; but his cousin, Haider Mirza, informs us that 
the marriage of Baber’s sister, Khanzadeh Begum, to the 
Khan, was one of the articles of the treaty, and part of 
the price paid for his unmolested escape. She married 
SheibAni and had a son by him, Avho died young. 
Samarkand had sustained a siege of about five months, 
when it fell, probably in the month of September, A.n. 
1501 .* 

* Baber’s Mem. pp. 97. 98- 5 Khan, when he took Samarkand the 
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Baber’s account of his journey after he was driven 
from the capital, which for the second time he had 
enjoyed during so short a period, is lively and interest- 
ing. He was still only in his nineteenth year. In 
quitting Samarkand, “ having got entangled among 
the great branches of the canals of the Soghd, during 
the darkness of the night,” says he, “ we lost our way ; 
and after encountering many difficulties, passed Khwaja 
Didar about dawn. By the time of early morning 
prayers we arrived at the hill of Karbogh, and passing 
it on the north, below the village of Khardek, we made 
for Ildn-iiti. On the road I had a race with Ivamber 
Ali and Kasim Beg. My horse got the lead. As I 
turned round on my seat, to see how far I had left them 
behind, my saddle-girth being slack, the saddle turned 
round, and I came to the ground, right on my head. 
Although I immediately sprang up and mounted, yet 1 
did not recover the full command of my faculties till 
the evening; and the world, and all that occurred at 
the time, passed before my eyes and apprehension like 
a dream or a phantasy, and disappeared. The time of 
afternoon prayers was over ere we reached Ildn-uti, 
where we alighted, and having killed a horse, cut him 
up, and dressed slices of his flesh. We staid a little 
time to rest our horses, then mounting again, before 
daybreak next morning we alighted at the village of 
Khalila, whence we proceeded to Dizak. Taher Duldai 
was at that time the governor. Here we had nice fat 
flesh, bread of fine flour well-baked, delicious melons, 
and ^ excellent grapes in the greatest profusion ; thus 
passing from the extreme of famine to abundance, and 


Khannni, tlie eldest sister of Baber’s 
mother, and consequently the ma- 
ternal aunt of his sister Khanzadeb. 
Sheibani now divorced the aunt that 
he might marry tlie niece. By 
Khanzadeh he had a son, Khiirram, 


to whom he gave Balkh, but who 
died young. He afterwards di- 
vorced her also, being jealous of her 
partiality to the interests of her 
brother Baber, wliose favourite sister 
she was. 
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from clanger and suffering, to security ancl enjoyment.” 
— “ In my whole life, I never enjoyed myself so much.” 
— “ It has been my lot,” he adds, “ four or five times, 
in the course of my life, to pass in a similar manner 
from distress and sufiering to enjoyment and ease ; but 
this was the first time I had ever been so circumstanced, 
and most keenly did I feel the transition from the 
injuries of my enemy, and the gnawfings of absolute 
hunger, to the charms of security and the delights of 
plenty. Having rested and enjoyed ourselves two or 
three days in Dizak, we proceeded on to Uratippa.” 
By the road he turned aside to visit his old quarters at 
Beshdger.* 

* Baber’s Mem. p. 98. 
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PULSrOM OF bAbEPw. 

bXbFB visits TBE KIIAX. HKTURNS TO DEIIK^T. IIIS MOT>T. OF 

LirE. — REVISITS TUB KHAN. ^AKRIVAI. OF TU15 VOIIXGER KTl VN. — 

IHE KHANS INVADE FERGuInA. BABER SURPRIZED BT TAMBOL, 

AND WOUNDED. — TAMBOL, BARD PRESSED, CALLS IN SlIEIBANI. 

AFFAIR OF AKIISI. — BABKR DRIVEN OUT. IIIS PLIOH P AND DANGER. 

THE KHANS DEFEATED AND TAKEN PRISONERS BY SHEIBVNI, WHO 

CONQUERS tAsIIKEND. ARE SET AT LIP.ERTY. DEATH OF THE 

YOUNGER KHAN. — T VMBOL RFMVINS IN POSSESSION OF FEKGIIANT. 

ATTACKED BY SHEIB (nI I BESIEGED IN ANDEJAN I SURRENDERS, 

AND IS PUT TO DEATH. — bIbER ABANDONS FERGHANA. — SUBSE- 
QUENT HISTORY AND DEATH OF THE ELDER KHAN. DISPERSION 

OF THE TRIBE OF CHAGHAT.ll MOGHULS. 

As Ferghana was now in the hands of Jehdngir Mi'rza 
and Sultan Ahmed Tdmbol, B^ber did not venture to 
revisit his old dominions. Uratippa was possessed, 
under the Khan, by IMuhammed Ilusein Mirza, Doghlat, 
the husband of Bdber’s annt, Avhom the fugitive king 
visited, and Avho agreed to let him have the village of 
Dehkiit for his winter quarters. In Dehkat Balier left 
his baggage, and in a few days set out for Tdshkend, 
where he waited upon his uncle Sultan Mahmiid, the 
IChan, and saw a number of his maternal relations. 
The Khan was prevailed upon to give him Uratippa ; 
but on the young Sultan’s return to that country, 
JMuhammed Ilnsein, probably by an understanding with 
the Khan, refused to give it up. Bdber therefore was 
obliged to repair to Dehkdt, the district which the 
Mirza had assigned to him. It lies on the skirts of a 
high mountain : the inhabitants were not Tiirks, but 
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Sarts or Tdjiks, and of course speaking the Persian chap, nr, 
tongue, though Baber remarks it as singular that they ^TTuioi. 
had large flocks of sheep and brood mares, like the 
wanderers of the desert. Their sheep might be about 
forty thousand in number. He and his followers lived 
in the houses of the peasants and shepherds. In this 
quiet retreat, his young and elastic mind soon recovered 
from the pressure of the misfortunes which had lately 
weighed upon it. “ I lived,’* says he, “ in the house of 
one of the head men of the place. He was an aged 
man, seventy or eighty years old. llis mother ^vas still 
alive, and had attained an extreme old age, being at 
this time a hundred and eleven. One of this lady’s 
relations had accompanied the army of Taimur Beg, 
when he invaded Hindustan. The circumstances re- 
mained fresh in her memory, and she often told us 
stories on that subject. In the district of Dehkdt alone, 
there still were of this lady’s children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren, to 
the number of ninety-six persons in life; and, in- 
cluding those deceased, the whole amounted to two 
hundred. One of her great-grandchildren was at this 
time a young man of twenty-five or twenty-six years 
of age, with a fine black beard. While I remained in 
Dehkdt, I was accustomed to walk on foot all about 
the bills in the neighbourhood. I generally went out 
barefoot; and, from this habit of walking barefoot, I 
found that our feet soon became so hardened that we 
did not mind rock or stone in the least. In one of 
these walks, one day, between afternoon and evening 
prayers, having lost the road, we met a man who was 
going mth a cow in a narrow path. I asked him the 
way. He answered, keep your eye fixed on the cow, 
and do not lose sight of her, till you come to the issue 
of the road, when you will know where you are. 

Kwdja Ased-ulla, who was with me, enjoyed the joke, 
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observing, ‘ What would become of us wise men were 
the cow to lose her way ? ”’* In some of these incidents 
we may trace a resemblance to the boyhood of Henri 
Quatre, wandering barefooted among the simple and 
hardy peasants of the mountains of his native B4arn ; a 
training which he often acknowledged had fitted him 
more easily to endure and surmount the hardships of 
his future life. Adversity and difficulties in their early 
days have been, for obvious reasons, the best school for 
princes who were destined to become great. The stories 
told to Baber by the aged lady, in this remote village, 
concerning the wonders of India, probably fired his 
youthful imagination, and may have assisted in im- 
planting that ardent desire, which he tells us, he felt, 
at a later period, of visiting that distant land ; and the 
fulfilment of which led to the most celebrated achieve- 
ment of his life. 

It was now winter, and many of his remaining fol- 
lowers, whom the season Mndered from going out on 
plundering parties, asked leave to go to AndejAn. 
KAsim Beg, his chief minister, advised him to take that 
opportunity of sending some article of his dress to his 
brother Jehdngir Mirza, as a present. He accordingly 
agreed to send him a cap of ermine. The Beg then 
asked him, “ What great harm would there be in 
sending some present to TAmbol ? ” “ Though I did not 
altogether approve of this,” continues BAber, “ yet, 
induced by the pressing instances of IvAsim Beg, I sent 
TAmbol a large sword, which had been made in Samar- 
kand for NeviAn GokultAsh, from whom I took it. 
This was the very sword that afterwards came down 
on my own head, as shall be mentioned in the events of 
the ensuing year.” f 

While BAber was thus engaged, SheibAni Kbfl.o 
having taken possession of Samarkand and the territories 


* Baber's Mein, p. 100. 
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around it, a misunderstanding arose between him and 
the Moghul Elhan, which speedily broke out into open 
hostilities. The Khan had hitherto supported Sheibdni 
in all his conquests, weakly persuading himself that 
they were made on his account, as they were made 
under his protection. He now probably began to 
discover that Sheibdni was acting for himself. However 
that may be, the Uzbek Khan marched in the midst 
of winter to attack his late patron and protector, and 
having passed the Sirr on the ice, ravaged Shahrokhia 
and Beshkent. No sooner did this intelligence reach 
Bdber, than, accompanied by his small train of followers, 
he rode off to succour his uncle. “ It was wonderfully 
cold,” says he, “ and the wind of IM-derwish had lost 
none of its violence, and blew keen. So intense was 
the cold that in the course of two or three days we lost 
two or three persons from its severity. I required to 
bathe, on account of my religious purifications, and 
went down for that purpose to a rivulet which was 
frozen on the banks, but not in the middle, from the 
rapidity of the current. I plunged into the water and 
dived sixteen times. Its extreme chillness quite 
penetrated me.” * When Baber had passed the Sirr 
and arrived at Beshkent, he found that Sheibdni had 
retreated, after plundering the countiy up to the walla 
of Shahrokliia. Despatching a messenger to the Khan 
with this intelligence, he went on to Ahengerdn, where 
he received accounts of the death of Nevian Gokultdsh, 
his foster brother, an event not unattended with sus- 
picions of violence. “ The truth,” says Bdber, “ no 
man can know. His death affected me deeply. There 
are few persons for whose death I have felt so much. 
I wept incessantly for a Aveek or ten days.” It is very 
delightful to find such warmth of attachment in a 
young prince. But all Bdber’s social affections Avere 
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naturally keen and ardent ; and from the nature of his 
early life he had escaped that tendency to selfishness, 
■which flattery and the indulgence of every wish as soon 
as it is excited, generate in every situation of life, as 
well as upon the throne. He now returned to his 
winter quarters in Dehkdt. 

With the return of spring, Sheibdni advanced against 
XJratippa. As Dehkdt was in the low country at the 
foot of the hills, and therefore liable to be overrun by 
an invading enemy, Bdber left it, and passed by Ab- 
burden, to the mountainous country of Masikha, where 
he remained some time. There is so much interest in 
the various little incidents which Bdber relates of his 
youthful wanderings, and it is so seldom that Asiatic 
history descends to such familiar incidents, that, in 
spite of the length to uhich this narrative has been 
extended, we may stiU continue to follow him for some 
time longer, “ Ab-burden,” says he, “ is a village 
which lies at the foot of Masikha. Beneath Ab-burden 
is a spring, and close by the spring is a tomb. From 
this spring towards the upland, the country belongs to 
Masikha; but downwards from the spring it depends 
on Yelghdr. On one of the sides of a rock which is on 
the brink of this fountain, I caused the foUoAving verses 
to be carved : — 

“ ‘ I have heard that the illustrious Jemshid 

Inscribed these words on a stone, beside a fountain : — 

Many a man, like us, hofi rested by this fountain, 

And disappeared in the twinkling of an eye. 

Should we conquer the whole world by our manhood and valour. 
Yet what part of it could we carry with us to the grave ? ’ ” * 

In these highlands, the practice of cutting verses and 
other inscriptions on the rocks is extremely common. 
While in Masikha he had a visit from Mulla Plajdri, the 
poet ; and, to soothe the hours of his exile, he exercised 


Verses from the Bostan of Sadi. 



LIFE OF bXbER. 


165 


himself in poetical attempts in the Tiirki, his native 
tongue.* 

When Bdber was informed that Sheibdni Khan had 
actually advanced into Uratippa, in spite of the fewness 
of his followers and their bad equipment, leaving his 
household and baggage in Masikha, he marched down 
from the hills, so as to reach Dehkdt about the end of 
the night, intending to hover on the enemy’s flank and 
seize any accidental advantage that oflered. But he 
found that Sheibdni had retired immediately after lay- 
ing the country waste. Bdber therefore retraced his 
steps to his mountain abode. 

Here he naturally began to reflect upon his own 
situation. It was evident that to continue wandering 
an exile on barren mountains, without house or home, 
could lead to nothing, and was throAving away his time. 
He resolved, therefore, to visit once more his uncle the 
Khan, and to attempt to interest him in his behalf. In 
pursuance of this determination he proceeded by the 
pass of Ab-burden; was at Shahrokhia on the great 
Muhammedan festival of the Id-e-korban ; and joined 
the Khan at Tdshkend, his capital. Kasim Beg, Baber’s 
minister, who had a quarrel of blood with the Moghuls, 
not venturing to accompany him, left him and went to 
Hissar. 

Just at this time Tdrabol led his army against the 
Khan, and had advanced as far as the Dale of Ahengeran, 
when a conspiracy was discovered in the heart of his 
camp, at the head of which were Muhammed Hissari 
and Kamber Ali. The conspirators escaped, and fled 
to the Khan. Tambol on this retired, and recrossed 
the river, but soon after entered the territory of 
Uratippa. 

This invasion drew the Khan from his indolent re- 
pose. He assembled his troops, and after a grand re- 
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view, led them up the Sirr.* It does not, however, 
appear that he entered Uratippa ; and he soon returned 
home again. “ This expedition of the Khan’s,” says 
Bdber, “ was rather an useless sort of an expedition. 
He took no fort, he beat no enemy; he went out and 
came in again.” f 

Such inactivity was little suited to the youthful 
ardour of Baber. His keen and ambitious mind preyed 
upon itself. To fill up the long intervals of leisure 
now aflbrded him, he devoted his mind to poetical pur- 
suits, and he records with pride the time of his com- 
posing the first ghazel (or ode) that he ever wrote. J 
But, though now, as at every future period of his life, 
he delighted to fill up with liberal and elegant studies 
the hours which he could steal from business, he had 
sat upon the thrones of Andejan and of Samarkand, and 
ambition was still his ruling passion. One of his thrones 
was now filled by a brother younger than himself, the 
other by his inveterate enemy. “ While I remained at 
Tdshkend at this time,” says he, “ I endured great 
vexation and misery. I possessed no government, nor 
had I hopes of acquiring any. Most of my servants 
had left me from absolute want ; the few who stiU ad- 
hered to me were unable to accompany me on my 
journeys from sheer poverty. When I went to my 
uncle the Khan’s diwan (lev4e), I was attended some- 
times by one man, sometimes by two ; but in one re- 
spect I was fortunate, that this did not happen among 
strangers, but with my own kinsmen. Xfter having 
paid my compliments to the Khan, I was in the habit 
of going in to Shah Begum, his mother, bareheaded 


* The particulars of this review 
are detailed with great spirit in 
Baber’s Memoii s, and form a curious 
picture of the manners of the Mo- 
ghuls. Mem. p. 103. 
t Baber’s Mem. p. 1Q4. 

The commencement of this 


poem shows the state of the author’s 
mind: — 

“ 1 have found no faithful friend in the 
world, but jay soul ; 

Except my own hear^ 1 have no trusty 
confidant.” 
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ainl barefoot, with a*! much freedom as a man would 
use at home, in his own house. At length, however, I 
was worn out with this unsettled way of living, and 
with having no house or home, so that life itself became 
burdensome to me. I considered with myself, that it 
was better to take my way and retire into some corner 
where I might live unknown and undistinguished, than 
to continue to drag on existence in the wretchedness 
and misery which I then endured ; that it were fer 
better to flee away from the sight of man, as far as my 
feet could carry me, than to exhibit mj'self as a spec- 
tacle in such distress and abasement. I had thoughts of 
going to Khita *, a country which, from my infancy, 1 
always had had a strong desire to visit, but had hitherto 
been prevented, from my being a king, and from my 
duty to my relations and connections. Xow, however, 
my kingship was gone, my mother was safe with her 
mother and brother; in short, everj^ obstacle to my 
journey was removed." f Ilis only difficulty was how to 
get away from his I’elations. To efli-ct this, he repre- 
sented to the Khan, through his friend Khwaja Abul 
Makaram, that the conquests of iSheibani Khan in 
Transoxiana had added so much to that chieftain's 
power, that Turks and Moghuls had equal grounds for 
apprehension ; that it was necessary to watch his pro- 
gress with jealousy, and arrest his course before he suc- 
ceeded in reducing all his neighbours under his sway, 
when it would be too late to think of checking him ; 
that it would be well if the Khan, and his younger 
brother, Sultan Ahmed, who ruled that part of the Mo- 
ghul tribe which was in the desert, could come to an 
understanding, and act in concert; that, as the Khan 
had not seen his brother for four or five and twenty 
years, and Baber had never seen him at all, that prince 
might visit the younger Khan, and act as a channel of 
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communication between the brothers. It was Baber’s 
plan, had he been allowed to depart under these pre- 
texts, to have visited Moghulistdn and Terfdn, after 
which the reins were in his own hands to turn whither 
he would. But this design he communicated to nobody ; 
weU knowing that his mother, Kutlak-Nigar-Khanum, 
would not endure the mention of it, and feeling it pain- 
ful to impart such a plan to the few steady friends who 
had followed him in all his wanderings, with very dif- 
ferent hopes. The Khan and his mother, Shah Begum, 
at first agreed to the proposed plan ; but, as on reflec- 
tion it occui’red to them that he had asked leave to go 
in consequence of the poor reception that had been 
given him, some demur ensued ; besides this, the Khan 
perhaps thought it probable that his brother might pay 
a visit to Tiishkend, as the rapid success of Sheibdni 
had made the brothers desirous of acting in concert 
with all their force against the common enemy. And 
accordingly, at that very crisis, a messenger did arrive 
with information that the younger Khan was already 
on his march to meet his brother. This put an end to 
Baber's project. A second express soon foUowed, bring- 
ing intelligence that he was close at hand; on Avhich 
Shah Begum, his mother, with the Khan’s sisters and 
other relations, and among the rest Bdber, set out to 
meet him. 

This family party had advanced as far as some small 
villages between Tdshkend and SeirAin, without exactly 
knowing when the younger Khan would arrive. “ I 
had ridden out carelessly to see the country, when, all 
at once, I found myself face to face with him. I im- 
mediately alighted, and advanced to salute him. The 
moment I alighted, the Khan knew who I was, and 
was much disconcerted, for he had intended to alight 
somewhere, and, when duly seated, to receive and em- 
brace me with great form and decorum; but I came 
too quick upon him, and dismounted so rapidly, that 
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there was no time for ceremony, as, the moment I 
sprang from my horse, I kneeled down and then em- 
braced. He was a good deal agitated and disturbed, 
but at length ordered his two sons to alight, kneel, and 
embrace me.” They then mounted, and all rode on to 
meet his mother, Shah Begum, and the Khanums, his 
sisters ; and, after embracing them, “ the party sat 
down, and continued talking about past occurrences 
and old stories till past midnight.”* 

Next morning the younger Khan presented Bdber 
Avith a dress of honour, and one of his own horses 
ready saddled. This dress Bdber describes as con- 
sisting of a Moghul cap embroidered with gold thread ; 
a long frock of China satin, ornamented with flowered 
needle- woi’k ; a cuirass of Chinese work, of the old 
fashion, with a Avhetstone and a purse-pocket : from 
one side of this purse-pocket hung three or four articles, 
such as a perfume-case and its bag, with other trinkets, 
such as Eastern ladies wear at their necks, while as 
many dangled on the other side. When Bdber returned 
back tricked out and disguised in all this Moghul 
finery, he relates with much glee that even his intimate 
friend Khwaja Abdal Makdram did not kown him, and 
asked what Moghul Sultan that was. 

About twelve or fifteen miles from Tashkend, the 
elder Khan, seated under an awning erected for the 
occasion, received his brother in all the pride of 
Moghul state. The ceremony, as described by Bdber, 
is curious. The younger Khan advanced right towards 
his brother, and, on coming near him in front, turned 
to the left of the elder Khan, fetching a complete circle 
round him, till he was again in front, when he alighted ; 
and, on coming to the distance at which Cornish is per- 
formed, he knelt nine times, and then went up and 
embraced him; the elder Khan, as his brother came 
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near, standing up and embracing him in turn ; they 
stood a long time clasping each other in their arms. 
The younger Khan, while retiring, again knelt nine 
times ; and, when he presented his tributory offerings, 
again knelt many times ; after which he went and sat 
down. All the younger Khan’s men were dressed in 
the Moghul fashion, — in rich clothes such as had been 
presented to Bdber, with their horses caparisoned and 
bedizened in singular style. 

The younger Khan brought with him only about 
fifteen hundred men ; but the brothers soon took their 
resolution to attack Sultan Ahmed Tdmbol in Andejdn. 
As there was some danger that Sheibani might move 
to the assistance of Tambol, or at least try to make a 
diversion by an inroad into Tashkend, Sultan Mahmud’s 
eldest son was left with a strong force to guard Tdsh- 
kend, and a reinforcement was sent to Muhammed 
Husein Mirza at Uratippa, for the purpose of impeding 
Sheibdni’s advance in that direction. The army under 
the Khans amounted to thirty thousand men, and 
crossed the chain of hills that bounds Akhsi on the 
west. To create a diversion, Bdber was sent with a 
detachment of Moghrds to cross the great river, and, 
proceeding towai’ds Ush and Urkend, to take in the 
rear Tdinbol, who was said to have collected his forces 
in Akhsi ready to face the Khans. Baber does not 
mention with what professed intention, so far as con- 
cerned himself, the Khans entered his country. From 
what followed, it seems to be probable that they in- 
tended to seize it for themselves, and wished to use 
Bdber only as an instrument for forwarding their own 
purposes. We find nothing like conscience or honour 
among the chiefs on the Sirr or the Amu, in this age. 
Ambition sanctioned every degree of treachery and 
deceit, even towards their nearest relations. Bdber, 
with his detachment, marching to the north of Akhsi, 
crossed the Sirr on rafts, and by a rapid march, sur- 
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prised and took Ush ; on which, all the tribes who 
occupied the hills and plains to the east and south of 
Andejan gladly declared for Mm. Urkend, a place of 
great strength, lying on the Kdshghar frontier, and 
formerly the capital of Ferghana, also tendered its 
allegiance. The people of MarghinAn, in like manner, 
expelled Tdmbol’s garrison and joined Baber ; so that, 
in a short time, the whole kingdom south of the Sirr, 
Andejdn only excepted, acknowledged his authority. 
Tdmbol, meanwhile, undismayed, lay with his army 
near Akhsi, facing the Khans, in a strongly fortified 
position. Daily skirmishes ensued, with little advantage 
on either side. 

Baber, thus master of one portion of the south side 
of the river, understanding that the men of Andejan 
also were anxious for an opportunity to join him, ad- 
vanced towards the place by night ; Avishing to intro- 
duce into the town some person who might confer Avith 
his friends, and concert Avith them a plan for surprising 
the place. -This plan failed from one of those accidents 
to which night attacks are so subject. In consequence 
of a mistake of his Moghul auxiliaries as to the Avatch- 
word, — a military practice to which they were not ac- 
customed, — two parties of his troops, in the darkness 
of the night, engaged each other as enemies, and the 
Avhole were compelled to retreat. Baber, learning soon 
after, however, that Tdmbol’s troops at Akhsi were dis- 
heartened, and beginning to desert from bis camp, 
ventured to march openly from Ush upon Andejan. 
He Avas met at some distance from the suburbs by a 
brother of Tdmbol’s, whose troops he charged without 
hesitation, driving them back into the fort. Baber, 
with his habitual ardour, Avas keen for making a push 
to enter the gates along with them, convinced that such 
an attack would certainly succeed ; but the greater 
caution of the older leaders decided that it was too late 
in the day for hazarding such an attempt ; at the same 
time holding it certain that the place must fall next 
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morning, without loss to the army. The troops were 
accordingly drawn off. to encamp at some little distance. 

The Sultan, with that frankness and magnanimity 
Avhich distinguish his character, acknowledges that, 
after retiring from the town, his conduct was most in- 
cautious. News had already reached him that Tdmbol, 
obliged to abandon his ground near Akhsi, was in full 
retreat on Andejan ; yet, instead of occupying the strong 
ground along the banks of the Jakan, he crossed that 
river, and encamped on a level plain, near a village on 
the other side, and went to sleep, in negligent security, 
without outpost or vidette. Just before da^vn, an alarm 
was given that the enemy was upon them. Baber, 
springing from sleep, rushed out with about ten of his 
best men, who yveve at hand to check their progress. 
He drove back the party whom he first met ; but soon 
after fell in with the main body under Tdmbol himself, 
whom he did not hesitate to attack with his arrows. 
In an instant, however, he was himself wounded by an 
arrow which pierced his right thigh, while Tambol, 
riding up, discharged full on his head a furious sabre- 
blow, which stunned him. The blow was inflicted by 
the very sword which Baber had so lately pi’esented to 
him. Tliough the steel cap which he had on was not 
cut through, his head was severely bruised. In wheel- 
ing round he received another sabre-stroke, the force of 
which was luckily broken by falling on his quiver. The 
enemy were now fast gathering about him, and only 
three of his followers were near him, so that he had 
nothing left for it but to try to extricate himself by a 
hasty retreat. He plunged into a deep stream which 
he met Avith in his flight, and was fortunate enough to 
hit upon one of the few places where it was fordable ; 
and, falling in tvith two or three of his men who joined 
him, by taking bye-roads he succeeded in reaching Ush. 
Many brave ofiicers and men feU that day.* 


* JBabci’b Mem. pp. 110, 111. 
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TdinlDol was not able to avail himself of all the ad- 
vantages which this success seemed to offer, as the 
Khans had followed close after him when he broke up 
from his camp at Akhsi, and now advanced to Andcjan. 
Two days afterwards Baber joined them from Ush, and 
waited upon the elder Khan. On this occasion the 
Khan communicated his intention to give up to his 
younger brother, Sultan Ahmed Khan, the whole of 
Ferghana south of the river, comprising all the tract 
of country recovered by Baber, with Andejan when 
conquered; under pretence that it was necessary that 
the younger Khan, as he came from a distance, should 
possess some convenient station for himself and his 
troops, near enough at hand to enable him to act against 
Sheibani Khan, to check whose growing power was now 
the grand object. Baber was, in the meanwhile, to have 
Akhsi; and, when matters were settled in Ferghana, both 
he and the Khans were to march in conjunction against 
Samarkand ; in the event of that city's being recovered, 
the younger Khan was to get Akhsi also, while Samar- 
kand was to be given up to Baber. All this was not 
very agreeable to the young Sultan, but he saw no re- 
medy, and was obliged to submit. On leaving the elder 
Khan, he went to visit his younger uncle ; who, being 
on this occasion better prepared than when they first 
met so unexpectedly, came out ceremoniously beyond 
the range of the tent ropes to welcome him ; and, as 
Baber walked with ditficulty and leaning on a staff, in 
consequence of the wound in his thigh, his uncle took 
him -by the arm, and led him into the tent, teUing him 
that he had behaved like a hero. As the younger Khan 
had passed aU his life in the remoter deserts of Tartary, 
his manners were rude and his accommodations but in- 
different. “ The small tent in which he sat,” says his 
nephew, “ certainly was not distinguished for its neat- 
ness; it had much the air of a marauder’s; grapes, 
horse-furniture, and melons were lying huddled about 
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in it, here and there, in rare confusion.” He insisted 
on Baber’s taking the aid of his surgeon to manage his 
-wound, and the serjeant-surgeon, from the report of his 
patient, appears to have been a quack worthy of his 
tribe. 

To assist in carrying into effect the arrangements 
which it had pleased the Khans to make, BAber was 
sent to the north of the river with a body of one or two 
thousand Moghuls, to reduce Akhsi and Kasan, the 
provinces that had been allotted to him, while the 
Khans employed themselves in the siege of Andejdn. 
He soon got possession of Noukend, a castle on the 
road to Kdsan ; and of Pap, a very strong fort in the 
Akhsi territory. 

The success of the Khans and of Bhber had reduced 
Sultan Ahmed TAmbol and his party to great distress. 
TAmbol saw no hopes of retrieving his affairs, but 
by detaching BAber from his uncles ; but he believed 
that, if that could be effected, it would be impossible 
for the Khans to keep their ground in the country. 
Sheikh Bayezid, TAmbol’s younger brother, and governor 
of Akhsi, communicated on the subject with BAber, 
and invited him into the city. BAber, who did not 
wish to separate himself from his uncles, informed them 
of the proposal ; they advised him to pretend to enter 
into the plan, to accept the invitation, and afterwards 
to seize Sheikh Bayezid. 

BAber was not fond of this mode of proceeding, as it 
implied a breach of faith. He was, however, eager to 
get into Akhsi, and to have the co-operation of Bayezid ; 
hoping perhaps that in due time he might detach 
him from his brother’s interest, or even use him to 
strengthen his party against the Khans. An agreement 
was accordingly entered into, the terms of which BAber 
does not mention ; and he was in consequence received 
into the town, Sheikh Bayezid coming out with NAsir 
Mirza, BAber’s youngest brother, to receive and do him 
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honour.* He took up his quarters in his father’s palace 
in the outer fort. 

But matters were drawing to a crisis in Ferghdna. 
The two Khans in conjunction pushed on the siege of 
Andejdn. Tkmbol, sensible of his weakness, and that 
his ruin was at hand unless he provided an immediate 
remedy, sent to Sheibdni Khan at Samarkand to solicit 
his aid against the Moghul chiefs, and offering to hold 
Ferghdna under him as his sovereign. Sheibdni, to 
whom no proposal could be more agreeable, readily 
accepted the offer, and promised to march without 
delay to expel the invaders. No sooner did the 
Khans hear that he was on his march, than they aban- 
doned the siege of Andejdn; and, retreating by Marg- 
hindn, repassed the river at Khojend. The moment 
their retreat began, the inhabitants of Ush, Marghindn, 
and of the rest of the towns, — ^who had voluntarily sub- 
mitted to Baber, but who had been miserably oppressed 
and plundered by the Moghul garrisons which had 
been placed among them, — rose upon their oppressors, 
drove them out of their towns and forts, and stript 
them of their booty. Indeed, the helpless inhabitants, 
in these unhappy times, invariably suffered from every 
change, whoever were their masters. 

Bdber was now perplexed. Though he had little 
confidence in the attachment of the Khans, he did not 
wish lightly to desert them, especially as he had as 
little to hope for from their opponents as from them. 
They were become, however, the weaker party ; and, it 
was clear, could give him no effectual aid, even were 
they disposed. To add to his embarrassment, his 
brother Jehdngir, — the nominal sovereign of Ferghdna, 
under Tdmbol, — made his appearance, early one morn- 
ing, having escaped from Tdmbol’s camp at Marghindn. 


* It would seem that NasirMi'rza, was used to strengthen tlie party 
as well as his brother Jchangir, against Bdber. 
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Even Sheikh Bayezid himself was now at a loss how to 
act. Affairs had become complicated. Some of Baber’s 
Begs advised him to seize Bayezid, to occupy the 
citadel of Akhsi, and trust to his own strength and 
good fortune. Bdber objected to this proceeding, as 
contrary to good faith ; and, before they could come to 
any resolution, Bayezid moved into the citadel, which 
he occupied, and which was thus lost. During the 
general confusion, Baber neglected to place a guard on 
tlie bridge that led into that fortress ; and, before the 
sun was up next morning, Tambol, Avho had hastened 
from Andejdn, arrived, attended by two or three thou- 
sand cavalry in complete armour; passed the bridge 
and entered the citadel without opposition. 

Bdber had not at this moment many more than a 
hundred of his followers with him, aU the rest having 
been sent out on various missions, to collect the reve- 
nues, to take charge of districts, or to garrison forts. 
He Avas himself in the toAvn, Avhich was open tOAvards 
the citadel. Defence might justly have seemed hope- 
less ; yet Baber, whose temper led him never to despond, 
AA’^as busy posting his few troops at the extremity of 
the different streets, and in procuring supplies of mili- 
tary stores for their use, Avhen Bayezid and Kamber 
Ali came galloping out of the citadel, to propose terms 
of pacification on the part of Tdmbol. Bdber con- 
ducted the envoys to his father’s tomb, Avhich was near 
at hand, and sat doAAOi with them in the portico, that 
they might confer together. He sent to call his brother 
Jehdngir, to join them. That prince accordingly came, 
along Avith Ibrdhim Chdpuk ; but they, after consulting 
together, ha^ come to the resolution of making Ba- 
yezid prisoner. Jehdngir whispered their intentions to 
Bdber. Things were so much changed since that plan 
Avas first proposed, the enemy being noAV in posses- 
sion of the citadel, and having a powerful force there, 
Avhile Baber s scanty numbers had not a wall to defend 
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them, that he at once perceived that more was to be chap, iil 
hoped for from negotiation than from force ; and there- 
fore told his brother that the time for that was gone 
by. Jehdngir, upon this, made a sign to Ibrahim to 
desist ; but he, either really misunderstanding the sign, 
or only pretending to do so, laid hold of Bayezid, who 
was immediately surrounded and rudely dragged away 
by their rough retainers. There was now an end of 
all treaty. It only remained to take to horse and pre- 
pare for action. 

On observing this act of treachery, the soldiers in the 
citadel immediately attacked the town. They were far Akhsf. 
superior in numbers. The feeble force which Baber 
possessed, in spite of a gallant resistance, were driven 
from street to street. The combat was hopeless from 
the first. After brave but fruitless exertions, Baber’s 
folloAvers began to think of saving themselves by getting 
out of the place. They made a push for one of the 
gates, and forced their way through. Bayezid had 
fortunately escaped in the confusion which followed the 
attack. When out of the town, Baber imprudently 
halted to wait for his brother and the stragglers. The 
force opposed to them by the enemy was overpowering. 

Only twenty or thirty men were left with the young 
Sultan- Convinced at last that all was over, lie set off in ms flight, 
full flight, without his brother ; and had hardly crossed 
the bridge, when a large body of the enemy appeared 
at the other end, and followed them in keen pursuit. 

Man after man was overtaken and unhorsed ; they had 
hardly ridden three miles, as far as the village of Sang, 
when their party was reduced to eight men in all. After 
passing that village they saAv no more of their immediate 
pursuers. They rode up the banks of the river Sang 
for a long time, by a bye-path, among winding glens, 
remote from the high-road ; and, then, leaving it befoi’e 
sunset, emerged from the broken country into an open 
plain. Here they saw something which they suspected 

VOL. I. N 
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might be a party of men at a distance. Baber placed 
his companions under cover, and ascended a rising 
ground, in order to discern with greater certainty what 
it might be ; when suddenly a number of horsemen were 
seen galloping up the hill behind them. Not knowing 
how many they were, they all again took to flight. The 
horsemen pursued. Again they were overtaken, one 
after another, and unhorsed ; till at last, of the seven 
who had been left with the young prince, Mirza Kuli 
Gokaltash alone remained, and the pursuit was still 
continued. “ Our horses were too tired to admit of 
being put to the gallop,” says Baber ; “ we went on at 
a canter ; but the horse of Mirza Kuli began to move 
slower and slower. 1 said to him, ‘ If deprived of you, 
whither can I go ? Come then, and be it death or 
life, let us meet it together.’ I kept on turning from 
time to time, to look for Mirza Kuli. At last he said, 
‘ My horse is completely blown ; and it is impossible for 
you to escape, if you encumber yourself with me. Push 
on, and shift for yourself. Perhaps you may still escape.’ 
My situation was singularly distressing. Mirza Kuli 
also fell behind, and I was left alone.”* 

At this alarming moment, two of the enemy, Baba 
Seirami and Bandeh Ali, were gaining upon Baber, 
whose horse began to flag. There was a tract of rocky 
ground near at hand, and a steep hill about two miles 
oiF. He had only twenty aiTows left in his quiver. He 
was divided between dismounting at the first, and there 
defending himself as long as his arrows lasted; or, of 
pushing on for the second, where he thought he might 
place a few arrows in his girdle, climb up the hill, and 
set his enemies at defiance. As he had great confidence 
in his own niinbleness and speed, this last seemed his 
best chance of final escape ; and he spurred on his weary 
horse. It was too fatigued, however, to exert its speed ; 


•* Baber’s Mem. pp. 117, 118. 
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and his pursuers got within bowshot of him. lie was cuap. m 
unwilling to shoot any of his arrows, on which his safety ^ 
might finally depend. The pursuers, on their part, 
seemed unwilling to engage in close combat, or to come 
nearer, but kept tracking him. 

It was about sunset when he got near the hill. His 
pursuers then called out, and asked him, whither he 
meant to go, informing him that both his brothers were 
prisoners. This intelligeiice added to Baber’s danger 
and alarm ; for he well saw that if the enemy once had 
all the three brothers in their power, every restraint was 
taken away from them. He said nothing, but kept on 
his course. After some time they again addressed him 
in a humbler style, dismounting and leading their horses ; 
but he still went on, and entered a glen, up which they 
continued to follow him. Tie came to a steep ledge of 
rock, and tried to mount it, but his horse lost its footing. 

Again they addressed him in a mild tone of expostu- 
lation ; asking him, what end it could serve, in so dark a 
night (for the night had now fallen dark around them), 
to go on in a line were there was no pathway. They as- 
serted, and confirmed their assertion with an oath, that 
it was Tambol’s wish to place him on the throne. He 
replied that he had no confidence in Tambol ; but that, 
if they really wished to serve him, they might do so by 
showing him some road by which he could join the 
Khans; if not, he entreated that they would go, and 
leave him to his fate. They replied that they could not 
think of leaving him in so desolate a situation ; that they 
heartily wished that they had never come, and were 
ready to serve him and follow him, go W'herc he would. 

He bid them swear by the Koran that they were sin- 
cere ; and they swore.* 

After this oath he began to show them some con- 
fidence, though his trust was far from being entire. 


* Bdbei’b jMcm. p. lig. 
N 2 
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He made tliem go before him, to point out the way. 
They misled him, however; and about midnight pre- 
tended that, in the darkness, they had passed the road 
which he had wished to take; but offered to conduct 
him to the village of Ghiva, whence he could easily 
reach the Khan’s dominions. About three in the morn- 
ing they came to the Karnan river, when one of them 
went on to reconnoitre, and returned to report that 
there were a number of men passing along the road, 
so that it was not safe to venture on it. Baber was in 
the midst of enemies, and morning was coming on. He 
proposed to his companions that they should all conceal 
themselves in the hill, during the coming day, and, 
when night arrived, get something to refresh their 
horses, and then cross the Sirr, and make for Khojend. 
Bandeh Ali, who was Darogha (or chief magistrate) of 
Karnan, offered to go to that town, which was not far 
off, to procure some food for themselves, and provender 
for their horses, and get it conveyed to them. This 
was agreed to, and they all took the road of Karndn, 
and halted about a mile or two from the place, while 
the Darogha went in. He did not return till after the 
sun was risen, when he brought out three loaves for 
the party, but nothing for their horses. They went off 
to a hillock hard by, to eat their bread, tying the horses 
lower down in marshy ground, out of sight, and kept 
watch on different sides of the hill. They first saw a 
party of five, one of w'hom they knew, pass by, going to 
Akhsi. Baber did not venture to speak to them, knowing 
them to be indisposed to him ; but, as they were likely 
to halt for the night at Karnan, he laid a plan for 
carrying off their horses. They next saw a single 
horseman riding over the plain, but did not think it 
safe to accost him. It was, as he afterwards discovered, 
a fugitive from the rout, one of Baber’s Begs, lurking 
like himself. As their horses had had nothing to cat 
for two days and a night, it was necessary to go down 
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to the plain to let them graze. About afternoon prayers, chap. m. 
when they had gone down, they observed a horseman 
riding over the very height they had left. Baber 
recognised him for the Kilanter (or Head-man) of 
Ghiva, went up to him, and addressed him with kind- 
ness, tried to gain his good ■will, and in the end 
despatched him to bring provender for their horses, 
some food for themselves, and the tackle used in passing 
rivers. They engaged him to meet them on the same 
spot, at bedtime prayers. 

Evening prayers were past, when they descried a 
horseman going from Karnan to Ghiva. They hailed 
him and he answered them. It was the very same 
horseman they had seen before ; but, though he was a 
Beg who had been five years in Baber’s service, and 
was well known to him, so successfully did he change 
his voice for the purpose of concealment, that Baber 
did not recognise him. On the contrary, he was so 
uneasy from this man’s passing and repassing them in 
this suspicious way, that he was afraid to adhere to his 
assignation with the Kilanter. It was settled, there- 
fore, that they should go to some retired garden-house 
near Karndn, and there get a person who might repair 
to the appointed place of meeting, and bring the Kilanter. 

To Kamtln they all accordingly went; and, on their 
arrival there, as it was winter, they brought the Sultan 
a cloak made of year-old lambskin, with the wool 
inside and coarse woven cloth Avithout, such as is used 
for warmth in that country. They also procured for 
him a homely mess of pottage of boiled millet flour, 
which he eat Avith much relish. On his inquiring if 
they had sent anybody to meet the Kilanter on the hill, 
they assured him that they had; but the truth was 
that they were j)laying false, and had not only met him 
already, but had despatched him on to Tambol, to let 
him know Avhere the Sultan was to be found. At the 
same time, pretending great care for Baber’s safety, 

» 3 
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they Avaked him after a fire had been kindled, and, when 
he had enjoyed but a few moments’ rest, made him get 
up, mount his horse, and ride to another house in the 
suburbs, which they represented as safer, from being 
more out of the town. 

While the Sultan lay down to rest in his new 
quarters, Baba Seirami, one of his late pursuers, went 
to the terrace roof of the house, to keep a look-out. A 
little before noon, he came down and reported that he 
saiv one Yiisef, a Darogha, coming towards them. As 
this man was well known to be a magistrate in the 
service of T^mbol, Baber desired Baba to go out and 
ascertain if he had come in consequence of hearing that 
the Sultan was there. On his return Baba reported 
that Yusef had met a man at the gate of Ahksi, from 
Avhom he had learnt that the Sultan was there ; that he 
had put the man in close custody to prevent his abusing 
his knoAvledge, and had hastened to the spot to meet 
his sovereign. Baber, who began to fear that he had 
all along been deceived, asked Baba earnestly what was 
his real opinion of the matter. He answered that they 
Avere all his servants, and that there was nothing left 
for it but to join Tambol and his party, Avho would 
certainly make him king. While they were yet con- 
versing, Yiisef entered, and throwing himself on his 
knees, exclaimed, “ Why should I conceal anything 
from you ? ” Sultan Ahmed Tambol knows nothing of 
the matter ; but Sheikh Bayezid has got information 
Avhere you are, and has sent me hither.” On hearing 
this, Baber gave up everything for lost, and entreated 
Yiisef, if all was indeed over, to inform him honestly, 
that he might, while there was yet time, perform his 
last ablutions, before prostrating himself in prayer, and 
thus prepare for his fate, like a brave man and a true 
believer. Yiisef swore again and again that he was 
sincere, but Baber did not believe him, and retired 
into the garden to spend the fcAV moments yet left 
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him, in religious meditation, and in preparations for chap.iil 
another -world.* "7777. 

A chasm in Baoer s own memoirs, at this interesting 
period of his life, prevents our knowing in what manner 
he was extricated from the painful situation in which 
he was placed. He did however escape, and succeeded 
in joining the Khans. 

When the two Moghul Khans marched from Tash- Advance of 
kend for Ferghdna, Sultan Mahimid had left his eldest 
son, Sultan Muhammcd Sultan, mth a large army to 1502 , 
defend that country, should any attempt be made upon 
it by Sheibdni during their absence : while Muhammed 
Husein Korkan, Doghlat, to whom another body of 
troops was assigned, had orders to keep Sheibdni in 
check, should he advance by Uratippa. The Khans had 
imagined that these two armies were sufficient to cover 
their operations against AndejAn, and that it would be 
impossible for any force to pass them both. But Shei- 
bdni, whose interpretation of the term impossible was 
not the same as theirs, regarded the whole arrange- 
ment as being in his favour, since it allowed him, by a 
little management and activity, to make his way be- 
tween the two covering armies, and to come upon the 
Khans, while they had with them only a third part of 
their troops. Setting out from Samarkand, therefore, 
he advanced towards Ferghdna by rapid marches, 
taking Uratippa on his route. Muhammed Husein touratippa. 
imagined that the Uzbek had come to lay siege to his 
fort, and busied himself in putting every thing into the 
most perfect state of defence. In the afternoon of the 
day of his arrival, Sheibani encamped near the town, 
as if ready to begin his operations against it, with the 
morning. But, no sooner had the sun set, and dark- 
ness covered his movements, than he silently decamped, 
and marched away -with all possible speed. When the 
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morning light returned, and it was ascertained that he 
was gone, and that his march was directed towards 
Andejan, express tv as despatched after express to give 
the Khans notice of hib approach. 

The expresses and Sheib^ni reached the army of the 
Khans nearly at the same time ; and the armies neither 
of Tashkend nor of Uratippa had time to march to 
their succour. The Khans had still with them about 
15,000 men; and, after their hurried retreat, on the first 
alarm, across the river at Khojend, into the Akhsi ter- 
ritory, were joined by Bdber, who had escaped without 
foUowera. They now believed themselves for a time at 
least, to be in perfect safety ; when of a sudden, the in- 
defatigable Sheibani, with 30,000 horse, burst in upon 
the camp. The Moghuls, taken by surprise, had hardly 
time to mount and draw up. Being in confusion, and 
borne down by superior numbers, resistance was un- 
availing, and the defeat complete. The horses of the 
Khans being worn out in the flight, they were both 
made prisoners. Bdber effected his escape, and made 
his way to the southern hills of FerghAna.* 

Sheibani, after his decisive battle, lost no time in 
improving his victory. Bayezid waited upon him fi-om 
Akhsi, and both he and his brother Tdmbol expressed 
the deepest gratitude for his aid, and the most devoted 
attachment to his interests. The Uzbek, on his part, 
seemed quite satisfied with their professions, did not 
waste time by going back to Andejdn, but, leaving them 
to complete the reduction and settlement of the rest of 
the country, moved down the Sirr, towards the domi- 
nions of the elder Khan. 

He met with no opposition. Consternation and dis- 
may had marched before him. As soon as the news of 
the defeat of the Khans, and that they were both pri- 
soners in the hands of Sheibdni reached Tashkend, 

* The disaster of Tashkend was See Tar. Resh. f. 117. 
in Cancer, a.h. 908 (June, 1503). 
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Sultan Muhammed Sultan fled with his family, children, 
and the Moghul Ulus, into the deserts of Moghulistan. 
Muhammed Husein, of Uiatippa, regarding any opposi- 
tion as unavailing, and likely to be fatal, abandoned 
that place ; and, unable to make his way across the 
Seihun, fled to the mountainous region of Karatigin, 
with his followers and whatever he had time to carry 
away. Sheibdni meanwhile marched downwards by 
Shahrokhia, Ta.'shkend, and Uratippa, occupying the 
country and the towns as he went along. He had for- 
merly been ambitious of an alliance b}' marriage with 
the family of the Khans, but his wish had not been 
gratified. He now enlarged his demand to three inter- 
marriages ; and he himself, his son Taimur Beg, and his 
nephew Jani Beg, married each a princess of the family. 
Sheibdni behaved to the Khans with great courtesy; 
and, after the conquest of Tashkend, set them at liberty, 
in consideration of the patronage he had himself re- 
ceived from the elder Khan ; but he detained as many 
of the Moghuls as he could, and no fewer than 30,000 
of them were added to the Uzbek army. He seems to 
have home a particular grudge to Bdber’s old friend 
Khwdja Abul-Mokdram. Immediately after the battle 
he despatched a messenger to Tdshkend to announce 
that the two Khans were in his hands, and that Bdlier 
had fled the country ; and to add, that, if the inhabit- 
ants had any wish to save the captive priiiccs, they 
must prevent the KhwAja’s escape, and detain him in 
custody. He was accordingly thrown into prison, but 
in a short time after effected his escape. To prevent 
his being recognised, he submitted to the mortification 
of cutting off his beard. Unable, from his age and in- 
firmities, to reach any place of safety, he was compelled 
to take refuge with a man who lived in a village near 
Tdshkend. This person concealed him for a day or 
two, but afterwards gave him up, when the Khw&ja 
was carried before Sheibdni, who on seeing him in- 
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quired, “ What Lave you done with your beard ?” The 
Khwdja answered by quoting two Persian verses, “ He 
who puffs at the lamp which God has lighted, singes 
his beard but the felicity of the allusion did not avail 
him, and he was put to death. Sheibdni, having placed 
Uzbek garrisons in the chief towns, returned straight 
to Samarkand ; while the two Khans, seeing their power 
broken and their army destroyed or transferred into the 
ranks of their enemy, retired into Moghulistan.* 

Sheibd,ni’s stay at Samarkand was short. His ambi- 
tion had been fired by success, and he now aimed at 
the conquest of Khordsan itself. But he saw, that, be- 
fore venturing on such an attempt, it was necessary, in 
order to prevent any attack on his flank or from be- 
hind, to reduce not only Fergbdna, but Hissar, Balkh, 
and other countries north of the Parapamisan range. 
Khosrou Shah, who now ruled Hissar, Kunduz, and 
other extensive territories on both sides of the Amu, 
fully anticipated such an attack, and used every exer- 
tion to be prepared for it. When Muhammed Huscin 
Doghlat fled from Uratippa to Karatigin, Khosrou in- 
vited him to his court, and questioned him earnestly as 
to the power of Sheibani, the composition of his army, 
and his military tactics. Khosrou did not expect an 
attack that year, but thought it likely that he might be 
invaded the year after. Early in the winter, however •(•, 
Sheibdni, who never slumbered over his projects, led an 
army into Hissdr. His purpose was not to seize Khos- 
rou or to conquer his territories, but merely to try by 
experience the extent of that prince’s power, and the 
temper of his military force. He ravaged Khosrou’s 
country, meeting with little resistance; and then marched 
down to Balkh, which was held for Badi-ez-zemdn Mirza, 

* Tar. Resh. ff. 113 — 119.1 909 j probably in October or No- 

Rozet-ea-Sefaj vol. vii. vember, A.n. 1503. Tar. Resh. 

t This expedition seems to have fF. 117, 118. BalMi continued to 
tdXen place in the winter of A. h. be besieged during the winter. 
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the eldest son of the Sultan of Herdt. Here too he met chat. in. 
with little to oppose him, and laid siege to the capital. "TTr. 
Having tnus gamed experimental proof of the nature 
and extent of what he had to fear from the rulers of 
Hissdr and Khordsdn, he resolved, before going farther, 
to march back, and remove whatever might occasion 
him danger or annoyance from behind. He, therefore, 
returned to Samarkand, and soon set out once more 
with a strong army for Andejdn. 

The pretext for this invasion does not appear: but 
Sheibdni wished to possess Andejdn, and Avas never at d<aan. 
a loss for a pretext. Sultan Ahmed Tdmbol, ever since 
the battle of Akhsi, had been busily employed in re- 
ducing the hill-tribes of Andejdn ; and was in the 
country of the Jagerdks, in the south east of Ferghana, 
when he heard that Sheibdni had entered his territory. 

Without losing a moment, he hurried back to his capital, 
resolved to defend it to the last. For that purpose he 
called in all his garrisons, as well as the troops that 
were scattered in stations over the country. These pro- 
ceedings Sheibdni saw with delight. His plan had been 
to lay siege in person to Andejdn ; to send out detach- 
ments in every direction to seize the castles, ravage the 
country, carry off the inhabitants and reduce it to a de- 
sert, and then to retire ; he proposed next year again to 
spread his troops over the country in the same Avay, to 
carry off or destroy the crops, to ruin whatever had 
escaped the year before, and complete the devastation. 

These measures, the plan of operations adopted by Tdm- 
bol unexpectedly shortened. Sheibdni saw the possi- 
bility of deciding the contest at one blow. As his troops 
approached Andejdn, Tdmbol, who had concentrated his 
whole force, marched out Avith a considerable body of 
men to harass the advance ; but discovering that, not 
the advance only, but the whole hostile army, was close 
upon him, he retired Avith precipitation j and his active 
enemy, folloAving close behind, cut a number of his 
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troops to pieces, before they could re-enter the town. 
Shoibdni, thereupon, resolved to block up the army of 
Tdmbol thus collected at one point, and dispirited by 
the loss they had recently sustained; and at once to 
push on the siege vigorously to a conclusion. 

The siege had lasted only forty days, when Tambol 
found that all his means of defence had failed. It would 
appear, that, trusting to his being able to keep the field 
with at least some part of his army, he had not made 
sufficient provision for the supply of the whole within 
the walls. He therefore began to think seriously of 
capitulating; and discovered, by accident, a mediator 
in the enemy’s camp. Muhammed Husein Doghlat of 
Xlratippa, whom Khosrou in the course of that winter 
had expelled from Karatigin, having, with a part of his 
followers, effected his escape over the snowy mountains 
of that country, had descended into the highlands of the 
Jageraks, with which tribe he had united in repelling 
the late attack of Tambol. He had subsequently re- 
paired to Sheibani’s camp, under a promise of immunity. 
There he had been most hospitably entertained and 
feasted, by Sheibdni and the Uzbek chiefs. On the 
morning of the forty-first day of the siege, Tambol, 
finding himself reduced to extremity, and perceiving 
Muhammed Husein in the enemy’s trenches, called out 
to him from the top of a lofty turret, “ My Mirza, do 
not forget me, and think of the times when we sucked 
milk from the same breast. Tell me what I should do, 
and I will do it.” Tambol had been his foster-brother 
and Muhammed was much affected. He asked Tambol^ 
why he stood out, if he had no hopes of success ; and 
intimated that the only step left was to surrender at 
discretion. Taimur Sultan, Sheibani’s son, was standing 
by at the time. In a word, Tambol, compelled by ne- 
cessity, at length came out, accompanied by his brothers. 
Conscious of his danger and filled with alarm, he threAv 
his anus round his fosterbrother’s neck. The Uzbeks 
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hesitated not a moment, but unrelentingly put them all 
to the sword on the spot. The gates of the town were, 
at the same time, closed; and not the slightest plunder 
or excess was permitted within the walls. Andcjan was 
bestowed on Jani Beg Sultan, Sheibani’s cousin ; and 
Sheibani soon after retraced his steps to Samarkand, 
where he made every preparation for returning to sub- 
due those countries on the Amu which last year he had 
only visited.* 

During all these transactions, and ever since the 
battle in which the Khans had been taken prisoners, 
Baber had been compelled to wander as a fugitive and 
an outlaw in the hill-country on the south of Andejan ; 
and especially among the mountain recesses of Sukh and 
Hushiar, districts of the province of Asfera. In all his 
wanderings he was accompanied by his mothei\ by some 
individuals of his fainil}’ and household, and by a few 
faithful followers, who adhered to him in the midst of 
aU his misfortunes. After he had been subjected for 
nearly a year to the utmost extremes of hardship and 
suffering ; hunted from village to village, and from forest 
to mountain ; finding the toils of his pursuers closing 
around him ; that his partisans in the low country wore 
totally dispersed, and that not a chance of success was 
left ; he held a consultation with his small but devoted 
band. There was little room for diversity of opinion. 
Their prospects were dreary and dark. The kingdoms 
of Samarkand and Bokhara, which had so long been 
held by his family, and the former of which he had 
himself twice occupied for a brief space, were uoav in 
the firm grasp of an Uzbek barbarian ; the territories 
of his uncle, the elder Khan, had shared the same fate ; 
and his own little kingdom of Fergluina, a kingdom 
which, if Ave examine his history critically, he cannot 
be said ever to have fully enjoyed, had in lUco manner 
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been added, to the overgrown dominions of his rival. 
Opposition was hopeless ; and he could not expect long 
to secure even his life, if he continued to roam as an 
adventurer in a territory which he had once vainly 
called his own. Young and brave as he was, the world 
was before him ; and he resolved, abandoning for a time 
his native country, to court in foreign lands that success 
which fortune denied him at home. The territory and 
court of Klioras^n naturally presented themselves to his 
imagination. That kingdom was governed by Sultan 
Husein Jdirza, a monarch of great power and reputation, 
and beyond comparison the most distinguished prince 
then living of the family of Taimur. Accordingly, in 
the summer of a.h. 910, Baber bade a last adieu to the 
land of his nativity, and the whole party set out to cross 
the lofty and snow-covered range of mountains that 
sejiarate Andejdn from Karatigin and Hissar.* 

While bringing to a close this first period of Baber’s 
eventful life, it may be proper to advert briefly to the 
fate of his uncles the two Khans. After they were re- 
leased by Sheibani Khan, both the brothers retired into 
the desert. The younger Khan, Ahmed or Ilachi, re- 
tired to his own dominions in the east of Moghulistan, 
where he spent a few months. His previous life had 
been a fortunate one; and his late disaster preyed upon 
his mind, and aflected his health. He never regained 
his spirits, and died in the end of the following winter.f 
Haider Mirza relates, that, he had heard from Khwaja 
Taj-ed-din Muhammed, a saintly man, whose family 
were the hereditary Shcikh-ul-Islams of that country, 
that, when the Khan was suffering much from dysentery, 
he had observed to him — that it was reported that Shei- 
bani had caused noxious herbs to be mixed with his 
food ; and that, if such was his highness’s wish, he 


* Baber’s Mem. p. 127.; Tar. 
Resh. f. 12.5. 


f End of winter of a. ii. 909 
probably March, 1501. 
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would procure the precious teriak, or antidote against 
poison, brought from Khita, and would administer it. 
The Khan replied with a sigh ; “ Yes, Shahi Beg Khan 
has indeed poisoned me ; and I will tell you how. From 
a low degree of abasement he has raised himself to 
such a pitch of elevation, that he has been able to make 
us two brothers prisoners, and set us at large again. 
From this disgrace originates the disease that has preyed 
upon my frame. If you know any antidote for a ma- 
lady of that nature, it may be useful.”* 

The death of Sultan Ahmed Khan was, as usual, fol- 
lowed by civil dissensions in Moghulistan. When that 
prince had set out from Aksu to assist his brother on 
the Seihun, he caused his eldest son Mansiir Khan to 
be installed as Khan of the Moghuls ; and now, on his 
father’s death, Mansiir continued to hold that high 
station. His uncle, Sultan Mahmiid, however, who was 
at the time in Moghulistdn, secured the chief power 
among the tribes in the western range of the desert ; 
while Mansiir exercised his authority at Aksu, and in 
the whole territory to the east, as far as ChAlis and 
Terfdn. But Mahmiid’s reign in the western desert 
was not undisturbed. Dissensions and civil wars soon 
broke out. His nephews Said Khan and Khalil Khan, the 
younger brothers of Mansiir, carried on against him a 
harassing warfare, in which defeats were in turn suf- 
fered on both sides, and the success was various. But 
the ardour and activity of his youthful competitors, 
who naturally drew into their ranks the more adven- 
turous spirits of the tribes, in the end secured the as- 
cendancy. Sultan Mahmiid, who was naturally indolent, 
had also much of his father Yiinis Khan’s preference 
for fertile and populous countries ; and, disgusted with 
the hardships and suflferings to which he was exposed, 

* Tar. Resh. ff. 113 — 119-;Ro- erroneously relates the anecdote as 
zet-es-Sefa, voLviL, MS. — Briggs’s of the elder Khan. 

Ferishta, toI. ii. p. 22. Ferishta 
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declared, that the moat wretched situation in Tdshkend 
was better than the sovereignty of Aksu. He retired 
to Betikend in Moghulistiin, where there was some cul- 
tivation. After lingering about five years in the 
country, which was then a prey to civil discord, finding 
himself hard pushed, he finally resolved to throw him- 
self on the protection of Sheibdni. That chief was at 
Herdt when the Khan returned towards his old do- 
minions. The Uzbek was not of a character to expose 
himself to any risk, by harbouring a prince of high 
birth and pretensions, and whose restless disposition 
might cause him future trouble “ I have shown him 
favour once already,” said he ; “ to continue to lavish it, 
would be pernicious to my country.” The Khan was 
accordingly seized at Khojend and put to death with 
five of his sons. The eldest, Sultan Muhammed Sultan, 
who had used every effort to prevent his father from 
putting himself in Sheibdni’s power, did not accompany 
him, but remained in Moghulistdn, and afterwards re- 
paired to Berendiik Khan, and Kdsim Khan, the chiefs 
of the Kaizdk Uzbeks. The succession of Khans of the 
Moghuls was carried on for many years afterwards, in 
the family of the younger Khan, Sultan Ahmed.* 


* Tar. Resh. ff. 84—116. 131. 
The history of the Khans of the 
Moghuls, and of the Amirs of Kash- 
ghar, subsequent to Taimur Togblak 
Khan, is detailed at great length in 
the Taiikhi Reshidi of Haider 
Miiza ; and indeed forms the proper 
subject of the two first books of 
that work. These details are the 
more valuable as the succession of 
the Moghul Khans and of the Amirs 
of Kashghar, from that period, is 
not contained in any other work 
with which I am acquainted ; and 
the learned Deguignes, as has been 
already observed, omits the subject 
from want of materials ; observing, 
that, even the names of the princes 


of Kdshghar, subsequent to Taimur, 
were unknown. Hist, des Huns, 
tom. iv. p. 337. The Tarikhi Re- 
shidi well deserves to be published 
in the original, or translated. It is 
the production of a learned and ac- 
complished man ; and, in the two 
latter parts, of a contemporary, in- 
timately acquainted with the men 
and events that he describes. Cen- 
tral Asia was then in a transition- 
state, which ended in the settlement 
of the Uzbeks in Transoxiana, of 
the Kirghiz confederacy in Moghul- 
istan, and of the Chaghatdi Turks 
in India. The minute details which 
the author gives of his own suffer- 
ings, and of the sufferings of his 
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nearest relations, during the period 
that followed the ascendancy of 
Sheibani Khan in Mawerannaher 
and Khor^san, — of their escapes, 
adventures, successes, and dlscomfl- 
tures, — let us more into the condi- 
tion of the country and feelings of 
the inhabitants of these states and of 
Kashghar at that crisis, than per- 
haps any other monument extant. 
A portion of the last hook relates to 
the history of Kashmir and Hin- 
dustan, and the whole work is inter- 
spersed will) geographical accounts 


of countries, especially to the east ciIAP. HI. 

of hiawerannaher, Ijttle known in 

Europe. The rise and fall of several 
tribes, or associations of tribes, in 
the desert, are recorded with much 
clearness and a perfect acquaintance 
with their external and internal po- 
licy. It would form a most valuable 
accompaniment to the Commenta- 
ries of Baber, which it illustrates in 
every page. The two royal cousins 
are worthy of each other, and do 
honour to their age. 
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"When Baber felt that not a hope of success, or even of 
safety, was left for him, if he persisted in lingering in 
his native kingdom ; and that it was vain to contend 
any longer against the overwhelming superiority of 
Sheibaiii Khan and his Uzbeks ; we have seen that lie 
pitched upon Khorasan as the scene of his futiu’c 
exertions. That kingdom had been governed for nearly 
half a century by Sultan Husein Mi'rza, Baikera, a 
descendant of Talmur Beg, and consequently of Baber’s 
own family. He was the most powerful monarch of 
his time ; and his splendid court was the great resort of 
men of letters, of artists, of military adventurers, and 
of unfortunate princes. At the period when Baber 
set out on his perilous adventure*, in which he was 


* Jlohavrem, a.h. 910, begins 14tli June, a.d. 1504. 
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f.ttenclcd by his two brotliers, as well as by bis cousin 
Mirza Khan, he had onl}^ readied his twenty«second 5’ear. 
Crossing the lofty mountains to the south of Ferghana, 
and having cast a last look on his native country, 
l.e halted some time on the neighbouring frontier, to 
’earn the result of a mission that he had sent forward 
to Khosrou Shah, ivho then ruled the extensive territory 
of Hissar and Kunduz, on which he was entering. 

The fugitive prince’s folloAvers bore every external 
mark of having participated in his long misfortunes. 
They u'ere, as he himself describes them, a motley band of 
between two and three hundred men, most of them on 
foot, miserably dressed and equipped, with brogues on 
their feet, clubs in their hands, and blouses or long 
frocks over their shoulders ; and who carried 011 their 
persons all that they possessed in the world. They had 
only two tents in the whole party; Baber’s own, which he 
gave up to his mother, who also accompanied him, and 
shared his exile and his fortunes ; and an ordinary felt 
tent*, of a kind common among the Tartars, con- 
structed of cross poles, which was easily folded up 
when struck, and as easily unfolded again, to be pitched 
at the next stage, and which served for head-quarters. 
Though bound for Khorasan, the young pi’iiice was not 
without hopes that, in the general confusion which 
prevailed all over the countries on the Amu, something 
lavourable might cast up by the road. Separate ad- 
venturers daily joined his little band ; and brought the 
report, to him by no means disagreeable, that the Tiirki 
and Moghul tribes of Khosrou’s country were in a veiy 
unsettled and discontented state.t 

By the return of his envoy, Baber found that nothing 
was to be looked for from any friendly disposition on 
the part of Khosrou Shah ; but his expectations from 
the migratory tribes were rather confirmed. He ac- 

* llachak. t Babci’s Mem. p. 127. 
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cordingly moved forward; and, as he advanced, was 
met by an ambassador from Khosrou, who, though sent 
under pretence of doing him honour, was in reality 
commissioned to act chiefly as a spy on all his actions, 
and Avho prescribed to him the direction and length of 
each day’s journey, and even the spots where he was to 
halt. Baber complains that though he twice, Avhen in 
distress, passed through the territories of that chief, so 
famous for his liberality to others, he never was a 
sharer of it. And, indeed, it is certain that Khosrou, 
who had formed for himself a powerful principality on 
the ruins of one portion of the empire of the house of 
Taimur, did not feel much pleased at the visit of a 
prince of that family, of high pretensions, and, what to 
a successful usurper was still more alarming, of ac- 
knowledged talents, and warm with all the fire of 
youthful ambition. 

Baber had a fixed abhorrence of Khosrou Shah ; and 
not without reason. Khosrou was originally from 
Tfirkistan, of a Kipchdk tribe. He had been in the 
service of different Tiirki chiefs, and finally of Sultan 
Mahmiid Mirza, one of Baber’s paternal uncles, whom 
he accompanied in the disastrous expedition into Irak, 
in which Sultan Abusaid Mirza, Mahmiid’s father, lost 
his life. In the course of the retreat he did Mahmiid 
most essential service, and gained great influence over 
him. Khosrou accompanied him to Hissar, of which 
that prince became the sovereign; and, on the death of 
Sultan Ahmed Mirza, when Mahmiid succeeded his 
elder brother in Samarkand, Khosrou accompanied him 
to his new capital, where he was his principal minister 
and adviser during his short and unpopular reign in 
that city. On Sultan Mahmiid’s death, Khosrou for 
some time concealed the event, and seized on his 
master’s treasure. But no sooner was the demise of 
the Sultan known, than Khosrou was forced to fly from 
Samarkand, h)'' the popular commotions that ensued, 
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and which were in a partienlar niannor directed against 
himself, as the prime instrament or abettor of his 
master’s gross licentiousness and tyranny. 

Sultan Mahmud, on succeeding to the throne of 
Samarkand, had given the country of Hissar to his 
eldest son, Sultan Masddd Mirza, who had, in con- 
sequence, taken charge of it. Khosrou Shah had 
enjoyed the government of the rich province of Kunduz, 
to the south of the Oxus, before Sultan Mahmiid’s 
death; and even tlicn had already attained such im- 
portance that he numbered not less than five or six 
thousand men among his private retainers. Availing 
himself of favourable circumstances, as they presented 
themselves, he went on increasing his power and teri'i- 
tory ; till he had gained possession of the whole 
country between the Amu and the Hindii-knsh moun- 
tains, and from the mountains of Badakshdn down to 
Balkh ; and drew the revenues of it on his own account. 
He paid great attention to financial matters ; of which, 
says Bdber, though a Tdrk, he understood the details ; 
and he made a liberal use of his wealth.* He was 
fortunate also in his wars. When Sultan Husein Mirza 
of Herdt led an army against Hissdr, Khosrou, as wo 
have seen, bravely maintained himself in Kunduz ; send- 
ing his brother AVali to support Masdiid Mirza on the 
Ilissdr bank of the river. Sultan Husein, though 
baffled for a time, at length found means, by a stratagem, 
to effect the passage of the Amu ; upon which Masdiid, 
seized Avith unreasonable alarm, could not be prevailed 
upon to remain and keep his ground, in his own terri- 
tories, but crossed the hills, and fled to his younger 
brother, Bayesanghar, the Sultan of Samarkand ; while 
Wali, thus deserted, retreated into Khutlan. 

Sultan Husein, finding the field clear, laid siege to 
Ilissiir, a veiy strong fort ; and at the same time sent 


CHAP. I. 


G.iint Kiin- 
(luz, 


A.H. 901, 
A.O. 1496. 


BcpulMIS 

Sultan 

Husein. 


* Biiber’h AJem. p. 31. 



198 


HISTORY OJ? INDIA. 


BOOK II. 


A. II. OOJ, 
A. D. 1 * 107 . 


Ills eldest son, Btidi-ez-zeman Mirza, to attack Khrosrou 
in Kuiiduz. Hissdr, deserted by its sovereign, was 
bravely defended for several months by Baki Chegba- 
nitini, another of Khosrou’s brothers, assisted by some 
ofl0.ccrs of Masdiid. Badi-ez-zemdn, meanwhile, marched 
against Khosrou ; who, on his approach, concentrated 
his force at Kundiiz. The klirza advanced Avithin ten 
or twelve miles of that tOAvn ; upon Avhich Khosrou, 
though inferior in numbers, boldly marched out, and 
offered buttle. This Badi-ez-zemdn declined, and kept 
Avithin his trenches; but soon after, leaving Kunduz 
behind, he advanced Avith his army higher up the 
country to Talikdn. Khosrou despatched detachments 
after him, Avhich watched his movements, gained several 
advantages over him, and straitened his operations by 
repeated skirmishes. The old Sultan, observing how 
matters Avent, began to be uneasy about the result ; 
especially as the spring rains were at hand, Avliich 
Avould render his situation beyond the river uncom- 
fortable, and the passage of it difficult, if not dangerous, 
for his arm}'. He Avas glad, therefore, to save ap- 
pearances by 'agreeing to a peace ; which Avas confirmed 
by the marriage of one of his sons Avith a daughter of 
JNIasaud Mirza. Having thus a pretence for retreating, 
he raised the siege of Hissar ; and, recrossing the Amu, 
directed his efforts against Khosrou Shah, all whose 
detachments he drove in ; and he was preparing to lay 
siege to Kunduz, Avhen, by the mediation of Badi-ez- 
zemaii, a peace Avas concluded; and the prisoners that 
had been taken, on both sides, restored. After this, the 
Sultan bestoAved the gOA'ernraent of Balkh on his son 
Badi-ez-zeman Mirza, and returned to Khordsan.^ 

The success thus obtained against a sovereign so able 
and so poAverful as Sultan Husein, added wonderfully 
to Khosrou Shah’s reputation. When, in the folloAving 
5 'ear, a misunderstanding took place bctAA'’een the Sultan 


* Baber’s Mem. pp. 35 — 30 , 
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iinrl his son, which ended in a civil war, in the course 
of which the Sultan expelled Badi-ez-zemdn from Balkli, 
Khosrou Shah gave the young prince a favourable re- 
ception, and supported him, and ail his followers, in so 
handsome a manner, that, we are told, hardly any 
diflFerence could he perceived between their new style 
of equiijuient and their former one at Herat, the most 
splendid court of the age.* Khosrou having quarrelled 
with Sultan Masaiid, who had returned to Hissar on 
the peace, sent Badi-ez-zemdn Mirza, with two of 
his own brothers, to conquer that country. But this 
having been speedily composed, the j\Iirza, leaving 
Khosrou, crossed the Hazara mountains, and joined 
Zulndn Beg Arghiin in Zemin-dawer. 

It was not long after this that Baber took Samar- 
kand the first time; when Bayesanghar Mirza, driven 
from his throne,^ed through his elder brother Masdud’s 
territories, and sought refuge in Kunduz with Khosrou 
Shah, under whose tuition he had at one time been. 
Khosrou saw the use that could be made of the Mirza, 
as a fit instrument for gratifying his own ambition. 
He despatched an envoy to Sultan Masaiid, proposing 
that they should march in concert, Avith all their forces, 
to retake Samarkand ; and that, Avhen they had con- 
quered it, Masdiid should fix the seat of his government 
in that capital, and give up the inferior principality of 
Hissar to his brother Bayesanghar. By these negoti- 
ations, Masdiid was throAvu completely off his guard ; 
while Khosrou, accompanied by Bayesanghar, advanced 
as if on their route to Samarkand, till they reached 
Cheghanidn near Hissdr, where they halted, under pre- 
tence of Avaiting till they Avere joined by Masaiid and the 
Hissar army. It happened that Masaiid, just at that 
time, had deprived some of his Begs of their jagi'rs or 
estates, a circumstance that had excited A’iolent discon- 
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tent among them ; in consequence of which some of 
them had already left him, and joined Bayesanghdr. 
Khosrou, availing himself at once of this dissatisfaction 
and of the state of thoughtless security into which he 
had lulled Masaild, by a sudden march surprised and 
took possession of the fort of Hissdr. Masafid himself 
escaped with difficulty, and sought refuge with Sultan 
Husein Mu’za in Khorasan. 

After this success, Khosrou placed Bayesanghdr in 
Hissdr ; and bestowed Khutlan, a portion of Masaud’s 
territory, on his own brother, Wali. He then marched 
to invade Sultan Husein’s dominions, that he might 
co-operate with Badi-ez-zeman and Zulimn Beg Arghiin, 
who had revolted in the south. He laid siege to Balkh, 
at the same time sending on Wali to make an inroad 
towards Shiberghan, from which he brought back a 
hundred thousand sheep and three thousand camels. 
Sultan Husein had marched in person towards Kandahdr 
against his rebel son, and had taken Bist ; but, having 
failed to reduce Zulnhn, the powerful chief by whom 
that prince was protected, he found himself compelled 
to retreat. The rebels wei’e encouraged, by the failure 
of this expedition, to hazard a bold enterprise, and 
pushed forward a large body of troops, which had 
nearly taken Herat by surprise. The declining years of 
the Sultan were embittered by the rebellion of his sons, 
and by civil wars. The fugitive Masaiid, meanwhile, 
was well received by Sultan Husein, who gave him one 
of his daughters in marriage; but he had afterwards 
the unaccountable weakness to yield to the solicitations 
of Baki Cheghaniani, Khosrou’s brother, who had taken 
refuge along ivith him in the Court of Herat, to flee 
from that city, without taking leave of the Sultan, his 
father-in-law, and to rejoin Khosrou. 

Khosrou Shah, on the arrival of Masfiud, sent to call 
Bayesanghar Mii’za from Hissar. lie had now in his 
camp three princes of the house of Taimur; Sultan 
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MasMd, the late sovereign of Illssdr ; Bayesanghtlr, his chap. r. 
younger brother, lately Sultan of Samarkand, and now 
the nominal prince of Hissdr; and Mirdn-shah Mirza, 
the son of Ulugh-Beg Mirza, the Sultan of Kabul, who 
had quarrelled with his father, and fled to Khosrou for 
protection. Some of his counsellors advised him to put 
all the three princes to death, and at once to proclaim 
himself an independent sovereign. He did not act 
upon this advice, but Masdiid’s imprudence met with a 
severe punishment ; for Khosrou, soon after, commanded 
his eyes to be put out, and the young prince, no longer 
an object of political jealousy, was carried away by 
some of his faithful foster-brothers and household ser- 
vants to the Court of Herdt. This barbarous act ex- 
cited universal indignation, even in that age of rapine 
and violence ; for Khosrou Shah had been selected by 
his benefactor, the father of the young prince, as the 
governor of this his eldest son, of whom he had had the 
charge from his infant years. After this outrage Khos- 
rou, hypocritically expressing the deepest penitence 
and regret, excused himself to Bayesanghar; protesting, 
in the most emphatic terms, that he had acted in all 
that he had done, only impelled by the imminent 
danger of his own life, as Sultan Masdiid had laid a 
plot to put him to death ; but that, by his whole future 
conduct, he would wipe off the stain brought upon his 
character, and seiwe him as never subject had served 
prince. Having soothed and quieted his alarm by these 
representations, Khosrou proclaimed BayesanghAr king, 
and sent him back to Hissar. He, at the same time, 
despatched a strong auxiliary force along with Mirdn- 
shah Mirza, to forward his views on the side of 
Ktibul.* 

In the following year Khosrou again invited Baye- 
sanghar Mirza to Kunduz, under pretence of making a 
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new attack on Balkli : but, as his plans ivei’C now ripe 
for execution, and his own power firmly established, he 
threw aside all disguise, and caused that amiable and 
accomplished prince to be strangled; after which he 
usurped the sovereignty of the whole country from 
Karatigm to the Kindii kiish mountains, and from 
Balkh to Badakhshan. This power he had already en- 
joyed for about five years, when Biiber arrived for the 
second time in his dominions. When Khosrou Avas at 
the height of his poiver, his army amounted to between 
tAventy and thirty thousand men. He Avas a prince of 
great capacity, liberal to his dependents, fond of shoAV 
and magnificence, an able administrator ; but heartless, 
profligate in his manners, totally unprincipled, and a 
slave to ambition.* 

In marching through the territories of Khosrou Shall, 
Btlber, as has been observed, Avas attended Avith jealous 
Avatchfulncss by that prince’s officers. When he arrived 
at Kabiidiiln, a city on the Amu above Turmez, he Avas 
met by an envoy from Bdki Cheghdiiidni, a younger 
brother of Khosrou, and A\"bo held the government of 
Oheghdnidn, Turmez, and other districts north of the 
river. Bdki, as seems to have been the invariable cus- 
tom of the age, Avas then on indiflTerent terms AAith his 
brother ; and the envoy assured Bdber of his master’s 
readiness to join him, and to acknoAvledge him as his 
sovereign. Bdki himself soon after waited on Bdber, 
Avliile he Avas crossing the Amu at a ferry near Ubdj ; and, 
having conferred Avith him, invited him to move doAvu 
the left bank of the rwer, till he was ojiposite to the 
town of Turmez, Avhere he promised to meet him. 
There Bdki accordingly brought across his whole family, 
and his most valuable property ; and then proceeded, in 
concert Avith Bdber, towards Kahmerd, a district lying 
liigh up in the mountains betAA^een Eibdk and Baiiiian, 
and at that time governed by Ahmed Kasim, a 

Bnbci’b Mem. p. 72. ; p. 31. 
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nephew of Kliosrou. It was the intention of the con- 
federates to deposit their women, and Bdki’s lioavy 
baggage, in Ajer, a fort in that territory ; after which 
they would be free to follow their fortune, wherever it 
might call.* 

The influence of the youthful Baber’s fame and 
family, which Kliosrou had so naturally dreaded, soon 
began to be felt. Every day, while on their inarch, 
they Avere joined by men of note, Avho deserted from 
iihosrou, and Avho brought assurances that all the 
Moghuls in his serAucc, a numerous and powerful body, 
only Avaited a favourable opportunity to declare for 
Baber. It happened that, at this crisis, all the wander- 
ing tribes in that country, of every race, Avere dissatis- 
fled Avith Kliosrou ; though the leading causes of the 
general disorganisation that prevailed Avere assuredly 
the terror inspired by the rapid progress and conquests 
already made by Sheibani and his Uzbeks, and their 
advance tOAvards Hissdr. 

Sheibani, after the reduction of Andejaii and the 
death of Tambol, returned to Samarkand. There he 
Avas occupied for some time in preparations for reducing 
llissiir, and for attacking the dominions of Khordsan. 
Ilis army, by the addition of the Moghuls, Avas iioav 
nearly doubled; and the experience of the preceding 
Avinter had convinced him, that he Avould have little 
trouble with Kliosrou, “ Avliom he could drive aAvay like 
a fly from its dish by a Avave of the hand.” He marchcrl 
first to Hissar, Avhicli Avas bravely defended by Shiram, 
Ohehreh, a servant of Khosrou’s. Sheibani in person 
superintended the operations of the siege ; and Shiram 
after a time, surrendered by capitulation, on the pro- 
mise of being alloAved to leave the place in safety ; a 
promise that was faithfully observed, f 

While the siege Avas going forward, Sheibani ordered 
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liis brother Mahmiid Sultan* to take what number of 
men he chose, and advance against Kunduz. It was 
the stronghold of Khosrou, who, for many years past, 
had been filling it with magazines of provisions and 
militaiy stores, as well as treasure, and had loudly 
proclaimed that he had laid up such abundance of 
eveiything, that, if all else failed, he could at least de- 
fend himself for twenty years in the castle of Kunduz. 
In the midst of this boastful trifling, news arrived that 
Sheibani was besieging Hissdr, and that Mahmiid Sultan 
was on his march to cross the Amu. That same hour, 
abandoning all his stores and preparations, he packed 
up his treasure and such of his valuables as were at 
hand, and fled in dismay from the tovTi, to seek shelter 
and safety in the recesses of the neighbouring moun- 
tains. Hardly had he quitted Kunduz, when Mulla 
Muhammed Tiirkestsini, one of his old and confidential 
servants, took possession of it, and declared for Sheib- 
dni ; and, two days after, Mahmiid Sultan arrived and 
occupied it with his army.t 
After the surrender of Hissar, and when news of the 
reduction of Kunduz had reached him, Sheibani, having 
committed the government of Hissdr to Khamzeh 
Sultan, and of Cheghd,nidn to Mehdi Sultan, began to 
march leisurely home. As the direct road by the 
Derbend Ahenein (the Iron Gate)J was narrow and 
difficult for so numerous an army, incumbered with 
plunder, he led his troops by way of Buycli and Tur- 
mez ; an easier though more circuitous road. An in- 
cident that occurred on this occasion, and which is 
illustrative of the character of Sheibani, may be best 
given in the words of Sultan Said Khan, a son of the 

* The Alim-Arai-Abasi calk f Tar. Resh. f. 121.; Baber, 
Mahmiid Sultan the uncle of Shei- p. 130 . 
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younger Khan, and afterwards a very distinguished chap. i. 
ruler of Kashghar, who was then a prisoner at large in 
Sheihani’s camp. “ After we reached Buyeh, I was 
sitting one day about noon in the Audience Pavilion. 

It was before people had come in any numbers, and 
only a few were present, composed chiefly of the Khan’s 
immediate servants and dependents, when a man ar- 
rived in great haste with a face of terror and dismay, 
and laid a letter at the foot of the dignified throne. 

While he was engaged in reading the letter, a great 
change came over him. He rose up before he had 
finished it, and retired into the Haram, commanding 
his horse to be brought. He made some stay in the 
private ajiartments, which he left after noon-tide prayers 
and mounted. Great numbers attended him. It be- 
came known that Mahmud Sultan had died at Kunduz, 
and that they were bringing his body. After he had 
left the camp and advanced to a distance, we saw a 
great crowd, as of mourners covered with black and 
drowned in grief and lamentation, who had laid down 
the bier and were standing behind it in rows. On 
perceiving this he made a sign, and all the Sultans and 
others dismounted and came to attend him. The men 
who have been mentioned raised a cry of mourning ; 
and those on our side also raised a shout of sorrow. 

As he approached nearer he made another sign, when 
all the men who were with him formed themselves into 
a line and stood still, while he rode forward alone, till 
his horse’s head was over the bier. He made another 
sign, when all became silent; and the men who had 
attended the bier, ceased from tearing their clothes and 
beards. He then called one of Mahmiid Khan’s Amirs, 
and asked him such questions as are usual at ceremo- 
nies of mourning, when he remained silent for about 
an hour*, showing no alteration in his visage and ut- 
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toriiig DO groan or .Mgh. After tliis lie raised up his 
head and said, ‘ ’Twas well that Mahmi'id should die. 
Meu said, the power of Shahi Beg is supported by 
jMahmtid. Now let it be known that Shahi Beg de- 
pends on no man. Carry him away, and bury liim.’ 
All were filled with astonishment at his sternness and 
composure. The death of Mahmiid Sultan, Moghul, 
was a severe loss, as he was in every respect a thorough 
]\Ioghul.”* Sheibani, who never rested, and who no 
sooner accomplished one undertaking than he prepared 
for another, on his return to Samarkand, got everything 
in readiness for attacking Khwfirazm, which belonged 
to Khorasdn. 

Meanwhile Baber, having executed his intention of 
marching to Ajer, rested there a few days. The neivs 
of Sheibdni’s advance to Hissdr had not yet reached 
him ; and it was still doubtful in what direction the de- 
structive toiTcnt was about to flow. While lying there, 
he received letters from Sultan Husein llli'rza of Herdt, 
which grieved and alarmed him. That powerful pi'ince, 
the only one who was now equal to meet the Uzbeks in 
the field, instead of concentrating his force for active 
operations, proposed to confine his exertions merely to 
the passive defence of the banks of the Murghdb, and 
of the line of fortresses that lay along the bottom of 
the Parapamisan hills ; and invited Baber and Khosrou 
Shah to adopt a similar defensive plan of operations. 
This, Baber believed, must prove not only totally in- 
efficient, but ruinous. But hoiie sprang up to him 
from another quarter. The Moghuls in Khosrou’s 
service, who were encamped near Talikan, a powerful 
and fickle tribe, had openly quarrelled with him. Baber, 
to be at hand to take advantage of this occurrence, 
leaving in the fort of Ajer such of his men and horses 
as had been worn out by the fatigues of his long 


♦ Tar. Resli. f. 130. 
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journey, Avith the families and baggage of Biiki and 
of some Aimiiks avIio had recently joined him, set 
out to retrace the hill- road by which he had advanced . 

As he proceeded, various reports of the deepest 
interest reached him in rapid succession. He soon 
learned that the Moghuls Avere in full march from 
Talikan, by Ishkemish, on their way to meet him. As 
he advanced on his route, the farther information ar- 
rived, that Shoibdni and his brother Avcre hastening to 
Hissilr and Kunduz; and he soon after received the 
important intelligence that Khosrou Shah, believing 
that in the present distracted state of his affairs, and 
Aveakened as his army Avas by intrigue and defection, 
he had no chance of resisting so powerful an enemy as 
Sheibani, had abandoned Kunduz, Avhich was immedi- 
ately taken possession of, by the Uzbeks; and that 
noAV that chief had Avithdrawn from his dominions, and 
Avas on his march for Kdbul, Aidth such of his troops as 
still adhered to him. When Baber reached the Surkh- 
db, a river which flows through deep valleys by Doshi 
and KUnduz, and one branch of which rises near Kah- 
merd, he was met at length by the Moghuls of Hissdr 
and Kunduz, who, to the number of three or four 
thousand families, joined his camp, and acknoAAdedged 
him as their sovereign.* 

Khosrou, Avho had adA'anced from Kunduz, by Ghiiri, 
on his road to Kabul, by the deep and narroAV A'alleys 
of that mountainous tract, now found himself not far 
distant from Baber’s encampment. Though still at- 
tended by a large body of troops, he perceived that the 
game was up. Seeing no hope of success from meeting 
his adversary in arms, he sent to propose an accom- 
modation. To this Baber was prevailed upon by Baki, 
Khosrou’s brother, to agree; and a compromise aa'os 
entered into ; by Avhich, on Khosrou’s resigning all his 
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territories, his life and his private property were se- 
cured to him. Baber now marched down the Surkhab, 
to its confluence with the Anderab, which he crossed 
and encamped in the district of Doshi. Khosrou, 
whose camp was not far otF, here waited upon Bdber, 
who received him, seated under a tall palm-tree. 
Having made his submission, as to his superior lord, 
he returned back to his quartei's. AVhen the con- 
ference was over, Baber, whose abhorrence of Khosrou 
was as deep as it was just, ordered his treasurer to 
send back the treasure, horses, and whatever else had 
been presented to him, just as they were ; although, 
says our author, the king had only one horse suitable for 
a person of his rank, and that was used by his mother.’^ 
But the blow was struck. The act of submission, of a 
chief so haughty as Khosrou, sufficiently explained to 
the world the extent of his humiliation ; and, that same 
day, even those adherents who till now had remained 
faithful to him, began to desert, and passed over in 
crowds to Bdber ; so that, before the evening of the 
following day, hardly a man of any consequence re- 
mained in his camp. Without loss of time Khrosrou, 
having loaded a number of mules and camels with his 
jewels, gold and silver plate, and other valuables, — for 
he was celebrated among the chiefs of the time for his 
wealth and magnificence,— set out for Khordsdn, under 
the protection of a guard furnished him by Baber. 
Some part of his least portable property was probably 
left behind, and fell into the hands of Baber’s followers f ; 
as well as the whole of his mDitary equipments, horses, 
and arms ; of which the young king took possession. 
It was not one of the least remarkable of the numerous 
reverses of fortune in that unsettled period, that a prince, 
who, but a few days before, had had at his command 

I Baber, which is inconsistent 

T Khafi Khan speaks of much with that prince’s narrative, as well 
treasure and rich jewels acquired as with that of the Tan'khi Reshidi. 
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twenty or thirty thousand troops, was obliged to avail 
himself of the protection of a youth who had so lately 
entered his territories as a 'fugitive and a wanderer, 
with not three hundred naked and unarmed folloAvers* 

On the evening of the interview with Khosrou Shah, 
Baber’s cousin, Mirza Khan, the only surviving son of 
Sultan Mahmiid Mirza, Khosrou’s old master, and the 
brother of the two unfortunate princes, one of whom 
had been put to death, and the other blinded, by Khosrou, 
came into Baber’s presence with his charge of murder ; 
and claiming the retaliation of blood, as allowed by the 
Muhammedan law. But Baber, deeply as he detested 
Khosrou, pleaded his faith, pledged by the convention, 
as a ground for sending him away in safety ; and, by 
expressing the most heartfelt sympathy for the Mirza 
and his 'wrongs, soothed his wounded feelings, and pre- 
vailed upon him to desist from his legal claim of 
blood, f 

From the time that Baber was joined on tlie Amu by 
Baki Cheghaniani, that nobleman became his chief 
minister and adviser. He now strongly urged Baber 
to send away his brother, Jehaugir Mirza, into Khorasan ; 
representing to him, that, in the confusion in which the 
whole country then was, with a number of diffei’ent chiefs 
all striving for pre-eminence, that prince would certainly 
be pitched upon, by some ambitious man, as a con- 
venient person to be set up in opposition to himself. 
But, whatever truth Baber saw in these remonstrances, 
the generous feelings by which he never ceased to be 
animated, prevailed. Though almost from the hour 
when he first mounted the throne Jehangir had been 
set up against him as a rival, and had even deprived 
him of his hereditary kingdom, he resolved, whatever 
had been the jealousies and heartburnings which had 

* Baber, pp. 129—131. ; Tar. f Baber, p. 132 . ; Tar. Kesh. 
Resb. ff. 125, 126. £.126. 
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formerly existed between them, on these accounts, or 
whatever the prospect of future feuds likely to arise 
from the same source, that he would not treat with un- 
kindness a brother who had left his country to accom- 
pany him in his exile. He acknowledges, however, 
that everything happened precisely as Baki had pre- 
dicted. At the same time, at Baki’s solicitation, 
Kamber Ali Moghul, Jehanglr’s chief adviser, was sent 
away from the camp.* 

Although Baber’s force had been so much increased 
by the numbers of Khosrou Shah’s followers who had 
joined him, and especially by the accession of the 
Moghuls, — a brave, though turbulent race, — he did not 
venture to return back towards Kunduz or Hissdr, 
where he must have measured his strength in an 
unequal contest with the Uzbeks, who were rapidly 
spreading over Ml the country between the Ama and 
the Hindii-kiish mountains. A detachment of them, 
which had penetrated into the hills, was at that very 
moment ravaging the territory of Doshi, not far from 
Bdber’s camp. Baber had lost nothing of his hatred 
of his inveterate foe; nor had adverse circumstances 
damped his activity. A party of horse that he sent out 
fell upon these plunderers, routed them, and brought 
in a number of their heads. But he saw that in the 
present condition of his own affairs, and in the dis- 
organised state of the country in which he was, it was 
not possible to offer any resistance on a large scale to 
the progress of the invader ; that it was necessary to 
yield to circumstances ; and Avould be prudent, for a 
time, to interpose the barrier of a mountain range be- 
tween him and his victorious enemy. Kabul seemed 
to offer a more promising field for his exertions. His 
cousin, Abdal-rizdk, the king of the country, had only 
recently been expelled by Mokim, a son of Zulniin 


* Baber, pp. 128. 130 — 132. 
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Al’ghlin, whose govemrneut was probably still unsettled, cuap. t. 
Having, therefore, divided among his troops the arms ^ ^ 
and armour which Khosrou had left behind him in his 
camp, among which were eight hundred coats of mail, 
and suits of horse-furniture, he set out with ardour 
upon his new enterprise. 

For some days he pursued his toilsome march among 
the precipices, and over the steep and painful passes by 
which the Hindii-kiish mountains are crossed. Having 
sunnounted the northern ascent, he proceeded to 
descend by Ghurbend. On reaching Ushter-shchr, he 
learned that Shirkeh Arghun, a favourite officer of 
Mokim Arghun, had taken post with a considerable force 
on the Danin river, for the purpose of intercepting any 
fugitives or auxiliaries who might attempt, by the route 
of Penjshir, to join Abdal-inzak, the expelled monarch, 
who was then in Lamghan ; and that he was still quite 
ignorant of their approach. Upon this Ddber resolved 
to march forward for the purpose of surprising him. 

He set out in the afternoon, and rode all night. The 
appearance of the stars of the southern hemisphere 
showed that be had entered upon another clime. “ Till 
this time,” says ho, “ I had never seen the star Soheil 
(Canopus) ; but on reaching the top of the hill, Soheil 
appeared below, bright in the south. I said, ‘ This 
cannot be Soheil.’ They answered, ‘ It is indeed 
Soheil.’ Bald Cheghaniani repeated the couplet [^of 
an eminent Persian poet] : — 

“ ‘ 0 Soheil ! how far dost thou shine, and where dost thou rise ? 

Thine eye is an omen of good fortune to him on whom it falls.’ ” 

“ The sun,” continues Baber, “ was a spear’s length 
high, when we reached the foot of the valley of Senjed.” 

The troops in advance fell in with Shirkeh, below Kara- 
bagh ; instantly attacked him, and kept harassing him 
with a skirmishing fight, till reinforcements came up, 

when the whole detachment charged and routed his 
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troops, and made him. and some of his best men pri- 
soners.* 

When Khosrou Shah retired from Kundiiz, he seems 
to have set out attended only by his household and 
regular troops, without incumbering himself with the 
irregulars and the wandering tribes whe Avere in his 
service, Avith some of Avhom, indeed, he had quarrelled. 
The various tribes, Avhich differed from each other in 
race and in manners, formed, Avith the irregulars, five 
or six separate bodies. Of these, the Moghuls, Ave have 
seen, joined Baber. The others also hastened to cross 
the mountains, to try their fortune in a more favour- 
able region, Tavo bodies, — one of them the Hazdras of 
the Desht or Avilds, Avho had advanced by the Penjshir 
pass, Avhile Baber had taken that of Kipchak ; another 
consisting of some clansmen of Yusef and Behlul Ayub, 
— noAv arrived and joined the king beloAv Senjed, Other 
two divisions, — the one from Khutldn, under Wali, 
Khosrou’s brother ; the other composed of Nukderis and 
Aimdks who had ranged about in Kundiiz, — advanced 
up from the lower countries by the Anderab and Seirdb, 
intending also to pass by the defiles of Penjshir. The 
Aimaks, Avho reached Seirab before Wali’s division, took 
possession of the defiles, attacked, defeated, and plun- 
dered Wall’s troops as they came up, and forced Wali 
himself to fly back to the Uzbeks, by whom he was sent 
to Sheibtini, avIio made his head be struck off in the 
public market of Samarkand, Both the Aimdks and 
the scattered remnants of Wall’s force noAv arrived and 
joined Baber, Avho marched doAvn to Akserdi near Kara- 
bagh, twelve or fourteen miles Avest of Kdbul. The 
number of Khosrou’s fighting men of various classes 
Avho joined Bdber, is said to have amounted to twenty 
thousand.! 

Bdber, observing the motley composition of his ncAV 


* Baber's Mem. p. 133. 


f Tar. Resh. f. 126, 



LIFE OF 213 

army, made up principally of liereditary marauders, chap. i. 
who, while in Khosrou’s service, had been indulored in TiT. 
the most unlimited extent of licentious violence and whom he 
plunder, resolved, in justice to the peaceful and more 
civilised inhabitants of the country on which he was 
entering, to take the first opportunity to check these 
excesses, and to reduce his followers under the rules of 
discipline. Nor was an occasion long wanting. An 
active retainer of Sidim Ali Derban a IlazAra chief, 
having carried off a jar of oil by force, from one of the 
inhabitants, was ordered to be seized and beaten with 
sticks, according to the practice of the country. Ho 
expired under the punishment; and this prompt and 
stem example, joined to an assurance of Baber’s deter- 
mination to defend the natives from oppression, at once 
put an end to such practices. But the want of a na- 
tional force, and the necessity of employing bodies of 
banded adventurers of different tribes, was always one 
of the great difficulties which BAber had to encounter ; 
and, on several occasions in the course of his future 
career, exposed him to the most imminent danger.* 

As KAbul was now so close at hand, it became neces- Encamps 
sary to decide upon some plan of operations. Some of 
his officers were of opinion, that, as the season was far 
spent, it was most advisable to go doivn to LemghAn, 
to pass the winter there, and make up their minds at 
leisure as to future operations. BAki CheghAniAni, on 
the other hand, advised him at once to march upon the 
capital, and this advice he adopted ; in consequence of 
which the camp was once more moved one stage for- 
Avard, and pitched in the park or meadow of Ama, close 
by KAbul. 

Here BAber was joined by his mother, and by the Joined by 
families of his troops that had been left at Ajer. When 
he set out for KAbul, he had commissioned his mother’s 


* Baber's Mem. pp. 132 — 134. 
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aTTmh Khordsan ; after which he was to 

return by Ajer, and to bring on the household. But 
Shiram had not gone far when he discovered that 
Ivhosrou was no longer under his control; and his 
prisoner, instead of proceeding on his journey, insisted 
on accompanying him back to Kahmerd. On reaching 
that place, Ahmed Kasnn, the governor, was induced 
by his uncle Khosrou to behave very harshly to the 
families that had been left in the district. Many of 
them were Moghuls, who were not disposed to submit 
quietly; and, in concert with Shiram Taghai, laid a plan 
for seizing both Khosrou and his nephew ; who, having 
discovered the plot, fled by the valley of Ajer towards 
Khordsan. Thus relieved of all apprehensions from 
Ivhosrou, the detachment left Ajer with the families 
under their charge. But they had new dangers to 
encounter ; for, the clans that inhabit the hills, roused 
by the rich booty presented to their rapacity, were all 
in arms to seize and plunder the numerous stragglers, 
and bands that were now crossing the mountains in 
every direction, from Kunduz and the north ; and had 
occupied all the passes. The detachment from Ajer, 
with its convoy, going on by Kahmerd, shared the 
common danger. Many followers both of Baber and 
of Buki were made prisoners ; others were pillaged and 
dispersed. Biiber’s family and honshold, however, 
made their way by the Kipchak pass, and, after many 
dangers and distresses, at length reached him at Ama. 
Besieges Irom Ama, BAbcr next proceeded to the meadow of 
x.'ibui. Chtlh'ik ; and, having now dctci’mined upon the siege of 

Kdbul, he made the army take up its ground on the 
different sides of the city.* 

state of the The country of Kabul, the conquest of which Bdber 
kingdom, now detei’iniued to attempt, was hardly more tranquil 

* Baber's Mem. pp. ISi, 135. 



LIFE OF bIbER. 

flian the miserable and plundered provinces -which he 
had left behind ; though from a different cause. After 
Sultan Abusai'd’s death in Irak, Ulugh Beg Alirza, Ka- 
buli, one of his sons, and Baber’s uncle, became Sultan 
of Kdbul and Ghazni; and had continued to govern 
these kingdoms till his death, which occurred about 
three years before Baber made his appearanee on the 
south of the Hindu -kiish. 

That prince was succeeded by his son Abdal-riziik 
jMi'rza. What became of his other son, ]\liran-shah 
Mh’za, wham we have seen a few years before in his 
father’s lifetime, and in arms against his authority, we 
are not told. Abdal-rizak being young, his minister 
Shii’am Ziker* ruled him and his terintories with abso- 
lute power, and might really be said to have usui'ped 
the govermnent; an occurrence at this period common 
to all the different descendants of the family of Taimur, 
who, educated for a tlu'one in ease and effeminacy, were 
kept away from that knowledge of men and things 
which could alone qualify them to fill it with honour. 

Shiram did not long maintain his ascendency. The 
court of the young prince soon became a scene of faction 
and intrigue. A conspiracy was formed against the 
minister by some of the first men among the nobles, 
who suddenly entered the capital with three hundred 
followers and murdered him as he was sitting at table 
in the Presence-Hall of the palace, at a great Muham- 
medan festival, when he had enjo5’'cd his power about a 
twelvemonth. But, as none of the conspirators was so 
much more distinguished than the rest as to enable 
him to take a decided lead, the kingdom on this event 
became a prey to all the evils of anarchy. 

Encouraged by this state of affairs, Muhammed ]\Io- 
1dm (a son of Zulnun Arghdn, the governor or rather 
ruler of Kandahdr), who held for his father the Germ- 
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Sir, (a considerable province on the Helinend,) supported 
by the Hazaras, — ivho inhabit the hills that lie along the 
upper course of that river, nearly as far as Kabul, and 
who were much attached to his father, — passed secretly 
through that mountainous tract, after a rapid march 
appeared suddenly before Kabul, and made himself 
master of the toivn. Abdal-rizak Mirza fled, and found 
refuge among the Tnrkolani Afghans in Lamghan ; 
while JMoldm, with little opposition, occupied the king- 
doms of Ghazni and Kabul ; and soon after, to assist in 
consolidating liis power, married the daughter of Ulugh 
Beg Mirza, the late Sultan. Mokim’s father, Zulniin Beg, 
when informed of what had happened*, wrote to his 
son, disapproving of the enterprise ; but at the same 
time advising him, as the best means of retaining the 
acquisition he had made, to be ever watchfully on his 
guard, and especially to retain none of the old nobles 
of K^bul about him. In compliance with this advice, 
Mokim dismissed most of the old officers, and filled their 
places with creatures of his own. Abdal-rizak made 
several unsuccessful attempts to recover his father’s 
dominions ; and Mokim still continued to govern them, 
when Baber descended from the northern mountains 
and invested his capital.f 

The advance and attack of Biibcr being wholly unex- 
pected, Mokim had made no provision against such an 
event ; and, from the suddenness with which the town 
and castle were blockaded, he found himself totally un- 
provided with the means of supporting a siege. The 
citizens, too, were all in favour of Baber. Mokim there- 
fore saw no hopes of safety but in a capitulation, which 
soon followed, and by which it was stipulated that he, 
his family, and followers, were to march out with their 
effects, and to be permitted to return home uninjured. 

The author of the Tarfkhi Sind he was on the Amu with Badi-ez- 
makes the news of Mokim’s con. zeman, f. QO. v. 
quest reach his father, Zulnun, when f Bdber’s Mem. ; Tarikhi Sind. 
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The place was accordingly stirrendered after a siege of 
only a few clays.* Although BAber had placed Mokhn 
and his family under the protection of his own hous- 
hold troops and servants, commanded by his two brothers, 
whom he had ordered to guard them as they left the 
town, yet such was the violence and crowding of his 
unruly followers, pushing forward, eager to plunder 
the rich prey which Mokim’s baggage was supposed to 
oifer, that the Sultan himself was hastily sent for to 
appease the tumult; and this he could not accomplish 
till he had ordered several of those most active in the 
sedition to be shot by his archers, and others to be 
sabred. This constant determination in the young 
prince to maintain discipline and to prevent pillage, 
though it endeared him to his subjects, had not the 
same effect upon his needy and rapacious followers. 
Mokim, after this exercise of authority in his behalf, 
proceeded on his march, and arrived safe in his own 
government. And thus Baber, in the beginning of 
October, a.d. 1504, little more than three months after 
leaving, as a houseless exile, his little kingdom of Fer- 
ghdna, saw himself sovereign of the far more extensive 
and powerful kingdoms of Kdbul and Ghazni. f 

The kingdom of Kabul which thus fell into the 
power of Bdber, which became his favourite residence 
during the greater part of his future life, and which 
for two centuries remained annexed to the empire of 
India, was by no means so extensive as that whicli, 
under the recent Afghan dynasty, has passed under 
that name. It was confined to the provinces of Kabul 
and Ghazni, and has been described with great minute- 
ness and accuracy of detail by Baber himself in his 
invaluable commentaries. It consisted chiefly of a very 
elevated table-land, rising at an average about six 

* End of Rebi ii., a. h. t)10, f Baber, pp. 135, 136. 
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thousand feet above the level of the sea; and was 
bounded, on the north, by the lofty Ilindu-kiish moun- 
tains ; on the west, by them and by the range which 
runs between the flindu-kiish and Khorasan ; on the 
east, by those mountains which run from the lofty 
peak of Sefid-koh, to the 'cast of Gurdiz, past Sir-efzii 
and the sources of the Gomal, towards the plain of 
Ab-istildeh, supporting the lofty table-land of Ghazni 
and Kabul ; and, on the south, on which side its limits 
are indistinctly marked, being probably bounded by 
the hills that enclose the basin of the Ab-istadeh lake. 
Even over this extent, the inhabitants of the plains and 
cultivated valleys alone yielded a regular submission. 
The hills were, in general, inhabited by independent 
and refractory tribes or clans, as were also some parts 
of the more desert plains ; insomuch that even the high 
road between Khbul and Jagdalak, which formed the 
chief coinmuincation between the country of Kabul and 
the I’ich province of Lamghtin, PeshaAver, and the 
Indus, AVfis infested by hostile and predatory tribes 
within a day’s journey of the capital,* 

The kingdom appears, at that period, to have com- 
prehended ; I. the long and narroAV plains running 
nearly from south to north from Ghazni to Kdbul ; 

II. the valleys that run AvestAvard into the Para- 
paraisan mountains, especially that of Koh-ddraan ; 

III. the Kohistan or Highlands of Kabul, Avhich lie 
to the north and north-Avest of that city, chiefly beyond 
the Ghurbend and Kabul rivers, and Avhich are formed 
of the high and Ioav lands of Ghurbend, Pcnjshir, and 
KijroAv, that run along the slope of the hills, and deep 
under the precipitous heights of Hindu-kiish. IV. 
Ijamghan or Laghmdn, divided into tAVO parts by the 
Kabul river, ’fhe portion on the north contained the 
valleys of Alishing and Alingdr, that also run among 


* Baber’s Mem. pp. 232 — 278. 
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the mountains of the Hindii-kilsh rouge, and uniting, 
form that of Mandraur, Avhich opens on the Kdbul 
river. The portion on the south of that river contained 
the great district of Kang-nihdr, which, besides its ample 
extent to the south, stretches down the deep descent of 
the mountains that buttress the table-land of Eabul, 
and comprehends, in its lower extent, the rich and 
Avarm valley of Adina, noAV JehiUlb.'id. Besides these 
districts which lie on the Kabul river, the province of 
Lamghan Avas considered as comprehending Ivnncr and 
Kiirgil, AA'ith Dera-Niir and Cheghan-seriii, AV’hich lie on 
the Cheghanserdi river. But Lamghan- Proper Avas 
strictly held to be confined to the divisions north of 
the Kabul river, and to be bounded by it and the 
Cheghanserdi rivers on the south and cast. V. Lohger 
and some districts to the south of Lanighdn. 

Such being the restricted limits of Kdbul and Ghazni, 
all the tevritoi’y betAveen Cheghdnserdi and the Sind, 
such as Bajour, SAvdd, Peshdwer, &c — Avere excluded. 
I'liesc wore districts Avhich had not long been occupied 
by the Afghans. The Avhole extent of country reach- 
ing from the eastern limits assigned to Kdbul as far as 
the Indus, Avest and cast, and from the lower Kdbul 
river bcloAV Adina to the countries of SiAvi and Sind, 
north and south, — a tract Avhicli seems to have been the 
original seat of the Afghdns, — ^ aa-os also excluded. Both 
these divisions AA'ere, at this period, inhabited by tribes 
principally Afghdns ; though, toAvards the north, and at 
the roots of the Ilindii-kiish range, several of the 
aboriginal tribes still remained nearly independent 
under their hereditary native chieftains. Indeed, though 
the Sultans of Ghazni and Kdbul, Avhen in the height 
of their poAX'er, had claimed them as subjects, and 
rendered them tributory, yet, beyond the occasional 
compulsory payment of tribute, the subjection both of 
these tribes and of the Afghdns of the Avilds 
mountains, had been little more than nominalj 
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To the west of Kdbul were the Hindii-kush and 
Hazdra mountains, of which the latter extended to 
Khorasdn near Herdt. They also were principally in- 
habited by independent tidbes ; on the south and south- 
east by the Hazaras, a brave and numerous race ; and 
on the north and north-west by the Aimdks, who, like 
the Ilazdras, were wanderers and shepherds. The latter 
tribe held the tract from Zemin-ddwer up the Hel- 
mend to the lofty mountain of Koh-Bdba, west of Kdbul, 
with the hills immediately to the south of that line ; 
the Aimdks held the country on the north of the Ha- 
zdras, from near Bamidn towards Herdt. It would 
seem that the Nukderis, who were Aimdks or allied to 
them, occupied the mountains between Zemin-ddwer 
and Herdt, on the south-west range towards Farra. 

Kandahdr and the neighbouring provinces, to the 
south, acknowledged the sovereignty of Sultan Ilusein 
Mirza of Herdt ; but were in reality governed, nearly as 
an independent state, by Zdlniin Beg Arghdn and his 
family; who had also acquired great influence among 
many of the hill-tribes to the north. 

The towns and richer plains of the Kdbul territory 
were inhabited and cultivated by Tdjiks, who spoke the 
Persian tongue, and who, if not of Persian extraction, 
had at least been, in ancient times, for centuries under 
the Persian monarchy. The hills, with which the whole 
country abounded, were occupied by Hazaras, Afghdns, 
and other unsettled tribes, who sometimes possessed, 
and always infested, the j)lains and high-roads. The 
tribes in whose range lay the long and difficult passes 
between India and the upper country, considered them 
as part of their revenue; and when they did not 
plunder, levied taxes or contributions on caravans and 
travellers, in the same manner as is done by the Arabs 
of the desert. 

The diversity of the inhabitants of those tracts, and 
of their languages, is well described by Baber. “ In 
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the country of Kdbul,” says he, “ there are many and 
various tribes. Its valleys and plains are inhabited by 
Turks, Aimaks, and ArabSi In the city, and the greater 
part of the villages, the population consists of Tajiks. 
Many others of the villages and districts are occupied 
by Pashdis, Perdchis, Tiijiks, Berekis, and Afghdns. In 
the hill-country to the west, reside the Hazdras and 
Nukderis. Among the Hazara and Kukdori tribes are 
some who speak the Moghul language.* In the hills 
to the north-east lies Kaferistdn, and such countries as 


* That intelligent and succeasful 
traveller^ Sir Alexander Burnes, takes 
notice of the peculiar appearance of 
the Hazaras, whom he met with in 
his journey from Kabul to Khulm. 
“ The Hazaras,” says he, “ are a 
simple-hearted people, and differ 
much from the Afghdn tribes. In 
physiognomy they more resemble 
the Chinese, with their square faces 
and small eyes. They are Tartars 
by descent, and, one of tlieir tribes 
is now called Tatar-Haziira. There 
is a current belief that they bestow 
their wives on their guests, which 
is certainly erroneous. The n omen 
have great influence, and go un- 
veiled.” Burnes's Travels, vol. ii. 
p. 1S3., and iii. p. 224'. 

An account of the origin of the 
Aimaks, of Moghul race, is given 
in the Shajrat-ul-Atrak. During 
the invasion of Chengiz Khan, 
Sultan Rukn-ed-din, a son of Sultan 
Muhammed Khwarazm-Shah, gal- 
lantly defended the strong fortress 
of Firuz-Koh, in the hills east of 
Herat, against a powerful army 
commanded by IIulaku-Khan, the 
grandson of Chengiz, for a period 
of six months. “ It is related that 
when Hulaku left his grandfather 
to proceed by the road of Pasi-koh 
to Firuz-koh, from the rugged and 
stony nature of the country, and 
the steepness and difficulty of the 


hills, many of his horses were so 
knocked up that they could not 
move a foot, insomuch that he was 
obliged of necessity to leave them 
behind, appointing however a de- 
tachment composed of men out of 
each divisiou to take care of them, 
with orders not to quit the place 
until he returned. When, six 
months after, the fort of Firdz-koh 
was taken, as well as Bukn-ed-din, 
its brave defender, Tuli Khan, Hu- 
Idku’s father, arrived in Khorasdn, 
and Hulaku went by the route of 
Chislit Safian and Ubek to meet 
him, and the men were forgotten. 
These people, not daring to leave 
their station without a yarligh or 
mandate, continued to dwell there; 
and took women and girls from the 
neighbouring Hazaras, with whom 
they contracted marriages; so that, 
in a short time, they had a nume- 
rous issue and descendants ; and 
that tract became known as Muri 
Saturgai ; mtiri, in the Moghul 
language, signifying a horse, and 
saturgai, lame ; being so called in 
memory of their settling there.” 
Shajrat-ul-Atrak, MS. They were 
called Aimaks from the Moghul and 
Turk! word signifying Tribes, It 
is easy to see how they are some- 
times called Aimaks, sometimes 
Hazaras. 
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1 S 04 . There are eleven or twelve different languages spoken 
in Kdbul ; Arabic, Persian, Tiirki, Moghuli, Hindi, 
Afghdni, Pashdi, Pardchi, Geberi, Bereki, and Lamghdni. 
It may bo doub(,ed whether so many distinct races, and 
different languages, can be found in any other country.” * 
— “ The various districts of Kabul lie amidst mountains 
Avhich push out like so many mounds, with the valleys 
and level plains expanding between them ; and the greater 
part of the villages and of the population is found on 
these intermediate spaces.” I 

Though the country of Kdbul lies chiefly between 
the 32“ and 35° of north latitude, yet, from the great 
height even of the valleys above the sea, the climate is 
temperate, and allowed to be one of the most delightful 
in the world. Kdbul abounds in rich pasture and in 
delicious fruits, and is remarkable for its profusion of 
flowers. Though possessing some fertile arable country, 
it is still richer in flocks. The winter is often severe, 
and the snow lies deep. The height of the mountains, 
and the sudden descent of the land on the east, makes 
it easy at all seasons to command a change of climate ; 
and, in some instances, to pass from summer heat to 
winter snow in the course of a few hours. J 
When Biiber saw himself master of this valuable 
conquest, he proceeded to reward the chiefs and their 
followers, who had assisted him in the expedition. To 
his brother, Jehdugir, he gave Ghazni; to Nasir Mi'rza, 
Lamghdii and Nijrow; to the greater chiefs, he allotted 
different provinces of the kingdom ; while he rewarded 
the inferior officers by assignments of land, and by other 
gratifications. He levied a contribution of thirty thou- 

* Mem. p. 140. Burnes’s Travels ; to wliicli may 

t ^bid. p, 153. now be added the woilcs of Mr. 

X See Babers Mem. pp, 136— Masson, who had an opportunity of 
1.55.^ Blpliiiistone s Account of the visiting more of the country tlian 
Kingdom of Caubool, still the most any previous tiaveller. 
comprehensive and distinct; and 
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sand loads of grain from Kdbul, Ghazni, and tlieir 
dependencies ; to be bestowed on the wives, families, 
and followers of the wandering tribes, to enable them 
to accompany him on his expeditions and wars, “ As 
I was at that time very imperfectly acquainted with the 
revenues and resources of Kabul, the amount was ex- 
cessive, and the country suffered extremely.” * 

In a short time afterwards, Abdal-Kizak Mirza, the 
late sovereign of Kabul, submitted to Baber and waited 
upon him: a circumstance which contributed to the 
stability of his govcrnraent.f 

Baber had been in Kdbul but a short time, (which he 
had employed in chastising the Masdudi Ilaztlras, who 
refused to pay a contribution of horses and sheep im- 
posed upon them,) when Yar Husein, a son of Deria 
Khan, came from his father’s government of Bhera, a 
district lying beyond the Indus, on the south of Jdlara, 
to invite him into that country. The offer was so much 
in unison with the young Sultan’s wishes, that, a few 
days afterwards, an incursion into India was resolved 
upon. 

Although Baber did not, on this occasion, enter any 
part of what we now denominate India, this expedition 
is by historians regarded as his first invasion of that 
country. After having mustered his forces, and made the 
necessary inquiries, he set out from Kdbul in Shaban, 
A. II. 910; and, having marclied by Jagdalak, in six days 
reached Adina-pur, now Jcldldbdd. Here he was struck 
with the total change, both in climate and in the appear- 
ance of the country, that at once took place on his descend • 
ing from the lofty table-land of Kdbul, — from the tem- 
perate into the torrid clime. “ I had never before seen 
the Germsil (or countries of Avarm temperature), nor 
the country of Hindustan. On reaching them, I all at 
once saw a new Avorld ; the vegetables, the plants, the 

* Baber’s ]\Icm. p. 156. The t Tar. Resh. f. 159. 
load is 700 Ib. Avoirdupois. 
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trees, the wild animals, all were different. I was struck 
with astonishment, and indeed there Avas room for 
wonder.* He proceeded by the Khaiber-pass to lickriin, 
noAV Peshawer. There a consultation ivas held as to 
crossing the Indus, as had been originally intended, 
Avhen that plan was abandoned, and the army was led 
on a marauding and exploring expedition to the south- 
ward, through Kohaf, liangash, Bdnu, and Deslit Ddman, 
plundering all the Avay. Below this, they came on a 
small dependency of Multan, lying on the right bank 
of the Indus, After marching for some days along the 
banks of that rh-er, Baber, leaving it, turned westward 
and north ; and, proceeding along the borders of Siwistau, 
by Chotiali and through the Duki country, at Icngtli 
reached knoivn ground at the lake of Ab-istadeh; Avhence 
he went on to Ghazni, and then to Kdbul, where he 
arriA'ed in the month of May ; having employed about 
four months in this very extraordinary and arduous 
circuit. In the first part of it, through the Afghdn 
country, as far as Desht Ddman, and till they reached 
the Indus, the troops had many severe actions Avitli the 
brave but barbarous Afghans, who inhabited the hills 
and wilds ; but they obtained very little booty. In the 
rich countries lying upon the Indus, on the other hand, 
so abundant were the cattle, that the meanest retainer 
in the array sometimes got possession of three or four 
hundred ; most of which, from their very number, they 
Avere forced to leave behind. From the Indus to 
Ab-istd.deh, cultivation nearly ceased ; and the country 
Avas so barren and waste th-nt the horses, already much 
exhausted by the length of the foray, began rapidly to 
fail. It was impossible to find corn, even for Bdber’s ; 
and he Avas in the end compelled to leave his own tent 
behind, for want of carriage. Their dificulties in the 
latter part of their march were much increased by the 


Baber’s Mem. p. 157. 
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heavy rains, which swelled the watercourses and filled chap. i. 
the ravines. This expedition, undertaken by Baber so aTaTw. 
soon after he had gained possession of Kabul, whatever 
other consequences may have attended it, made him 
intimately acquainted with the nature of the greater 
Ijart of the countr)’ west of the Indus.’*' 

It tvas in the course of this expedition that the first 
symptoms of Baki Cheghaniaui’s ambitious intentions 
began to appear. In joining Baber, he had probably 
reckoned upon finding him tractable and careless in 
business ; he may have hoped to direct evert’thing with 
absolute jrower, as his brother and the other ministers 
in the courts of Baber’s cousins in Mawerannaher and 
Kabul had recently, without exception, been accustomed 
to do. On the contrary, he had even ali*eady found, 
in his own sovereign, a brave and active prince, of 
brilliant talents, inquisitive and intelligent iu business ; 
who listened, indeed, to advice, but decided and acted 
for himself. Before him, Baki's ainhitit'us views stood 
checked ; and he turned his eye? on Jehaiigir Mirza as 
a fitter instrument for his purpose. He proposed .to 
him, to allow liimself to be set up against his brother, 
who was to be seized and sent across the Indus. Jeluingir 
declined taking the part assigned to him, and revealed 
the plot to his brother. Baki, however, was too strong 
in the number of his own immediate followers, and had 
too much influence in the array, to be dealt with rashly. 

Baber, therefore, dissembled; but, from this time forward, 

A.-atched for the earliest safe opportunity of dismissing 
from his service so dangerous a miuister.f 

* Baber's Mem. pp. 156 — 166. which made him think of carrjing 
Mirza Khan says that this expe- them into Iliiidustan ; ami timt the 
didon was undcitaken by Baber, catdc of the army were iiuiutl «i 
from finding that Kabul was not the course of it. Tar. llesb, f. I >i>. 
sufficient to support the numbers f Baber, pp. Kii, 165, 
who had deserted Khosrou Shah, 

VOL. I. Q 
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It was not till Baber had reached Kabul that he was 
informed of the events which had taken place in his 
absence. He found that his brother, Xasir Mirza, 
instead of following him, as he had been ordered, had 
crossed the Hindu-kush range, and Avas engaged in 
operations on his own account, in Badakhshan. Vari- 
ous circumstances led to this. We have seen that 
Khosrou Shah, when sent towards Khorasan, had con- 
trived to overpower his guard, and to return back to 
his nepheiv, Ahmed Kasim, at Kahmerd. Discovering 
very soon that he could effect nothing in his former 
dominions, he again set out for Herat. Before reaching 
that capital, he met with his former ally, Badi-ez-zeman 
Mirza and Zdlmin Beg, and accompanied them to 
Herdt. All of them had, not long before, been at open 
war Avith the Sultan. Baber truly remarks, that, his 
success against Khosrou and Mokim, Zulniin’s son, had 
been the means of bringing all these proud and power- 
ful men, in a humble condition,, into the presence of 
their sovereign. After remaining for some time in the 
court of Sultan Husein, who gave him a gracious recep- 
tion, Khosrou became anxious once more to try his 
fortune in the scene of his former glory, at Kunduz. 
Such an attempt was represented to him as being quite 
ridiculous, in the present shattered state of his affairs ; 
and he was advised to wait for a more favourable mo- 
ment; but, being impatient, he persisted and set out. 

Sheibani Khan had given the government of Kunduz 
to Kamber-Bi, of Merv, an Uzbek, Avho, in obedience to 
his master’s commands, had entered Badakhshan, and 
taken possession of a great part of the country. But 
the natives of that rugged and mountainous proArince, 
who had never been completely reduced by Khosrou, 
and who detested a foreign yoke, rose upon the Uzbeks 
in several quarters at once, recovered Kila-Zefer, the 
principal fortress, beat back the invaders, Avhom they 
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defeated several times with great slaughter, and sent to 
invite ^^iisir Mi'rza to place himself at their head.* 

When Baber set out on the Afghan expedition, Xiisir 
had remained behind, though ordered to follow him ; 
instead of doing which, he had spent the earlier part of 
the winter in expeditions planned and conducted for 
objects of his own. He had driven a body of the 
Aimaks and other tribes out of Lamghan ; and had 
followed them up to the Baran river, where he was 
lying when he received the invitation to repair to 
Badakh^an. Thinking that something might be 
achieved, in the agitated state of that country, he re- 
solved to try his fortune in that quarter ; and, without 
consulting Baber, who had not yet returned to K^bul, 
he set out ; advanced from the Baran river, up the 
passes of Hindu-knsh ; and descended on the northeni 
slope, near Dchana. Here he fell in with IChosrou 
Shah, who, after quitting HeiAt, had just arrived in the 
neighbourhood with a few hundred men. Khosrou, 
with his accustomed art, tried to fasten himself upon 
Nasir Mirza, and to gain him over, hoping to cflcct 
something under the cover of his name. But the 
Badakhshan chiefs, though they had invited Xtisir, were 
not disposed to receive Khosrou. Yet, so perseveringly 
did he cling to the young prince, accompanying him in 
all his motions, that it was not till Xiisir had reached 
the territory of Ishkemish, and had drawn out his 
troops in battle-array against those of Khosrou, that 
he was able to get rid of his unwelcome companion. 
Khosrou, thus left to himself, proceeded, with hardly a 
thousand men, to besiege Kunduz. Kamber-bi, hearing 
of his approach, called in Khamzeh Sultan from Hisiii*, 
who despatched troops to his aid under the command of 
his sons. They attacked Khosrou the moment they 
arrived, slew his nephew and some of his best troops. 
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and easily defeated his handful of men. Khosrou-Shah 
Avas himself taken prisoner; his head was soon after 
struck off in Kunduz, so lately the seat of his power, 
and sent off to Sheibdni, in Khwdrazra. Such was the 
end of this man’s guilty ambition, and of all his magni- 
ficence and crimes.* 

Ndsir Mfrza Avas less unfortunate. By the influence 
of a party in Badakhshdn, headed by Mobdrek Shah 
and Muhammed Korchi, he was acknowledged as king, 
and governed that countiy for tAVO or three years. 
During some part of his short reign, considerable 
success attended his arms. When Sheibdni Khan laid 
siege to Balkh, he sent three or four thousand men to 
ravage Badakhshdn. Ndsir Mfrza was then encamped 
near Kishem ; Mobdrek Shah, who acted in conjunction 
with him, lying not far off. One division of the Uz- 
beks came upon Ndsir by surprise, but the Mfrza 
bravely charged and totally defeated them, killing some 
and making others of them prisoners; many were 
drowned in attempting to recross the Kishem river, 
Avhich had sAVollen after they had passed it. lie then 
marched against the other division, Avhich, in the mean 
time, had attacked and defeated Mobdrek Shah’s array ; 
and, Avith the assistance of the Amfrs who poured doAvn 
from the neighbouring hills, he totally routed it also. 
In this affair the Uzbeks lost a thousand or fifteen 
hundred men. Ndsir did not, however, long maintain 
his ascendency in Badakhshdn. Muhammed Korchi, 
Mobdrek Shah, and other Amfrs Avho had raised him to 
the throne, offended irith some of his proceedings, and 
still more with the conduct of his favourites, rose in 
revolt ; and, having collected a large body both of in- 
fantry and horse, marched against him, and took up a 
strong position. Ndsir and his young advisers, who 
had Avith them a considerable force of cavalry, impru- 


Baber’s Mem. pp. 168, l 69 . 
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dently attacked tlie insurgents in the broken grounds 
on- which their infantry were posted. After repeated 
unsuccessful chai’ges, the insurgents assumed the of- 
fensive, and, charging in their tum, put their adversaries 
to flight. All who still adhered to the Mirza were 
plundered, and he was finally driven out of the country, 
and compelled to fly to Ishkemish and N^rin ; whence, 
recrossing the hills by the Surkh-db and Abderch route, 
he descended by Shibertu on Kabul, where he once 
more joined his brother, the Sultan.’* 

Baber, after his return from his circuitous expedition 
in the Afghsin country, had planned a more important 
one against Kandahdr. But this was delayed ; first, by 
an attack of fever from which he soon recovered, and 
next, by a violent earthquake, which did much damage 
all over the country of Kabul, throwing down many 
houses, and making breaches in the walls of the castles 
and fortified towns. In some places it formed deep 
cavities in the earth, and in others levelled considerable 
eminences with the ground.f After devoting a month 
to repairing the fortifications of the to-\TOS that had 
been injured, and to alleviating the suflerings of the 
inhabitants, with an activity and kindness by which he 
is said to have gained their affection, he led his army 
to the south, hesitating between attacking Kandahar, 
and plundering the hill-tribes. His brother Jehanglr 
and Bdki Cheghdniani advised an attack on Kildt J, a 
strong fort on the road from Ghazni to Kandahar. It 
was accordingly attacked and carried by storm, though 
not without considerable loss. But all the blood spilt 
in the conquest was thrown away, as it was found im- 
possible to retain it ; probably in consequence of its 
being insulated from the rest of Baber’s dominions. 

» Bilber, pp.li)9, 200. 219, 220. (5 July, a.d. 1505). Briggs’s Fe- 

-j- This was probably the earth- rishta, vol. i. p. 579- 
qnakefeltat Agra, 3 Sefer, A.u. 91 1, X Now, Kilat-c-GhiIji. 
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Jehangi'r and Bdki, to whom it was successively offered, 
both declined to take charge of it.* 

For some time past, Baber had been on uncomfortable 
terms with his minister Bdki. Much of his success in 
gaining over Khosrou’s troops, by means of which he 
effected the conquest of Kabul, had been dne to that 
nobleman. Bdber complains that he was mean and 
soi’did; as an instance of which he adduces the fact, 
that, in marching together when they first met, after 
passing the Amu, near Turmez, though Bdki had thirty 
or forty thousand sheep along with him, and Baber’s 
ragged and weary followers were starving, not a single 
one did he offer ; and adds, that, even when they had at 
last reached Kahmerd, his generosity limited itself to a 
gift of fifty. Baber had also complaints of a different 
kind to make. It appears that Bdki had made the 
kettle-drum be beat before his own tent ; an unpardon- 
able offence, that being a mark of dignity which, in a 
royal camp, is confined to the sovereign alone; and 
though Bdber had bestowed on him the transit duties, 
which are the principal revenue of Kdbul, with the pro- 
perty-tax levied from the Hazaras, and had made him 
governor of Kdbul and Penjshir, as well as commander 
of the guards, with the oflice of chief-minister, still 
Bdki was not satisfied. We have seen, that, in the 
course of the late expedition down the Indus, Bdber 
had too much reason to believe that he had been guilty 
of direct treason, and that he had placed himself at the 
head of a conspiracy, the object of which was to depose 
his sovereign, and to bestow his throne and dominions 
on his brother. 

Bdber had prudently dissembled his knowledge of 
these intrigues; but the minister, believing that his 
services were indispensable, in order to add to his own 
importance and claims, affected discontent ; and was 


* Baber’s Mem, pp. 170, 171. ; Briggs’s Feri&lita, vol. ii. p. 25. 
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constantly asking leave to retire. This, Bdber as often chap. r. 
refused; which only adding to Bdki’s confidence, he 
renewed his tender of resignation in more urgent terms. 

To his consternation, he found his jaetition complied Biibcrar- 
with. In alarm, he now altered his tone, and sent to re- s^mauon.™' 
tract his offer, and to remind Baber, that, when he joined 
him, that prince had engaged never to call him to ac- 
count till he had been guilty of nine offences. But 
Baber was steady to his purpose, and sent him a list of 
eleven heavy offences, the justice of all of which he was, 
one after another, forced to admit. Baki soon after, 
seeing that his influence was gone, set out for India 
with his family and property, and proceeded by way of 
Khaiber. After crossing the Indus, he fell into the 
hands of Ydr Husein of Bliira, whose visit to Baber at 
Kabul has been mentioned. Ydr Husein had accom- 
jianicd Bdber, in his late expedition to the Indus, as far 
as Kohat ; where, on the representations that ho made, 

Bdber issued firmdns to the Dildzdks, the Yusefzais 
and Kagidnis, tribes inhabiting in that quarter, desiring 
them to act under his orders ; Ydr Husein on his part 
pledging himself to extend Baber’s dominion beyond 
the Indus. But that chief, abusing the firmdn he had 
received, enlisted in his service a number of Yusefzai 
and Dildzdk Afghdns, as well as men of the Jdt and 
Gujer tribes, and was now employed, as a freebooter, in 
plundering the country and robbing on the highways 
in the Penjdb. Into the hands of this merciless ma- 
rauder, Bdki and his whole party fell; when their pro- hu death; 
perty was seized and the wretched exile put to death.* end of”’ 
Early in the following spring, Baber’s brother, Je- a.d. isos. 
hdnaiir Mirza, either discontented with the extent of 
country assigned to him, or having taken some other ivom Kabul, 
offence, and instigated by two Moghul chiefs, to whose ^ 
guidance he had completely surrendered himself, fled 


• Buber’s Mem. pp. 171, 172. 
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from KAbul for Ghazni, mthout coming to any explana- 
tion with his sovereign. After committing some acts of 
violence and hostility, and taking and plundering Kila 
Baki he passed through the Hazdra country, with all 
his retainers, towards Bamidn. Those tribes of Aimdks 
who by this time had withdrawn from Ndsir Mirza, 
were noAv ranging to the north-west of that place ; and 
he flattered himself -with hopes that he might induce 
them to espouse his cause, f It was not long before the 
course of events brought Baber into the same quarter. 

* Q. Kila Safl ? f Baber’s Mem. p. 175. 
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SUBDUES KHIyArAZM. BESIEGES BALKH. — DEATH OP SULTAN 

HDSEIN MIHZA OF HERjCt. bAbEB’s MAKCH TO KIIOH.CSjtx. — DIS- 
CORD AND 1VANT OP SPIRIT OP THE Si/rZAS BALKH SURRENDERS. 

bIbER RETURNS HOME BY THE MOUNTAIN ROAD. — HIS DANGER 

IN THE 6NOIV. — FINDS kIbUL BESIEGED BY THE PACTION OP KHAN 
MIRZA. TREACHERY OP MUIIAMMED HUSEIN MIRZA. BABER SUR- 
PRISES THE REBELS. SEIZES THE RINGLEADERS ; WHOM HE PAR- 

DONS. — SHEIbInI INVADES AND CONQUERS ICHOIuiSAN. — FATE OP 
THE MfRZAS. 

The removal of an imperious minister, and the flight of 
a restless and ambitious brothei*, afforded Baber a de- 
gree of security which he could hardly otherwise have 
enjoyed in his new territories. Still, however, he was 
far from being free from causes of anxiety. The tor- 
rent of Uzbek invasion was not stemmed. His mortal 
enemy Sheibdni Khan, having now subdued Hissdr, 
Kunduz, and the neighbouring provinces, had returned 
to Samarkand, and was preparing himself for nezv con- 
quests. 

Two objects chiefly engaged the attention of Sheihani 
at this period; the conquest of Kliwarazm, which he 
was resolved to attempt; and the breaking dozvn and 
amalgamation with his army of the numerous Moghul 
clans now in his service. 

He found the Moghuls a race by no means tractable 
or easily subjected to discipline. They were accustomed 
to submit to none but their own chiefs. He had now 
about thirty thousand of them in his army. The death 
of his brother, Mahmiid Sultan, who understood their 
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cliavactcr, and whom they had followed with pleasure, 
was a severe loss to him. He could not venture to 
raise any one individual to the chief command of them, 
w'ithout raising up a rival to himself. Several, who 
Avere men of note among the Moghuls, Avere now at Sa- 
markand. Of these the most eminent was Muhammed 
Ilusein Korkdn, the son of Muhammed Haider, who had 
for many years been Amir or Ruler of Kdshghar. Mu- 
hammed Husein Avas the most intimate friend of the 
elder Khan, Avhose sister he had married, and who had 
given him the country of Uratippa. When expelled 
from it, during the short time that he shared the favour 
of Khosrou Shah, he had married Sultdnun Begum, the 
daughter of the late Sultan Ahmed Mirza, the Sultan 
of Samarkand. By these intermarriages he had become 
closely connected both Avith Sheibdni and Baber*; and 
his reputation among the Moghuls stood very high. Shei- 
bani had granted a large assignment to his Avife Sul- 
tdni'm Begum in Shehr-sebz. Another Moghul of note 
was Sultan Said, the younger Khan’s third son, Avho 
had been left wounded in the field when his father and 
uncle Avere defeated and taken. He had afterwards 
been carried to Akhsi, and had fallen into the hands of 
Shcibdni, on the death of Tdmbol and his brothers. In 
addition to these, Shah Begum made her appearance 
at Samarkand. She was the mother of the tAvo Khans, 
the mother-in-law of one and grandmother of another 
of Sheibdni’s Avives, and the mother of his son’s Avife. 


* The connection was manifold. 
Baber’s mother, Muhammed Hu- 
sein’s wife, and Sheibdni’s wife, 
were three sisters, daughters of 
Yunis Khan. Baber and Mu- 
bammed Husein bad also married 
sisteis, daugbteis of Sultan Ahmed 
Mirza of Samarkand; and Sbeibani 
bad married a sister of Baber's. 
In addition to this, Sbeibani married 


a daughter of the elder Khan, the 
niece of Muhammed Husein, and 
first cousin of Baber. The con- 
nection was drawn closer still by the 
marriage of Sheibani’s son, Taimur 
Sultan, with the family of tlic 
Khans; he having married the 
youngest daughter of Yunis Khan 
by Shah Begum, a half-sister of 
Baber’s mother. 
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She was a woman of ability and intrigue, and had al- rwAP. ii. 
ways despotically managed the weak mind of her son, 
the elder Khan. When the Khan retired into the 
desert, after he was released by Sheibixni, she found 
herself thwarted by his ministers, which produced a 
quarrel with her son. Unable to bear the contradiction 
to which she was now subjected, and to which she had 
never been accustomed, she repaired to Samarkand, 
under pretence of soliciting from SheibAni some district 
as a settlement for the Khan; and she tliere appears 
to have j)assed her time very comfortably, in the society 
of her daughters, and of numerous female connections.* 

Sheibiini Khan set out for Khwdrazm in the begin- nc scu out 
ning of winter, with his army composed of Uzbeks and 
Moghuls. All the Moghuls, the common tribesmen as a. «. avo, 
well as the Sultans and Amirs, were full of uneasiness 
and apprehension. Since the death of Mahmiid Sultan, 
their confidence was gone, and no Uzbek supplied his 
place. Muhammed Husein, who from gratitude had 
always been strenuously supported by that chieff, felt 
his loss most severely. Before involving himself in this 
enterprise, Sheibani resolved to put things on a new 
footing, and to break up the banded system of hloghuls. 

It Avas necessary for that purpose to deprive them of 
their leaders. While engaged in preparations for the 
conquest of Khwarazm, he had one day a conversation 
Avith Mir Januka, a friend of Muhammed Husein. He 
told him that he Avas resolved on no account to leaxm 
Khwarazm till he had taken it; that the siege would 
probably last long ; that, Avhile any of the old Moghul 
chiefs were left, he saAv plainly that their adherents 
would never give up their attachment to them, to trans- 
fer it to any other master ; but, that, if a convenient 
opportunity occurred, they Avould do by him as he had 

* Tar. Resli. f. 130. he was taken piisoncr in a foray on 

t lie had interceded for and saved Seiram. 
the life of Mahmud Sultan, when 
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(lone by them; that their chief man was ]\[ubammed 
Ilusein Korkdn, the thoughts of whom disturbed him 
day and night, for to kill him was like killing one of 
the Khans ; that he would willingly avoid that extremity. 
“ Do you, therefore,” continued he, “ let him know my 
purpose, and send him a private message to make his 
escape, without delay, while yet he may ; for, when he 
is gone, I must make other Moghul chiefs drain the 
blood-stained cup.” That same hour, the Mir sent off 
an express to Shehr-sebz, which reached it about noon- 
tide prayers. “ By afternoon prayers,” says Haider 
Mirza, “ my father, choosing me from among his children, 
and taking not more than sixteen of his followers along 
with him, fled towards Khordsdn, I remember these 
c^ents as a dream and imagination.”* When his flight 
was known there was considerable alarm in Samarkand. 
Sultan Said, a son of the younger Khan, three days 
afterwards also made his escape, and reached Seirdm ; 
whence he went on to Betikendf in Moghulistdn, and 
joined the elder Khan, his uncle. The rest of the Mo- 
ghuls of rank, says the Mirza, he sent to their eternal 
home, or to hopeless imprisonment. He ordered Shah 
Begum to be sent to Khordsdn, and took all her people 
with him to Khwarazm. J 

Muhammed Ilusein Doghlat, when he reached Hcrdt, 
found it the scene of much pomp and splendour. All 
Sultan Mirza Husein’s children who had been in re- 
bellion, had now submitted, and surrounded his throne; 
united by dread of the common enemy. The Doghlat 
was received in the most honourable manner, and a 
place assigned him next in rank to the Sultan’s eldest 
son. The Sultan wished to bind him to his family, and 
to a residence at Herdt, by a connection in marriage. 
Ihis the Doghlat did not think advisable for him, and 


* Tar. Resh. f. 139. 
f Ileft-deh, 


t Tar. Resh. ff. 131. 156. 
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contrived to avoid. The Sultan was now very old, en- 
feebled by palsy and gout ; and the talents of his sons 
were not such as to enable them, when they came to 
the throne, to cope with Sheibani, To escape from 
forming this connection, iluhammed Husein ideaded a 
vow to make the pilgrimage of jVlekka, Soon after, 
Shah Begum arrived in Herat. jVlong with her came 
Mehr-nigar Khanum, who was her step-daughter and 
the eldest sister of Baber’s mother, and of the Doghlat’s 
late ivife, the same whom Sheibani liad divorced to 
marr)^ her niece. Other relations accomp.'inied them. 
On their arrival Muhammed Husein altered his plan. 
These ladies were aU strangers in Ivhorasan. where 
the}- did not find themselves at home ; but they 
were all near relations of Baber’s mother. Muhammed, 
therefore, asked leave to accompany them to Kabul; 
which was not refused. “ Some days before they 
reached Kabul,’’ says the Mi'rza, Kutluk-nigdr Khanum, 
Baber’s mother, died. Her death was a severe afilic- 
tion to our party. Baber received us with the utmost 
distinction, sent an honorary procession to meet us, and 
treated us honourably and kindly to the utmost extent 
of his ability. Here we all spent some time in the 
height of ease and enjoyment.” * 

Meanwhile Sheibani Khan, having got quit of the 
grand Moghul chiefs by flight, and of the inferior 
leaders and heads of clans by death or imprisomnent, 
had incorporated the mass of Moghuls with his army, 
which, besides his Uzbeks, was composed of adventurers 
from every tribe and nation around. lie notv laid 
siege to Khwarazm, which belonged to Khoriisun, and 
was defended with extraordinary skill and bravery by 
Husein Siiflt, the governor, for ten or eleven months ; 
and many of the gallant exploits of the garrison long 
continued to be remembered by the Uzbeks. In spite 

• Tar. Resli. f. 156.; BAber, 
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CHAP. It 


A.D. 15Q3. 


GflM U> 
Kthul- 

Xfnliam'm, 
n. 91 1, 
Junr. 

A.T>. lotCS. 


Sheib-Int 

IWcgo, 

Khn.i- 

rjziii. 


t Chain Siifi. Tar, Resh. 



238 


niSTOEY OP INDIA. 


BOOK n. 


A d.1505-'6. 


tokOb it. 
A.II 911} 
end of 
A.n. 1505. 


Sheibanl 

besieges 

Balkh. 


Sultan Ilu> 
sein JVTiiza 
invites 
Baber, 


of his frequent calls for succour, not one man was sent 
to his aid. “ When no hope of relief from any quarter 
appeared,” says BAber, “ some dastardly wretches among 
the inhabitants, having lost heart, entered into an 
understanding with the Uzbeks, and introduced them 
into the fortress. Hosein Sufi, on hearing the alarm, 
repaired to the spot ; charged those who had scaled the 
walls ; and, while in the act of driving them out, was 
struck with an arrow and died. This put an end to 
the contest, and the place was taken. The blessing of 
God rest on Huseiu Siifi, who never hesitated for a 
moment, in the midst of danger and distress, gallantly 
to expose his life at the call of duty.” * 

Sheibdni now returned to Samarkand, and made pre- 
parations for attacking the dominions of Khorfisan with 
his whole force. Ilis territories were most extensive, 
lie was master of everything between the Amu and the 
Sirr, besides the tract of cultivated country that lies 
beyond the Sirr, from the Kdshghar mountains to the 
Lake Aral. In like manner he had conquered the Amu 
from Badakhshan to Bsilkh, as well as the kingdom of 
Khwdrazm. He now laid siege to Balkh. Sultan 
Ilusein Mirza saw that no time was to be lost in stem- 
ming the torrent of invasion ; and, old as he was, took 
the field in the beginning of summer, and summoned 
the whole force of his dominions to join him.* He at 
the same time invited such of the neighbouring princes 
as were friendly to him, and among the rest Baber, to 
join in an undertaking that was equally the concern of 
all. Baber readily consented to lend his aid ; both, from 
a wish to check the overgrown power of Sheibdui ; and, 
from the expectation that, on his route to Khords^n, he 
might be able either to beat up the quarters of Jehdngir 
and prevent his having time to form new alliances that 

■* Baber’s Mem. p, I 76 . ; Tar. + End of A.ir. 911, April, a.d 
llesh. f. 161 . 1506 . 



LIFE OF bXbER. 

might be dangerous to him, or prevail upon him to 
return to his duty. He accordingly set out from Kabul 
in the month of Moharrem * (June) for Khorasdn, 
taking the rout of Ghilrbend and Shibertu. From 
Ushter-Shehr he proceeded to Zohdk and Gumbezck ; 
descending, by Saighdn and the Denddn-shiken pass, to 
Kahmerd. Jehangi'r Mi'rza, alarmed at his motions, 
fled from the vicinity of Bamian, where he then was, 
and withdrew farther into the recesses of the moun- 
tains. 

Biiber halted some time at Kahmerd, and sent out 
his troops to forage and to collect grain and cattle in 
various directions. By his presence he overawed the 
Aimiiks, and prevented them from joining Jeluingir. 
Sheibdni was then busy with the siege of Balkh, the 
capital of an important portion of the Khorusan do- 
minions ; and his plundering parties extended their 
ravages over all the low countries lying between the 
mountains and the Amu. It was while Bdber was still 
at Kahmerd, that he learned, by letters from the envoys 
whom he had sent forward, that Sultan Husein hlirza, 
whom he was marching to join, was no longer alive, 
having expired in the course of the preceding inonth.j" 

This news did not stop his advance ; he again set out, 
and proceeding by the passes of Balkh-db, penetrated 
the hill-country of Saf. Here, learning that the Uzbeks 
were plundering San and Charek, not far from his line 
of route, he sent out a detachment, who cut a body of 
them to pieces, and brought back a number of their 
heads as trophies. 

Here the Aimdks from the neighbouring hills came 
and unanimously acknowledged Bdber. The emissaries 
whom Jehdngir had sent among them to draw them 
over to his interest, had failed of success. That prince, 

* Moljarrem,912, begins 24 May, "f Zilhajeh, a. h. 911, which 
A.D, 1506. began 25 April, a,i>. 1506. 
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being now reduced to extremity, was compelled to leave 
the mountains to which he had fled, and to go down to 
the valley of Pd.i, to wait upon Baber, and to acknow- 
ledge him as his sovereign. Bdber, displeased with his 
conduct, paid him no attention, and pushed on for 
Khordsdn * ; and, in the end of October, after a march 
of eight hundred miles, he joined the sons of Sultan 
Husein Mirza at their camp on the river Murghab, 
where they lay with all their forces.f 

Here Bdber found that the late Sultan’s death had 
nearly been followed by a civil war, in consequence of 
the grand bane of Asiatic states, a disputed succession. 
To prevent this evil, at so dangerous a moment, when a 
foreign enemy threatened the very existence of the 
kingdom, a compromise had been entered into among 
the chief men, who guided the councils of the young 
princes. It was arranged that Badi-ez-zemdn Mirza, 
the eldest son of the deceased monarch, and Mozeffer 
Hussein Mirza, the son of his favourite Sultdna, who 
had secured great influence among the nobles and royal 
household, should be placed as joint kings on the 
throne of Ilcrdt ; each having his own minister to manage 
his affairs, and each his o-svn governor in the capital ; 
“a strange arrangement,” says the royal historian; 
“ a joint kingship was never before heard of. The 
well known words of Sheikh Stidi, in the Gulistan, are 
very applicable to it. Ten dervishes can sleep on one 
rug, but the same climate of the earth cannot contain 
two kings.” J 

Bdber was received by the Mirzas with great pomp, 
was amused with the most splendid entertainments, 
and with every kind of feasting and festivity. The 

* Jehangir joined him, however, a. d. 1506. Baher’s Mem. pp. 199 
either on the road or in Khorasan. — 201. ; Tar. Resh. f. 157. 

Tar. Resh. f. 158. if Baber’s Memoirs, p. 199 . 

t 8 Jemadi ii. a.ii. 912, 26 Oct. Some copies read ivio, others ten. 
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coiii'fc of Henit had for many years been the most 
refined and magnificent of any in Asia. Never had 
the fine arts been cultivated, in any Musulman country, 
with more success than at Ilerdt, during the long reign 
of Sultan Husein hJirza. Poets, divines, philosophers, 
historians, architects, musical composers, singers, and 
musicians, painters and elegant penmen, (a class, Avho, 
in Persia, arc deservedly ranked among the pi’ofessors 
of the fine arts,) all abounded; and many of them 
attained the highest reputation in their various pursuits. 
But the country itself was on the verge of ruin. The 
Sultan, who in his eaxdier life had been so active and 
vigilant, in the latter years of his reign gave himself 
up too easily to sensual and voluptuous enjoyments. 
His sons, unfortunately, had been educated iu the ease 
and the corrupting indulgences of an effeminate court. 
Buber describes them, as men of elegant manners and 
winning address, accomplished, and intelligent, but 
devoted to pleasure, and ignorant of affairs. lie soon 
saw that the brave barbarian from the north was not 
to be vanquished by men like these. Their tents of 
state, their rich carpets, their gorgeous attire, and 
goblets of silver and gold, without adding to their 
own means of defence, were an incentive to the I’apacity 
of the enemy. He found that they had already spent 
three or four months in mcx’ely marching from Herat, 
and in assembling their troops on the Murghdb, and 
had remained all that time without attempting any 
active operation ; while the important city and fortress 
of Balkh, which had been besieged by the Uzbeks for 
many months, and defended during all that time most 
gallantly, was at length compelled to surrender for 
want of succour. “ The Mirzas,” says Bdber, “ although 
very accomplished at the social board, or in the airange- 
raents for a party of pleasure, and although they had 
a pleasing talent for conversation and society, possessed 
no knowledge whatever of the conduct of a campaign, 
VOL. I. B 
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the dangers and spirit of a soldier’s life. While we 
remained on the Murghab, news came that Hak Nazer 
Chapa, with four or five hundred men, had advanced, 
and was plundering the territory of Chichektii. The 
whole of the Mirzas assembled, and held councils ; but, 
with all their consultations, they could not contrive 
to detach a light party to cut up the plunderers. 
Chichektii is ten farsangs (forty miles) from Murghdb. 
1 asked permission to manage the matter ; but, being 
afraid for their own reputation, they would not suffer 
me to move.” * By this time the winter was at hand, 
Miraa’fi and it ivas agreed that the army should break up, and 
breaks up, cacli Mii’za clioose suitable ivinter-quarters for himself ; 

but that all should be ready to meet and commence 
operations eai'ly in the ensuing spring. They urged 
Baber also to winter in Khordsdn. But as he had 
conquered his own kingdom hardly two years before, 
by the aid of various unconnected bands of mercenary 
adventurers, over whom his power was but contingent, 
and who required the immediate pressure of authority to 
retain them in their allegiance; and as, besides this, the 
whole neighbouring countries swarmed with wandering 
tribes and houseless soldiers of fortune prowling about 
in search of plunder and revolution ; he justly deemed 
it dangerous to be long absent from his capital, espe- 
cially at the distance of a two or three months’ march. 
Several of the royal Mirzas, however, waited upon him, 
and, by their urgent entreaties, extorted his consent. 
B5ber visits To make the most of his time, he visited Herat, its holy 
■ and learned men, its colleges, mosques, sepulchres, and 
8 Shaban, palaces ; and was again royally entertained. But he 
24 Dee! necessity of attending to the affairs of his 
1506 . own kingdom ; and, in the last days of December, set 


• Baber’s Mem. p. 203. 
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out from Herat, on his return to Kdbul, by the moun- 
tain road.* 

The snow had begun to fall, and the road was diffi- 
cult even in summer ; but Bdber’s ardour of mind, and 
indeed his prudence, urged him to push on without 
delay. As he advanced, the snow continued to fall 
incessantly, and. became deeper and deeper. It soon 
reached up to the horses’ knees, and, after a few days’ 
progress, even above the stirrups. To add to their 
difficulties, when they were far advanced among the 
hills, their guide lost the road, and was never able to 
regain it. Kasim Bog, who was now again Baber’s 
prime minister, and who had recommended this hill- 
road* in preference to the low-road by JTarrah and 
Kandahdr, which was more circuitous, eager to save 
his credit, dismounted with his sons and their followers, 
and, treading down the snow, made a road by which the 
army advanced a. little. Kext day, the snow being veiy 
deep and the road still not to be found, the troops were 
forced to retrace their steps to a spot which they had 
passed, where there was plenty of firewood ; and parties 
were detached in all directions to try to discover, in 
the valleys or more sheltered grounds, any of the 
Hazdras, or other inhabitants, who might be wintering 
there. But all their efforts were unsuccessful ; and, in 
two or three days, the whole of their parties found 
their way back, without having been able, on these 
solitary wilds, to meet with even a single person to 
serve as a guide. All had abandoned the snow-covered 
mountains, for their winter range in the lower grounds. 

As it was ruin to remain where they Avere, they were 
compelled once more to set out through the snow, by 


* Baber’s Mem. p. 208. pass, Ycke-Auleng, and Bamidn ; 

t This route was by Lenger- considerably to the south of that 
Mir-Ghias, the borders of Ghar- route by which he had marched to 
jistan, Chckhcheran, Chiraghdan, Khorasan. 

Anjukan, Khaisal-Koti, the Zirin 
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the very way along which they had so lately been 
forced to return, fov the first week they endured in- 
credible hardships, without being able to advance more 
than two or three miles. Baber himself, Kdsim Beg 
his minister, and some of their nearest relations and 
servants, to show a bold face and to support the sink- 
ing spirits of their men, went on, to the number of 
about twenty, in front of the rest, tramping down the 
snow. At every step they sank up to the waist, or 
sometimes to the breast, but nevertheless Avent on. 
"When the strength of those in front was exhausted, 
another band advanced and took their place, proceeding 
forward in the same way. After this, a horse was 
brought on, which plunged forward on the space they 
had trampled down, and, Avlien he was exhausted, 
another Avas dragged on in his room. In this way they 
laboured on, the greater part of the army chilled and 
dispirited, having given up all lieart ; “ and it was no 
season,” says Baber, “ to talk of exerting authority.” 

Proceeding in their toilsome march for two or three 
days longer, they at length arrived at the foot of the 
Zirin pass.'*^ The storm that day was dreadfully violent, 
the snoAV deep, and the defile so narroAV that only one 
person could pass at a time. The horses could hardly 
be brought on, and the days were at the shortest. 
Their situation seemed hopeless, and they only thought 
of meeting death together; when, those who were in 
advance, just as the light failed, reached a cave f, Avhich 
they entered, and found that it Avould afford shelter to 
a fcAV persons. When the darkness came on there Avas 


* 6&ber‘s son, Humayun, was 
placed in similar circumstances in a 
winter march from Kunduz to Ka- 
bul. " It was then the depth of 
winter,” says his biographer, Jon- 
her, “ and such a quantity of snow 
had fallen, &at the roads were quite 


blocked up ; we were theiefoie 
obliged to ram the snow well down, 
after which the horses and canids 
were enabled to move on.’’ Jou- 
her’s Mem. of Humdyun, p, 8d. 
t Called Khawal-koti. 



LIFE OE bIbEK. 

an end of exertion, every man being obliged to bait 
and pass the night where he happened to be. 

The cave, when examined, seemed but small. The 
Sultan was invited, by those who had found it, to enter 
and enjoy such comfort as it could yield. But Btibcr, 
with that generous spirit which on all occasions, and 
most especially in the most trying and dangerous, led 
him to share the hardships of those whom he led, — a 
spirit that in all his difficulties ensured to him the 
afrection and fidelity of his followers, — refused to enter, 
while the great body of his men Avere suffering without. 
Taking a kind of spade, he dug for himself a hole in 
the snow, near the mouth of the cave ; and, sitting down 
in the opening thus formed, found some shelter from 
the fury of the storm. Though he had dug breast 
deej) in the snoiv, still he had not come to the ground. 
The snow and drift, driven by the wind, continued to 
increase ; and, before the hour of bed-time prayei’s, the 
snow had settled four inches high over his head and 
ears. Meamvhile, those Avho had first entered the cave, 
having found means to explore its extent, reported that 
it Avas large enough to hold them all. On this, Bdber 
shook off the snoAv by Avhich he was covered, and en- 
tered the cavern, Avith those avIio Avere near him ; at the 
same time sending to call in those Avho avci’c farther off, 
and ignorant of Avhat had happened. Fifty or sixty 
men, Avho Avere nearest at hand, found their Avay in, 
and producing such provisions as they could commanci, 
all sat doAvn together, and sheltered from the cold 
Avintry Avind and drifting snow, feasted Avith delight on 
their simple and scanty fare, defying the angry ele- 
ments, and forgetting for a moment all their past suf- 
ferings. 

Next morning the snoAV and the tempest ceased. 
With reneAved spirit they again began trampling doAvn 
the snow as before, and continued their weary labour 
all that day. At night, though the snoAV Avas over, the 
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cold was most intense, and the distress extreme. Many 
lost their hands and feet, from its severity. On the 
succeeding morning they descended into a glen. They 
knew that this was not the road, but kept on, passing 
over many deep gulphs and ravines ; and, by the time of 
evening prayers, gained the mouth of the valley. They 
now, at last, came on an inhabited country. The natives, 
in astonishment, saw them descend from the high lands 
over passes, which, at such a season, none had ever been 
known even to think of attempting; and they now 
found that the excessive depth of the snow, which had 
cost them so much toil, and which they feared would 
have proved their destruction, was what had in reality 
saved them ; as its drifts had filled up the hollows, and 
so enabled them to pass over precipices and ravines, 
which, but for that circumstance, would have opposed 
an insuperable bar to their progress.* 

The people of Yeke-Auleng, where they had now de- 
scended the mountains, received Bdber and his army 
into their houses with the greatest hospitality, brought 
out and killed their fattest sheep for them, and supplied 
hay and grain for their horses. Large fires were 
kindled, and the troops halted a whole day, to rest and 
refresh themselves. They still had a long tract of hill- 
country to pass, but the level Avas lower and the climate 
■warmer. After some days, having passed Bamian, 
and descended by the Shibertu pass, they found that 
the Tiirkonian Ilazdras, a pastoral and predatory tribe, 
Avho descend from the mountains in winter, to spend 
the season in a more temperate atmosphere, were en- 
camped exactly in their line of march, little expecting 
an enemy to come upon them from the snow-covered 
mountains behind. They wore scattered in huts over 
the country, for the convenience of pasture. Bilber 
plundered the first parties of them upon whom ho 
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came ; when the rest, being alarmed, collected together, 
and seized a hill near the route by which he was de- 
scending. Here he attacked and defeated them, after 
some resistance ; put numbers to the sword, and took 
many of them j)risoners with their wives and children; 
after which his troops spread on all sides, driving aAvay 
the herds of horses and flocks of sheep of the unfortu- 
nate Hazdras, Avherever they could be discovered. 

Haber had now advanced within a few marches of 
Kabul, and at length gained some intelligence of the 
proceedings that had taken place there, Avhile he Avas 
employed on his expedition. He found that the appre- 
hensions Avhich he had entertained of the possibility of 
revolt or rebellion, during his absence, had been but 
too Avcll founded. 

When Ijdber came to the resolution of marching for 
Khord<5an, he had visited his uncle Muhammed Ilusein 
jilirza, Doghlat, the husband of his mother’s younger 
sister, and had proposed to him to undertake the 
management of Kdbul, and the rest of the kingdom, 
during his absence on the expedition. The Mirza re- 
spectfully declined the honour, pleading that, Avhen in 
Khordsdn, he had made a voav to perforin the pilgrimage 
of Mekka, and that to accept such a trust AA'ould be a 
violation of it ; but added that, if his IMajesty should ap- 
point any of his great nobles to fulfil that duty, lie 
Avould advise and assist them to the utmost extent of 
his ability. Bdber, desirous to secure the co-operation 
of a man of so much reputation, and so near a connec- 
tion, soon after introduced to him Kizam-ed-din Khalifa, 
Hiilla Baba Bishagheri, Mir Ahmed Kiisim Kohbur, 
and some other of his confidential servants ; and, after 
complimenting the Mirza in the warmest manner, added, 
“ Eelying upon you, I am about to set out ; these 
Amirs Avill save you the trouble of details, by conduct- 
ing the diflferent departments, under your general dircc- 
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tion and, after the strongest expressions of good-will 
on both sides, and of confidence on that of Btlber, he 
commenced his march to Khorasan.* 

For several months all went on Avell at Kslbul ; but, 
as the winter advanced and the weather became severe, 
all direct communication with Khoriisfin being inter- 
rupted by the snow, and by the dangerous state of the 
roads, wliich were infested by banditti, and especially 
by the Hazaras, various reports began to prevail ; that 
Biiber had been seized by the Mirzas of Khorasdn, and 
sent to a state prison, from which he never would 
escape in life. These reports were encouraged and pro- 
jiagated by a powerful party in his very court and 
palace. 

The Moghul, Yiinis Khan, had left five daughters and 
two sons 5 three of the daughters being by one Avife, and 
the two sons and two of the daughters by another. 

The daughters of Ais-doulat Begum, the elder wife, 
were, — Mehr-nigdr Khdnuin, the widoAv of Sultan Ahmed 
Mirza of Samarkand, by whom she had no children. 
After his death, as has been mentioned, she married 
Sheibdni Khan, by whom she was divorced that he 
might marry her niece Khanzada Begum, Baber’s sister. 
She left Samarkand, along Avith her step-mother Shah 
Begum, and had accompanied her to Kdbul, where she 
noAV Avas. The second daughter was Baber’s mother, 
Avho died just before the arrival of the party from Kho- 
rd^idn. And the third was the Avife of Muhammed Ilusein 
Mirza, Doghlat, who also died some years before. 

Yiinis Khan’s other wife was Shah Begum, the daugh- 
ter of the king of Badakhshan. By her, Yiinis had 
two sons, the elder and younger Khans ; and tivo daugh- 
ters. The elder daughter was Sultan-nigar Khanum, 
Avho had married Sultan Mahmiid Mirza, successively 
Sultan of Ilissar and of Samarkand, by whom she had 

• Tar. Rash, f 1.67. 
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an only son, Sultan Weis, or, as he was generally called, 
Khan Mirza ; she afterwards married two Khans of the 
Kaiziik TIzheks in succession. Shah Begum’s younger 
daughter married Taimur Sultan, the son of Sheibani 
Khan. 

From this statement it appears that Shah Begum, 
Avhile she was the step-mother of Baber’s mother, was 
the mother of Khan Mi'rza’s. Khan Mirza had been 
educated at Tashkend, after his father’s death, and had 
become the favourite of his grandmother and aunts, 
who were at the court of the elder Khan, as well as of 
his uncle Muhammed Pluscin. Shah Begum, the grand- 
mother, Mchr-nigar Khanum the aunt, and Muhammed 
Ilusein Mirza, the uncle of Khan Mirza, umre all now 
at Kdbul, as well as Khan Mirza himself, B’ho had re- 
mained behind with his grandmother, instead of accom- 
panying his cousin Btlber on his expedition. 

Shah Begum, who was a woman of spirit and of in- 
trigue, resolved to raise her favourite gi’andson, Khau 
Mirza to the throne. She gained over a body of the 
Sloghuls, who had remained behind at Kabul, and who 
regarded with reverence the widow of their old Khan, 
and the mother of the two Khans, his sons. She also 
drew over to her interest Sultan Senjer Birlas, a chief 
of considerable influence, and her sister’s son. The 
real head of the conspiracy, hoAvever, seems to have 
been Muhammed Huscin Mirza, tliough he was anxious 
not to appear, and left the ostensible management 
of the affair to Shah Begum. Even in what wo may 
suppose to be the partial statement of his son Haider 
Mirza, Muhammed Ilusein is far from being blameless ; 
“ When the emperor was reported to have been seized 
(in Khordsdn), and Shah Begum proposed to my father, 
that Khan Mirza should be acknowledged in his place, 
he refused to lend his sanction to the proceeding. The 
altercation that ensued led to tears and heartburning ; 
and, through Shah Begum, the Khanums, too, were of- 
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fended, a circumstance which my father felt very se- 
verely. At last he told them, that there was no use in 
being offended at his refusal, as he had ceased to take 
any share in the management of state affairs. This 
resolution he formed after a month’s wrangling. When 
the king’s Amirs, who came daily out of the fort to 
Avait upon him, visited him as usual, my father pri- 
vately told them, that they need no longer come ; upon 
Avhich they shut themselves up in the castle, and my 
father Avent to Ab-baran, a tOAvn a day’s journey from 
Ivdbul, and witlidrcw from all business. Shah Begum 
and the rest of her iiarty, composed chiefly of the ilo- 
ghuls, now made the Khutba be read in Mirza Khan’s 
name, and used every exertion to take the fort of Kabul. 
Many combats ensued. The Begum sent a jierson to 
call my father, and to remonstrate Avith him. As their 
remonstrances and entreaties Avere such as it was im- 
possible to resist, my father came from compulsion. 
The fort of Kdbul was besieged for four and tAventy 
days, Avhen the emperor suddenly arrived.” * 

On descending the mountains, after his long and toil- 
some march, Biibcr, Avhile plundering the Hazaras, Avas 
informed of these important events ; and that Kabul 
Avas still bravely defended by Mfilla Baba Bislnigheri, 
Khalifa, Mohib Ali Korchi, Ahmed Kdsim, and others 
of his gallant adherents. AYithout delay, having at once 
formed his plan, he despatched, from Lenger-Taimur- 
Khan, a trusty messenger, whom he instructed to spare 
no exertion to find his way into the toAvn, to inform the 
oflScers who held out in it that he Avas approaching ; 
and that he Avould lose no time in relieving them ; that 
he was to descend by the Ghurbend pass, and to march 
to take the rebels by surprise ; that the signal of his ap- 
proach would be a blazing fire, Avhich he would kindle 
after he had passed the Mindr hill ; that they Avere to 
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answoi’ it by another fire on the top of the old Kiosk 
■within the citadel*; and, on the signal being so an- 
swered, the rebels were to be immediately attacked on 
both sides, by his troops from withont, and by theirs 
from within. 

Having sent forward his messenger, Baber deter- 
mined upon leaving the heavy baggage to follow with 
Jehangir ]\Iirza, while he himself pushed on without 
delay. Jehangir, while in Khorasan, liad indulged in 
wine to excess, and was affected -with fever and dysen- 
tery so violently, that it was generally reported that 
Khadija Begum, the late Sultan’s favourite wife, had, 
“ after her old fashion,” administered poison in his 
wine, lie was still so feeble as to be compelled to use a 
litter, f Biiber, having made this arrangement, hastened 
forward Avith all his disposable force. lie advanced 
and halted one night at Ushter-Shohr, descended the 
Ghurbend pass, and halted next night at Sir-c-piil ; 
refreshed and bathed his horses, and set out again at 
noon-tide prayers. Till he reached Tutkawel, there 
Avas no snoAV. After passing that place, the farther he 
Avent the snoAV lay the deeper. “ BetAveen Koh and 
Minar,” says he, “ the cold was so intense that, in the 
Avhole course of my life, I have seldom experienced the 
like.” Here he sent on neAV messengers to prepare the 
garrison for his approach. J 

After passing the hill of Minar, the army, in the 
evening, was compelled by the cold to kindle fires to 
Avarm themselves ; and, in the morning again marched 
on, Avith the snoAv above the saddle-girths, their horses 
sinking and plunging through it. Before reaching 
Kdbul, they saw a fire blazing in the citadel ; and at 
once comprehended that the garrison Averc on the alert, 
and that the night fires of the army had been mistaken 
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for the signal. They pushed on, however, and in spite 
of this mischance, still took by surprise the enemy, who 
fled without attempting to form or oppose them regu- 
larly, and dispersed and hid themselves in all quarters. 
Baber’s first efforts were directed to secure the persons 
of Khan Mirza, and of Muhammed Husein Doghlat. 
Khan Mirza had just time to mount on horseback and 
escape ; Muhammed Ilusein Mirza also fled from his 
palace and concealed himself. There was much hard 
fighting among the palaces and gardens in the suburbs, 
in the course of which the king, from his habitual 
ardour, was exposed to imminent danger. In a short 
time, some of the principal leaders of the rebels were 
seized. Sultan Senjer Birlas was taken and dragged 
before the King, with a rope about his neck. lie had 
been particularly distinguished by Baber, who had 
given him the valuable Tumdn of Kangcnhdr. Being 
in groat agitation, he exclaimed, “ What crime have 1 
committed ?” “ And what greater crime can there be,” 
replied Bilber, “ than for a man of your note to con- 
spire with rebels ? ” “ But,” continues the gcnei’ous 

prince, “ as Shah Begum, the mother of the Khans, my 
uncles, was his mother’s sister, I ordered them not to 
drag him in that shameful way along the ground, but 
spared his life, and did him no harm.” * 

The garrison, meanwhile, had sallied out to complete 
the victory ; and, to add to the confusion, the towns- 
people and rabble had risen, and were pursuing the 
fugitives and plundering whatever came in their way, 
with very little discrimination. Baber’s first care was 
to despatch parties to chastise and drive away the 
plunderers ; and to station guards, to preserve and 
restore the public peace. He then hastened to the 
palace of Shah Begum, eager to re-assurc the minds of 
the princesses. He alighted without ceremony, at the 
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place he was accustomed to do, when paying her an 
ordinary visit *, and went up to the Begum with his 
usual cheerfulness and good humour- “ She Avas tilled 
Avith confusion, and kneAV not what to do or say,” says 
Haider Mirza, her grandson. “ Baber, kneeling, em- 
braced her in the most affectionate manner, and reading 
her thoughts, mildly observed, ‘ You have exerted your 
motherly affection and patronage in behalf of one of 
your children ; why should that vex or offend another 
of them. The mother’s authority over her children is 
absolute. But,’ continued he, ‘ I have been awake all 
night ; I have made a most fatiguing journey, and am 
very Aveary.’ So saying, he lay doAvn at the Begum’s 
feet, placed his head on her lap, and composed himself 
to sleep.” “ This he did,” observes Haider Mirza, “ to 
restore confidence and case to her mind. He had not yet 
fallen asleep when Mohr-nigAr Khanum, his mother’s 
sister, entered. He instantly leaiied up, and most 
tenderly embraced his beloved relation. ‘ Your child, 
your Avives, and family,’ said the Khanum, ‘ arc all 
longing to see you once more.’ ‘ Go,’ said he, ‘ and 
carry into the city the news of my coming.’ He 
folloAved close after her. The Amirs and all the popula- 
tion poured out thanks for his preservation and I’eturn, 
and employed the dust under the feet of the beneficent 
King as collyrium to adorn their eyes.” 

From the Begum’s residence, Baber went to the 
Chehar-bagh, Avhich Khan Mirza had occupied as his 
palace. There he wrote and despatched letters to every 
part of the kingdom, as well as to the Aimaks and 
wandering tribes, to announce his victory. He then 
entered the citadel. 

* In visits in the East, whether ticular distance from the gate. The 
among princes or people of rank, distance at which the person visiting 
great stress is laid on the ceremonial is received by the one visited, is also 
part of them, and especially the much attended to, and often the 
alighting from horseback in the subject of previous negotiation, 
outer or inner court, or at a par- t Tar. Ilesh. f. 1.0y. 
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It was not long before Muhammed Ilusein llirza, 
who had been discovered hid in one of the Khanum’s 
store-houses among some carpets, was brought before 
Baber. The Khanum seems to have accompanied him, 
and pleaded for his pardon. As they approached, the 
King advanced to meet the Khanum ; “ 0 soul of thy 
mother,” said she, “ J have brought thee my guilty and 
unfortunate brother. AYhat is thy command?” and 
she pointed to the Jlh'za. On seeing him, Baber at 
once went forAvard with his usual alacrity, and smiling 
Avith perfect frankness, took him in his arms, made 
many attentive inquiries, and showed him every mark 
of kindness and respect.* Khan Mirza, too, was over- 
taken not far from Kabul, and was brought before his 
offended sovereign. “ I Awas sitting,” says Baber, “ in 
a portico of the Old Hall of Audience, when he was 
brought in. ‘ Come,’ said I, ‘ and embrace me.’ 
From the agitation in Avhich he Avas, he tAvice fell 
before he could come up and make his obeisance. 
After AA'e had saluted, I seated him at my side, and 
spoke encouragingly to him. They brought in sherbet. 
I myself drank of it first, in order to rc-assure him, and 
then handed it to him. As I Avas still uncertain of the 
fidelity of a considerable part of the soldiers, the 
country people, the Moghuls and Chaghatais, who were 
yet unsettled, I sent Khan Alirza into custody at large 
in the palace of his sisters, AAuth orders that he should 
not leave it. But, as the commotions and seditions of 
the migratory tribes still continued, and as it did not 
seem advisable that the Mirza should remain in Kabul, 
I permitted him, in the course of a few days, to proceed 
to Khorasdu.”f 

But though the forgiving temper of Baber was so 
amiably exerted, in overlooking the offences of the 
Begum and Khanum, and in pardoning the more griev- 
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oua crimes of the others, we must not believe that this 
conduct was the result of more indifference, of easiness 
of temper, or of a weak compliance with female soli- 
citation, His clemency was, indeed, founded on strong 
natural affections, and constitutional strength of feeling, 
which were attended and nm*tured by a secret per- 
suasion that finds a place only in generous minds, that 
while he gratified his own heart by yielding to the im- 
pulse of emotions connected Nvith the highest moral and 
intellectual elements of his being, he did not ultimately 
injure the interests of his people. Yet his noble mind 
felt the injuries that had been done to him most deeply ; 
and the extent of his self-control may be seen by his 
reflections on the hard usage which he believed that on 
this and other occasions he experienced from these 
ladies, and his other relations of the family of the 
Moghul Khans. “ It was not my wish that they should 
feel uneasy ; yet the faction which had been guilty of 
such excesses was composed of persons, who, beyond all 
doubt, were not disposed to neglect the suggestions of 
the Begum and the Khanum. Khan IMfrza Avas the 
grandson, by birth, of Shah Begum, and night and day 
with her. If he did not folloAV the advice of these 
ladies, it was at least in their power to have hindered 
his leaving them, and they could have kept him by 
them, under their own eye. Nor Avas this all. On 
various occasions, Avhen, from adverse circumstances 
and misfortune, I Avas driven from my kingdom and 
throne, and separated from my servants and depend- 
ents, I had fled to them for refuge and succour; my 
mother too had gone to them, but Ave experienced no 
sort of kindness or support. Khan Mirza, avIio was 
younger than I, and his mother Sultan-nigar Khanum, 
at that time possessed rich and fertile districts, Avhile I 
and iny mother could not boast the possession of even 
a single village, or a fsAv foAvls. Yet my mother, too 
Avas a daughter of Yiinis Khan, and I Avas his grand- 
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son. In spite of this conduct, however, to every one 
of that family who came within the sphere of my influ- 
ence, I performed my duty ; whether they were related 
to mo by blood or connected by marriage. Take for 
an example Shah Begum herself, on whom I bestowed 
Pemghan, which is one of the choice districts of Kabul ; 
and at no time did I fail in my duty to her, in any re- 
spect, as her son and servant. Sultan Said Khan, the 
Khan of Ksislighar *, reached me on foot, with five or 
six naked followers. I received them as if they had 
been my oAvn brothers, and gave him the TumAn of 
Mandraur, one of the districts of Lainghdn. When 
Shah Ismael overthrew and slew Sheibak Khan in 
Merv, and I passed over to Kunduz, the men of Andc- 
jsin began to turn their eyes towards me, and several 
of them displaced their Daroghas, fortified their towns, 
declared for me, and sent persons to invite me. I de- 
spatched Sultan Sdid Khan, with my Bdberi servants 
and an additional reinforcement, to hold the govern- 
ment of my oAvn native country of Andejfin, and raised 
him to the rank of Khan ; and down to this moment I 
have ahvays continued to treat every man of that 
family, who has sought my protection, with as much 
kindness as my own paternal relations ; as, for example, 
Chin-Taimur Sultan, Isan-Taiinur Sultan, Tokhteh- 
bugha Sultan, and Baba Sultan f, arc all at this instant 
with me, and I have received and treated them with 
more distinction than my own paternal cousins. I have 
no intention,” continues he, “ by these remarks to 
reflect on any one, but only to state the plain truth ; 
nor have I the least design to praise myself ; I have 
spoken of things just as they happened ; and, in every 


* Sultan Said was son of the sons, the latter grandson of the 
younger Khan, and so a grandson younger Khan, and so all descended 
of Shah Begum. of Shah Begum, 

t The three former of tlicse were 



LIF£ OF bAbES. 

word that I have written, have most scrupulously ad- 
hered to the truth.” * 

Muhammed Husein Mirza, though his life was spared, 
had shown himself to be too dangerous a person to be 
permitted to remain at Kdbul. “ He had conducted 
himself,” saj's Bdber, “ in such a criminal and guilty 
way, and had been actively engaged in such mutinous 
and rebellious proceedings, that, had he been cut to 
pieces, or put to a painful death, he would only have 
met with his deserts. As, however, we were related 
to each other, he having sons and daughters by my 
mother’s sister, Khub-nigdr Khanum, I took that cir- 
cumstance into consideration, and set him at liberty, 
allowing him to go to Khora&dn.” * He was accom- 
panied by Khan Mirza, who went no farther than Kan- 
dahdr ; hut Muhammed Husein went on to Farrah. 
Before reaching that place he was met by crowds of 
every class, flying in the utmost distress and confu- 
sion, who reported that Sheibdni Khan had defeated 
the Mirzas of Khordsdn, and taken possession of the 
country. He halted three months at Farrah; when 
Sheibkni, whose family had made several intermarriages 
with his, hearing that he was in his dominions, sent for 
him, and treated him with gi-eat distinction. He ac- 
companied that chief to Samarkand, where he remained 
quietly for some time. But when, about three years 
after this period, it was known that the elder Khan was 
returning from Moghulistan towards Khojend, SheibAni 
sent for the Mirza to Keliit, which he was then besieg- 
ing, and thence speedily hurried him off to Herat ; and, 
as he was jealous of his influence with the Moghuls, who 
were so numerous in his army, and of whom he lived 
in continual dread, he made him be followed and put to 
death. A similar fate was destined for the Mirza’s son, 
Mirza Haider, who was however concealed and carried 
off to Kdbul, and lived to attain very great eminence. 

* Baber’s- Mem. pp. 217—218. + Ibid. p. 218. 
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Sucli was the result of Bdber’s prudent resolution to 
leave Khordsdn, and return to his own dominions. His 
presence at KAbul had become necessary on many 
accounts, as well as to quell tbe recent rebellion. The 
confusion that prevailed, in consequence of successive 
revolutions, and of the march and plunder of foreign 
and barbarous troops over the country, joined perhaps 
to unfavourable seasons, had reduced the inhabitants 
to the most afflicting state of distress, which it re- 
quired all his active benevolence and energy to alle- 
viate. About the same time died his brother Jehdngir 
Mirza, from the effects of excessive drinking*; and 
that prince’s government of Ghazni was bestowed on 
Ndsir klu’za, the surviving brother, who had just 
returned from his unsuccessful expedition against 
Badakhshdn. t 

Bdber, at this period, when all the countries around 
him were in a state of anarchy or revolution, and the 
minds of men were unsettM, seems, among other 
means of confirming his power, to have resorted to the 
expedient of making the leading men of his kingdom 
sign a bond of allegiance and fidelity, t The newness 
of his own government, the late revolt, the distracted 
state of the whole of Central Asia, seemed to justify 
his adopting a measure, which has always had greater 
importance in appearance than it was ever found to 
possess in reality. § 

Meanwhile in Khordsdn, after he left it, affairs 
were less ably conducted. Sheibdni, having sub- 
dued Khwarazm and reduced Balkh, returned to 
Samarkand, where he spent the winter. Early in the 
spring, he set out with an army of fifty thousand men, 

* Jehangir had married the mother, Khanzdda Begum, to Ba- 
fourth daughter of Sultan Mahmud dakhshan. 

Mirza of Hissir (the sister of one + Tar. Besliidi, f. J60.; Briggs’s 
of Baber's wives). He had no son, Ferishta, ii. p. 27. 
but left a daughter, who afterwards I Metamassnk. 
accompanied her maternal grand- ^ Tar. Resh. IF. l60, l6l. 
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and crossed the Ainu. He soon made himself master chap.ii. 
of Andethiid, and advanced towards Baba Khaki, TIT, 
where the army of Khorashii lay. The two kings of a . h . 913, 
Khovasdn, Badi-ez-zemdn Mirza and Mozeifer Mirza, *•'>•1507. 
with their ministers Muhammed Bcrendiik Birlds, and ^onnhe 
Zulniiii Beg, had assumed the command ; but all was ***■■*“! 
indecision and uncertainty, as was to be expected from 
a divided authority. Berendiik, a man of talent, pro- 
posed that he and Mozeffer, whose minister he was, 
should occupy and defend Herdt ; while Badi-ez-zeman 
and his minister Ziilniin should take up a strong posi- 
tion in the adjoining highlands, and call in the aid of 
the chiefs of Sistan, Kandahar, and Zemin-ddwer, as 
well as of the HazAras and Nukdei'is, when they might 
be able so effectually to harass the Uzbeks, whose 
veteran troops it was dangerous to face in the open 
field, that they might not only prevent them from 
acting with effect against Herdt, but soon compel them 
to retreat back with loss, disappointed of their object. 

But Ziilmin was jealous of Berendiik’s holding the 
capital, and threw obstacles in the way of this plan, 
which Baber considered as founded on deep consider- 
ation and foresight. No plan of operations was yet a.k. 913, 
formed, and all was discord and intrigue, Avhen, early 
in June, they learned with alarm, that Sheibdni had Juno; 
passed the Murghab, and had advanced to Sirakhsh. 

The camp was a prey to a sudden panic, and the army 
broke up. Resistance was not even thought of, except 
by Zuliuin, who had the advance; and who, having kept 
his ground with a hundred or a hundred and fifty men, 
was soon swept away, taken prisoner, and his head cut 
off. The Mfrzas fled to Herat, reached it late in the who a™ 
evening, and, having rested their horses till midnight, 
again set out — without carrying off even their mothers, 
sisters, and families, who were in the adjoining fort of 
Ekhtidr-cd-din ; and without taking any measures for 
the defence of the capital. Sheibdni, on his arrival. 
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found nothing prepared to resist him. He took pos- 
session of the city at once ; and in two or three weeks 
the fort also surrendered, with the whole Harams of 
the late sovereign, and the families and children, and 
all the treasures of the Mirzas themselves. These 
ladies, as well as the citizens of Herdt, were plundered 
Avithout mercy under the authority of Sheibdni. 

The disunion and want of concert among the princes 
led to the consequences that might be expected. Each 
retired to his oivn government. Sheibdni sent detach- 
ments of his army against them. The contest was not 
prolonged, though several battles were fought in dif- 
ferent provinces. The victorious Uzbeks marched in 
every direction over Khorasan, that was soon prostrate 
before them. All of the Mirzas fell in action, or were 
put to death Avhen prisoners, in the course of the next 
year or two, except Badi-ez-zem&n Mirza, the eldest, 
Avlio fled to Shah Ismael of Persia, and, after various 
adventures, died at Constantinople about ten years 
afterwards.* 

Such was the termination of the dynasty of Taimur 
in the powerful kingdom of Khordsdn. The sovereignty 
passed to Shcibdni Khan and his Uzbeks, who, lioiv- 
ever, as Avill soon be mentioned, held it only four years. 


* Baber’s Mem. pp. 220 — 224 ; Tar. Resh. fif. iGl, l62. 
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The success of Sheibdni’s arms, first at Samarkand, 
Tdshkend, and Ferghdna, afterwards in Hissdr and 
Kunduz, then in Khwdrazm, and now in Ehordsdn, 
was alarming to all his neighbours. He was undis- 
puted master of the whole extensive regions, from the 
Tartar deserts to the Hindil-kiish, and Parapamisan 
mountains, and the farthest limits of Khordsdn. This 
new iuvader from the north seemed, like Chengiz Khan 
and Taimur Beg, to threaten universal conquest. After 
occupying Khordsdn, it was naturally expected that he 
would march into Zemin-DdAver and Kandahdr, pro- 
vinces which were then dependent on that kingdom. 
In these valuable possessions, Shah Beg had just suc- 
ceeded his father Ziilmin Beg, Arghiin, a man who for 
many years had acted a conspicuous part at the Court 
of Herdt; and who, as he laid the foundation of the 
power of a family which afterwards came into frequent 
collision with Bdber and his sons, governed Kandahdr 
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for many years, and long swaj^ed the sceptre of Sind, 
is entitled to some commemoration in this place. 

Mir Zulniin Beg, the son of Mir Hassan Basri, was 
descended of the noble tribe of Arghtin, by a family 
that had long held a high rank under different princes, 
and which affected to trace back its origin, through 
Arghi'm Khan, to the great Chengiz himself.* While 
yet a youth, he had attached himself to the service of 
Sultan Abu-said Mirza, whose dominions extended from 
Tartary to Kirmdn; and became distinguished above 
all the young nobles of the Court, for his brilliant 
courage and especially for his gallant exploits in single 
combat, several of which were performed under the 
Khdkdn’s own eye. On the calamitous discomfiture 
and death of that powerful monarch at Ardebil, Ziilinin 
returned to Herdt to his father, and was there for some 
time, in the service of Sultan Yddgdr Mirza, one of the 
numerous competitors for the vacant throne. From 
Herdt he afterwards repaired to Samarkand, where he 
was favourably received by Sultan Ahmed Mirza, the 
eldest son of Abusaid, his former master. Here he 
remained some years ; but the Arghiin nobles at that 
Court, having quarrelled ivith the Terkhdns, with whom 
the Sultan was connected by his mother, who was of 
their tribe ; and the Terkhdn lords having gained un- 
limited influence over that pious, but weak and indolent 
prince, Ziilmin returned once more to Herdt, where the 
great Sultan Husein Mirza had now fixed himself, as 
undisputed Khdkdn or Emperor, by the overthrow of 
the last of his antagonists. ■j' 

Under this able sovereign, the Court of Herdt was 

* The genealogy of Zulnun Beg Mir Hasan Basil, Zulnun’s father, 
upwards from Mahmud Ghaz&n, though the most necessary for esta- 
bin Arghun Khan, bin Abakan, bin blishing his claim, I have not met 
Hulakii Khan, bin Tuli Khan, bin with. 

Chengiz Khan, as given by histo- * Mem. of Baber, pp. 20 — 24 . ; 
rians, is distinct enough ; but the Tarikhe-Sind, MS. fols. 72, 73.; 
downward course from Ghazan to Briggs’s Ferishta, voL iv. p. 432. 
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the general resort of adventurers of talent or ambition, 
in arms, in letters, or the useful arts, from every part 
of Asia, A soldier, who, like Ziilniin, had distinguished 
himself by his personal prowess and his martial ardour 
in every action in which he had been engaged, was sure 
to be gladly welcomed. In due course of time his pe- 
culiar talents were called into action. The Sultan 
bestowed on him the government of Ghiir and the 
Niikderi* country, lying east of Herat, on the south- 
west limits of the Parapamisan or Hazdra range of 
mountains. The inhabitants, like the more numerous 
tribe of Ilazdras, who lived farther to the east, in the 
hills that lie between these districts and Kdbul, were a 
rude and barbarous race of highbinders, who regarded 
the lowlands around them as their inheritance, and 
Avho, in their incursions, not only plundered the cattle 
and properly of the neighbouring cultivators of the 
soil, but ix>bbed travellers and the caravans of mer- 
chants, whom they intercepted while proceeding on 
their way from one city to another ; and especially such 
as passed between Herat and Kandahdr. The booty 
so acquired they carried off into their mountain recesses, 
where they defied the arm of regular government. Near 
as their territory lay to the capital, they had baiSed all 
former attempts to reduce them to order. 

No sooner was Ziilniin appointed to the government, 
than he hastened to his command, attended by a small 


* The NukJeria, called by D’Ohs- 
son Negoudariens, are described as 
hiving been originally wandering 
Ufoghuls, who used to range in 
Sistiin, but who were sent by Gha- 
zan to Irak Ajemi, where they had 
summer and winter stations assigned 
to them. Being, however, accused 
of continuing their old freehooting 
practices, and molested in conse- 
quence, they moved away without 
permission, and placed themselves 


under the protection of Melik Fakr- 
ed-din of Heidt, who employetl 
them against snch of his neighbours 
as he wished to subdue. He con- 
tinued to piotect them from the re- 
sentment of Ghazdn. D’Ofasson, 
Hist, des Mongols, tom. iv. p. 1Q3 
— 6. ed. 1834. The tenitory as- 
signed them at that time near the 
Ghusi and the Khilji, tliey have 
ever since letained. 
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BOOK 11. band of faithful adherents. Followed by a mere hand- 
ful of men, he fearlessly attacked and defeated large 
bodies of the restless Hazdra and Nukderi tribes, wher- 
ever they were to be found. His personal courage, and 
extraordinai'y bodily powers, astonished and daunted 
the rude mountaineers. He often had not more than 
seventy or eighty of his trusty followers along with him, 
when he surprised them in their tents, slew their war- 
riors, and drove off their flocks. AVhen repeated and 
bloody discomfitures, in which they found themselves 
vanquished at their own warfare, had produced the 
natural effect on their minds, he followed up his mea- 
sui*es of hostility by a steady course of conciliatory 
kindness. The tribes, when thus courted by the rough 
and hardy hero whom they dreaded and admired, will- 
ingly transferred to him their services. He, in the end, 
not only reduced them to order (and they never were 
kept in such order as by him), but so completely se- 
cured their attachment, that those barbarous tribes 
ever after, and under all changes of fortune, continued 
the unshaken supporters of Zulmin and his family. 

Geto ihc His success in these difficult operations, which occu- 
o? three or four years, was so acceptable to the 

DiiwCT, Sultan, that he soon after bestowed on him the govern- 
A D usa ; nient of Zemin-Dawer. This province, which stretches 
from the roots and valleys of the Hazdra mountains, 
along the right bank of the Helmend till its union with 
the Arghandab river, which joins it from Kandahar, is 
one of the richest and most fertile countries in these 
anjof parts. To this was added the district of Farrah, to the 
F-irrah. which lies between the hills and Sistdn. He also 

, extended his influence over the Germsir (or warm 

country), a province composed of the deep and narrow 
tract of low hot lands, lying chiefly along the lower 
course of the Helmend. 

By these conquests, and by his influence with the 
Hazdra and Kipclidk tribes, who dwelt in the hills and 
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wilds of Kandahdr, the power of this able and successful 
chief had become very formidable. The fame of his 
exploits, and of his conquests, regularly reached Hermit ; 
and were at first so agreeable to the KhakAn, that he 
honoured Ziilniin Avith the Tiigh, or horsetail standard* 
or banner, which marked a high rank among the no- 
bility. But, in a short time after, his continued pro- 
gress and growing reputation naturally excited alarm 
in a jealous court, in an age Avhen every successful 
leader aimed at independence. He was recalled ; and, 
his plans not being yet ripe for execution, he at once 
obeyed, and appeared in the presence of his sovereign ; 
where his respectful and prudent behaviour went far to 
gain the KhAkAn’s good opinion, and to remove the 
doubts that had been entertained of his fidelity.f 

At this period, the intrigues in the royal Haram had 
given rise to several parties at the court of HerAt. 
Badi-ez-zeraAn Mirza, the eldest son of the KhAkAn, 
was filled with apprehensions by no means groundless, 
lest his father, acting under the influence of Khadfja 
Begum, his favourite wife, might be induced to prefer 
to the succession, her son Muzaffer Husein Mirza, who 
was also the Sultan’s favourite child; though, accord- 
ing to BAber, Avho knew him personally, he had nothing 
in his mind or manners to justify this partiality. J 
ZAlmin, who saw the unsteady footing on Avhich he 
was placed at the court of HerAt, rather encouraged 
the discontent of the elder brother, whom he gained 
over, and particularly attached to himself. By this 
prince’s advice, Ziilmin noAV discharged all his followers, 
renounced every appearance of state, and lived in a 
private and retired manner ; stUl, however, showing 
himself from time to time in the presence. This quiet 
and prudent demeanour produced its effect. At the 

* Rather cowtail, it being made t Tarikhe-Sind, fol. 73, 74. Mem. 
of the tail of the kitds or mountain of Baber, p. 186. 
cow. t Mem. of Baber, p. 179. 
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end of about one year, his situation was at length taken 
into consideration, in the royal council ; on which 
occasion Badi-ez-zeman, who was present, but afraid to 
appear directly to favour Zulniin, proposed that he 
should forthwith be appointed to the government of 
Kandahar, which was then vacant ; a situation which, 
he said, hardly any officer of rank would willingly 
accept of, as the cHmate had always hitherto, in the 
course of tAvo or three rears, cut off those who held it- 
And Jie added that, should the same fate attend the 
new goA’ernor, it might only relieve his majesty of a 
subject whom he could spare * ; Avhile, if he survived, 
means never would be wanting of reducing him to his 
duty. The proposal was approved of ; the abilities of 
Zulmin, for (piieting the province, Avere undoubted ; 
and the Mi'rza Avas commissioned to inform him of this 
mark of imperial favour, and to invest him, on the 
part of the Khukan, his father, AA’ith a dress of honour, 
accompanied by a horse richly caparisoned, a standard, 
and kettle-drum, marks of liigh distinction, usually 
granted on such an occasion. Ziilniin, sensibly alive 
to this active proof of the Mirza’s friendship, granted 
him a Avritiiig by Avhich he bound himself to support 
him Avith life and soul, and to attend on his call, 
Avithout hesitation or delay, under any circumstances 
Avhatever, — evidently implying, even against the Khdkan 
himself. 

But Zulniin had not yet had his audience of leave; 
and the suspicions of his fidelity, which had been 
evaded rather than quieted, might stUl prevent his 
being alloAvcd to take possession of his government. 
Aware of this, he lost no time in despatching orders to 
his eldest son, Shah Beg, and several of his most 
trusty Arghuii and Terkhan officers, to join him im- 
mediately in Khordsdn. Their arrival, as they might 

• The maUily so fatal at Kan- Tarikhe-Sind, fol. 
dahar was the Marze-Viba. See 
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be considered in the light of hostages for his fidelity, 
tended in some degree to remove suspicions of any 
sinister intention. Still, Jiowever, delays Avere inter- 
posed by tlie suspicions of the Khakdii; and the dis- 
orders of Kandahar went on increasing ; till at length 
the princes his sous and the chief ministers were com- 
pelled to represent to him, that the troubled state of 
the province most urgently required the presence of a 
governor ; a representation which was speedily followed 
by an intimation to Zulinin that it Avould be necessary 
for him instantly to set out by himself, leaving his son 
and suite behind him at the court. Delighted with 
the pretext AA-hich this sudden notice afforded for his 
departure, he secretly, Avithout taking leave, set out 
by night, accompanied by his son, his nobles and troops, 
but leaving all his heavy baggage and servants ; and, 
having had everything previously prepared, hastened 
AAfith all possible speed towards his govenunent. Kothing 
was known of his departure for several days, Avhen an 
officer sent to Zulmin’s house, to desire him to put off 
his departure till the festival of the Nurdz or v’ernal 
equinox Avas over, reported, on his return, that Zuhnin 
had already set out, with his family ; but that his 
servants, camels, baggage, and equipage of every de- 
scription, were still at his house. When some of the 
courtiers observed, that such being the case he Avould 
speedily return ; “ Ko,” said the aged monarch, “ I 
haA’’e seen Ziihuin for the last time." 

The state of affairs in the court of Herdt made it 
advisable rather to overlook than to punish this insult. 
A firmdn folloAved Zuliuin, confirming him in the 
government of Kandahdr, but requiring his pi’esence at 
court. The messenger overtook him at Farrah. He 
received the mandate Avith affected devotion and hu- 
mility, declaring that it was the most earnest Avish of 
his heart, after visiting his family, Avho were only tAVo 
stages off, to accompany the messenger back to the 
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foot of the throne. He, however, went on to Kandali&.r, 
where he assembled a council of his relations, his tribes- 
men, and the principal chiefs attached to his interest, 
and laid before them the imperial requisition ; which all 
of them, of course, insisted on his declining. To their 
instances he affected unwillingly to yield. The mes- 
senger, who was present, was soon after honourably 
dismissed with rich presents and a respectful reply: 
and the Sultan well saw that no hopes were left of his 
finding an obedient or faithful subject in Ziilniin.* 

The Arghiin chief now applied himself, for some time, 
to the task of consolidating his authority, and of orga- 
nising his military resources. These were ample ; but 
the great diversity both in the physical structure of his 
dominions, which stretched over savage mountains, rich 
plains, and sandy desert ; and in the manners and habits 
of the tribes by which they were peopled, which in 
general were barbarous and unsettled, of various races 
and spealdng different tongues, made the task no easy 
one. In this business he was ably assisted by his son 
Shah Shujaa Beg, who, when only a boy, had accom- 
panied him in his most perilous forays and expeditions, 
in which he had displayed an ardent but regulated 
valour. They extended their territory to the south, 
over the wild tracts of plain and rugged and broken 
mountains that lie in that direction, reducing Pishin, 
Shdl, and Mustung, as far as the very borders of the 
Baliich country, and of Siwistdn. 

The intrigues in the Haram of Sultan Husein Mirza 
terminated at length in the rebellion of Badi-cz-zemdn 
Mirza. That prince, who soon after his revolt was 
defeated by his father, fled, as we have seen, to Kunduz 
to Khosrou Shah, then in the height of his power ; 
whence, after a short stay, he crossed the mountain to 
take refuge with Ziilmin, by whom he was received with 


* Taiikhe-Siml, fol. 75, 76. ; Briggs’s Ferishta, vol. iv. p. 4.3SJ. 
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every inai'k of distinction ; and, among other offerings, chap. hi. 
received from him a present of forty thousand sheep at 7 
one time. He was entertained with royal pomp, and 
ere long married the daughter of Zuliixin Beg, a con- 
nection which drew closer than ever the bonds of union 
between the Prince, and his supporter. In the mean- 
while the Prince’s son, kluhammed Momm Mfrza, who 
had been driven to revolt in AsterabAd, having been 
defeated on the same day xvith his father, was taken 
prisoner, and carried to Herdt. There he was closely 
confined in the castle of Ekhtiar-ed-dfn ; and soon after 
put to death, by an order said to have been procured 
by the favourite Begum from her uxorious husband, 
while in a state of intoxication.* 

Sultan Husein Mfrza, oflFiended at the princely re- suitan 
ception given to his rebellious son by a subject of his 
otvn, marched into his territories with a formidable Kan.uhAr, 
army, for the purpose of chastising him. Ziilniin, I,'.' 1497. 
seeing no hope of success from open resistance in the 
field, ordered the whole grain, cattle, and provisions 
that lay in the line of march of the advancing army, 
to be carried into the strong forts of the country ; and, 
making a desert of his own territory, presented only a 
barren waste to the invader. He appointed his eldest 
son, Shah Beg, to defend Kandahdr; and Muhammed 
Mokfm, another of his sons, to guard the Zemfn-Ddwer j 
while he himself retired into the fort of Peshengf, and 
Badi-ez-zeman into another stronghold. As the Sultan 
advanced, by Farrah to the Germsir and the Zemfn- 
Dawer, he found no enemy to encounter; but at the 
same time njothing was procurable by which he could 
subsist his troops. Scarcity began to prevail, and fa- 
mine was about to follow. To retreat, through a bare 

" Biibei's Mem. pp. 44. 46. Ta- tion of the Imyu and Surkhab, He 
rikhc-Sind, fol. 78 — 81. is said to have rendered it so strong 

t Probably Sira Kila, or Kila that not even a pismire could crawl 
Abdalla, in Pisliin, near the jimc- into it. — Tar. Sind. 
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waste with troops exhausted as his were, Avas impos- 
sible ; and his great ai’my ivas on the point of dispersing 
to shift eveiy man for himself, when he ivas saved by the 
timidity of the governor of Bist *, on the Helmend, Avho 
surrendered the fort entrusted to his care, on the very 
■first summons. Had he held out only for two days, 
the ruin of the imperial army was inevitable. In this 
fort the provisions that had been driven in from the 
surrounding country were found collected; and the 
stores Avhich it contained enabled the Sultan and his 
army to retrace their steps to the capital, through the 
Avasted plains they had so recently traversed.f 

In the early part of the ensuing spring the Khdkiin 
alloAA'ed a number of his soldiers to return for a short 
time to their homes, to refresh themselves after this 
campaign, and to prepare for another which he had re- 
solved to make; Avhile he himself, in his camp at the 
Auleng-Nxshfn near Herdt, indulged at his ease in all 
the usual pleasures and amusements of a voluptuous 
court. But he had to do with an active enemy. News 
of the careless Avay in which he lay having reached the 
Germsir, Badi-ez-zeman and Shah Beg formed the plan 
of taking him by surprise. Accompanied by three 
thousand chosen horse, in five or six days, they reached 
SebzdAvar, Avhere their approach was discovered by 
Feridun Husein Mirza, one of the Khdkau’s sons, Avho 
sent messenger after messenger to alarm his father. 
The neAvs spread consternation in Auleng-Ni'shin. 
Orders Avcre despatched to Herdt, to put the city in a 
state of defence ; and the charge of it Avas committed 
to the celebrated Amir Ali Shir, Avho combined in his 
OAvn person the characters of a distinguished soldier, 
poet, and statesman. A ditch was hastily begun to be 
draAvn round the camp, and strong bodies of troops 
posted in advance. MeanAvhUe, scouts and expresses 

* Or Boit. t Baber’s Mem. p. 62 , Taiikhc- 

Siiul, MS. fol. 80, 81. 
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in rapid succession continued to bring Avord that the 
invaders Avere hastening on Avithout slackening rein ; 
and it Avas the general belief, that, had they gone straight 
on, while the alarm and confusion still prevailed, in- 
stead of halting at Isferain, a Avhole night, to rest them- 
selves, they must have succeeded in their attempt. In 
the course of the next morning two considerable bodies 
of men from different quarters unexpectedly joined the 
imperial camp ; so that the invaders, Avhen they came 
near it, sraa'-, from the numbers and state of preparation 
of their enemy, that there Avas not a hope of success; 
and hastened, AA'ithout loss of time, to make good their 
retreat ; which they effected, by their OAvn speed, or by 
the confusion into which their unexpected approach 
had throAvn their enemy.* 

To atone for this disappointment, Ziilniin and the 
Prince soon after raised an army, composed of all the 
military strength of KandahAr, Zemin-DdAver, and 
Ghiir, besides a body of Hazdras, Nukderis, and Kip- 
chaks, and entered Khordsan, plundering and laying 
Avaste the country. The Ehakdn Avas preparing to 
meet them in the field, when a negotiation was opened, 
by some saintly men, the usual mediators of the time. 
A request Avas made on the part of the Prince to have 
Sistdn granted to him. This the lihdkan peremptorily 
refused, and hostilities Avere about to recommence ; Avhen 
Mir Ali Shir, who was a personal friend of the Khdkdn, 
hastening from Herdt to the camp, prevailed upon him 
to agree to the terms, and to grant Sistdn and Farrah 
to Badi-ez-zemdn ; after Avhich the two armies separated, 
and the Prince proceeded to his neAV principality.f 

But the causes of dissension lay too deep to be 
instantly removed. No sooner had Sultan Husein 
marched from his capital for Asterdbad, to quell the 

* Taiikhe-Sind, fol. 81 — 83. t End of Ssfer, a.ii. flOl, Begg. 

Baber ’ii Mem p 62. Oct. a. d. 14.98. Tariklie-Sind, fol. 

83—85. 
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II. rebellion of another of liis sons, than the Prince and 
~ Zulnun, availing themselves of his absence, once more 
issued forth at the head of an army, chiefly composed 
of Hazaras and other hill-tribes ; drove off the cattle, 
and ruined the property of the Ami'i's in the interest 
of the KhAkdn, and of his favourite son Mozeffer ; and 
approached Herat. Mir AU Shir, Avho had been left 
governor of the place, had used every means that skill 
and activity could employ for fortifying and provisioning 
the city. Zulniin, leaving Badi-ez-zemdn with the 
bulk of the army at Ubeh, pushed on nearer to the 
capital ; Avhen various persons, who yet remained in the 
adjoining villages, waited on him with congratulatory 
offerings ; and informed him, that, several armies were 
on their march from different quarters to protect the 
capital, and ivere at that moment near at hand. Ziil- 
inin despatched an express to communicate this inform- 
ation to the Prince, who joined him in Likal.khdna. 
The imperial troops issuing from Baghdt*, Ziilmin 
attacked them in the Auleng-Ni'shin, and victory de- 
clared for the confederates. They now encamped at 
the Auleng-Mshm, the usual camp of the Kh^kan; 
but soon moved to Piil-Maldn, and summoned the 
city. Mir Ali Shir, however, faithful to his trust, de- 
clared his determination to hold it out to the last ex- 
tremity; and, during a siege of forty days, bravely 
repelled all attacks of the enemy. By this time, news 
of the emperor’s approach was received at Herat. Mir 
Ali Shir, who was attached to Badi-ez-zeraan, imme- 
diately wrote to inform him of the fact, advising him 
to raise the siege. He accordingly moved away to 
Piil-Saldr, and thence to the Murghab; where he was 
soon after joined by the force of Badghis and Chichektii, 

” I know not whether there is a " gardens " of the rich Hirwis. 
suburb called Baghat, at Herat; or, Piil-Malan is the name of the 
if the name is merely applied to the river that passes near Herat, and 
collection of suburban houses and probably of a village on it. 
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and by Sbab Beg with a select body of men from Kan- 
dahar. The governor of Mei'V having refused to sur- 
render, Shah Beg, with his mountaineers, assaulted the 
place with such fury, that, after an attack maintained 
from morning till noon, that important place was carried. 

Meanwhile the Khakdn had returned to Herat ; but 
the army which he had brought from Asterabad was 
quite disorganised, from the fatigue of a long continued 
and hurried march ; and he found his other troops dis- 
pirited by their late discomfiture. The Prince, too, had 
pi’obably a strong party in his father’s council. Sultan 
Husein began to incline to peace, and a treaty was in 
due time concluded ; by which the province of Balkh, 
which Badi-ez-zemdn had formerly enjoyed, was bestowed 
on him anew, with the title of Humayun Kh^kani ; 
while Sistdn, the province he now held, Avas made over 
to Ami'r Sultdn Ali, a bi’other of Zdhiiin. 

A circumstance soon occurred, however, Avhich shoAved 
hoAV unAviUingly this sacrifice Avas made by the Khdkdn. 
The governor of tlie fort of Lash, a dependency of 
Sistdn, — being discontented with Sultan Ali, his new 
master, — sent privately to the Khakan to inform him, 
that such Avas the general feeling in his favour, that, if 
one of the young princes Avere to appear in Sistdn, the 
whole country Avould at once declare for him. In con- 
sequence of this iiiA'itation, Ibn Husein Mirza, one of 
the Khdkdn’s sons, Avas despatched into Sistdn Avith two 
thousand horse. He advanced and stationed himself at 
a town called Uki. But he had to do with an active 
enemy. Zdlnun had heard of his motions, and instantly 
pushed on toAvards him, accompanied by his son, Shah 
Beg. He got near the Mirza’s camp in the morning, 
while he AA'as yet asleep, and his troops dispersed to 
plunder or forage. The ilirza, when roused, adA^anced 
bravely to meet the enemy, Avith about three hundred of 
his cavalry, Avho happened to be still around him. He 
had hardly moved otf his ground, Avhen Ziilnun, Avith a 
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superior force, closed in upon him on every side. 
Though thus taken as in a snare, the Mirza fought 
valiantly; huf was wounded byMirFdzil Kokiltdsh, an 
Arghiin officer, and forced to retreat. Ziilndn suf- 
fered him to escape, and directed that neither he nor 
his troops should be molested in their way back to 
HerAt.-^ 

These repeated successes had spread far and wide the 
reputation of Ziilnun. This was farther increased by 
the expedition of his son, Muhammed Mokim, against 
Kabul, and the conquest of that kingdom, — events 
that extended the sphere of his direct influence, from 
the desert of Khorasan nearly to the borders of India; 
and from the Parapamisan mountains to Mekran. It is 
said, however, that the hoai-y politician did not approve 
of this last extension of the power of his family. Kabul 
was not, like the other dominions which he possessed, 
dependent on IlerAt ; but an independent kingdom, the 
throne of which had long been filled by princes of the 
family of Tairaur. By the expulsion of one of these 
was it acquired ; and, so venerable was the name of the 
great conqueror, in these regions, that the right to fill 
a throne Avas still considered as belonging almost exclu- 
sively to his race. Zulnun might reasonably suppose, 
that the direct occupation of such a kingdom put him 
too much in opposition to the reigning families, and 
too soon unmasked his vieivs of entire independence. 
But while, in public, he chided his son for the impolitic 
and unauthorised usurpation, he at the same time in- 
structed him as to the fittest means by which his ucav 
acquisition could be maintained. kVe have seen that 
the possession of KAbul and Ghazni was but a short- 
lived triumph, as the arrival of Baber, from the north, 
soon after wrested them from his grasp.f 

On the death of Sultan Husein Mirza, Zulmiu’s ira- 

* Taiikhe-Sind. MS, if. 88, 89. + Tankhe-Sind. fT. 89, 90. Ba- 

ber’s Mem. ut supra. 
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portance received an ample increase. He became the chap. nr. 
prime minister and chief adviser of Badi-ez-zemdn Mfrza 
during his short and divided sovereignty in Khorasan. ziinAn be- 
Considerable additions were then made to his ffoveni- “ 

o prltnc 

ment, especially on the skirts of the mountains on the minister at 
side of the Herat. We are told by Baber, who knew 
him, that, though a brave, frank, and hardy soldier, he 
wanted compass of mind, was profoundly ignorant, very 
deficient in judgment, superstitious, and ridiculously 
open to flattery. IJis weakness in this respect was 
partly the cause of his death. When he was minister 
at Ilerdt, and the Uzbek invasion engrossed the 
thoughts of all, some sei'vile holy men and Mfillas 
assured him that they had had communication with the 
celestial spheres, and that the glorious title of “ Lion 
of God ” * had been bestowed on him by the divine 
decree ; that he was pi’edestined to defeat the Uzbeks, 
and to take the whole of them prisoners. Ziilnun, who 
was a slave to the superstition of his day, returned 
thanks to the Almighty for having been selected as the 
instrument of so noble an achievement, the certainty of 
which he unhesitatingly believed ; so that, when Sheibdni, 
pushing into Khorasan, cut off the communication of a. 913, 
the Mirzas with each other, and defeated the troops a-d-iso?- 
which fell in his way, Zuhiun resolutely kept his ground, 
with about a hundred and fifty horse, expecting the 
fulfilment of the prophecy. Sheibfini’s profane bar- 
barians, however, speedily surrounded, and, by immense 
superiority of numbers, disarmed him and his followers. 

His head was afterwards struck off, to be presented to is suin. 
the Khan. Such was the end of Zulmin’s active life. 

His sons succeeded him in his extensive territories, in 
which he had nearly become independent.! 

When the Arghiin brothers, — his sons Shah Shujaa inssons 
Beg and Mokim, — by the progress of Sheibfini’s success, “tn Bdber^ 


* He7eber AIU. 


t Babti's Mem. pp. ISC — 222. 
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^ ^ persecl or slain, and the throne of Herilt occupied by a 
Tartar chief, who had hitherto laid prostrate whatever 
opposed him, they naturally looked around for some 
one able to protect them in the. hour of danger ; and 
Baber presented himself as at once the nearest and 
most efficient ally within their reach ; recommended 
perhaps the more from the influence of ancient opinion, 
being now the only remnant of the house of the great 
Taimur that preserved even the appearance of power. 
While the Uzbeks were busy overrunning KhorasAn, 
the brothers, he tells us, repeatedly despatched am- 
bassadors to him, with letters containing humble pro- 
fessions of service and submission ; and he adds, that 
Moklm, in one of these letters, explicitly called upon 
him to hasten to his assistance. The extent of this 
submission and invitation it is not easy to ascertain. 
In the alarm into which they had been thrown, they 
may have used toi’ius of humility of which they after- 
wards repented ; Avhile, on the other hand, Bdber may 
not have been unwilling to give to the submissive style 
of courtesy common in eastern letters and verbal com- 
munications, a literal interpretation, as implying a 
real intention to submit to his authority, ivhich Avas 
,,,,0 not intended. However that may be, Avith all the 
marches ft r ardour and imiiatience of youth and ambition, he 
listened to the call, taking it in the sense that he de- 
sired ; and instantly obeyed. 

We have seen that the civil Avars, AA'hich had changed 
the government of Kabul and Ghazni so often in the 
course of a few years, joined to the march and ravages 
of armies, had made the summer after Bdber’s re- 
turn from Khorasdn one of great scarcity and dis- 
tress throughout his kingdom. But it was not his 
dominions alone that at this time suffered from the 
ravages of war. A.s he advanced on his march to- 
Avards Kandahdr, he Avas met at Ghazni by numbers 
of fugitives, the Avreck of the army of Khordsan; 
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and by some of the females of the royal house of Herat, 
and among others his own affianced bride, who were 
flying from that capital. At Kilat* he came upon 
a caravan of Indian merchants, whom, contrary to 
the advice of his officers, but following his owui in- 
variable practice, and in compliance with sound feel- 
ings of justice, which in the end coincide with those 
of sound policy, as Baber found on this and on other 
occasions, he did not proceed to plunder as they ex- 
pected ; though, impelled by his necessities, he levied a 
contribution from them. ' After he had passed Kilat, 
Khan Mirza and Abdal Rizak Mirza his cousins, who 
had both lately been his rivals, and sat on the throne of 
KAbul, joined him; with inany other persons of im- 
portance, who were flying before the Uzbeks. He now 
despatched envo3'S to inform the Arghiin brothers of his 
approach, calling upon them to concert measures along 
with him against Sheibtini Khan.f 

But the policy of these princes had undergone an 
important change. Soon after his victory, Sheibdni 
had turned his Auews to Kandahar, and the other pos- 
sessions of the Khakan in that quarter. He had even 
advanced by Farrah, as far as the Germsir, to enforce 
his claims, when an embassy from Shah Beg reached 
his camp, tendering the submission of the Arghiins, and 
offering on their part to read the public prayer and 
strike the coin in his name. Sheibdni, satisfied with 
this readiness to acknowledge his sovereignty, accepted 
their submission, and marched in another direction, to 
reduce the other portions of the wide extended kingdom 
that had fallen under his power, as the fruit of his 
victories. To Bdber’s requisition, therefore, they 
returned such answers as showed that they had no 
intention of submitting to him as their lawful lord. 
On the contrary, they affected to treat him as an equal. 

* Now Kilate Ghi^i. Tar. Resh. f. IfiO.; Fcrishta, v. ii. 

f Baber’s Mem. pp. 224, 225.; x>p. 26, 27. 
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aTTTTso? pulsed, he prepared for action ; and, as his army was not 
Battle of numerous, he proceeded with much caution. He di- 
icandabar. jgQtejj mai'ch along the course of the streams that 
flow towards Kandahar, till he came near Baba Hasan 
Abdal and Khalishak. He next moved to a meadow 
near Kandahdr ; but did not think of engaging there, 
the ground being broken by villages and trees. As his 
troops, in the march from Khilat, had sufiered much 
from hunger, nearly a half of them had gone out to 
forage and to collect sheep, cattle, and what else was 
required. At this moment, the Arghilns were found 
to be advancing on them. Baber instantly put his men 
in order, without waiting for the foragers. His whole 
number of regular troops Avas only about two thousand, 
of whom one half Avere absent. The Arghiins, who had 
at least four or five thousand regularly armed, exceeded 
them many times in number, and had probably ex- 
pected to come upon them unprepared as well as scat- 
tered. Bdber says, that he never had his men better 
disciplined and trained than at that time. They not 
only stood their ground against the superior force of 
the enemy, Avho were commanded by Shah Beg in 
person, having under him officers of great experience ; 
Shah Beg but charged them in turn, and in the end broke through 
defeated. them to flight; and, such was their success, 

that they cut off the communication of Shah Beg with 
the fort, — neither he nor his brother being able to regain 
Kandohir the town, wliich soon surrendered to the victor, with 
eurrenders. treasures and the families of the vanquished. 

Shah Beg fled to his southern possessions of Shal and 
Mustung, in the desert ; while Mokim retired westAvard 
Bichnessof to Zemin-Dfiwer. The spoil of the city was magnifi- 
the spoil, cently rich. The Avealth, collected in the course of the 
long and fortunate life of Ziilmin Beg, was brought out 
and liberally divided by Bdber among his followers. 
The number of horses, camels, and mules, the quantity 
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of rich silk stuffs and fine linen, of tents with awnings 
of velvet, and other rich clothes, besides gold and silver 
coin, was immense. To save the trouble of counting 
the money and specie, it was divided by weight, and 
enriched all the army. Bdber bestowed Kandahdr 
upon his brother, Nd&ir Mirza, and then hastened back 
with his army to Kabul. Sheibdni Khan was too vigi- 
lant an enemy, to render it safe to linger needlessly so 
near him.* 

Accordingly, Bdber had not returned more than a 
week to Kabul, when he learned that Sheibdni was busily 
employed in besieging Kandahdr. When Mokim, after 
his defeat, retired to Zemin-Ddwer, he sent to invite 
Sheibdni to his succour. That active prince, without 
loss of time, hastened b}’ forced marches through the 
hill-country between Herat and Kandahdr ; in hopes of 
surprising Bdber, whom he trusted to find yet indulg- 
ing himself in the conquered city, free from care, in 
the full enjoyment of his victory. His plan was in part 
defeated by the sagacity of Kdsim Beg, Bdber’s old and 
favourite minister, who had advised the speedy march 
back to Kdbul; but Sheibdni laid siege to Kandahdr, 
in which Bdber’s brother, Ndsir Mlrza, was shut up. 

This news filled the young Sultan, and his adherents, 
with well-founded alarm. The power and talents of 
Sheibdni were too well known to them, by long and 
painful experience, and their own weakness was too 
visible, to admit of a hope that he could be resisted in 
the open field, in the present state of Baber’s affairs. 
The conquest of Khordsdn had added immensely to the 
previous power and reputation of the terrible Uzbek. 
At a council, — held for the purpose of deciding what 
course ought to be pursued in this difficult emergency, 
— such was the alarm diffused by Sheibdni’s prov/ess and 
power, that it was considered as hopeless even to at- 
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tempt the defence of the country of Kdbul ; and it was, 
therefore, judged to be most advisable to escape the 
coming tempest, by trying the fate of an inroad either 
into Badakhslian or India. Opinions were divided be- 
tween the two; but Baber’s wishes, which turned to- 
wards India, decided the question. Leaving, in Kabul, 
his cousin Abdal Kizak, the late king, he marched down 
the Kdbul river for the Indus. To leave his rival 
master of the capital, may look like the dictate of list- 
less despair. But he probably thought, that the long 
connection of that prince’s ancestors with the kingdom 
afforded the best chance, when the great body of his 
own troops were withdrawn, of uniting in his favour the 
force of the country ; and Baber may have trusted to 
his own talents, and to the ascendency which he had 
gained over his rival by success, for recovering the 
throne, at a future time, in case of the reti’eat of the 
Uzbeks. Yet the influence regained at this iieriod by 
Abdal Eizdk may reasonably be supposed to have had 
some connection with the revolution which soon after 
followed in his favour. 

"When Baber began his march towards the low coun- 
tries on the side of Lamghdn, the robber tribes, who 
possess the intervening passes, seeing him apparently 
abandon his lately acquired kingdom, and in full march 
for the Indus, following their usual policy, attempted 
to obstruct his progress; in the very line of march 
which has since become so memorable by the disasters 
of a British army. “We proceeded on our route by 
way of Khurd-Ktibul,” says Bdber ; “ on reaching Siirkh 
Kebdt, we passed Kunik Sdi by the hill-pass. The 
Afghans who inhabit between Kdbul and Lamghdn are 
robbers and plunderers even in peaceable times. Fer- 
vently do they pray to God for such times of confusion 
as ^ow prevailed, but rarely do they get them. When 


* Little Kabul. 
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they understood that I had abandoned Kdbul and was 
marching for Hindustan, their usual insolence was in- 
creased tenfold. Ev(‘n the best disposed among them Avere 
then bent on mischief ; and things came to such lengths 
that the morning we marched from Jagdalik, the Af- 
ghans, through whose country we were to pass, — such 
as the Khizer-Khail, the Shimu-khail *, the Khirilji, 
and the Khiigiani, — determined to obstruct our march 
through the Kotal (or hill-pass) of Jagdalik, and drew up 
on the hill that lies on the north, beating their drums, 
brandishing their swords, and raising terrific shouts. As 
soon as Ave had mounted, I ordered the troops to ascend 
the hill and attack the enemy, each in the direction 
nearest to him. They accordingly advanced, and making 
their way by any valley, ravine, or other approach 
they could discover, got near them; upon which the 
Afghdns, after standing an instant, took to flight, with- 
out even shooting an arroAV. After driving off the 
Afghdns, Ave reached the top of the ascent.” f Descend- 
ing to the district of Nangenhdr, he halted before the 
fort of Adinapiir, now Jeldldbdd; a name Avhichhas be- 
come memorable in the annals of British India. Here 
Bdber separated his army into four divisions, which he 
sent in difierent directions, to plunder and lay waste 
the country of the Afghdns, who at that period seem 
not to have acknowledged even a nominal subjection to 
the crown of Kdbul. In these operations he passed the 
time, Vaiting for news from the west. As the alarm 
gradually subsided, he sent back some troops to Kdbul ; 
while he proceeded, himself, to survey the country 
upon the Cheghdnscrdi river, and to plunder the in- 
habitants. J 

He Avas not long of receiving news which determined 
his return to Kdbul. Sheibdni Khan had no sooner 
appeared before Kandahar, than the city was given up, 

* Or, Himu-khail. $ Baber’s Mem. vp. 232, 233. j 

f Baber’s Mem, p. 232. Tariklic-Sind. f. 1)5. 
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Nasir Mirza and the garrison retiring into the citadel. 
This fortress Avas vigorously assailed ; mines ivere run 
under the defences, and sprung; and the place must 
infallibly have fallen, in the course of a few days more, 
when Sheibdni learned that the fort of Nirehtu *, east 
of Ilerdt, in ivhich he had left the females of his family, 
had been surprised by a sudden rising in that neigh- 
bourhood. Without delay he made Ndsir Alirza pro- 
posals for an accommodation, Avhich were readily agreed 
to, Avhen he hurried back towards Herat. Ndsir, Avho 
had found his situation in Kandahar too full of dif- 
ficulty to give him any prospect of successfully main- 
taining himself there, was glad to yield up the citadel, 
and retreated to Ghazni. By Sheibhni’s orders, and 
perhaps as a consequence of the capitulation, the 
Argluins Avere immediately restored to the possession 
of both the town and citadel ; and all the rest of the 
province submitted to them once more.f 

Though it was noAV the middle of winter, Bilber, on 
receiving the neAvs of these occurrences, returned to 
Kabul, and abandoned the idea of advancing into Ilin- 
dustdn. He gave Ghazni to Nasir Mirza, and Nangenhdr 
and other districts of Kdbul to Abdal Rizdk Mirza. 
Khan Mirza, when Baber marched from Kabul for Hin- 
dustan, had, Avith his permission, set out for Ba- 
dakhshan, in hopes of gaining for himself a settlement 
in that country. He Avas accompanied by a number 
of his friends and folloAvers, and in particular by his 
grandmother, Shah Begum, Avho Avas a princess of the 
ancient royal family of that little kingdom. 

It was at this time that Bdber assumed the title of 
Padshah, or Emperor.J Till then, as he himself in- 

* Nirehtu, or Kaltun was a strong league and a half in length, and so 
fortress, not far from Herat, in the narrow that two men could not walk 
Badghis distiict. It was situated abreast. Hist, des Mongols, vol. i, 
on the top of a lock ; and, in order p. 343. 
to reach it, it is said to have been + Babei’s Mem. p. S-IJ. 
necessary to marth along a path a t Many descendants ol Tannur 
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foms US, none of the family of Taimur Beg, even Avhen chap. hi. 
on the throne, had assumed any other title than that ^ ^ 
of Jli'rza. Ills reasons for this assumption he does not 
explain. But, as Sultan Husein Mirza, who had long 
been regarded as tlie head of the family of Taimur, 
was dead, and his children slain or dispersed; and, as 
he himself was the only individual of that great House 
who now filled a throne, it is probable that he imagined 
it might be advantageous to his interest, as it was 
flattering to his vanity, to assume some title that might 
mark the high eminence on which he stood as the head 
of so illustrious a dynasty.’* 

But fate was not yet tired of persecuting Bdber. Discontent 
Not long after his return to his capital, he was involved j[oghuu.’ 
in new dangers. He had OAved his success in Kabul 
chiefly to the troops who had revolted from Khosrou 
Shah, and joined him, as he travelled with a handful of 
ragged and wayworn followers, from Karatigi'n to the 
Hindii-kiish mountains. The most powerful body that 
had come over to him consisted of some tribes of 
Moghuls, Avho, under their native chiefs, had for some 
time possessed a great ascendency near Iliss^r and 
Kunduz. He had besides been joined by some unset- 
tled Turkomans, and others, from the same quarter. 

All these, under Khosrou Shah, had lived nearly at free 
quarters, and had been unlimited lords of the country 
and its wealth. Bdber, who during the whole course 
of his life observed a mild but steady discipline, and 
was scrupulous in defending his subjects from oppres- 
sion, after taking these bands into his service, had 
upon many occasions been compelled to check their 
marauding habits, and to punish their licentiousness 

had assumed the name of Sultan ; MansUr, which was the title em- 
but, that title being often used by ployed by Sultan Husein Mirsa, 
secondary Tartar chiefs, and their nearly coriesponds with tliat of Era- 
sons, Baber probably considered it peror. 
as inferior oi common. Khahan r, * Baber’i. Mem. p. 233. 
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with considerable severity. Whatever was the cause, 
however, they became tired of their new service and 
new master, — no extraordinary event at a period in 
which the common ties even of regular allegiance seem 
to have been loosened in a singular degree, in all the 
countries between the Sirr, the Caspian, and the Indus. 

It appears that these Moghul chiefs, with the leaders 
of the Kundiizis and Hissaris, had not only resolved to 
renounce their allegiance to Bdber, but had joined in a 
plot for his destruction. Their plan was to restore 
Abdal-Rizak Mirza, the late king of Kdbul, to his throne 
and dominions *, and, besides this, to put him in posses- 
sion of Kunduz and Khutlan, on the other side of the 
mountains. They looked back with regret to those rich 
countries from which most of them had lately fled, and 
which they had ruled so long, under the authority of 
Khosrou Shah, so much to their own comfort, so little 
to that of the wretched inhabitants. The conspirators 
and their followers amounted at first to two or three 
thousand excellent soldiers, who were lying in the 
suburbs of Kabul, and in the neighbourhood. Baber’s 
army was encamped not far from Kdbul, after a suc- 
cessful expedition against the Mehinend Afghans. He 
had been repeatedly put upon his guard, and hints of 
what was going on had been given him. But, with 
that frankness and freedom from suspicion which were 
a part of his character, he had refused to credit the 
reports. He was therefore taken by surprise. A party 
of the conspirators had been placed in ambush to seize 
him, while he was on his way, by night, from the Char 
Bagh palace, without the city, to another within the 
walls.* He made his escape with difficulty, and 
reached the 'camp. When the revolt of the Moghul 
chiefs was known there, the effect produced by the 
news was most unfavourable. Some of his followers 

* Probably about Sefer or Rebi 1508). 

(a, b. 914, June or July, a. d. 



LIFE OE bXbER. 


286 


were panic-struck, not knowing tbe extent of tbe defec- 
tion ; others were probably connected with the dis- 
affected. In the course of the night following that on 
which the revolt of the Moghuls became known, so 
many both of the officers and men disappeared, that, 
in the moniing, he could not muster more than five 
hundred horse. It was not personal fear or disaffec- 
tion alone that led to this general defection. Many, 
even of liis bravest and most attached troops, deserted 
and repaired to Kabul, to be near their families; 
anxious to save them from the outrages to which the 
wives and children of such as remained with the 
Emperor were likely to be exposed from the unbridled 
licence of the rebellious Moghuls. The camp bazar 
was plundered.* 

The details of Baber’s contest with the revolted 
chieftains have not been preserved. His own com- 
mentaries are interrupted at the moment of the break- 
ing out of tbe conspiracy, and an hiatus of eleven 
years follows, which we can but imperfectly supply 
from any other quarter. It appears that, in spite of 
the reduced state of his force, he lost no time, but, 
with his accustomed spirit, marched straight against 
the insurgents. This was one of his most desperate 
rencounters ; and much of the final success that crowned 
his arms was due to his singular skill in the use of his 
sword, to his bodily strength, and to his personal 
gallantry. After a long and desperate combat, which 
was fought hand to hand, he broke and routed the 
foe. Baber, in that action, is said to have engaged, in 
single combat, five different champions of the enemy 
most eminent for their prowess ; and to have slain or 
put them all to flight in succession.f His hei’oism and 


* Baber’s Mem. pp. 233 — 2.35. Ali Beg Shebgur, Mubammed Ali 

+ The names of the five cham- Sheibani (or Sistani), Nazer Be- 

pions are given, with some variation, bdder Uztek, Yakub Beg Baber- 
by tUfferent authors. They were jeng, and Abdalla Sef-sheken (Fe- 
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desperation appalled liis enemies, and reanimated his 
followers. Success crowned his arms. The Moghuls 
were defeated, after a long and severe struggle; and 
fled from Kabul. Abdal Rizdk, his rival, fell into his 
hands in the battle, and was pardoned. But, having 
soon after entered into new cabals, and again risen in 
arms, he was seized and put to death ; and Baber once 
more reigned the undisputed sovereign of Kdbul and 
Ghazni.* 

While he thus established himself more firmly than 
ever in his new dominions, his cousin, Khan Mirza, had 
succeeded in mounting the throne of Badakhshdn. It 
has been mentioned, that he set out from Kabul for that 
countiy, when Sheibdni Khan was besieging Kandahdr ; 
and Bdber, doubtful to which side to turn, had finally 
I’esolved on marching for the Indus. Badakhshan had 
long been in a state of confusion, and various com- 
petitors had aimed at the sovereignty. After the ex- 
pulsion of Khosi’ou Shah, the Uzbeks had attempted to 
conquer it, and failed. Nasir Mirza, Bdber’s youngest 
brother, had been more fortunate ; having been joined 
by several chiefs, he was acknowledged as king, and for a 
short period governed the country; but, as we have 
seen, was finally expelled by the Amirs, for alleged 
misgovernraent, not many months before this time. 
The troubles still continued ; and Shah Begum, who 
Avas the daughter of Shah Sultan Muharamed, King of 
Badakhshdn, incited her grandson, Khan Mirza, the 
son of her oivn daughter by the late Sultan Mahmiid 
Mirza of Samarkand and Hissar, to try his fortune in 
her father’s hereditary dominions. Shah Begum Avas a 
woman of ambition. Her father’s family boasted of 
their descent from Alexander the Great. She con- 

rishta and Khafi Khan). Most an. * Tar. Resh. f. iGl.; Briggs’s 
thors speak of them as having been Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 29 , ; Kbiid 
all slain ; Mirza Haider says, slain Khan, f. 20. 
or put to flight. 
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tended that they had swayed the sceptre of Badakh- 
shdn for three thousand years ; that, though herself a 
female, and so incapable of filling the throne, the same 
incapacity did not extend to her grandson, Khan 
]\[]'rza ; and that, beyond doubt, her countrymen, who 
were devotedly attached to their ancient race of princes, 
would gladly Avelcome him. Baber had given his con- 
sent, and Ivhan klirza set out, — accompanied by his 
grandmother, as well as by Mehr-nigar Khiinum, his 
aunt, Avho, in spite of her nephew Ihiber’s advice and 
remonstrances, also insisted on accompanying him. 

They found the country nearly partitioned into three 
parts. Mirza Ababcker, the ruler and tyrant of Kfish- 
ghar, had seized all the Upper Hazaras of Badakhsluin * ; 
the. low grounds and the plain towards Kunduz, the 
richest part of the country, were in the occupation of 
the Uzbeks ; while, one Razi-cd-din, a ^lusulman he- 
retic f , Avho had been called in from Sistdn, possessed a 
large portion of the intermediate country, especially 
toAvards Kliutlan. The portion that still remained in 


* Hazarajat bdlddcst. The upper 
districts in Badakhshan were called 
Hazdras. 

t Bazi-ed-din was a Chiragh- 
kush (or lamp-extinguisher), a sect 
of the Klalahida, or heretics, which 
is described as the very worst of all 
heathenism. According to the im- 
putations of their enemies, they held 
the world to be eternal, and did not 
believe in the resurrection, or in a 
future life ; they said, that, in the 
prophet’s time it was incumbent on 
all to follow the ordinances of the 
law i but that, at the present time, 
the only duty incumbent on man is 
to study the dictates of sound and 
honest reason, and to act in con- 
formity to them ; that all other com- 
mands are futile ; that sexual inter- 
course is not dependent on marriage, 
nor is kindred a bar to it, whatever 


be the degree ; travellers they put 
to death to ensure their final sal- 
vation. Tar. Res-h. f. 171. 178, 
179- There is evidently some in- 
consistency in this account of their 
tenets. Their name, of Chiragh- 
kush, was given from the practice 
said to exist at their religious meet- 
ings, where men and women met, 
by night, and where, on the lamp 
being extinguishcd,indiscriminatein- 
dulgence followed. This is a calumny 
with which many diffeient sects have 
been assailed, — from the time of the 
ancient Christians, whose love-feasts 
were so misrepresented, down to 
that of the Manicheans and Ana- 
baptists. The doctrines of these 
Malahida bear a resemblance to those 
of the Ismfiih'a sect, of which they 
were probably a division. 
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the power of the old inhabitants was held by a number 
of petty chieftains and highlanders, proud of their in- 
dependence. These chieftains, on the failure of the 
direct male line of the ancient dynasty, had started up 
in that rugged and mountainous region, and acted each 
as an absolute prince, in his own domain of spreading 
strath or narrow glen, with its adjoining hills. Of 
these, the most powerful and the ablest, at this time, 
was Zobeir of Ragh, a man of no family, but who, by 
his conduct and valour, soon gained the ascendency 
over most of the others. 

Khan Mirza’s first entrance into the country was not 
prosperous. He had pushed forward to meet with Zo- 
beir, and to announce the coming of the Begum, when 
he fell in with a detachment of the army of Ababeker, 
which attacked and dispersed his few followers. He 
himself fled, and escaped to Zobeir. Shah Begum, his 
aunt, and the other ladies who followed behind, were 
surpi’ised and carried off to Ababeker, in whose prisons 
they died, after much crued suffering, Zobeir, at first, 
treated the Mirza with some honour and I’espect ; but 
soon,' finding probably that his presence, deprived of 
his mother’s influence, did not add so much to the 
means of resisting the invaders as had been expected, 
ceased to show him even the most ordinary attention, 
reduced his establishment to two or three servants, and 
seems to have kept him as a prisoner at large. After 
some time, however, Yusef Ali Gokuldash, an old and 
attached servant of Khan Mirza, formed a conspiracy 
against Zobeir, whom he assassinated by night, and 
succeeded in raising his master to the throne of Bad- 
akhshAn, which he continued to hold for about twelve 
years, down to the period of his death.* 

» Baber’s Mem. pp. 231. 12.; hare died a. n. 926, (a. d. 1520). 
Tar. Kesh. f. l60, l6l. 172, 178. Briggs’s Ferishta, vol. li. p. SI--, 
197, 198. ; Ferishta, voL iL p. 3. Tar. Resh. f. 284. 

Khafi Khan, f. 20. He seems to 
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Though Khan Mirza thus attained his immediate ob- 
ject, his situation in BadakhsIiAn was far from being 
enviable. Most of the inhabitants, even in the districts 
lield by Ababeker and the Uzbeks, as they detested the 
government of strangers, were indeed secretly attached 
to him, but dared not declare themselves. He main- 
tained himself in Kila-Zefer"*, a sti'ong castle which had 
been built by Mobarek Shah, one of the chieftains of 
Badakhslidn, on whose death it fell to Zobcir, by whom 
he was slain ; and it had now come to Khan Mirza, 
who made it his capital. Here, about a year after his 
conquest, he was visited by two men who afterwards 
became remarkable in Asiatic histoiy. 

The one was Sultan Said Khan, a son of the younger 
Khan, Avho, when defeated by his brother, Sultan Man- 
siir, in the desert, had fled to AndejAn ; and afterwards, 
escaping from Juni Beg Sultan, then the ruler of that 
kingdom, who had orders from Shoibdiii to put him to 
death, had made his way to Kila-Zefer. Here he was 
received with kindness by his cousin Khan Mirza, who 
treated him as well as his very straitened circumstances 
permitted. He remained with him two or three weeks ; 
and, during that short period, a party who Avere about 
the Mirza, and considered him to be a weak man, and 
ill-fitted for goAmrning such a country, oflered the 
soA’ereignty of Kila-Zefer to the Khan, “not half a 
loaf,” says the historian, “presented on the charger of 
solicitation.” He declined it ; saying, that, to accept 
their ofier Avould be unjust and unkind to his cousin, 
who had already endured so many troubles ; and con- 
tinued his journey to Kabul.f 

Eighteen days after Sultan Said’s departure, arrived 
the other fugitive, Mirza Haider. AYhcn Slieibdni 

* While Mobarek was building was of a family called Mozefferi, 
it, he was attacked by the Uzbeks, which foimed another coincidence, 
whom ha defeated ; hence the name, Tar. Reshidi, f. 172. 

Kda-zefer, CntHo of victory lie t Tar. Ilesh. ff. 17-" — 17C. 

VOL. I. U 
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Khan made that prince’s father be put to death in 
Khordsdn, he despatched orders to his nephew, Obeid- 
ulla Sultan of Bokhdra, to drown Mirza Haider, then 
only a boy, in the Amu, while on his way to Khordsdn. 
Though Obcid-ulla had married Mirza Haider’s sister, 
he durst not disobey the dreaded command. Intelli- 
gence of the father’s death had, however, reached one 
of the great spiritual guides of that city ; and, under 
his direction, Mouldna Muhammed Kazi, his disciple, 
and the tutor of Mirza Haider, exposed himself to all 
the risk of carrying off the young orphan.* He suc- 
ceeded, and, after many difficulties and dangers, reached 
Kila-Zefer, where they were received by Khan Mirza, 
who was Haider’s cousin, with as much hospitality and 
kindness as his poor means allowed. They found him 
with the name of sovereign, indeed, but surrounded by 
factious and turbulent men, and with a very narrow 
territory. He passed his time in little comfort, and 
was sore tried and distressed. He got over that winter 
in the best way he could ; and, in the beginning of next 
spring, Shah Eazi-cd-din having quarrelled with his 


• The secret information had 
reached Hazret Moulana, a spiritual 
guide of great fame. Mirza Haider’s 
tutor, Moulana Muhammed, having 
called on him, was asked, — when he 
meant to set out for Khorasan, — and 
answered, “ In the course of a few 
days." The saintly man bid him 
return in an hour, as he had some- 
tliing to say to him. In about an 
hour, when Hazret Moulana's levee 
had left him, and only his confi- 
dential attendants were present he 
asked Muhammed, — how he had 
suffered Muhammed Husein Mirza 
to go to Khorasan ? “ And now the 
MIrza’s son, too, was going the same 
road.” Moulana Muhammed re- 
plied, — that he let him go, trusting to 
the protection of God. The answer 


of Hazret Moulana was full of true 
piety and sound sense. Citing the 
example of the prophet Muhammed, 
who, trusting in God, fled from the 
heathen of Mekka, he added, “ My 
advice is this. Trusting in God 
take the Mirza’s son, and flee with 
him ; and if any alarm or danger 
follows, I am answerable for your 
security. But there must be no 
delay." Moulana Muhammed, struck 
with his words, instantly set about 
concerting means for the escape, 
which he so successfully effected. 
The circumstances of it, as well as 
those of Sultan Said’s, as related 
at great length by Mirza Haider, 
are possessed of a very deep in - 
terest. — Tar. Resh. ff. 16’5 — 175. 
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followers, they cut off his head, and brought it to Khan 
Jli'rza. 

This revolution increased his territory, and somewhat 
bettered his circumstances; yet we may judge of the 
difficulties of this petty king by the fact, that when, in 
the course of the ensuing summer, a firman came from 
Bdber, desiring Mfrza Haider to be sent to Kabul, there 
was a long and troublesome search before a single re- 
spectable coat could be procured for him. In the end 
of autumn, however’, when he had spent about a year in 
Badakhshdn, he was despatched with seventeen fol- 
lowers. “We had two hoi’ses among us,” says the 
Mfrza, “ but no furnishings for the journey; insomuch 
that I had nothing on Avhich to rest at night. Moulana 
Muhammed, who was a sort of father among us, had 
only a common coarse shawl, such as is worn by the 
lowest class in Badakhshdn ; whence some notion may 
be formed of the condition of the others.’’ * 

Mfrza Haider arrived in KAbul when Baber, having 
defeated the rebellion of the Moghuls, enjoyed, for about 
two years, more repose than at most other periods of 
his reign. It is seldom that, in such distant transac- 
tions, we have so full an opportunity of entering into 
the private life and character of an eastern prince, as, 
in this instance, the narrative of Mfrza Haider affords 
us. Some allowance must be made for the ornate, and, 
sometimes perhaps, inflated style of oriental writing. 
“ AVhen we reached Kdbul,” says he, “ Shirarn Taglidi, 
who was my maternal uncle, as well as the Padshah’s, 
came out in Istakbal (honorary procession) to receive 
me ; and conveyed me to his house, where I was honour- 
ably entertained. The Padshah also sent to announce, 
that, in three days, the fortunate hour for my being 
presented would arrive, when he w'ould send for me. 

“ The full moon of my foi’tunc w'as now freed from 
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Boo^i. eclipse, and began to rise on the ascendant to full pros- 
i.i). 1309 . perity. An order arrived for my waiting on the Em- 
peror. "When I came into the presence, his Majesty’s 
happiness-ditfusing eye, which fell on me, began, from 
excess of Icindne&s and extreme affection, to shed its 
pearls and rubies of price and felicity upon me. He 
extended to me the hand of favour and of good-fortune. 
After I had bent the knee, I went forward, and he took 
me to the breast of affection, and clasped me to the 
bosom of fatherl}'^ love; and thei-e held me for some 
time, not suffering me to fall back, and to show the ac- 
customed marks of respect ; but made me sit down by 
his aide, and, with a strong feeling of tender-hearted 
emotion, still continued regarding me with the same 
benevolent look, while tears flowed as before. ‘ How 
much,’ said he, ‘ have you endured, from the mai’tyrdom 
of the distinguished Beg, and of the Khan your uncle, 
and from the slaughter of your other relations. Praise 
be to God ! that you have at length reached me in 
safety. Do not allow yourself to be too much dejected 
by their loss ; for, believe me, I stand in their place, and 
whatever favour or affection you could have looked for 
from them, that and more will I show you.’ By ex- 
pressions such as these he soothed me, so that the sense 
of loneliness, of ruin, and banishment was driven from 
my mind. ‘ And who,’ said he, ‘ took and canned you 
away ? ’ I answered, ‘ My tutor, Moulslna Muhammed 
Sadr.’ ‘ Send for him,’ he said. The Moulana was 
brought. As soon as his eye fell upon him, ‘And this,’ 
he said, ‘ is Moulana Muhamined Sadr ? ’ He called him 
forward, and loaded him with praises. He inquired 
the particulars of our adventures, which the Moulana 
detailed. He bestowed suitable favours upon him, and 
sent him away delighted. He then said to me, ‘ You 
have not yet waited on Sultan Said Khan,’ and ordered 
one of his principal officers to show me the way to his 
residence. J accompanied him, and had the pleasure 
of waiting on the Khan also. 
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“ When I took leave of his Majesty to go home, I chap. hi. 
still experienced the imperial favour. As I came out, a 
nobleman approached, and having saluted and embraced 
me with the utmost respect, said, ‘ The mansion which 
the Emperor has appointed for you, I will show you.’ 

He led me to the palace assigned me, which was ex- 
tremely elegant. The rooms were s]iread with carpets, 
and a masnad was fitted up with the utmost care and 
taste. Furniture of every kind, with store of provisions 
and clothes, servants and attendants to such an extent 
that everything was perfect, were all prepared and 
ready for my reception. It may be imagined how 
much I enjoyed this rapid transition to such plenty, 
ease, and abundance, from the bodily sutfering and 
actual want, as well as the confinement of the mind, as 
to a cage, that I had so long endured. 1 possessed all 
that fancy could desire. How can I sufficiently thank 
God for the change. 

“ In this way, I remained with the Emperor, passing 
my time in the enjoyment of perfect quiet and hap- 
piness. He watched over my education ; and ever, with 
kindness and courtesy, by the promise of favour, or the 
threat of some privation, incited me to the acquisition 
of knowledge and virtue ; and if he saw in me, at any 
time, some little thing that was commendable, he praised 
it heartily, and showed it off to every one, inviting 
commendation. During that period, he treated mo with 
such favour and kindness as a tender father shows his 
beloved son and heir. It was a sad day that deprived 
me of my father ; but, through the unremitting atten- 
tion of the Emperor, I never felt the loss ; and, from this 
time till a. h. 918, during which I remained in liis ser- 
vice, if he rode out, I rode beside him, or, if he enjoyed 
himself in society, I too was of the party. Indeed, on 
no occasion did he ever separate me from himself, but 
when I was at my lessons ; and, as soon as my lesson 
was done, he sent some one to call me. During the 

r 3 
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whole time of my stay with him, he always conducted 
himself towards me in this manner, with parental ob- 
servance and affection.”'* 

The same honourable testimony to Bdber’s amiable 
disposition, was borne by Sultan Said Khan, who at this 
time was a young man in the full vigour of life. “ When 
the Khan reached KAbul,” says his historian, “ he was 
received by the Padshah in the most friendly and re- 
spectful manner. Often in future life did he say, 

‘ During my residence at Kdbul, I passed my days in 
such entire absence of care, as I never did at any other 
time, or do now.’ ” He proceeds to explain the un- 
interrupted delight in which, for upwards of two yearsf, 
he spent his days *, occupied with a continued series of 
enjoyment, love, and wine, gardens, floAvers, and ban- 
quets ; no care but what Avas to be the next pleasing 
engagement, never a head-ache, but from the wine-cup 
of the preceding night; that aU the cares of govern- 
ment Avere the Emperor’s, his was the pleasure ; that 
every person and circumstance Avas favourable, so that 
he let loose and unrestrained the reins of pleasure, 
forming such intimacies as he liked, while the Emperor 
befriended him and supplied the means ; that, with 
BAbcr, he lived in the most perfect confidence, and even 
intimacy, as his comrade and friend. J 

These tAvo portraits, different as they are, need no 
comment. They present the character of the young 
Emperor, stiU only twenty-six years of age, in the most 
amiable light, and prove hoAV free he, and some at least 
of the fugitive princes who filled his court, Avere, from 
the jealousies and fears that infest Asiatic palaces. Nor 
should it be forgotten, that the youth and the boy whom 
he thus patronised and cherished, became two of the ablest 
and most accomplished men and princes of their age. 

* Tar. Reshidi, ff, 180, 181. 916. (Nov. 1508, to Dec. 1510). 

t He was with Baber from Sha- Tar. llesh. 1. 178. 
ban, A. H. 914, to Ramzan, a. a. f Tar. llesh. ff. 176—178. 
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CHAPTEB IV. 

SHAH ISMAEL AND SHEIbAnI. — bAbBE IN mAwEEANNAIIEU. 

SIIEIbAni’s UNStrCCESSFIII. CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THE KAIzAkS AND 
THE HAzArAS ms QUARREL WITII SUAU ISMAEL. THEIR COR- 

RESPONDENCE. — THE aiLUI INVADES KUOKAsAn. — MARCHES TO 
MERV, wmcn SHE1 B.(nI defends. — BATTLE OP MERV. — DEATH 
OF SHEIbAnI. — DESERTION OF IHS MOGHULS. — bAbER CROSSES 

THE MOUNTAINS HIS VIEWS ON mAwERANNAHER. STATE OF 

TUB UZBEKS. — FBRGhAnA RECOVERED. — OPERATIONS IN HISsAr. 
bAbER DEFEATS THE UZBEKS TAKES BOKhArA AND SAMAR- 
KAND. UZBEKS EXPELLED FROM mAwERANNAHER. STATE OP 

THAT COUNTHT. — RELIGIOUS FEUDS NEW INVASION OP TUB 

UZBEKS bAbER DEFEATED AT KUL-mAlek. — ABANDONS SAMAR- 
KAND AND BOKHArA JOINED BT PERSIAN AUXILIARIES. — AD- 
VANCES ANEW TOWARDS BOKIlCrA SACK OP KAESIH. — BATTLE 

OF OHAJHDEwAn. — bAbER driven back TO HISSAr. — CON- 
SPIRACr AND REVOLT OF THE MOGHULS. — THEIR TTRANNT IN 
EISsAr. — FAMINE AND PESTILENCE. — MOGHULS EXPELLED BY 

OBEID KHAN bAbER DRIVEN FROM mAwERANNAHER J RETURNS 

TO kAbul. 


But great events were now preparing in the 'West. 
Sheibdni Khan, after retiring from Kandahdr, had 
marched to destroy such members of the family of 
Sultan Husein Mi'rza as were still left. He himself and 
the other Uzbek Sultans, in the course of the summer, 
spread their troops over Khorasan ; and at Meshid, 
Nishdbfu’, Astcrabad, and Turshiz, had actions, in which 
the Chaghatdi princes and their ai’mies were uniformly 
defeated. Numbers were slain, and the survivors so 
dispersed as never to be able to assemble again in any 
force. Of all Sultan Husein’s sons, Badi-ez-zemdn 
alone survived ; and he was driven into exile. In the 
course of the winter, Sheibdni repaired to Maweran- 

u 4 
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nailer, to check the Kaizaks, the old foes of his family, 
who, from the Dcsht-Kipchak, had invaded his domi- 
nions *, but he returned in the spring to Khorasdn. It 
was during this summer that the death of the elder 
Khan and his family, and that of Muhammed Ilusein 
Doghlat, took place; as well as the flight of Sultan 
Said and of Mirza Haider. Sheibd.ni, on his return to 
the south, employed himself in the reduction of the 
strong foi't of Kelat, in Khord,san, and in settling the 
country. 

Next ycai-, the good fortune of Sheibdni, hitherto 
almost uninterrupted, seemed to be on the wane. He 
marched against the Kaizaks. Although at that time 
Berenditk was the Khan, the whole business of the 
government was conducted by Kasim Khan, who was 
Khan in effect. Sheibani, in spite of the extent of his 
power, was not able to cope with him. At that time, 
Kdsim’s army amounted to above two hundred thousand 
men. When it was winter, the rival chiefs Avithdrew 
from the field, and each took up his quarters in some 
situation that afforded food for his cattle. Sheibdni, 
whose horses and men were quite exhausted by their 
many and long marches, took his station at Kuruk- 
Kabai. But he did not there enjoy the repose he 
looked for. Having on one occasion detached a party 
of the best mounted of his troops to proceed to a dis- 
tance on a plundering expedition, they ivere at first 
successful, and took a considerable booty and some 
prisoners. One day, however, Avhen the detachment 
had halted to rest and feed their cattle, a false report 
was somehoAV spread among them, that Kdsim Khan 
was in sight. In a moment, deserting not only the 
booty they had got, but their OAvn baggage also, they 
galloped back in the utmost disorder to communicate 
the information to Sheibdni. He, being unprepared to 
meet a foe so formidable as Kdsim Khan, commanded an 
instant retreat ; and the anny, hurrying back, reached 
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Samarkand in the end of the winter, in a state of 
complete disorganisation. Early in the spring, ho went 
on to Khorasiin.* 

In the beginning of summer, Sheibdni led an army 
against the Hazaras in the mountains east from Herat ; 
but not a trace of them was to be found. TJiey had 
disappeared, and withdrawn themselves within the re- 
cesses of their hills. Unable to discover their retreats, 
he began to mai’ch back. His route lay where the 
river Helmed flows deep, through the precipitous fis- 
sures of the mountains. It was diflicult to descend 
to its stream at all ; and, even where a descent could be 
efiected, the paths were so extremely narrow that it 
was altogether impossible, by them, to bring up water 
in sufficient quantities to supply an army like his. 
For several days, the troops were compelled to march 
on, thus tantalised, and subject to intense suffering 
from thirst. Numbers of the cattle perished, and the 
army returned to Khordsdn in a shattered condition. 
As the winter was at hand, and two of his armies had 
been thus severely treated, he granted a general leave 
of absence to his troops, allowing every man to return 
for the winter to his own country and home, however 
distant.f 

Hardly were his troops dispersed, when he received 
the unexpected and unwelcome news that Shah Ismael 
Sefvi, the potent ruler of Persia, was in full march 
towards Khorasdn, with his well-discipliucd and veteran 
army. 

When Sheibani, after the total discomfiture of the 
sons of Sultan Husein Mirza, took possession of all 
that prince’s dominions, his troops, in the wantonness 
of success, had plundered some parts of Shah Ismael's 
frontier; and, in particular, had passed the desert and 
ravaged the province of Kermdu. Shah Ismael had 
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* Tar. llcsh. ff. 162—181. 


+ Ibid. ff. ISl, 182, 
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in consequence sent an envoy, whom he instructed to 
ask redress ; or, at all events, to take measures to pre- 
vent a repetition of the injury to what he happened to 
call his “ hereditary dominions.” The sovereign of 
Persia was descended of a family that had originally 
become known by their ascetic piety, as holy and 
inspired men, who despised this world and its goods. 
Their contempt of wesdth made them rich ; and their 
eminence as saints enabled them to connect themselves 
in marriage with the great potentates of the age. 
Hence, not only was Shah Ismael descended from the 
seventh Imdm, — a descent which shed the halo of sanc- 
tity around him, — ^but he was related to some of the 
most powerful princes of his time ; his mother being 
the daughter, his grandmother the sister, of the cele- 
brated Uzan Hasan, the chief of the Tiirkomdns of 
the White Sheep, — a prince whose sway extended over 
all Persia and many neighbouring provinces. Yet, 
though Shah Ismael’s father, Haider Mirza, had placed 
himself at the head of a considerable army, composed 
in part of devotees attached to him, and had fought 
and fallen in battle, Shah Ismael was himself the first 
of the family who had attained to great temporal 
power. In early life, he had shared the misfortunes 
of his father and brothers, and had fallen into captivity. 
After his father’s death, he was kept four years in 
prison. On the death of his elder brothers, being 
again free, he was placed at the head of their adherents, 
and in less than four years made himself master of all 
Persia. When he first came into contact with the 
Ozbek chief, he was stiU only twenty-four years of age, 
had latterly been prosperous in aU his enterprises, and 
was full of the ardour and confidence of youth.* 

Sheibdni Khan, rendered arrogant by long success, 
and having his rivalry embittered by religious zeal, — as 

■* The Alem-aiai Abau', f. 17. Tar. lleshidi, flf. 182, 183. j Fc- 
wliich contains the Persian account, rishta, vol. ii. p. 31. 
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Shah Ismael, by his victories, had given the ascendency 
in Persia to the tenets of the Shia sect, over what 
SheibAni considered to be the orthodox Sunni doctrines, 
— returned for answer to the remonstrances made to 
him, that he did not understand on what Shah Ismael 
founded his claim to hereditary dominions ; that so- 
vereignty descended through the father, not the mother, 
— through males, not females ; and, that the unequal 
match between his family and the females of Uzan 
Hasan’s could confer no right. He reminded him of 
the saying, the son should follow his father’s trade, the 
daughter her mother’s ; and insultingly sent him, as a 
present, a lady’s veil and a beggar’s dish ; adding, “ If 
thou hast forgot thy father’s trade, this may serve to 
recal it to thy memory ; but, if thou wouldst place thy 
foot on the steps of the throne, remember, 

‘ “ He that would clasp to his breast, Royalty as his bride, 

Must woo her in the battle-fray, athwart sharp scymetars.’ ” 

In conclusion, he remarked, that, as he intended soon, 
like a good Musulman, to perform the pilgrimage of 
Mekka, he would make a point of seeing him in his way 
through Irdk. Having dismissed the Persian envoy, 
Sheibdni set out to join the army, which was at that 
moment marching against the Hazaras. 

The youthful warrior, who professed to feel a pride 
in his descent from a family of holy dervishes, that 
gloried in their voluntary poverty, received the Uzbeks’ 
taunts with affected humility. He returned for answer. 
That if every man was bound to folloAv his father’s 
trade, all being sons of Adam, must adhere to that of 
prophets ; that if hereditary descent conferred the only 
right to sovereignty, he did not see how it had descended 
from the Peshdddi to the Kydni dynasties of Persia, or 
how it had come to Chengiz, or to him whom he ad- 
dressed. 
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“ Boast not tbyself, O, vain youth, of thy father, who is dead ; 

Pride not thyself ou hones, as if thou wert a dog.” 

That he, on his part, proposed making a pilgrimage to 
the shrine of the holy Imam Eeza, at Meshitl*, where 
he would have an opportunity of waiting on the Khan. 
In return for his present, he sent him a spindle and 
distaff ; and, alluding to his quotation, that Royalty 
must be tvooed in the battle-field, he concluded, “ And 
so say I also. Lo, I have tightened my girdle for a 
deadly contest, and have placed the foot of determina- 
tion in the stirrup of victory. If thou wilt meet me 
face to face in fight, like a man, our quarrel will at once 
be decided. But if thou wouklst rather slink into a 
corner, then thou mayst find what I have sent thee of 
some use. 

‘ “We have sparred quite long enough, let us now exchange hard 
blows in the field. 

lie who falls, borne down in the combat^ let him fall,’ ” 

Having despatched this answer, without loss of time 
or waiting for a reply, Shah Ismael put his army in 
motion, and entered the territories of his enemy ; 
sweeping before him the small detachments of the 
Uzbek army, which had been scattered over the country 
for the purpose of keeping it in subjection. They, at 
first, fell back and retreated on Herat. But Sheibani, 
who had recently dismissed his army, at once perceived 
that he was not then in a condition to meet his adver- 
sary in the field. When he heard, therefore, of Shah 
Ismael’s march upon Meshid, to which he at once bent 
his course, he left Jan \"afa Mirza in Herat, and, with 
such of his troops as were at hand, set off for Merv, a 
city in the northern pai't of Khordsdn, not far from the 
Amu, where he could easily receive reinforcements 

• The shrine of Imam Reza at a description of it in Mr. J. Baillie 
hleshid is well known as a place of Fraser’s amusing and instructive 
pilgrimage for all pious Sliiis. See " Travels in Khora&aii.” 
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from his northern dominions ; or from which, if neces- 
sary, he could retire across the great river. Jan Vafa 
was not able to defend himself in Herat, but found 
himself compelled very speedily to follow Sheibaui. 

Shah Ismael overran Khorassin, as far as Meshi'd, 
with little interruption. Ho visited the tomb of Im/im 
Reza, and the holy places, with profound reverence and 
humility, bestowed rich presents on the guardians and 
servants of the shrine, and distributed alms profusely 
to the poor; after ■which he hastened towards Merv, in 
pursuit of Sheibani, having sent on before him a strong 
force to clear the way. When they reached the pas- 
ture-grounds of Merv, Jan Vafa encountered them near 
Takerabad, not far from that city. A w'ell-contested 
action ensued, in Avhich the Persian general fell ; but 
Jan Vafa and his Uzbeks were defeated, and pui’sued 
with great slaughter up to the -walls of Merv. Shcibiini, 
whose army had not yet been sufficiently reinforced 
to enable him to keep the field, retired into the fort 
and city. He despatched expresses to hasten the return 
of his generals and chieftains from beyond the Amu, 
most of them having already reached home witli their 
troops and their plunder. Shah Ismael, on his arrival, 
advancing up to the very gates of the town, pitched 
his tents and pavilions within sight of it, at a short 
distance. As both armies were composed of brave and 
veteran troops, many sharp skirmishes took place under 
the walls, in which numbers fell on both sides. Shah 
Ismael, seeing that operations were likely to be drawn 
out to a great length, in a desert country, where it Avas 
difficult to find provisions and provender for his army, 
and where he would soon be exposed to an attack from 
the whole united force of Mawerannaher and Tiirkistdn, 
resolA'ed if possible to draw Sheibdni out into the open 
field. He pi’ctended, therefore, to be under the neces- 
sity of retreating. He Avrote to remind Sheibani, that 
he had been rather more punctual to his engagements 
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than the Khan had been ; since he had visited KhordsAn, 
and performed the pilgrimage of Meshid, though Shei- 
bdni had shunned meeting him ; and had also failed in 
his promise to visit Irdk ; be added, that be was now 
returning home, but would still be delighted to meet 
him whenever he Avent to Mekka. He then drew off 
aU his forces from Merv, and marched towards the 
south, through the broken ground near the city. 

The feint succeeded. The pickets of the Uzbek army 
reported that the Kezelbadies the name by which the 
Persian soldiers were known, Avere in full retreat. 
Slieibdni, stung Avith the taunts he had received, and 
eager to wipe off the disgrace of the campaign, marched 
out of Merv, and foUoAved Shah Ismael, with tAventy- 
five thousand horse f, and a number of the chiefs and 
grandees who had already joined him. Mfr Kamber- 
Ei, and some others of his most experienced officers, 
represented to him, that, as the troops of Samarkand 
and Bokhdra, to the number of twenty thousand men, 
had arrived and encamped Avithin a distance of little 
more than four miles, it would be advisable, before 
engaging in battle, to form a junction Avith them ; that 
the enemy, Avho Aimre noAv undoubtedly retiring, could 
not escape, and might, even without a pitched battle, 
be destroyed in detail, before they could reach Irdk. 
But Sheibani, whose passions were excited, and who 
Avas ardent for action, replied that theirs Avas a holy 
war ; and that there was no use in sharing the glory 
and the plunder AAuth the other Sultans ; and the army 
marched on, 

A small body of a few hundred horse, who were art- 
fully presented to the advancing enemy by Shah Ismael, 
were soon broken, and, flying in disorder, led the Uzbeks 
forAvard in pursuit, till they had cleared the broken 
ground and pushed on to a river ten or tAvelve miles 

* Red-hcads. thirty thousand, 

t The TariKh Alem-a-rai says 
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from Merv. Encouraged by the slightness of the oppo- 
sition presented to them, the Uzbeks passed the river, 
and had advanced into the open plain, when they sud- 
denly saw the enemy’s army drawn up ready for action.* 
Shah Ismael, who had thrown a division of his army 
into their rear, to seize the bridge by which they had 
passed, now attacked them in front with a column of 
seventeen thousand cavalry. Sheibani Khan, who had 
probably pushed forward in the belief that he could 
always fall back at pleasure, now felt himself compelled 
to engage. The battle was fought at Mahmiidabdd of 
Merv. The Uzbeks, though surrounded, combated for 
some time with their usual bravery; but, in the end, 
the regulated valour of the well-trained Kezelbashcs 
prevailed. The Uzbeks were driven back, and the rout 
was complete. Sheibani Khan found his retreat cut off. 
Attended by about five hundred men, chiefly the sons 
of Sultans, the heads of tribes, and men of distinction, 
he was forced to take shelter in an inclosurc, which had 
been erected for accommodating the cattle of travellers 
and of the neighbouring peasants. There they were 
closely pursued, attacked, and hard pressed. The in- 
closure had no gate on the farther side. When they 
saw no hope left of retrieving the day, the Khan and 
the other fugiiives attempted to escape, by leaping over 
the wall of the inclosure towards the bank of the river ; 
but fell in heaps on each other, and the Khan was over- 
laid and smothered by the numbers who crowded after 
him. 

When the contest was over, the body of Sheibdni was 
sought for, and was disentangled from the heap of slain 
by which it was covered. His head was cut off and 
presented to Shah Ismael, who ordei’ed the lifeless trunk 
to be dismembered, and the limbs to be sent to different 
parts of his empire, to be exposed to the popular gaze. 

* A. H. 916, Shaban 29 (a. d. wiirikh makes tlic date Shaban 20. 
1510, Dec. 2.). Tbe Leb-ul-to- Friday. 
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The skin of his head was stuffed with hay, and sent to 
Sultan Bajazet*, the Turkish Emperor of Constanti- 
nople. I'he skull, set in gold, was made into a drinking 
cup, which the Shah was proud of displaying at his 
great entertainments. An anecdote, illustrative of the 
barbarous manners of the Persians, is recorded on this 
occasion. A^ha Rustam Roz-efzun, who had made 
himself master of the province of Mazcndcran, and who 
still held out in his mountain fastnesses against Shah 
Ismael, had been in the constant habit of saying, that 
his hand was on the skirts of Sheibani Khan’s garment ; 
an idiomatic expression, to signify, that he clung to him 
for assistance and protection. One daj', Avhen that 
chief Avas sitting in state at a grand festival, surrounded 
by the nobles of Taberistan, a special messenger f, sent 
by Shah Ismael, advanced fearlessly into his presence, 
and, Avith a loud voice, delivered a message from the 
Shah, concluding, “ Though thy hand was never on 
the hem of Sheibdni Khan’s robe, yet his is now on 
thine;” and, AAuth these words, flung the rigid hand of 
Sheibani on the skirt of the Prince’s robe, and withdrew 
through the midst of the assembly. Not a word was 
spoken by any one, nor an effort made to detain him ; 
all remained fixed in astonishment, and he escaped 
uninjured. The incident is said to have made a deep 
impression on the health of the Prince of Mazenderan, 
who, soon after, was brought to yield one half of his 
territories to the Shah. 

Such was the fate of Muhammed Sheibdni Khan, the 
man Avho had brought so many calamities on Bdber, 
who had stripped him of his paternal kingdom, and sent 
him out an exile and an adventurer, into foreign lands. 
"When the fugitives brought new’^s to Merv of the event 
of the battle, the greatest consternation prevailed ; 
every man, who Avas able, fled with his family and chil- 
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drcn, while numbers, who had no means of transport, left 
them to their fate. Obeidulla Sultan, of Bokhara, and 
Taimur Sultan, of Samarkand, the nephew and son of 
Sheibdni, •who had arrived near Merv, entered the fort, 
carried away the Haram of Sheibdni and of some other 
chiefs of note, as well as whatever of value they could 
at the moment collect, and hurried off the same night. 
Numbers, however, were left behind. All the Uzbeks 
tliat were found in the place were put to the sword 
by the Kezelbaslies, the women were caiTied into bond- 
age. The inhabitants of Merv were included in the 
general massacre. 

Slieibdni Khan, ever jealous of the IMoghuls in his 
service, had sent a great number of them to Khordsdn, 
that they might be farther removed from the Khans of 
Moghulistdn. These unwilling allies, who had now 
reached the banks of the Amu, gladly seized the op- 
portunity of recovering their independence ; and, to the 
number of twenty thousand men, separated from the 
Uzbeks, and set out for Kunduz, plundering on all sides 
as they went along. 

Immediately after this decisive battle, the Uzbeks 
retired in every direction from Khordsilu. Shah Ismael 
soon after repaired to Herdt, where he spent the winter. 
His first care was to introduce the observances of the 
Shia sect into his new dominions ; and, as he was met by 
a bigotry and a firmness equal to his own, he did not 
accomplish that object without a severe and cruel per- 
secution, in the course of which the blood of many 
men eminent for their piety and their virtues flowed, 
and many distinguished names were added to the list 
of martyrs for the pure Sunni faith.* 


* The chief authoiitics for the Besides these, Ferishta and Khali 

quarrel with Shah Ismael, and the Khan, the Genealogical History of 

defeat and death of Sheibdni, are the Abulghdzi, p. ix. c. 1., and the Ta- 
TarikhAlem-arai Abasi, ff.17 — 19.; rikhe-Sind have been consulted, 

and Tar. Reshidi, ff. 181 — 183. 
von. 1 . X 
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The battle of Merv was fought on the 2nd of De- 
cember, and, in the course of the same month, a mes- 
senger arrived at the palace in Kabul, bringing by ex- 
press a letter for the Emperor from Khan Mirza. His 
feet were frost-bitten and his strength exhausted, as he 
had crossed the passes of the Hindii-kiish, though deep 
covered ivith snow. The letter communicated intel- 
ligence of the battle of Merv, and the defeat of Sheibdni, 
whose fate, when the letter was written, was still un- 
known. It added, that the Uzbek Amirs, on receiving 
the news, had abandoned Ivunduz ; and that nearly 
twenty thousand Moghuls had separated from the 
Uzbeks, after their defeat, and were arrived in Kunduz, 
to which place Khan Mirza had himself repaired. He 
added, that he was ready to join the Emperor with all 
his forces, to aid him in recovering the kingdom of his 
forefathers. 

Noihiug could be more in accordance with the wishes 
of Cdber. “ All winter as it was,” he set out, without 
hesitation, by the Ab-dera pass, which he supposed to 
be at that season the most practicable.* He spent 
the Id, or Festival for the conclusion of the fast of 
Karazdn, near Bainidn; it being still only a month 
since the defeat and death of his grand enemy. He 


" A circumstance that preceded 
the Emperor’s departure from Kabul 
is woi thy of notice, as marking his 
character. “ Meanwhile,” says 
Mhza Haider, “ the Emperor re- 
solved to march to Kunduz. It was 
now about the winter soletice, and 
the season had all the violence of 
December ; so, speaking tenderly to 
me, he said, ‘ The difficulty of the 
roads and the intensity of the cold 
are excessive. You will therefore 
stay this winter in Kabul ; and, when 
spring comes, and the severity of 
winter is over, you can come and 
rejoin me.’ On heating this, I re- 


monstrated with him ; ' Tom from 
my relations and country,’ said I, 
‘ I have supported the miseties of 
my lot by the help of your majesty’s 
kindness. If separated from you, 
how shall I ever be able to exist, 
in my orphan loneliness ? ’ IVhen 
he perceived that grief at the pros- 
pect of being left behind in Kabul 
was preying upon my mind and 
breaking my hearty he ordered such 
aiiangements to be made for my 
going as the time allowed, and carried 
me along with him to Kunduz.” 
—Tar. Reshidi, ff. 204s 205. 
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reached Kunduz early in January; and, having halted 
there a short time to recover from the fatigue of 
the journey, and to mature his plans, towards the 
end of winter he crossed the Amu, — in order to 
seize the strong fort of Hissdr-Shddman, and to expel 
Khamzeh Sultan and IMehdi Sultan, two of the most 
eminent of the Uzbek Sultans, who were in f)ossession 
of the country. 

When Khamzeh Sultan heard of his approach, leav- 
ing a garrison in Hissar, which he bad put in a state of 
defence, he marched to Wakhsh. Baber, on reaching 
Desht Kulak, one of the chief towns of Khutlau, was 
informed of this movement, and the same night set out 
to surprise his camp. At sunrise, he arrived on the 
ground where he expected to find him ; but no enemy 
was to be seen. Some peasants were at length found, 
who communicated the information that Khamzeh 
Sultan, getting notice, about afternoon prayers on the 
preceding day, that his Majesty was lying at Desht 
Kulak, had instantly set off for that place. Bdber with- 
out loss of time followed, by the route that Khamzeh 
had taken ; and, about noon-day prayers, reached the 
ground he had himself originally quitted. It had 
been a game of cross-purposes. Khamzeh, on his side, 
had reached about suni-ise the ground left by the 
Emperor, had found him gone, had pursued in the 
track of his march, and regained his own ground at 
noon. The consequences were no less singular. Bdber 
and his officers had imagined tliat Khamzeh was not 
yet strong enough to resist them; and Khamzeh on 
his side, imagining that Bdber could have brought 
but few troops with him from Kdbul, and that the 
Moghuls were not yet in a condition to take the field, 
expected an easy conquest. Both, finding themselves 
mistaken, were alarmed, and retreated the same night ; 
the Emperor to Kunduz, Khamzeh to Ilissdr. Both, 
at the moment, believed they had made a great escape; 
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and pneh, in a few days, heard of the flight of the 
other.* 

While Bdber lay at Kunduz, an embassy arrived from 
Shah Ismael, bringing the Emperoi‘’s sister, Khiin- 
zada Begum, with rich presents and tenders of amity. 
It will be recollected that when Bdber was compelled 
to abandon Samarkand, after defending it bravely for 
five months, she had been left behind, and became the 
wife of Sheibdni, who had divorced her aunt that he 
might marry her. By the Uzbek Khan she had a son, 
Khurram-shah, a promising youth, to whom he gave 
the government of Balkh, but who died young, a year 
or two after his father. Slieibani, who was jealous of 
the attachment the Begum was known to entertain for 
her brother, fearing she might join in intrigues to his 
injury, divorced her, and married her to Syed Hdde, a 
member of a religious family. The Syed had fallen in 
the battle of Merv, and the Begum became a prisoner in 
the hands of the Persians. Being soon recognised as 
the sister of Bdber, she Avas treated with the greatest re- 
spect by Shah Ismael, who was disposed to cultivate 
that prince’s friendship. He now sent her, with all her 
property and servants, under a proper escort, to her 
brother. Baber informs us, that, on hearing of her ap- 
proach, he rode out to meet her, accompanied by a 
favourite servant well-known to the princess. But so 
great a change had ten eventful years produced on 
the appearance of them both, though the Emperor 
was j-et only twenty-eight years old, that, even after he 
had addressed his sister, neither she nor her attendants 
recognised either of them. Khanzada Begum passed 
the rest of her life at Kabul, beloved and honoured by 
her brother, whom she survived many years.f 

Bdber, who at this very time was meditating to send 
an embassy to Shah Ismael, did not neglect the occa- 

Tar. Resh. ff. 18.5, 186. t Baber’a Mem. p. 10.; Tai. 

Resh. f. 186. 
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sion, which that prince’s generous proceedings now af- chap. iv. 
iorded him, to despatch Khan Mi'rza, with presents, as *7^, 
his ambassador, to thank the Shah for his courtesy to 
the Begum, to convey Bdher’s congratulations on his 
splendid victory over their common enemy, and to dis- 
pose him to lend assistance in the attempt, which he 
now meditated, to recover the kingdom of Maweran- 
naher.* 

The Emperor had already discovered, that, though st.fe..fthc 
the Uzbeks had suffered a severe defeat, their power 
was yet unbroken. On the death of Sheibani, the Uz- 
bek chiefs assembled to elect a Supreme Khan in his 
place. Their choice, according to the usages of the 
Uzbeks, was decided by a mixed consideration of age 
and family. They did not raise to the dignity of Khan, 

Taiinur, the son of Sheibtini, but Kuchum, a son of 
Abulkhair Khan, and who was the eldest Sultan of the 
family. Taimur Sultan, the son of Sheibdni, ruled in 
Samarkand ; Obeidulla Sultan, the son of Mahiniid 
Sultan, and nephew of Sheibani, possessed Bokhara ; 

Jani Beg Sultan, a son of Sheibdni’s uncle, held Ande- 
jan, — while Kuchum probably occupied Tiirkistan, and 
his son Siiinjek, Tashkend. Khamzeh Sultan and Mehdi 
Sultan were still in full force in Hissar and Cheghauian. 

The master-mind of Sheibani was gone ; but the veteran 
captains, and the physical force of the Uzbeks, still pre- 
sented a formidable barrier to the progress of Baber. 

Though each chief was nearly independent in his own 
territories, all were ready to act in union when any 
assault was made from without, against any one mem- 
ber of the confederacy. 

Early in the spring, Shah Ismael set out to invade They mnke 
Mawerannaher, and had advanced along the roots of 

' p n T • ° 1 T7- **"■' Shah, 

the Parapamisan range as far as Meimuna and Kara- a.d. isii. 

* Mfrza Haider says, that Khan quest for assistance and aid. — Tar. 

Mirza was sent with tenders of llcsli. f, 187. 
obedience and observance, and a re- 
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robat, when be was met by a mission sent by Taiinur 
Sultan and other Uzbek chiefs, who had advanced to 
the banks of the Amu, to oppose his progress. They 
brought rich presents, and made proposals for a peace. 
Shah Ismael had important concerns which called him 
back to Azerbaijan and the frontiers of Turkey. Terms 
were soon concluded, by which it was agreed, that the 
Amu should be the line of separation between their 
dominions, and that all to the south of that river 
should belong to the Shah.^ By this arrangement, the 
kingdom of Khwdrazm, which had long been subject to 
Khordsdn, fell to Shah Ismael; but being separated 
from that country by a wide desert, and the communi- 
cation with it being difficult, it was, at no distant 
period, again overrun by the northern invaders. After 
making peace with the Uzbeks, Ismael Shah returned 
to Herdt. 

While Bdber was waiting to learn the result of his 
application to Shah Ismael for aid, a messenger arrived, 
from Syed Muhammed Mirza (brother of the late Mu- 
hammed Husein Mirza of Uratippa, and uncle of Mirza 
Haider) with the pleasing information that he had ex- 
pelled the Uzbeks from the country of Ferghdna. 

When Sheibani Khan defeated the two Khans and 
took Tdshkend, Syed Muhammed was in Kashan, so 
that he escaped being made prisoner. He afterwards 
joined the elder Khan in the desert; and remained some 
time, first with him, and afterwards with his son. 
Having again rejoined the Khan, whom he offended by 
the honest freedom of his advice, he was banished from 
his court, and forced to seek refuge with Jani Beg Sul- 
tan, the chief of Andejan. On the defeat of SheibAni, 
when Baber entered the country of Hissdr, a general 
council of the Uzbek Sultans was held in the spring at 
Samarkand. Jani Beg, who attended it, carried the 


* far Alem-aiai, f 18 . 
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Syed along with him. The Sultans, in the course of 
their consultations, came to a resolution, that not a Mo- 
ghul should be left alive in Mawerannaher. To this 
Jani Beg would not consent, and allowed the Syed and 
all the Moghuls in his service to go to Andejdn, to join 
their families. The Syed, who was apprehensive that 
Jani Beg might alter his mind, proceeded with all haste 
to Andejdn; and, soon after, what he dreaded did hap- 
pen, as Jani Beg sent after the Moghuls, who were still 
on the road, and killed every man that was overtaken. 
The Syed, however, effected his escape and reached 
Andejdn ; where, being joined by the remnant of the 
Moghuls and by the inhabitants of the town, he suc- 
ceeded in driving out the Uzbeks. 

Just before the news of this revolution reached 
Bdber, he had been exposed to a new danger. The 
leaders of the ]\Ioghul& who had escaped from the 
Uzbek yoke, had waited upon Sultan Said Khan, a son 
of the younger Khan, who was now in the Emperor’s 
camp, and told him, that, if he was willing, they were 
ready to make away with Baber, and to lay the reins 
of government at his feet ; that their followers amounted 
to nearly twenty thousand good and effective men, 
while the Chaghatdis did not amount to five thousand. 
The Khan, who declined their offer, made answer, that 
while the hurricane of Sheibani’s invasion lasted, Baber 
Padshah had presented Kabul to him as an island, 
under shelter of which he had escaped the fury of the 
tempest ; and that, now that the shore of prospci’ity was 
in sight, he could not be guilty of the ingratitude and 
perfidy of turning on his benefactor. The Khan, how- 
ever, represented to the Emperor, through Mir Kasim 
Kochin, — who was his prime adviser, and who, though 
he could neither read nor write, was a man of talent 
and had an ingenious and elegant vein of Avit, — that, as 
the Emperor’s affairs were noAV prosperous and noAV 
tribes Averc joining him every day, the Khan might be 
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sent where he could have a separate command, and 
where his operations might be advantageous to both. 
As the news of the success in Ferghana arrived at this 
crisis, the Khan was nominated to the command in that 
country, and soon set out attended by all who chose 
to join him.'* 

After Sultan Said Khan had marched for Andejan, 
Khan Mi'rza arrived, with a part of the auxiliary force 
which had been sent by Shah Ismael. The Shah al- 
ready complained that the Uzbeks had broken the 
treaty, by predatory iuroads into his territory; and he 
had entered into an understanding with BAber, that 
that prince should retain whatever he conquered in 
Mawerannaher. Thus strengthened, the Emperor re- 
newed active operations, and entered the country of 
Ilissar. The Uzbeks on their side were not inactive. 
As they had ascertained that Shah Ismael had con- 
ceded the possession of Mdwerannaher to Baber, they 
no longer apprehended an attack from him in person ; 
and, their whole foi’ce being now disposable, they took 
their measures accordingly. It was resolved that 
Kuchum Khan and Siiinjek Khan should, in concert 
with Jani Beg, recover possesion of Ferghana ; that 
Obeidulla Sultan should remain at Karshi ; while Tai- 
mur Sultan, and other chiefs, should assist Khamzeh and 
llchdi Sultans in driving the Emperor out of Hissdr. 
Kor were they slow in carrying the concerted measures 
into etfect. When the Emperor reached Pul-Sanginf on 
the Surkhab, he found that Khamzeh Sultan from His- 
sdr had occupied it. He discovered also that the Uzbek 
army was far more numerous than he had supposed, 
and commanded by chiefs of the first distinction ; and 
that to meet them in the field would be extremely 
dangerous. The enemy on their part, when informed 
of the inferioiuty of Bdber’s force, passed the I’iver 


* Tar. Resh. ffi 187, 188. 
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lower down than (Pul-Sangin) the stone-bridge, by chap.iv. 
swimming. Intelligence of this movement having 
reached him about afternoon prayers, he instantly put 
his army in motion, and marched for Abdera, Avhere 
the passes in the hills are extremely narrow and steep. 

All that night, and the succeeding day till noon, he 
continued marching with the utmost celerity, Avhen he at 
length arrived at a position which the most experienced takes up a 
leaders considered to be very strong, and there took his 
ground. 

Towards midnight, news was brought that the Uzbeks Biber’sar- 
were advancing in full force. The troops were instantly ; 
ordered to their posts, and remained under arms till 
day-break, ready for action. About sunrise, the ad- 
vanced pickets reported that the enemy were in motion, 
and preparing to attack. Baber rode to an eminence 
to reconnoitre. He saw that there was only one, and 
that a narroAV road by Avhich the enemy could attack 
the hillock on which he was posted. Close by this was his posi- 
another hillock, divided from the first by a broad and 
deep ravine; and to this hillock also there Avas only 
one road. After the enemy had draAvn out their ranks 
on the level ground below, they perceived that it Avas 
no easy task to mount the hill. Taimur Sultan (Shei- 
bdni’s son) and several other Sultans, Avith about ten 
thousand men, separated from the main-body, and began 
to ascend the farther hill. The Emperor instantly de- 
spatched Khan Mirza, Avith a body of the best troops, to 
oppose them. At the same moment, his eye happened 
to light on a band of men Avho AA’^ere standing hard by, 
and he inquired who they were. He was informed 
that they were Mirza Haider’s folio Avers; being a party, 
chiefly Moghuls, who had been attached to his father, 
and who, on escaping from Khorasan, had noAV joined 
the son. Turning to the Mirza, he observed ; “You 
are still rather young for such rough rencounters. Stay 
beside me, Avith Moulana Muhammed and a fcAV more. 
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and send the rest of your men to succour Khan 
ilirza.” 

They arrived at a fortunate moment. Khan Mirza’s 
men, after coining to their ground, had been charged 
by the Uzbeks, who bore doivn all before them, and 
had nearly reached Khan Mirza himself. Haider’s men, 
under Jan Muhammed Atkeh, as soon as they arrived, 
attacked them in front ; and the fugitives rallying, re- 
turned to the fight, and succeeded in driving back the 
Uzbeks. Haider’s men took an Uzbek chief, who was 
immediately carried before the Emperor. He received 
the oflering with joy as a favourable omen, and on the 
spot ordered the first prize of valour to be inscribed in 
Mirza Haider’s name. Still, however, the contest con- 
tinued to be maintained on both sides with desperate 
valour, till the light began to fail. The violence of the 
battle had not reached the Emperor’s position, the 
direct road to which was difiGlcult, while it was not 
easy to go up or down from one place to another. 
Late in the afternoon, the men of note who were about 
the Emperor dismounted. At nightfall, the enemy found 
it impossible to remain in their advanced position, for 
M ant of water, which was three or four miles off ; they 
therefore were obliged to retreat during the night, in 
order to encamp near water. As soon as they began 
to make a retrograde movement, the foot soldiers and 
such as had dismounted, raised a shout and rushed 
after them. The portion of their army that was op- 
posed to Khan Mirza, having observed Khamzeh Khan 
and the main body in retreat, were also eager to retire. 
As long as the two divisions remained facing each other, 
neither could gain any advantage over the other ; but 
no sooner did the enemy commence their retreat, than 
Khan Mirza’s men made a general charge, and the 
Uzbeks at once took to flight. When the main body 
saw that division discomfited, they too lost their firm- 
ness, fell into confusion, and ivere soon scattered in 
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complete rout. “ It was now night prayers, when 
Khamzeh Sultan and Mehdi Sultan were taken, and 
brought before the Emperor. What they had done to 
the KhAlcdns of the Moghuls, and the Sultans of the 
Chaghatai, that did he to them. From night till morn 
were the fugitives pursued, and from morn till night, 
to the entrance of the Dcrhend-Ahinein, (the Iron 
Gate).” The immediate consequence of this victory, 
was the fall of Hissdr.* 

Baber now collected the whole of his troops, near 
Plissdr. He was soon after joined by an additional 
body of auxiliaries, sent by Shah Ismael, under the com- 
mand of Mustafa Ali and Shahrukh Sultan Moherdar ; 
and numbers of men joined from the tribes around, so 
that the army, horse and foot, amounted to sixty thou- 
sand men. The Kezelbash force was under the com- 
mand of Ahmed Sultan Sed (who was related to the 
royal House of Persia), Ali Khan Istijlu, and Shakrukh 
Khan Afshdr ; of whom the two former had served with 
great reputation against the Ottoman Turks. The 
Emperor, with this powerful army, advanced towards 
KArshi. The principal Uzbek chiefs had met at Samar- 
kand. Obeidulla Khan, the chief of Bokhara, had for- 
tified himself in Kdrshi. Bdber's ablest ofiicers were 
against besieging Kdrshi ; time, they said, was valuable ; 
and, if he pushed on and took possession of Bokhdra, 
Kdrshi must fall of course. In this opinion the Em- 
peror concurred, and he marched past it, and encamped, 
when his scouts reported that Obeidulla Khan had 
quitted Kdrshi and was in full route for Bokhdra. 
Baber hastened on by forced marches, and reached it 

* Tar. Resh. ffi 189,190. Mirza it, in obedience to tlie royal grant. 
Sekander, the author of the Tarikh This is not improbable, as it is in 
Alem-arai Abasi, f. 18., says, that unison with the practice of the 
Khan Mirza was now put in pos- time. Baber looked forward to the 
session of Badakhshan and Hissar, sovereignty of Samarkand and Bok- 
in conformity with the agreement hara. 
witli the Shah ; or, as he exprebscs 
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before the Uzbeks, who, finding themselves anticipated, 
went on to Tiirkistan, plundering the country by the 
way. The Uzbek Sultans ivho were in Samai-kand, 
being also filled with alarm in like manner, took refuge 
in Turkistdn; and thus the country of Transoxiana 
was for a time cleared of the Uzbeks, after they had 
held it about nine years.* 

After the Emperor had been a short time in Bokhara, 
he proceeded to Samarkand. His route resembled a 
triumphal procession ; wherever he moved, he was re- 
ceived with universal joy ; high and low, citizens and 
peasantry, all testified their delight. At Samarkand, 
he was welcomed by processions of the chiefs of the 
law, and of the merchants ; and the grandees and men 
of every class came out to receive him. The roads and 
streets were thronged with the population ; the houses, 
bazars, and public entries were hung with drapery of 
brocade, and of the richest stuffs, paintings, and wrought 
work. All Avas done that could testify their joy at the 
happy change, the expulsion of the detested Uzbeks, 
and the restoration of a sovereign of the ancient race of 
their princes. He was proclaimed King, at Samarkand, 
in the beginning of October, a.d. 1511, amid the bless- 
ings and prayers of the inhabitants, Avho looked forward 
to years of happiness, under the mild sway of an en- 
lightened and beneficent sovereign. Having amply re- 
warded his Persian auxiliaries, he dismissed them, and 
then marched back to Khorasdn.f 
"While these events were passing in Bokhara and 
Samarkand, Sultan Said Khan had proceeded, accompa- 
nied by his Moghuls, from Kunduz to Andejan, Avhere 
he Avas received by Syed Muhammed Mirza. Soon 
after his arrival, the grand council of Uzbek chiefs, 

* Tar. Reshidi, as above. to SamaTkand; Mirza Haider makes 

t Khdfi Khan, following Mirza them be sent away from Bokhara, 
Sekander, makes Baber dismiss the which seems premature. 

Persian auxiliaries after the march 



LIFE OF bAbEB. 


317 


already mentioned, was held at Samarkand, when dif- 
ferent scenes of action were assigned to the different 
Sultans. Kuchum Khan and Siunjek Khan were 
named to assist Jani Beg Khan in driving the Moghuls 
out of Ferghdna. They entered the country, on the 
west towards Akhsi, and laid siege to Kd&hdn, which 
was not in a perfect state of defence. The garrison was 
soon reduced to straits. Sultan Said Khan, on learning 
this, sent the chief part of his army towards the hills 
near Kdshdn, to harass, if they could not face, the 
enemy. The Uzbeks were not the only enemy who 
now infested Andcjan. Ababeker Mirza had availed 
himself of the confusion produced by the death of Sheib- 
ani, to aim at the conquest of the whole country. He 
was already possessed of Urkend, Madu, and Ush, some 
of the best provinces of Ferghdna; and, hearing of the 
detachments sent to the relief of Kdshdn, pushed on to 
besiege the capital itself, carrying with him a number 
of engines for attacking towns — such as manjanils, 
swing-cranes*, and scaling ladders. The garrison in 
the town, which amounted to only two or three thousand 
men, was not sufficient for defending the walls, which 
were very extensive ; so that both the Khan and the in- 
habitants were filled with alarm. 

Meanwhile, the Uzbeks had made a breach in the 
walls of Kdshdn ; and, applying scaling ladders, had made 
so desperate an assault, that the garrison, driven to ex- 
tremity, made their escape, and rode off by the gate on 
the land side. As the Uzbeks had dismounted when 
they came on to the assault, and had not reckoned on 
the garrison attempting to flee, they were unable to 
follow ; and much time was lost before they could go 
back to mount and pursue them. Such as remained 
behind, with the stragglers and the inhabitants, were 
put to the sword. The garrison, joining the troops in 
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the hills, that had been sent to their succour, went on 
straight to Andejan. 

They reached it at a favourable moment. The army 
of Ababeker had arrived, and encamped about a couple 
of miles from the town ; and, having prepared all their 
warlike engines, had determined next morning to storm 
the town in different quarters at the same moment. In 
the course of the night, the army returned from Kashdn. 
Towards morning, the enemy advanced to the assault, 
ignorant of their arrival. The Khan had marched out 
and drawn up his ti’oops, ready to receive them. The 
conflict took place at the village of Tumluq *, and the 
field was obstinately contested. In the end, the Khan 
■was victorious, and Ababeker completely defeated, with 
great loss. After the battle, all the prisoners were 
collected in the pai'k of Andejdn, and orders issued for 
putting them to death. The slaughter had begun, 
when Syed JMuharamed on' his knees entreated the 
Khan, on every plea of humanity and policy, to spare 
them ; the more especially as this victory was the key 
to unlock the cities of Kdshghar; and that these un- 
happy men, who were of that country, might assist in 
the enterprise which he already meditated. He suc- 
ceeded in saving the lives of such as were left, amount- 
ing to three thousand men ; who, says the historian, 
lifted up their hands in grateful praise and thanksgiving. 

This great victory made the Uzbeks proceed with 
caution in their operations. Soon after, news arrived 
of the defeat and death of Khamzeh Sultan ; which was 
followed, in rapid succession, by that of the Emperor’s 
advance to Samarkand, and the retreat of the Uzbeks 
before him. In a short time, the communication be- 
tween Samarkand and Andejdn was renewed, and the 
whole of both countries was recovered, not an Uzbek 
being left in either. The Emperor bestowed Tdshkend 


* Or, Tutluq. 
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on Mir Ahmed Kdsim Kohbur, and Seirdm on Kitteh 
Beg, his brother. The Uzbeks were thus driven back 
into Tiirkistan and the desert, which they had quitted 
as adventurers about twelve years before. 

Never, till his conquest of India, were the dominions 
of Bdber so extensive as at this period. They stretched 
from the deserts of Tartary to the farthest limits of 
Ghazni, and comprehended Kdbul and Ghazni, Kunduz 
and Hissdr, Samarkand and Bokhdra, Ferghdna, Tdsh- 
kend and Seirdm. Kdbul and Ghazni he now gave to 
his youngest brother Ndsir Mirza. When Bdber be- 
came possessed of these extensive dominions he had 
reached his twenty-ninth year.* 

The ensuing winter Bdber passed in comparative 
tranquillity, employed in settling the afPairs of his king- 
dom, and in the enjoyment of his favourite amusement 
of hunting. To the common observer, all seemed to 
jiromise a long course of prosperity ; but causes were 
already in active operation that were soon to deform 
these bright prospects. The great mass of the settled 
inhabitants of the countries on the Oxus and Jaxartes, 
had little influence in the choice of a ruler, and took 
little part in military afiairs. The succession to the 
throne, and the conquest and revolutions of kingdoms, 
were effected by the various Tartar tribes, who fed their 
herds and flocks in these countries, or who from time 
to time invaded them. Hordes of Moghuls, Uzbeks, 
and Tiirkomans possessed the chief power. The Kezel- 
bashes of Shah Ismael seem to have been dismissed 
before Bdber had time to form a regular or eflELcient 
army, for the defence of his new dominions. As he 
had relied chiefly on the assistance of the Shah for his 
success in Transoxiana, he is said, not only himself to 
have assumed the Persian dress, but to have issued an 
order that all his troops should adopt it, and parti- 
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cularly the Persian cap. This is distinguished by 
twelve points, emblematic of the twelve Imams; and by 
a long strip of red cloth, issuing from the centre and 
hanging down behind, whence the Persian soldier has 
the name of Kezel-bash, or red-head. It was therefore 
in reality a religious, as well as a militarj’- badge ; and 
marked an attachment to the Shia sect, in opposition to 
the Sunni or old orthodox faith. The inhabitants of 
Mawerannaher, accustomed to a change of masters, 
might perhaps have borne the yoke of the Persians as 
patiently as they had done that of the Moghuls and 
Uzbeks ; but now their religious feelings were touched ; 
and nobles, soldiers, and above all the divines and 
Imams, so important a class in every Musulman countiy, 
hut especially in Samarkand and Bokhdra, were deeply 
offended and scandalised at this distinction granted to a 
foreign and hostile sect, who daily, in the public mosques 
and in their private prayers, vent curses against the 
three holy companions and successors of the Prophet. 
The religious zeal of the inhabitants was inflamed. 
Mdwerannaher, from the earliest ages of Islam, had 
always been distinguished for the untainted orthodoxy 
of its doctors and their followers, and the meanest of 
the populace felt a pride in the honourable distinction. 
Nor was there much in the character or conduct of 
Shah Ismael, to conciliate whom these innovations were 
introduced, thaf could soothe their apprehensions. De- 
scended of one of the holy Imams, and of a family that 
had risen to distinction by their attachment to the Shfa 
doctrines, he was himself a strenuous and bigoted 
apostle of the tenets of the sect, which he had in- 
troduced by force as the established religion of all his 
dominions. The detestation which the orthodox Sunnis 
of Mawerannaher bore to the heretical Shias of Persia, 
and their alarm at having the doctrines of a sect which 
they regarded as impious forced upon them, were 
naturally increased by the violent and cruel persecution 
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which Shah Ismael had commenced in Khordsdn, from chap. iv. 
the moment of his victory. He had commanded divine * d.i5ii- 2. 
service to be celebrated in the mosques of Herat, and 
had assembled all the heads of the religion, and the 
most eminent teachers, to be present in the grand 
mosque, while the Khutba or prayer for tiie sovereign 
was read in the new form ; the chief preacher of the 
mosqtie having honestly refused to repeat the curses on 
the three companions of the prophet, and Aisjlia the 
prophet’s wife, was dragged down from the pulpit, and 
cut in pieces on the spot. Next day, the Shah sent for 
the Sheikh-ul-Islam, who was the chief Musulman 
doctor and judge at Hei’at, and attempted to bring him 
over to the new opinions. Having failed, the venerable 
man was condemned to a cruel death, in inflicting Avbich 
the Shah himself is reported to have taken an active 
part. This persecution raged against recusants of every 
rank, as long as Shah Ismael remained in KhorAsftu. 

We cannot, therefore, wonder that the inhabitants of 
Transoxiana, and especially the divines and teachers of 
religion, should feel much alann at such manifest in- 
dications, as were now made, of a desire, not merely to 
tolerate, but to favour the Shia doctrines and forms. 

Besides polemical reasoning, they had recourse to the 
weapons of ridicule, which often arc hardl)'^ less jjower- 
ful. The new garb of the King, and his soldiers, were 
the subjects of unsparing sarcasm and derision. The 
popularity of the Emperor, w'hich a few nmnths before 
had been so high, now rapidlj’ declined. He knew that 
he Avas unable to cope Avith the united force of tlic 
Uzbeks, Avitliont the aid of the Shah ; and the compli- 
ances Avbich this persuasion led him to make to that 
prince’s religious opinions, deprived him of the con- 
fidence of his subjects beyond the Oxns, in spite of the 
knoAvn humanity and beneficence of his character.'’^ 

* There is a difTeicnce .imong whose name the eoin w.as stim-k. 
historians, as to the 'oseicijrii in and the Khntl>a n'ad, in Maneian- 
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Pint a storm was already gathering beyond the Sirr, 
which soon poured down all its fury on the plains of 
Uokhcira. On the arrival of spring, the Uzbeks, encour- 
aged by hearing that Shah Ismael had returned to Irak, 
resolved to attempt the recovei’y of Transoxiana. They 
accordingly left Tiirkistan; one body marching tp 
attack Tashkend, while another, under Obeidulla Sultan, 
advanced towards Bokhara. Baber, having detached a 
body of troops to the relief of Tashkend, hastened, witli 
such as lie could collect, to check the Sultan’s progress. 
Obeidulla, hearing of his approach when near Bokhara, 
thought it prudent to retreat; but was followed by 
Bal'.er, who overtook him at Kiil-malek.* A fierce 
action ensued, in which the Emperor, being defeated, 
was forced to fly back to Samarkand. The enemy now 
turned upon him, pui’sued him into his capital, began 
to occupy the country on every side, and threatened to 
encompass the cit)’, which, with its granaries empty, 
at the end of ninier, was in no condition to stand a 
siege. Seeing no chance of a successful resistance, he 
once more unwillingly abandoned the imperial city, and 
made his way to Ilisstir.f 


nailer at tills, pp'iotl. Accordin’ to 
Abulfazl. Feriiilita, Klidd Khan, and 
the Indian histoiians, it was in 
n.iber'b name. Mh-za Sekandcr, the 
author of the Tankh-AIcm-ai.'ii 
Aliasi, f. 18 ., followed by the Pei- 
f-ian -Kriteis, says, it was in that of 
Shall Ismael. Tlius^ Sheikh JIu- 
hainmcd Ali Ilaziii, in his Lite, 
yi. 277-, observes, tliat Baber, in the 
1111016 couise of his life, courted the 
suppoit of Shah Ismael and liis 
descendants, “ sometimes,” says he, 
“ by giving cniiency to their Kbutba 
and coin, as in Samaikand,” some- 
times by petitions and supplications. 
Tile ambition of Sliah Ismael might 
have led him to aim at the conquest 
of Transoxiana, had not the Turks, 
his puiteiful antagonists oil the iicst. 


compelled him to be constantly on 
the watch against their progress. 
Biiber was probably acknowledged 
as the soveieign of Samarkand, 
which had been held by his fore- 
fatheis, because it would have been 
ncaily impossible for the Shah to 
have conqucied and held it directly 
bj bis Persian tioops. AVhen JMiiza 
Sekandor talks of the jvihlikeshes 
sent by Baber to the Shah, on dis- 
missing the troops, and uses other 
terms of humiliation, he probably 
only adopts the insolent style used 
by Peisiaii writers in speaking of 
the kings of foieign countiies. 

* Sefei, A. n. <) 18 , which begins 
18 April, A. D. l.'ilS. 

•}■ Mirza St'kander, who is fol- 
lowed by Khafi Khan and the 
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lie had not been long there, when he was attacked 
by a body of Uzbeks, led by some of their khans and 
sultans, who assembled at the Derbend pass, and 
marched to overwhelm him. Baber threw such of his 
Moghuls and soldiers as were at hand, with their pro- 
perty and families, into the town and suburbs of Hissar, 
and barricaded the streets. The Uzbeks, who advanced 
and reconnoitred the place, seeing that he was resolved 
to make a desperate defence, gave up their design, and 
fell back on Cheghilnian.* 

Baber, meanwhile, had applied for assistance to Biram 
Khan Karamanlu, who commanded for the Shah, at 
Balkh, and who sent a detachment to support him ; on 
the arrival of which, the Uzbeks withdrew from the 
country of Ilissar. 

But Bdbei*, after the signal defeat which he had 
suffered at Kiil-malek, had sent directly to Shah Ismael 
himself, to solicit an effective force, by which he might 
bo enabled to expel the Uzbeks finally fnjm Jhiwer- 
annaher. The Shah, accordingly, gave instructions to 
Amir Kijm Sdni, his minister of finance, wdiorn he had 
entrusted with the settlement of Khorasan, to render 
assistance to BAber in recovering the dominions he had 
lately possessed. Ou reaching Balkh, Amir Kijm 
resolved to raai’ch in person into Mawerannaher, and, 
taking with him the governor of Herat, the Amirs of 
KhorAsAn, and Biram Khan, of Balkh, he passed tlm 
Amii, and was soon joined by Baber, when the com- 
bined army is said to have amounted to sixty thousand 
men.f 


Indian histoiians, inaltes the Em- 
peror's army small, and that of 
Obeidulla very numerous. Abulfazl, 
going beyond this, gives Baber the 
victory ; but adds, that from unto- 
ward circumstances he was obliged to 
retreat. Mfrza Haider, on the con- 
trary, (Tar. Rosh. f. 1 99.) wlio was 


Oheid’s hrother.m-law, makes him, 
with three thousand men, defeat the 
Emperor with foity thousand, lli.s 
account of Baber's transactions, at 
this time, is strongly tinged with an 
adverse religious feeling. 

* Baber’s Mem. p. 30o. 
t According to the 'J'aiikhe Be- 
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Early in the autumn, the army advanced to Khozar, 
wliich was taken. It next proceeded on to Karshi, 
which had been strongly fortified and garrisoned by 
Obeidulla Sultan, the chief of Bokhara, who was in 
reality at the head of the Uzbeks, though Kuchum was 
the nominal khan. It was proposed to leave it behind, as 
had been done with success in the preceding campaign •, 
but Mir Nijm, saying that it was Obeidulla’s lair, 
declared that it must be taken. It was accordingly 
besieged and carried by storm ; when Sheikhem Mirza, 
the governor, with all in the place, whether Uzbeks or 
inhabitants, to the number of fifteen thousand, were put 
to the sword, without respect to age, or sex, or sanctity. 
The circumstances of this massacre disgusted Bdber, 
who found that he was condemned to play a subordinate 
part, in an army professedly acting under his authority. 
He had ardently desired to save the inhabitants, who 
were ChaghatAi Tiirks of his own race and sect; and 
he had earnestly besought Nijm Sdni to comply with 
liis wishes. But the uni’elenting Persian, deaf to his 
entreaties, had let loose all the fury of war on the 
devoted city. MouMna Binai, the poet, one of the 
most eminent wits of his time, who happened to be in 
the town, fell in the indiscriminate slaughter, with 
many Syeds and holy men ; “ and from that time for- 
ward,” says MiTza Sekander, “ Amir Nijm prospered in 
none of his undertakings." * 

The Uzbek chiefs, after the massacre at Karshi, appear 
for some time to have retired and fortified themselves in 


dduni, f. 1 82., he was accompanied 
by an army of seventeen thousand 
Kezelbashes. Mirza Sehander says, 
that he held the Vikalat Divan.AIi, 
f. IS. Khaii Khan calls him the 
Amir-ul-Omra. The total amount of 
the aimy is taken from the Indian 
wnters. The Persian writers say, 
that Mil Nijm entered Transoxiana 


without orders from Shah Ismael. 
This may only he to save the Shah’s 
credit. 

Tar. Alera-arai, f. ip.; Tar. 
Reshidi, f. ; Tar. Khafi Khan, 
f. 23. Khafi Khan makes Mir 
Nijm defeat Oheidulla Khan, and 
shut up his array, of fifteen thousand 
hoisc, in Kaishi. 



LIFE OF BAJBEU. 


325 


llieir strongholds. Iklir Nijm seems to have passed on to 
attack Ghazhdewan, on the border of the desert, Avithout 
having taken Bokhara. The Uzbek sultans had noAv 
had time to assemble ; and under the command of 
Obeidulla Khan, who was joined by Taimur Sultan from 
Samarkand, they threw themselves into the fort the 
very night that Bilbcr and Mir Nijm had taken their 
ground before it, and were preparing their engines and 
ladders for an assault. The Uzbeks, in the morning*, 
drew out their army, ivhich took up a position among 
the houses and gardens in the suburbs of the town. 
The confederates advanced to meet them. The Uzbeks, 
who were protected by the broken ground, and by the 
walls of the inclosures and houses, had posted in every 
corner archers on foot, ivho poured a shoivcr of arroivs 
on the Kezelbashes as they approached. Biram Khan, 
Avho had the chief military command of their troops, 
being wounded, and having fallen from his horse, the 
main body of the army fell into disorder. “ In the 
course of an hour,” says Mirza Haider, “ the influence 
of Isldm began to prevail over heresy and infidelity. 
Victor}’ declared for the true faith. The invaders were 
routed, and most of them fell in the field; and the 
arroAvs of GhazhdcAvAn -revenged the sabre of Karshi. 
Mir Kijm, and all the chief officers of the Tiirkonicins,” 
continues the pious JIusuhnan, “ were sent to hell-fire. 
The Emperor, routed and discomfited, fled back to 
Hissar.” It is said that the Kezelbash chiefs, disgusted 
Avith the haughtiness and insolence of iSIir Nijm, did 
not use their utmost endeavours to assist him ; so that 
he Avas taken prisoner, and put to death. ^Many of the 
Persian chiefs, Avho fled from the battle, crossed the 
Amu at Kirki, and regained Khorasdn.f 

* Mirza Sekaiuler says that the Sd Ramzan, <) 1 8, falling on Fiiday. 
battle -was fought on Sunday, 3 The Leb-al-TouaiiKh makes the 
Ramzan, a. u. ,Q18. The day of day of the brittle, 17 Ramzan, <) 18. 
the week is probably a mistake, the t T.ir. Reshidi, f, 1 yy, 200. The 
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The Uzhuks now not only recovered the eountry 
which they had lost in Transoxiana, but made incur- 
sions into Kliorasau, ravaging the northern part of the 
province. Shah Ismael, on hearing of this disaster, 
resolved to return. On his approach, the Uzbeks 
retreated in alarm. He caused several of the officers, 
who had escaped from the battle, to be seized ; and some 
of them to be capitally punished, for deserting their 
commander. Certain inhabitants of the province, being 
accused of having shown attachment to the Uzbeks and 


account given by Mirza Sekantler, 
(Tar. Alcm-iirai Abasi, f. I 9 .) is 
somewhat ilifFcrent. He says, that 
Taimur Sultan, and Abusaid Saltan, 
threw themselves into the town, 
which they defended bravely for 
four months ; that, at the end of 
that time, iirovisions began to fail 
in the Persian camp, and the horses 
suffered for want of provender ; that 
Oboi<l-ulla Khan and Jani Beg 
Khmi, who were in Bokhara, marched 
out with their troops in the highest 
order, and being joined by Taimur 
Sultan and the garrison of Ghazh- 
derviin, engaged the besiegers on 
Sunday the Sd of Ramzan, within 
sight of the town ; that Biram Khan, 
who commanded the troops, having 
been wounded, the army fell into 
disorder, and the rout became com- 
])lete ; that Muhammed Baber Mirza 
retired from the flight, separated 
from the army, and fled to Hissar. 
The two accounts are not irrecon- 
cileable. Though Mirza Haider 
speaks of the Uzbek chiefs as arriving 
on the same day with the Persians, 
and while they were preparing their 
engines for attack, yet their arrival 
may have been after the place had 
been besieged four months ; and 
when an assault was preparing. The 
scarcity in the camp is probable, 
though adduced to lessen the dis- 


grace of the discomfiture. To the 
same feeling may perhaps be ascribed 
the alleged slackness of the Persian 
chiefs in supporting Mir Nijm, and 
the reflection cast on Baber. The 
defeat of Ghazhclewan seems to have 
hurt the pride of the Persians in a 
high degree. They openly ascribed 
it to the treachery of Baber ; Hii- 
mayun, when a refugee in Persia, 
was often taunted with this treachery 
of his father, as having destroyed 
Mir Nijm’s whole array. In the 
Tarikhe Bedauni, f. 182., a couplet 
is given, which Baber is reported to 
have written, and shot into the town, 
tied to an arrow, to intimate his 
hatred of his allies. It is not im- 
probable that Buber could not con- 
ceal his disgust at the massacre of 
Karshi, and at the slights shown to 
himself; that a misunderstanding 
ensued between him and the leaders 
of the Persians ; and, that they were 
willing to shift the bad success of 
the campaign, off themselves, by 
laying it upon him. The lines 

Serfe rube Uzbckiin kerdem Shahru, 

Gcr giiiiuhi kvrdcm, piik kerdem ruhrii, 

and, it is added, that on the following 
day when the armies engaged, Baber, 
by drawing off his troops, caused 
the destruction of the Kczelbashes. 
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their creed, and of having vexed the Shias, were con- 
siuned in the fire of his wrath. In truth, he was a stern 
bigot and a merciless persecutor ; a consequence of the 
religious foundation on which he established his govern- 
ment.* 

The fatal battle of Ghazhdewdn, the destruction of 
his Persian allies, and the numbers and power of the 
Uzbeks, seemed to leave Baber no hopes of again 
ascending the throne of Samarkand and Bokhara, But, 
much as he had stifierod, his misforrnnes were not yet 
over. When Sultan Said Khan was sent with the 
jMoghuls to recover Andejfiii, a considerable number, 
both of those who had escaped from the Uzbek yoke 
and of those who had previously been in the country, 
entered into Baber’s service. He repeatedly complains, 
in his Memoirs, that on all occasions he had found the 
Moghuls a turbulent and treacherous race, ever I'eady 
for rebellion, or to turn upon their friends when de- 
feated, and to strip and plunder them. Whether at 
this time they had any special ground for complaint, 
or whether they merely considered Bdber’s as a falling 
cause, is not very clear. Perishta says, that he gave 
them offence by reproaching them with their mis- 
conduct during the late expedition. At any rate a 
serious conspiracy was formed, at the head of which 
were the most eminent Moghul chiefs, such as Mir 
Ayub Begchik, Mir Muhammed, Yiidgar Mirza, and 
Nazer Mirza, Avho formed a plan for cutting him off. 
In execution of this purpose, they fell upon Baber’s 
quarters by night, killing or wounding all who came 
in their way. So sudden was the attack, that Bdber, 
who, on the alarm, started from his bed, and rushed 
out, had difficulty in escaping, in the undress in which 
he slept, into the fort of Hissar. The IMoghuls, on 
finding that they had missed their prey, plundered 
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whatever was w'ithout the walls, and then, marching 
away, took up a position on the hills of Karatigin. 
The Emperor, finding it impossible to keep the field 
with his remaining force, having left some trusty Amirs 
to defend the fort, retired to Kunduz ; and the whole 
country of IlissAr, with the exception of the fort itself, 
fell into the hands of the Moghuls. 

No sooner were they masters of the country than 
they began to exercise every kind of violence and 
excess, on the persons and property of the wretched 
inhabitants. Assignments were granted, without the 
least regard to the ability of those who were to dis- 
charge them. "Whatever cattle, grain, or other pro- 
perty the peasantry possessed, was torn from the 
owners, and squandered in tvasteful prodigality. A 
horrible famine ensued in the city of Hissar, and the 
few who survived supported life by the most loath- 
some and unnatural means. These disgusting scenes 
tvere succeeded by a pestilence, and thousaijds of 
women and children were sold into captivity among the 
Uzbeks. The country presented a scene of misery and 
desolation ; and, to add to the general distress, the 
winter being uncommonly severe, the ground was 
covered deep with snow. Nor did the Moghuls them- 
selves escape. They not only sutFered from want of 
grain, but the snow, which buried the fields, speedily 
produced a want of forage for their horses. 

Obeidulla Khan, of Eokhdra, hearing of their diffi- 
culties, resolved to expel the Lloghuls from Hissdr, and 
entered the country towards the end of winter. They 
w'ere at a loss how to act. They dared not apply to 
the Emperor after their late treachery ; nor durst they 
join Sultan Said Khan, in Andejau, sensible that he 
Avould not sanction their lawless proceedings ; and 
besides, the state of the roads did not admit of their 
crossing the mountains. They, therefore, took up a 
strong position, having on one side the Surkhab river ; 
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on the other two sides the Wakhsh hills ; the remaining chap.iv. 
side, being covered by deep snow, they regarded as 777^^4 
inaccessible. The Uzbeks, when they ariived, recon- 
noitred the ground on every side. In a few days, the 
increasing heat of the weather began to melt the snow, 
and Obeid Khan, effecting a passage by the narrow and 
broken ground, which had been considered as impass- 
able, one day at early dawn reached their position, and 
fell upon the Moghuls. Thus surprised, they did not 
attempt to make a stand, but threw themselves into t"'™! 
the river, which they tried to cross. Numbers perished 
in the stream, or fell by the sword, or were made 
prisoners. Such as escajied fled to the mountains, and 
a few, after enduring incredible hardships, reached 
Sultan Said Khan, in Fergana. “ In a word,” says 
the historian, “ Hissar, by the villany of these Moghuls, 
was lost to the Emperor, and fell under the power of 
the Uzbeks.”* 

As long as there was any chance of a change of Bibtr re- 
fortune, Baber lingered at Kunduz ; though, even there, Klimi!” ' 
exposed to much want and suflering. At length, find- 
ing that all hope had vanished on every side, leaving 
Khan Mirza in Badakhshan, he once more recrossed the 
Hindii-kiish mountains, and returned to Kalml.f 

While these events were passing in llis&Ar, Sultan thoDz- 
Said Khan had retained possession of Baber’s paternal 
kingdom of Ferghana. We have seen, that when the tend, 
Einj)eror’s success had enabled him to return to Samar- 
kand, and the Uzbeks had fled into Turkistan, he had 
given Tashkend to Mir Ahmed KAsim, and Sirdm to 
Kitteh Beg, his brother ; and, that when Obeidulla sprinir, 
Khan again crossed the Sir to invade Bokhara, Sidnjek 
Sultan had marched with his Uzbeks to recover Tsish- 

• Tar. Keah. if. 200 — 201. in 1.5 14, probably the latter. Sec 

t Baber appears to have returned Tar. Resb. f. 201 and 213.; Ak- 
to Kabul, A. H. ()19, or a. h. 9^0, bcindina, Ferislita, &c. 
in the end of a. u. 1313, or caily 
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kend. After the unfortunate battle of Kul-malek, 
Siunjek besieged Ts'ishkend Avith all his forces, and 
reduced it to great distress. Mir Ahmed, seeing that 
evciy hope of retaining the town had vanished, made 
a bold saUy by night, burst through the lines of the 
besiegers, and effected his escape.* 

In the course of the summer, Sultan Said, under- 
standing that Baber was about to enter the territory 
of Bokhara, assisted by Persian auxiliaries, resolved to 
make a demonstration in his favour, by affording occu- 
pation to the Uzbeks in their own dominions. He, ac- 
cordingly, entered the Tiishkend territory with five 
thousand men, and ravaged the country. He was soon 
met by Siunjek Sultan at the head of seven thousand 
Uzbeks, Avhen a battle was fought, in which Sultan 
Said Avas defeated and wounded. He returned to An- 
dc'jiin ; but the Uzbeks, alarmed at the advance of the 
Emperor and Mir Nijin, turned all their attention 
to Bokhara and Samarkand, and did not folloAV Said 
into Ferglulna. 

AVhen the issue of the battle of GhazhdeAvan left the 
arms of Siunjek once more at liberty, he ad\anced to- 
Avards Andejiin. The aa inter Avas severe, the famine 
great, and the misery of the country extreme. Sultan 
Said, seeing that it was impossible to meet him in the 
field, placed different Amirs Avith strong garrisons in 
Audejiin, Akhsi, and Marghinan ; Avhile he himself re- 
tired to the hill-country on the south, so as to be pre- 
pared to harass and assail him, should he lay siege to 
any place. Siiinjek, on finding that he Avas to be so 
vigorously opposed, retired and made no new attempt 
during the Avinter. 

During all this Avinter, however, Kitteh Beg remained 
shut up and besieged in Seirdm. As the revolt of the 
IMoghuls in Ilissdr had taken place, and the Emperor’s 


Tai. Resh. f. 208. 
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affairs were in such a desperate condition that he could 
render them no aid, both he and Sultan Said began to 
look around for some one who could assist them in their 
present danger ; and none seemed so fit for that pur- 
jDOse as Kdsim Khan, the chief of the Kaizaks. 

We have seen, that, in the time of the great Abulk- 
hair Khan, the powerful ruler of the Uzbeks, Gerai 
Khan and Jani Beg Khan had separated from him, and 
formed a new confederacy in the desert; which, on the 
defeat and death of Abulkhair, when his followers were 
dispersed and his territories partitioned, had risen to 
gi’eat power under the name of Kaizjiks; a denomina- 
tion originally bcstOAved on them from their predatory 
life, and Avhich they retained when more powerful.* 
On the death of Gerai Khan, his son Bercndiik Khan 
succeeded ; Jani Beg Khan had also several sons, and, 
among others, Uzbek Sultan and Kasim Khan. Kdsim 
Khan not only gained the superiority over his brother, 
but, in the course of time, became the cliiof leader of the 
Kaizdks; leaving Berendiik nothing but the name of 
JChan. Such was the condition of the Kaizdk tribes at 
this crisis. In a short time afterwards, Kasim Khan 
expelled Berenduk, who fled to Samai’kand, where he 
died in exile. Kasim Khan, before his death, which 
happened five or six years after this time, overran the 
whole Desht-Kipchak ; was said to be able to bring a 
million of men into the field ; and to have been the most 
powerful prince who had been in that country since 
Jiiji Khan. 

When Kitteh Beg solicited the assistance of Kdsim 
Khan, the army of that potentate consisted of three 
hundred thousand men. The Beg sent to present him 
with the keys of Seiram, and to ask him to take pos- 
session of the country. The Kaizhk chief consented, 
marched with a large army by Tashkend, plundering 
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the country. This attack deranged the plans of Sii'in- 
jek. Sultan Said entered TAshkend, that he might form 
a junction with the Khan’s army; but liad not advanced 
far before he heard of Kasim’s return to the desert. 
On this the Sultan retreated, and soon after visited 
Kasim Khan, at a remote station in his native wilds. 
Siiinjek did not attack AndejAn all that summer, appre- 
hensive of another invasion of the Kaizaks.* 

In the following summer, however, Kasim Khan 
being occupied ivith his conquests in a distant part of 
the desert, Siiinjek Sultan marched, Avith a large force 
of the confederate Uzbeks, towards Andejdn. Sultan 
Said Khan convened a council of his chiefs. They were 
unanimously of opinion that, unsupported as they were, 
it Avould be absurd singly to contend ivith the mighty 
power of the Uzbeks, and that they had a much fairer 
chance of success by marching into Kashghar, and at- 
tacking Ababeker Mirza, whom they had once before 
defeated. This resolution Avas accordingly adopted, 
and, before Siiinjek had time to enter the country, the 
Khan, with all his Amirs, their families and baggage, 
sot out from Andejan and advanced towards Kdshghar, 
by the route of Moghulistan. Their enterprise Avas 
successful. Sultan Said expelled the tyrant Ababeker, 
and ruled Kdshghar many years Avith honour and in 
prosperity. 

In this manner was Bdber driven from his old do- 
minions, as he had previously been from Hissar. From 
this period, except for a moment near the close of his 
life, he seems to have lost all hope of regaining either 
the country of Mawerannaher, or his native Ferghdna; 
and he Avas “ led by dmne inspiration,” says the courtly 
Abulfazl (writing in the reign of his grandson), “ to 
turn his mind to the conquest of Hindustan.” But 
though he never revisited those countries, Ave find, from 


* Tar. Ileali. £P. 20(). 211. yS. 
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his Commentaries, that they never lost their influence chap. iv. 
over his imagination and affections. He often speaks 
of them, and of the companions of his early life, and 
always with a warmth which proves how deep was the 
impression that both had made on his youthful heart. 
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BABEIl’jS IrtTUKX TO K.<BIJE — REBELLION OF IIlS MOGHULS QUELLED. 

HE CIIVSTISI'.S THE inLL-TRlRES. TAKES BAJOCR. SWAI) 

SUBMITS. At'FAlRS OF BVDAKQSnAN — AND OP KANDAIlCr. — 

SHAH BEG SUBMITS TO SHAH ISMAEL. IS THROWN INTO PRISON. 

PLOT TO DELIVER HIM SUCCEEDS. — HE TURNS HIS AKM.S 

AGAINST SIND. — jdlT-CUUCnAK — HER STORY, CAPTIVITY, AND 
ESCAPE. — H.(ber’s SUCCEhSlVE CA-MPAIGNS AGAINST KANDAhAb — 
AVHICH IS SURRENDERED BY CONVENTION. 

When BAber, driven from !Muwerannaher by the over- 
whelming force of the Uzbeks, returned to Kiibnl, his 
youngest brother XAsir Mirza, to whom he had assigned 
that kingdom ivhen he conquered Sainai’kand, came out 
to receive him with cvei*y mark of honour and of wel- 
come, and at once resigned to him the government. 
He asked to be alloived to retain Ghazni, which he had 
held previously to the expedition against Mawerannaher, 
to which the Emperor willingly consented. He soon 
after sot out for that city, loaded with many marks of 
the imperial favour ; but, in the course of the following 
year, he fell a victim to the excess of his habitual in- 
dulgence in wine.* 

His death was the signal for a mutiny and revolt 
among the great Moghul chiefs, in which several Cha- 
ghatai nobles also took a part. The cause is not ex- 
plained, but seems to have related io the succession to 
Ghazni and its dependent districts. Shiram Taghfii, 
the uncle of his mother, and who had all his life been 
in the service, Mir Mazid Wajkeh his brother, Kiil 

* He left a son Yail^iir Niisir of the following history. 

Mirza, often mcntioiu-il in tlie course 
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Nazer, and in general all the Moghuls, rose in rebellion, chap. v. 
They were joined by Moulana Bilba Bcshcigheri, avIio 
had been in such favour with the Emperor that he had 
only three years before been made governor of Samar- 
kand, Uratippa, and the hill-country; by Mir Ahmed 
Kohbur, who so recently had been governor of Tash- 
kencl ; by his brother, Kitteh Beg, the gallant defender 
of Seiram, and by many of the most distinguished 
nobles of the Emperor’s court. As to the causes and 
the details of the rebellion, we are left ranch in the dark. 

The Emperor himself, in giving the character of Dost 
Beg, who died some years afterwards, incidentally rc- 
mai-ks, that the Beg, having, in the course of this rebel- 
lion, been detached from Ghazni on a plundering expe- 
dition Avith two or three hundred men, Avas attacked 
by three or four hundred chosen Moghul horse, Avho 
AA'cre sent to chastise him. I'hcy encountered him near 
Shiriik^n, Avhen he completely beat them, dismounted 
and took a number of them prisoners, and brought back 
AAUth him a cpiantit}' of heads.* AYe are informed, in 
general, by j\Iirza Haider, that, after several skirniishes, 
encounters, and intrigues, the two armies were draAvn 
out, Avhen a battle ensued ; that, at this crisis, Amir 
Kamber Ali, the son of Amir Kasim Kochin, Raber’s 
favourite minister, arriving from Kunduz Avitli a con- 
siderable force, fell upon and routed the right of the 
rebels; many of Avhom Avere taken and met with the Qiiciic'- 
rcAvard of their treason, Avhile others fled and escaped 
to Kashghar. Shiram Taghai aa'us, for some time, in 
the service of Sultan Said Khan, “ but, unable to sup- 
port himself,” says Mirza Haider, “ he returned back 
to the Emperor, Avho, with his usual benevolence, re- 
ceived him kindly, shutting his eyes upon his unAVorthy 
•acts, and regarding only his past services. He soon 
after left this transitory Avorld.” f 


* Babd’h Mem. p. CGC. 
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The quelling of this rebellion, and perhaps the banish- 
ment of the turbulent Moghuls, left Baber some years 
of comparative peace. This period he employed in 
arrangements for the government of his kingdom, and 
ill checking or reducing to subjection the various moun- 
tain tribes on every side, which had hitherto yielded 
an imperfect obedience, or none, to the throne of Kabul. 
To follow Baber in all his expeditions against the Ha- 
zaras, Aimaks, Afghans, and other tribes in the hills 
and wilds, would lead into needless detail. The history 
of them all is nearly the same. He sets out secretly 
■with a strong light force, marches without halting, 
comes upon the encampment of the tribe unawares, 
disperses or slays the men, and carries off the women, 
cattle, and valuables. Sometimes, however, the clans 
are on their guard, and he meets with a brave resistance, 
when, after considerable loss to both parties, victory in 
the end inclines to the side of disciplined valour. It is 
hardly possible for governments constituted like those 
of the East, and possessed of no regular standing army, 
to subdue, and still less thoroughly to settle, the erratic 
tribes of the mountains and deserts, who always govern 
themselves most easily and effectually. Baber, in some 
instances, forced them to acknowledge his supremacy, 
and to a certain degree restrained their inroads and 
subjected them to tribute ; but, in general, down to the 
time when he conquered Delhi, the Afghans maintained 
their independence, only sending tribute, with more or 
less punctuality, according as the means of enforcing it 
■were nearer or more remote. The Hazaras he often 
plundered and discomfited ; but, as the greater portion 
of them were safe in their broken and inaccessible moun- 
tains and glens, though often defeated and pillaged, 
they never could be said to be subdued ; yet, like the 
Afghans, they were restrained for a time from plunder- 
ing, as they had for ages been accustomed to do, on the 
lower grounds and pa.'H'-e'- of his territories. 
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One portion of territory, which is at present compre- 
hended in the Afghan country, though down to the 
period in question it had not belonged to the kingdom 
of Kabul, he did however subdue. The country be- 
tween the Cheghanserai river and the Indus was over- 
run by Baber, about fifteen years after his conquest of 
Kabul. Thirty yeai-s before that last event, the Yusef- 
zai Afghans, said to come from Khorasan*, had settled 
in the lower parts of that tract, expelling the Dilazaks, 
the former inhabitants. This territory, Ayliich lies at 
the southern roots of the Hiudii-kiish range, and was 
highly cultivated, had, in older times, been held by the 
Sultans of Swad and Bajour ; a race of princes whose 
authority appears, at one time, to have been very ex- 
tensive, especially among the rich cultivated valleys of 
that hill-country. The dominions of the Sultan of 
Swad, at one period, had even extended to both sides 
of the Sind. The Yusef-zais had succeeded in expelling 
the DiMzdks from part of the Swdd territory, and had 
also encroached upon the Sultan, so that he had been 
compelled to retire into Upper- Swad. The Sultan of 
Bajour was still independent.f Bdber, when he entered 
the country, was attended by several Dildzak chiefs, 
who served him as guides, and directed his vengeance 
against their deadly enemies the Yusef-zais. He first 
marched against the strong fort of Bajour, and the 
Sultan refusing to submit, he attacked it with engines 
of Avar, and with matchlocks, which Avere quite new to 
the garrison. The alarm Avhich these produced, as soon 
as their effects were experienced, Avas employed to cover 
an escalade that proved successful. The whole male 
inhabitants, three thousand in number, including their 
sultans or chiefs, Avere cruelly put to the SAVord as 
infidels, and a pillar erected of their heads. The women 

* It must be observed, that the of Ghazni, 
term Khorasan is very indefinite, + Baber’s Mem. p. 140.; El- 
often including all the country west phinstone’s Caubul, p. 246. 
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and children were led into bondage. Bdber, seated in 
state in the jialace of the Sultan, bestowed the govern* 
inent of the country on Khwaja Kildn.* 

Immediately on hearing of these transactions, Sultan 
Wais of Swdd sent to offer his submission, which was 
accepted.f The Emperor then proceeded to plunder 
Ponjbora, and some neighbouring districts. The Yusef- 
zais sent ambassadors to soothe his resentment ; and 
as, from (experience, he had found the difficulty of sub- 
duing them by open force in the rugged country which 
they occupied, he sought to conciliate men whom it was 
not always easy to chastise or to reach, by asking in 
marriage the daughter of Malek-shah Mansur, one of 
their chiefs. J This union, which in the opinion of 
barbarians deeply imbued with all the feelings of clan- 
ship, gave him a strong and intimate connection with 
the tribe, assisted in checking the customary raids and 
outrages of several of its branches ; for, with others, 
hostilities seem to have continued. The final agree- 
ment with the friendly Y usef-zais was, that they should 
make no inroads into Swdd above Aniiha, the amount 
of contribution (or black-mail), which they had been 
accustomed to levy higher up, being allowed as a deduc- 
tion in the rolls of their revenue collections ; and that 
the Afghans, who cultivated lands in Bajour and Swdd, 
should pay six thousand loads (about thirty-eight thou- 
sand cwts.) of grain, to the government. § 

It may be imagined that it was no easy task to re- 
strain tribes which, like those around Kabul, had for 
ages been accustomed freely to indulge in robbery and 
insubordination of every kind ; and it should seem that 
hardly a year passed in which BAber did not make in- 
roads into the country of some one or other of them, 
to chastise their licentiousness, to protect his more 
peaceable subjects, and sometimes, perhaps, for the less 

• Baber's Mem. p. 246—248. t Ibid. p. 250. 

t Ibid. p. 249. § Ibid. p. 268. 
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laudable object of plundering them of their wealth, or chap. v. 
of reducing them to subjection.* 

During this period the subordinate kingdom of Atairsof 
Badakhshdn continued to be governed by Khan Mirza, 
whose circumstances had been considerably improved, 
by the freedom from Uzbek invasion afforded by Bdber’s 
invasions of Transoxiana. Some years afterwards, the 
Mirza had the misfortune to have a difference with 
Sultan Said Khan, of Ivdshghar. 

The ground of it originated long before Khan Mirza 
had taken possession of Badakhshdn, and while Bdber 
was still in Ferghdna. In the latter part of Khosrou 
Shah’s reign, over Kunduz and Badakhshdn, Mirza Aba- 
beker of Kdshghar had seized some of the high mountain 
districts, or Hazdras, of the latter countiy, such as 
Sdrigh-Juidn, Perwdz and others. Before Khosrou could Perii»pa 
obtain redx'ess, he fell before the superior fortunes of 
Sheibdni Khan, and Bdber. When Sheibdni took pos- 
session of Khosrou’s other dominions, the Mirza refused 
to yield these Hazdras to him, and many battles were 


* Baber himself records several 
of his forays and inroads into the 
countries of the tribes around Kabul, 
such as that against the Sultan- 
Masaiidi Hazaras, south-east of 
Kabul, (a. II. 910, A. D. 1504.) 
Mem. p. 156. The most remark- 
able was the grand circuit already 
mentioned, which he made just after 
mounting the throne of Kabul, when 
he went, first against the Afghiins of 
Kohat, thence through Banu, Ban- 
gash, and Daman, down tlie Indus 
to the Multan territory, and the 
borders of Sind; in the course of 
which, be plundered the Isa-khail 
and other tribes, andreturned through 
a desolate country by Choliali and 
Abistiideh to Ghazni, (a. ii. 910, 
A. D. 1505.) Mem. p. 157—166. 
He next year (a. h. Ql 1 ) A - 
1506) plundered the Turkoman 


Hazaras, near Bamian, seized num- 
bers of sheep and horses, and slew 
many of the tribesmen. — Ibid. p. 
173., and again, (a. 11. 912, A. d. 
1.507), p. 212, 213. He beat the 
Khizer-khail, Shimu-khail, Khirilji, 
and Khugiani Afghans, when at- 
tempting to obstruct his march in 
the pass below Jagdalik, and plun- 
dered the Alishing Afghans and 
the Kafirs, (a. h. 913> A. d. 1507) 
p. 232, 233. He plundered the 
Yuzef-zais and Muhammed-zais of 
the plains, (a. H. 925, a. d. 1519) 
p. 251. and kji. He plundered the 
Abdal-rahman Afghans in Gurdiz, 
making a tower of the heads of the 
slain, p. 270. ; and the Khizer- 
khail, p. 277- ; imposed a tribute 
of four thousand sheep on the Khi- 
rilchi, and Shamu-khail. — Ibid. 
Other instances occur. 
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in consequence fought with the Uzbeks. Mirza Aba- 
beker continued, however, to retain in his power all 
above the upper passes of Badakh8h6.n. 

At a future time, when Khan Mirza came into 
possession of a part of the country, we have seen that 
he Avas much straitened and kept down by the vicinity 
and power of the Uzbeks, and that he was unable to 
recover any of the usurpations of Mirza Ababeker, who 
continued to hold Sdrigh-Juian and all the highlands 
above the narrows, which, for the space of twelve years, 
remained separated from Badakhshdn and united to 
Kdshghar. 

When Sultan Said, driven from Ferghdna by ^he 
Uzbeks, attacked and defeated Mirza Ababeker, and 
took possession of the territories of Kashghar, he 
divided these upper districts of Badakhshdn among his 
Amirs, in the same way as he did the country of 
Kdshghai’. Mir Beg Muhammed, who was sent as 
governor, claimed the districts of Wakhan and Derwdz, 
as belonging to the Ivdshghar Hazdras, as well as Sdrigh- 
Juidn; Avhile the inhabitants of the two former asserted 
their right to belong to Badakhshdn, and claimed pro- 
tection from Khan Mirza. 

The Mirza readily acceded to their request. He had 
long had an eye on these districts, Avhich he considered 
as part of Badakhshdn, or rather as being in reality 
Badakhshdn itself, since from them the rest of the 
country took its name. Sultan Said, on the other hand, 
claimed them under a twelve years’ possession, which, 
he contended, had broken the old right, and transferred 
them to Kdshghar ; adding, that Khan Mirza, in seizing 
them by force, had rendered it impossible for the Khan 
to yield them up to him as a friend and relation, even 
had he, from other considerations, been disposed so 
to do. 

The Khan followed up his remonstrances by leading 
an army into Badakhshdn. Khan Mirza, totally unable 
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to meet him in the field, shut himself up in Kila- 
Zefer, while Said ravaged the country. The Mirza,- 
now heartily repenting his ill-judged enterprise, made 
the humblest submissions; and Sultan Said Khan, 
seeing his weakness, and unwilling that his dominions 
should be totally ruined, took pity on him and retired. 
No farther attempt was made, during Khan Mirza’s life, 
to recover these Hazdras.* 

Khan Mirza died about A. n. 926, leaving a son, 
Suleiman Mirza, a child, whom Bdber sent for and 
kept near himself; at the same time giving Badakhshdn, 
as a dependent principality, to his eldest son, Hum^yun 
Mu'za. That prince went, took possession of it, and 
governed it nearly ten years. During that period, he 
seems to have resided much in the country. He left it 
in A. H. 932, when he attended his father, with the troops 
of Badakhshdn, on his last invasion of India; from 
which, after the defeat of Rdna Sanga, he led them back 
to their own country, f 

From the period of Bdber’s return from Transoxiana 
the two great objects that engaged his mind were, the 
conquest of Kandahdr, and that of Hindiistan. 

We have already seen, that he was hardly settled in 
the possession of Kdbul and Ghazni when he attempted 
to add Kandahdr to his other dominions ; that he had 
very early succeeded in overrunning its territory, and 
had even besieged and taken the capital; but that 
Sheibdni had wrested from him his new acquisitions, 
and restored them to Shah Beg, the eldest son of 
Zulndn. 

The conquest of Kandahdr was not an easy task. 
Shah Shujaa Beg, who now governed that country and 
several other dependent provinces, was a prince of great 
talent, a brave soldier, a prudent politician, popular 
both with the army and with his subjects, and an en- 

* Tar. Resh. f. 272, 273. FerislUa, ii. p. 37. 
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lightened patron of letters and of learned men. It would 
appear, that, on his father’s death, finding himself placed 
in Kandahdr, between the force and activity of Bdber 
on the one side, and the oveiTYhelming power of Sheib^ni 
on the other, he early saw that the physical resources 
of the provinces which he possessed were quite inade- 
quate to resist either of these princes; the different 
parts of his kingdom being, from their local situation, 
unable to afford each other that ready help which is 
necessary, either for attack or defence, in time of need. 
He had therefore thrown himself on the protection of 
Sheibdni, and is said to have struck the coin and read 
the public prayers in his name. Sheibani not only 
enabled him to recover Kandahdr from Bdber, but 
showed him other marks of favour, during his own 
transient possession of Khorasdn.* 

It has already been observed, that soon after acquiring 
Kandahdr, Ziilmin Beg had added to his possessions 
Shdl and Mustung, which lie at some distance in the 
southern wilds.f About four years later, his son, Shah 
Beg, besieged and took the fort of Siwi, which Behader 
Khan then held for the Jdm ; and, having left there his 
younger brother, Muhammed Beg, returned to Kan- 
dahdr. Muhammed seems to have pushed his plunder- 
ing parties as far as Ikeri and Chandiika, in the territory 
of Sind. Jdm Kanda, who was then the sovereign of 
that country, sent a large force, under Mobdrek Khan, 
to protect his subjects. Mobdrek encountered the 
Arghiiiis in a hot action, in which Muhammed fell, his 
army was defeated, and Siwi retaken. | 

■*“ Tar. Sind. f. 94', Dera-Ferib, better knownasJilougir; 

f About a hundred and fifty both names with which I am un- 
miles. — Tar. Sind. f. 73. acquainted. Abulfazl calls Shah 

X Tar. Sind. f. 68. Chanduka Beg's brother, Sultan Muhammed, 
Sitharja is Chand-kob ; Ikeri or Ayeen Akbery, vol. ii. p. 120 . ; as 
Ukeri, I do not know. It may be does the Tabakate Akberi ; Ferislita, 
Lhari. Jam Nanda’s force is said vol. iv. p. 427., calls Shah Beg’s 
to have engaged Muhammed at conquest, the fort of Sewly ; which 
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When Bdber afterwards took Kandahdr, Shah Beg, 
driven from the more fertile and populous parts of his 
dominions, retired, as has been mentioned, to Shdl and 
Mustung, where he was met by Fdzil Beg Gokuldash, 
and some other of his local officers, who introduced to 
him the heads of the tribes that occupied the hills and 
passes of that broken and difficult country. Shah Beg’s 
authority over them, as well as over the portion of 
Siwi that acknowledged his sovereignty, was perhaps 
slight, except in the low lands, which were most easily 
overrun. These poor but free hill chiefs, whose allegi- 
ance was that of tributaries rather than of regular 
subjects, were but little pleased with finding that the 
Arghiins, a body of rapacious and overbearing strangers, 
intended to take up their residence ariiong them. But 
when Shah Beg proposed to them an attack on Sind, 
an enterprise calculated at once to gratify their love of 
plunder and to free them from the griefvous burden of 
entertaining their new guests, they all declared them- 
selves ready to attend him. The speedy restoration of 
Shah Beg to the possession of Kandahdr, by the ad- 
vance of Sheibdni from Herdt, put an end to this plan 
for the moment; but the events which followed, and 
which embroiled Shah Beg with both of his powerful 
neighbours, again, at no distant period, turned his 
attention that way, by proving how uncertain was the 
tenure by which he held Kandahdr.* 


seems to be an error of the copyist 
for Siwf, as it is properly named 
in the Tabakate Akbcri, his autho- 
rity. 

* The events that succeed are 
very uncertain. Some authors make 
Shah Beg send Mirza Isa Terkhan 
to revenge the death of Muhammed ; 
and say that he encountered Mo- 
barek, whom he routed and drove 
into Bhcker, which Shah Beg him- 
self took by capitulation ; and that 


tlie Beg even reduced Sehwan. They 
add that Jam Nanda made repeated 
fruitless attempts to recover Siwi; 
but the prowess of the Arghuns had 
made sucli an impression on the 
inhabitants of Sind, that they did 
not willingly face them in the field. 
See Tab. Akberi, f. 507. ; Ferishta, 
vol. iv. pp. 427, 428. ; Ayeen- 
Akberi, vol. ii. p. 120. Altogether, 
the dates of the conquest of Bheker 
and Sehwan are very obscure. .Shah 
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When Shah Ismael defeated the Uzbeks and took 
possession of Khor4s4n, the Arghiin chief, the principal 
part of whose dominions were dependent on that 
country, was once more filled with apprehension. Soon 
after the battle of Merv, the victorious Persian sent a 
detachment, which advanced as far as Sistan, on its 
route to Kandahar, for the purpose of enforcing the 
claims which he had over it, in right of his recent 
conquest. This brought matters to a crisis, and we 
soon after find Shah Beg holding a council of his nobles. 
To them he represented the diflBicult position in which, 
by the defeat of Sheibdni, his protector, he was placed, 
between the Persian and Chaghatdi princes ; and pointed 
out the impossibility of successfully resisting a monarch 
like Shah Ismael,* then in the height of his power. He 
therefore declared that he had come to the resolution, 
as on tlie whole the best he could adopt, to accompany 
to the royal presence the general of the Persian troops 
that had been sent against him, on the guarantee of 
that officer for his safety ; and to make his submission 
to the Shah, in person. At the same time he sent a 
mission to Kabul, to conciliate Baber.* 

On liis arrival at Herdt, he met with a gracious re- 
ception, was excused the ceremony of prostrating him- 
self before the sovereign, according to what was now 
become the received etiquette of that court, and was 
only required to bend the knee, in conformity with the 
Chaghatdi usage. After he had remained there some 
time, and seemed to have gained all that he had de- 
sired, it was settled that he was to take leave on his 
return home, at the approaching festival of the Noroz.f 
But before that day arrived, things took another turn. 
The Persian general was sent to the castle of Ekhtidr- 
eddiuj and Shah Beg himself was thrown into prison 

Beg was certainly in possession of » Tar. Sind. IF. gS, 99. 

Kahan when Baber conquered Ka- f The Persian new-jear, at the 

venial equinox, 
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in the fortress of Zefer *, and charged with having, by 
his pretensions to independence, attempted to deprive 
his sovereign of a portion of his dominions. His fol- 
lowers dispersed ; some of them found their way back to 
Kandahdr, while others lurked about in HerAt ; but all 
of them continued firmly resolved to seize upon any ac- 
cident that might occur, to render assistance to their 
beloved master. 

Shah Ismael soon after quitted HerAt, on his return 
to IrAk ; and Shah Beg was left to linger out his life 
in prison. But when some time had elapsed, Mahter 
Sambal, one of his attached slaves, — believing that the 
first vigilance of the gaolers was relaxed so far as to 
afford him hopes, by patient perseverance, to gain an in- 
terview with his lord, — repaired to the fort of Zefer; 
and, having learned how matters were then conducted, 
opened a pastry-shop, close to the tower in which Shah 
Beg was confined. In the course of his calling, by his 
conciliating manners, joined with occasional little pre- 
sents of his sweetmeats and pastry, contriving to form 
an intimacy with the guards, he went quietly and 
steadily on, omitting nothing that could forward the 
design he had in view. By frankly associating and 
mixing with them, he lulled all suspicion; gradually 
gained ready admittance into the tower ; and, having 
first put the prisoner on his guard by signs and hints, 
at length succeeded in speaking with him privately. 
Shah Beg being thus prepared, twelve of his faithful 
retainers bound themselves to each other by an oath, 
either to deliver him from prison and convey him to 
XandahAr, or to perish in the attempt. f 

When everything was arranged, the conspirators re- 
paired to the castle, at different times ; and were one by 
one received into Sambal’s shop, where they lay con- 
cealed. At night, Sambal, who had prepared some 

* Purliaps the name may be a f Tar, Sind. f. ,99. 

Kila-Zefer, somewhere near Herat. 
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sweetmeats and pastry for the occasion, in which he 
had mixed a strong narcotic, disposed of them as usual 
among the guards, who were thus in a short time ren- 
dered quite insensible. He then passed the sleeping 
guard, accompanied by two of his associates ; made his 
way good to Shah Beg’s room ; and, by means of some 
ropes which they brought for the purpose, assisted him 
to descend on that part of the tower which opened on 
the outside of the fort of Zefer. The rope, however, 
having broken, he fell from some height, and, in the fall, 
his manacles, from which they had not been able to 
disengage him, knocked out one of his teeth. In spite 
of this accident, his friends, who were waiting below, 
got him mounted, and they all set out on horses, shod, 
it is said, backwards, to mislead the pursuers. They 
rode incessantly for two nights and a day, when, getting 
a change of horses, they resumed their route, and went 
on without halting, till they arrived on safe ground. 
As soon as the keepers of the tower recovered their 
senses, and found the prisoner gone, a hot pursuit com- 
menced, but in vain. The fugitives were already too 
much ahead to be overtaken.* 

It was now more evident than ever to Shah Beg, how 
little he could depend upon the favourable disposition 
of either of his neighbours. Fortunately, the occupa- 
tion afforded to Shah Ismael by his wars against the 
Ottomans in the west, and the attempts of Bdber, im- 
mediately after the overthrow of Sheibdni, to conquer 
from the Uzbeks the ancient possessions of his family 
beyond the Amu, withdrew the attention of both for 
some years from the kingdom of Kandahar ; and afforded 
leisure to Shah Beg, who was sensible that this respite 
was but temporary, deUberately to consider his situ- 
ation, and to mature his plans. 

When affairs were somewhat settled in Kandahdr, ho 
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assembled his Arghdns and Terkhdns, who had always 
preserved much of the original spirit and equality of 
their tribes, and addressed them on the danger of their 
position, between the kingdoms of Khorasan and Kabul; 
and pointed out the expediency, while there was yet 
time, of securing some place of refuge, which might re- 
ceive them in case of necessity. His views were shared 
by them all, and the entire possession of Siwi was natu- 
rally pitched upon for their fii*st attempt. It lay on the 
side most remote from their powerful neighbours; it 
possessed a natural barrier of rugged mountains, and of 
long and difficult passes ; while, at the same time, the 
possession of it would be a step towards the ultimate 
conquest of the rich and extensive kingdom of Sind. 

Siwi or Siwistdn, a name which seems then to have 
been applied to a larger portion of the territory between 
the Afghdn and Baliich country than now goes under 
that denomination, was held partly, as we have seen, by 
Shah Beg, and partly by the family of Sultan Perowli 
Birlas of the old Tdrki race, who, on hearing of Shah 
Beg’s intentions, sent him a friendly mission, with such 
presents as he could command. They were accepted, 
but did not prevent Shah Beg from entering his terri- 
tories, and coming by surprise on his town, also called 
Siwi, which he took, some of the inhabitants submitting, 
while others fled to Fatehpurf, the most populous dis- 
trict of the province. After this success, Shah Beg, 
having sent back part of his troops to guard Kandahdr, 
himself pushed on to Fatehpiir, which was fifty kos 
from SiAvi, on the road to the Sind ; but which, says 
the historian, is now desolate, though its walls and 
houses are standing. J Here Sultan Perowli attacked 
hiTn , with two or three thousand horse of the neigh- 

* Also written Berawli and He- Fatehpur, unless it be the present 
rawali. I am by no means satisfied Shikarpui-. 

as to the date of these transactions. t wrote a. ii. 1009 (a. u, 

t I know not where to look for l600). 
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bouring tribes* that he hafl collected; but victory 
favoured the invaders, and such of the vanquished as 
escaped fled towards the Sind. Shah Beg now returned 
to Slwi, where he remained for some time ; and, with a 
view to his future residence, gave directions for building 
some palaces, and for laying out gardens for himself 
and his nobles. He also erected a castle ; after which, 
leaving proper officers to settle and govern the pro- 
vince, he hastened back to Kandahdr.f 

It was on his return from one of the expeditions 
which he undertook at this time, for the purpose of ex- 
tending his dominions towards the south, that an inci- 
dent occurred which may deserve notice, both as con- 
nected with the history of Shah Beg and his successors, 
and as illustrative of the manners of the age. When 
Bdber took Kandahdr, the whole families of the Arghfln 
chiefs fell into his hands, and among others Mah- 
chuchak Begum, the daughter of Muhammed Mokfm, 
Shah Beg’s brother. This lady, as Bdber himself in- 
forms us, was married, a few months after, to Kdsim 
Gokultdsh J, an officer of distinguished merit, to whom 
Bdber was much attached, and to whom, at a subsequent 
period, he owed his life. But this alliance, formed in 
captivity, seems to have been painful to her relations, 
and was probably considered as not suitable to her 
rank. By Kasim she had only one daughter, Nahid Be- 
gum, who afterwards became celebrat^ in the history 
of Sind.§ 

The disgrace of having a princess of their illustrious 
house in a secondary situation, in a foreign land, 
rankled in the minds of the ladies of the haram. On 
Shah Beg’s return from Siwi, in the midst of the re- 

* These are specified to have if Mem. p. 233. The marriage 
been the Doulat-shahis, Barghddis, appears to have taken place a. m. 
Korbais, Lorgahis, Baliiches, and 9i3> hi the wiuterof a. d. 1507-3* 
other tribes. — Tar. Sind. f. g6. § Tar. Sind. f. 95. 

I Tar. Sind. f. f)6. 
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joicings which took place on the occasion, Mokiin’s ciiivr. v. 
widow presented herself, in the garb of a mourner, 
standing upright, in the doorway of the palace, with a 
coarse black woollen cloth throAvn over her head, in 
sign of her deep distress. She laid hold of the skirt of 
his garment as he entered, and with loud lamentation 
and tears besought him to have pity on her daughter, 
all that was now left of his beloved brother, and to 
release her from her shameful bondage. Shah Beg, 
moved by her misery, and by the remembrance of his 
brother, who had died not long before, thus forcibly 
brought to his mind, expressed liis willingness to attempt 
whatever could be done to elFcct the object of her wishes. 

Success was not easy ; and the consultations which he 
held -with his nobles produced nothing satisfactory. A 
plan was, however, devised by the ladies in the haram, 
and met with his acquiescence. It was arranged that 
some one should be sent to open an intercourse with 
the princess ; and, when she was fully prepared, that 
means should be taken to carry her oif from Kdbul into 
the hills of the Hazdra country that were nearest that 
city ; secure that, when once among the friendly moun- 
taineers, she would soon find her way in safety to 
Kandahar. 

In pursuance of this plan, Doulat Kitta, a female who 
had been a servant in Mokim’s haram, was despatched 
to KAbul; but before setting out, in compliance with 
the demands of eastern decorum, she was married to 
one Doulat Khan. On arriving at Kdbul, she con- 
trived to introduce herself to the Begum, as a helpless 
stranger; and, when a safe opportunity oftered, dis- 
covered herself and revealed the plan. The princess, 
surprised and alarmed, refused to enter into the plot, 
and expressed her fears that, should she reach Kandahdr, 
her proud relations would consign her to the grave, to 
bury deep the stigma brought on them by her captivity. 

Doulat Kitta relieved her apprehensions, by taking the 
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most solemn oath that no such intention was entertained ; 
and that, on the contrary, the warmest welcome awaited 
her from her mother and her uncle. SIdh Begum was 
at last prevailed upon to consent ; the news was con- 
veyed to Kandahdr; and a select body of the first 
warriors and chief nobles of the kingdom was secretly 
despatched on the service. They took their way through 
the country of the Hazdras, and pushed on for the 
capital, having arranged with the chiefs of that tribe 
that they should take post on the point of their moun- 
tains nearest to Kabul, with a body of their followers, 
to be ready to support the party on its return. On 
getting near Kdbul, they rested for two or three days, 
at a short distance from the town, to refresh their 
horses, and, it is said, to have them shod backwards. 

AVhen everything was in readiness, Mah Begum, on 
the day fixed for the attempt, left her house about the 
time of afternoon prayers, to repair to the bath, the 
great place of recreation and freedom for Musulman 
women. Having waited till the moment when the 
streets were covered with the crowds leaving the 
mosques, she mingled with them ; and, protected by the 
impenetrable disguise worn by Musulman ladies, Avhich 
covers the Avhole body, leaving only an opening for the 
eyes, made her Avay, unnoticed, among the throngs 
that were passing to and fro. She reached in safety a 
convenient spot that had been fixed upon, where she 
Avas mounted on horseback, and conducted by Doulat 
Kitta to the party which waited her coming. Her 
daughter, Nahid, then a child of only eighteen months 
old, and unable to bear the fatigue of the flight, was of 
necessity left behind. The instant she appeared, the 
whole party, delighted, leaped on horseback and set 
out along with her. All that night, and the next day, 
and the night following, they held on their way. In 
the course of the succeeding day, they arrived at their 
halting-place. Here, having rested awhile to recruit 
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their exhausted strength, they went on for a day and 
night more, by which time they had escaped from the 
dangerous ground, and found themselves in safe quarters 
among the friendly Hazdras. 

They now halted for a few days, that the princess 
might rest from her fatigues, and then went on to 
Kandah^lr. As she approached that place, the grand 
scene of her hopes and fears, Shah Bog came forth to 
receive and welcome her, "with every demonstration of 
joy; saluted and embraced her affectionately as his 
brother’s daughter, treated her with every mark of 
honour, conducted her to the palace, and there, taking 
her by the hand, placed her in the arms of her mother 
and her nura,e. It was a day of general rejoicing, as 
for a great victory. All who had been engaged in the 
enterprise were rewarded with presents of horses, arms, 
or dresses of honour. In adventures and rescues such 
as these the Arghxins delighted, and their predatory 
habits taught them, like our borderers, to manage them 
with the utmost address and sagacity. 

For some time preceding these events, Mah Begum’s 
husband, Kdsim Gokultdsh, had attended Baber in 
his wars beyond the Oxus against the Uzbeks. It 
happened, on one occasion, that the Emperor, while 
alone, was surrounded and taken by a party of the 
enemy. His troops were not near enough to assist 
him. The gallant Kdsim, with admirable presence of 
mind, going up, and personating the Emperor, exclaimed, 
“ How dare you touch a servant of mine ? Do you not 
know your prince ? " Deceived by his words, they let 
go Baber, to turn to what they supposed a richer prize ; 
and, in the scuffle that ensued, the Emperor escaped. 
The Uzbeks put Kdsim to death ; but Bdber ever after 
cherished and protected his family, and all his depend- 
ents, with the most affectionate care. After Kdsim’s 
death, — which, according to one authority, occurred 
about a year after her rescue, — his widow married her 
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cousin, Shah Hussein, the eldest son and heir of Shah 
Beg ; and, on his death, she married Mirza Isa Terkhdn, 
who succeeded him in the kingdom of Tatta. Her 
daughter, Nahid, Baber gave in marriage to Mahib Ali, 
the son of his prime minister, Nizdm-ed-din Ali Khalifa ; 
and her name often appears, at a later period, in the 
history of Sind.* 

The repose, Avhich Bdber’s expedition against Bokhdra 
and Samarkand had afforded to Shah Beg and the 
Arghiins, was at an end when the Emperor returned to 
Kdbul, disappointed and discomfited. He had no sooner 
arranged the affairs of his kingdom, which he found in 
a state of disorder, than he directed his views, with 
more determination than he had ever yet done, towards 
the conquest of Kandahdr. The time was favourable, 
as the attention of Shah Ismael was entirely and pain- 
fully occupied by his war in the west with the Ottoman 
Sultan, Selim, in which he had recently suffered a great 
defeat. TVe have seen, however, that Shah Beg was 
not taken by surprise. He had long anticipated such 
an attack, and had not only extended his dominions to 
the south, but had collected, Avithin the strong town 
and citadel of Kandahdr, all the warlike stores and pro- 
visions that he could command ; and had also strength- 
ened the defences, and manned them with his bravest 
and most experienced adherents. To avoid being 
attacked by surprise, on hearing that Bdber had assem- 
bled a large army, he sent spies into the imperial camp, 
to bring him regular information of its numbers, and 
of the direction in which it moved. From them he at last 
learned, that a formidable army, under Bdber himself, 
was on Its march for Kandahdr. As it approached that 
place, Bdber was attacked with a dangerous illness, 
which so much alarmed his army, whose confidence was 
placed chiefly in him individually, that great trepidation 


Akbernama, Abulfazl, f. 206.; Tarikhe-Sind, as above. 
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prevailed in the camp. Shah Beg, with much address, 
seizing the favourable moment for negotiation, sent a 
mission to the Emperor, composed of the chief men of 
Kandahdr, who carried rich offerings, at the same time 
soliciting for a peace. Bdber, as Shah Beg had fore- 
seen, glad of a pretext for retreating with honour, 
accepted the presents, and, as if satisfied by his repre- 
sentations, sending him a dress of honour, took his way 
back to Kabul.* 

The Emperor’s retreat gave some farther breathing 
time to Shah Beg, as the direct attempts on Knndahdr 
do not seem to have been renewed for some years. But 
he is said to have declared that he clearly saw, that, in- 
dependent of Baber’s ambition, two circumstances would 
impel that prince never to desist till he had conquered 
Kandahdr. The first was the mistaken policy of his 
brother Mokim, in seizing Kdbul, a royal seat, held by 
a member of the family of Taimur, an insult which 
never would be forgiven ; the second was the very great 
number of princes connected with the royal family, and 
of nobles of distinction, who filled the court of Baber, 
and for whom no provision could now be made, either 
in Mawerannaher or Khorfisan.t 

But while affairs bore this unfavourable aspect on 
the side of Kabul, the factions and civil wars which, in 
Sind, had folloAved the death of Jam Nanda, in conse- 
quence of the minority of his son Jam Fir6z, and the con- 
sequent misery of the inhabitants, rekindled in Shah Beg 
the hopes which he had long cherished of effecting some- 
thing considerable in that quarter. In the beginning 
of the winter of the following year, he dispatched, into 
the territory of Sind, a small detachment of a thousand 
horse, who plundered Kahan and Baghban, two thriving 
and populous toAvnships belonging to that country. It 
gives some idea of the extent of their cultivation to 


cir.^r. v. 


Accommo* 

(latlon. 


Rliah 

alarms. 


DpaUi of 
J4ni Nanda. 


Shall Bcff 
plunders 
Kahan entl 
Bdghbati. 

A. If. 924, 
18 Zikad. 

A. n. 1.^18, 
21 Nov 


• Tar. Sind, ff. 100, 101. 
.VOL. I. 


A A 


t Tar. Sind, ut supra. 



354 


HISTOBY OS' INDIA. 


BOOK 11. learn, that, from the last of these towns, the invaders, 
AD 1-19 among other plunder, carried off no fewer than a thou- 
-20. sand camels, which were employed in turning wheels to 
supply water for irrigation.* 

His son It was about this time that Shah Hasan Arghiin, 
BAbeJ” Shah Beg’s son, in consequence of some dispute with 
his father, fled to the court of Baber. He was cour- 
teously received and honourably entertained by that 
prince, with whom he became a favourite. Baber is 
said to have taken pleasure in initiating him into the 
arts of government, and to have predicted that he would 
one day become an eminent prince. He remained nearly 
two years with the Emperor, when, a reconciliation with 
his father having been efiected, he returned home.f 
Bihcr in- The ncxt year, Baber was employed in quelling the 
KlmLiiir. refractory Afghans, and in invading the Penjab ; and 
a.h. 925 , the year following, he again entered the Penjab, and 
a.'«. 92 o,‘’ had advanced as far as Sialkdt on the Chenab, when he 
A. D. 1320 . recalled by an invasion of his territory from Kan- 
dahdr, of the particulars of which we are not informed. J 
As he had now made up his mind to his loiig-cherishcd 
and favourite design of invading India, an enterprise 
for which the circumstances of that country had become 
peculiarly favourable, he resolved, setting every other 
object aside, to exei’t the whole force of his dominions 
in the conquest of Kandahdr, a measure which he con- 
sidered to be an indisjiensable preliminary to the success 
of his Indian entei’prise ; since he could not, with safety, 
leave behind him an enemy so powerful and so able as 
Shah Beg. He therefore marched back from the Pen- 
j.db, and having expelled the invaders from his territory, 
at once advanced into theirs. He first of all ravaged 
the country of the Hazara and Hukderi tribes, who 
Fitninc— had probably been the immediate aggressors. A famine 

* Tar. Sind, i. 901. And Baber’s Mem. passim. 

Mem. p. 260. J Biiggs’s Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 37.; 

t Tar. Sind, f. 102. ; Baber’s Khafi Khan, f. 25. 
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at that time desolated the country of Xandahdr. Ne- 
vertheless, he sat down before the capital, which he 
began to attack regularly by mining and by battering 
its walls. At the same time, he subjected it to a close 
blockade ; and, the town being probably worse provi- 
sioned than usual, in consequence of the prevailing 
scarcity, the townspeople were soon reduced to the 
greatest distress for want of food. To famine succeeded 
pestilence, which, having spread into Baber’s camp, 
early in the summer, compelled him to raise the siege, 
perhaps without altogether relinquishing the blockade. 

But Bdber Avas fixed in his purpose; and, though 
Mehter Sanibal, noAv became a favourite general of 
Shah Beg’s, contrived to throw a supply of provisions 
into the town, yet Baber, next season, after marching 
over the countiy while the crops tvere yet on the 
ground, and carrying off and destroying the harvest, 
renewed the active siege of the town, and made the 
blockade closer than ever. Shah Beg, Avho meanwhile 
had been pushing on his operations in Sind with great 
success, and Avho, in the course of the year, took posses- 
sion of Tatta itself, and completed the subjugation of 
the country, finding his affairs in Kandahdr reduced to 
the last extremity, sent an embassy to the Emperor 
with proposals for peace. Negotiators from both sides 
having met, a treaty was soon concluded and signed ; 
by which it AA^as stipulated, that Shah Beg should hold 
Kandahdr till the following year, Avhen the city and all 
the dependent provinces Avere to be delivered up to the 
Emperor. The interval thus alloAved, Shah Beg em- 
ployed in removing his own family and effects, and 
those of his followers and adlaerents, in the first in- 
stance, to Shdl and SIavI ; and next year, Avhen Biiber 
again advanced to Kandahdr, the keys of that capital, 
and of the citadel Avere presented to him by Mir Ghias- 
ed-din*, the nephew of the historian Khondemir, the 
• The Tarikhe-Sind calls him the father of Mir Abnl-Mokarein, f. lOp. 
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celebrated author of the Habib-es-Seir. The Emperor, 
at the same time, took possession of the whole country 
of Kandahar and its dependencies, including parts of 
the Gcrmsir along the course of the Helraend ; which 
formed the utmost limit that his empire ever reached 
in that direction.* 


* In this account of tlie reduction 
of Kandahar rve are not assisted by 
Ahulfazi, and but little by Ferishta 
or Khdfi Khan. The Tarikhe-Sind 
is the principal authority, and its 
chronology is very perplexing. Fe- 
rishta says, (vol. ii. p. S?-) that the 
siege lasted three years ■, Khali Khan 


(f. S5.) says, four ; and Mfrza 
Haider (Tarikh. Reshidi, f. 275.) 
says, five. Operations were carried 
on for several years, probably rather 
by wasting the country and block- 
ading the town, than by a regular 
siege. 



357 


CHAPTER VL 

AHGli™ CONQUEST OE SIND AND MULTAn. 
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CONQUEST OF SIND. 

TRANSACTIONS IN SIND. — SOCCESSIVE DYNASTIES. — llEIUN OF jAm 

Fm6z. MISRULE AND REBELLION. SlIAH BED GALLED IN HE 

TAKES TATTA. UPPER SIND CEDED TO HIM. REVOLT AGAINST 

THE AROIIiSnS. — USURPATION OP SIlAh-ED-dIn, 'WHOSI SHAH BEG 

DEFEATS AND SLAYS IN BATTLE. SHAH BEG’S MEASURES TO 

SETTLE THE COUNTRY. — HE MAKES BHEKER HIS CAPITAL. — 
DEATH OP SHAH BEG. — HIS CHARACTER. 

Having accompanied the Arghiins so long in their 
progress, during their rise and fall in Kandahdr, it may 
he convenient, while their history is yet familiar to the 
reader, to follow the dynasty into the territory of Sind, 
to which they turned their arms, and thus prevent the 
necessity of interrupting the course of the narrative 
at a future period. 

During part of the last years of his possession of 
KandahAr, Shah Beg had been employed in removing 
the families and property of his retainers to Shal and 
Siwi, beyond the limits of that kingdom. These be- 
came his place of arms in the invasion of Lower Sind, 
an undertaking which he had long meditated and now 
resolved upon. Indeed, the undisturbed and quiet way 
in which he removed from Kandahar, so unlike the 
ordinary transactions of the age, and the good terms 
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on Avhicli he and his succebsor appear to have subse- 
quently lived ivith Baber, make it not improbable that 
his giving up Kandahar was attended with an under- 
standing, that he was to be allowed unmolested to 
attack Sind, and provide for his numerous tribesmen 
and retainers, whom that event had thrown destitute, 
by estates which their sword could conquer on the 
fertile banks of the Indus. 

Sind, the country in which Shah Beg, thus expelled 
ti’om Kandahar, resolved to establish the seat of his 
goverimient, though conquered by tlie iluhammedan 
Khalifs in the end of the first century of the Hejra, 
was not long retained by them. It was afterwards, 
for some time, governed by a race, who, as they are 
said to have been descended from the Ansaris, or com- 
jianions of Muhammed, must have been Musulmans. 
To them succeeded the Sumvas, a native tribe, who, 
with .some intervals, reigned till about A. ir. 740, when 
tliey were e.xpelled by the Sammas, a tribe distinguished 
by the name of Jtim. This dynasty, which sometimes 
was subject to Delhi, and sometimes shook off its yoke, 
still continued to reign when Shah Beg tui’ned his eyes 
towards their dominions. 

Jiim Kanda*, who was the reigning prince in the 
time of Shah Beg’s father, and for some time after his 
own accession, appears to have possessed an extensive 
territory, which originally reached from the ocean to 
the Multan territory, above Bhekcr, on the one side; 
and from the Bajpiit desert and Kach, to the Bolhn 
Pass and Baluchistan, on the other; comprehending, 
the Delta of the Indus and the country on both sides 
of the river to some distance from its banks, especially 
Scliwan, with Shlkarpore, Kach-Gandava, and part of 
Si'wistiin. Some portion of these dominions, we have 

^ They iiioteiidetl that they were or Kilanter, Jam. Tabakaic Akbori, 
descciideil IVoiii the l’er<;ianJainsludj f. 506’. 
wheiiec tliey called tlieit Makadain 
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however seen, had been wrested by the Arghdiis from 
Jjim Nanda, in his lifetime.* 


• There is much confusion in the 
Utter yejrs of the Sind dynasty, 
and especially as to the date of the 
close of Jam Nanda's reign. 

The dates on the margin of 
Briggs’s Ferishta, vol. iv. pp. 4:23 — 
430.J are, 1 presume, those of the 
translator, carrying forward the 
reigns of the successive princes, ac- 
cording to the number of years al- 
lotted to them in the text. Jam 
Xanda’s death is placed a. n. 894. 

In all the lists of the princes of 
the Sania race, which 1 have had 
access to consult, the lengths of the 
reigns differ ; especially diat of J&m 
Nauda, the father of Jam Firda, 
ihe last prince of the race. The 
Tabahite Akbeii gives him sixty- 
two years, the Ayfn Akberi sixty 
years and some months, Ferishta 
thirty-two years, and the Tarikhe- 
Sind forty-eight years. But it is 
difficult to find a correct previous 
date from which to start * 

The Tarikhe-Sind makes Jam 
Kadfaan assume the roasnad, a. r. 
838, Jemadi, i. 6 . According to it, 
he reigned eight years and a half, 
when he was poisoned by J4m Sanjer, 
who succeeded, and reigned eight 
years. To him Nanda succeeded, a.k. 

., Rebi i. 25, The year is con- 
fusedly written, hut seems 8 — 4. 

Now, eight years and six months 
from A. n. 858, Jemadi i. 6. would 
bring the commencement of Sarvjer's 
reign to a. b. 866, Zikada 6 ', and 
the eight years of Sanjer’s reign to 
A. B. 874, Zikada 6, within less 
than two months of a. n. 875 ; 
but, both the Tabakat and Ayin Ak- 
beri allow him a few months beyond 
the eight years, which would bring 
him into a. h. 875 ; and the forty- 
eight years assigned to Jam Nanda’s 
reign, in tbS Tarikh, would bring his 

A V 


death to a. h. 823, the date assigned 
to It in the Tarikhe-Siiid. f. 103. 
This is too late to agree with known 
facts. But it J.im lladliau’s reign 
of eight years and a half be dedi.cn'd, 
it biiupts us baek to a. it. <114. 

Abulfazl in his list, Ayin Akberi, 
vol. ii. p. makes Jam Uadni.ni 
(Radhan) and Jiim Sanjer the same 
peraon, and assigns only eight years 
and some months to both. None 
of the lists, except that of the Tar. 
Sind, gives a separate place to .lam 
Radhan ; though the details pre- 
sented in that work hardly admit of 
the supposition that they arc the 
same person, if wc strike out Jiim 
Radhan’s reign, preserving the dale 
of his accession as that of Jiim 
Sanjcf's, Jam Nanda’s accei-Bion 
would be A. II. &()(), and Ids death 

A. H. 914. 

'The Kholaset-ul-Towiiiikh, f. 
344., following the Tiir, Behiidcr- 
Sh&hi, makes Jdtn Silah-ed-d in lend 
an army into Sind, A. II. 918. IHs 
last invasion, when he expelled Jam 
Firde was in a. h. i) 26 , immcdiately 
befoie the conquest of ^Iln 1 , a. ii. 
9^7. (Ferishta, vol. iv. pp. 4a9, 
430.) And Abulfazl in the A) in 
Akberi, vol. ii. p. 122, gives Jiiin 
Firdz twelve years of rcivn, before 
his emulsion by Silith-ed-diii. 
Taking this to mean the second 
invasion of a.h. 92 fi, would bring 
J&m Firuz's accession to A. ii, 91 1- 
Shah Husein took possession ef 
Tatta in a. h. 9?7, thongh JSra 
Firdz maintained a contest for some 
time later. 

On this hypothc'-js. Jam Nan da 
died about a. p . oil; Jam SiM.- 
ed-din invaded Mini, .v ii, 918 awd 
926 ; Tai'.i n i‘ til 1-1 pii 5 -r 8 i»iiJU 
of bj ?hali ilii'-iiii, ,v 11 0 17- 

III fiviii’ 01 ' -V 11 . oj; for tlie 
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On Jam Nancla’s death, the country was exposed to 
all the evils of a disputed succession. His son, Jam 
Firdz, being a minor, Silah-ed-din, his relation, the 
grandson of Jdni Sinjer, the predecessor of the late 
prince, openly aspired to the crown. But JAin Firoz, 
being supported by Deria Khan, the minister, and by 
the chief families and holy men of Tatta, was finally 
established on the throne. Sildh-ed-dm, compelled to 
flee, repaired to Giijrdt, where he remained several 
years with Mozeffer Shah, with whom he was connected 
by uiaiTiage. During a portion of that time, Sind en- 
joyed repose; but, as Jam Firdz grew to manhood, like 
other princes educated in ease and pleasure, he gave 
himself up entirely to sensual and selfish enjoyment, 
neglecting the affairs of his government. The natural 
consequence ensued, llis courtiers and the Sammas of 
his tribe were guilty of much oppression, both among 
the townspeople and the inhabitants of the country, 
who were of a different race from themselves ; and the 
Jdm, in spite of the repeated representations and re- 
monstrances of his minister, having persisted in pro- 
tecting the aggressors, Deria Khan, in despair of being 
able to conduct the public affairs with satisfaction to 
himself, or benefit to the country, withdrew from his 
chai'ge, and retired to his jagi'r of Kahan, where for 
several years he gave himself up to the moral and re- 
ligious studies of the times.* 

The inevitable effects of such misgovennnent were 
soon visible. Discontent became universal, and oppres- 
sion spread wider and became more audacious. The 
leading men of the older race of inhabitants, and the 
chief merchants, resolved to hazard every calamity 


eonciuest of Tatta, we are snpportecl knowledged that Ute time of Jam 
by Fcriilita .'iiid the numerical words Nanda’b death it. far from being 
Kluirabi-r-Shid, mentioned in the certain. 

Tab.ilati Aklx'ri. . Tur. Sind, ft'. Cj), 70. 

Still, howevei, it must be ac- 
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rather than continue in their present state of suiFering. 
They, therefore, sent privately to invite SiMh-ed-dfn to 
assume the government of the country, repi’esenting 
the time as most favourable, the Jam being a weak 
debauchee, while his late minister and great support, 
Deria Khan, had retired in disgust from public life. 
Silah-ed-din communicated to his relation, MozefFer 
Shah, the letters and invitation which he had received; 
and, in a short time, by that prince’s assistance, he was 
enabled to return to Sind at the head of a considerable 
army; and, marching incessantly’, contrived to cross 
the Indus, and come upon Tatta, while Jam Firoz Avas 
quite unprepared to oppose him. That Aveak prince, 
AA'ithout resistance, fled up the western bank of the 
river. The successful invader, having entered the 
capital, mounted the throne of Sind ; and divided the 
property and possessions of the clansmen and adherents 
of his rival among his oavu supporters, the country in 
general observing the change Avith joy. 

Roused from his dream of pleasure by these decisive 
events. Jam Firoz looked around him, and saAv no hope 
of retrieving his ruined affairs, but in the assistance of 
his late minister, to whom he dispatched his mother, to 
express his profound regret for his past misconduct, and 
to solicit his support and countenance. l)eria Khan 
was easily moved to lend his aid ; and, leaving his re- 
tirement, by the influence Avhich he possessed over the 
AV’hole Avestern bank of the Indus, he soon collected a 
body of troops, chiefly from Bheker and SiAvistan. 
Firoz's standard Avas joined by numbers from the Ba- 
liich and other neighbouring tribes ; and it Avould ap- 
pear that the Arghuns, too, lent a body of troops, under 
the command, it is said, of Mehter Sambal, originally 
the slave, and noAv the favourite general, of Shah Bog.* 
When all Avcrc ready, Deria Khun moved doAvn to 
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attack Jam SiUlh-ed-dm ; but was met by that pi’ince’a 
general, Haji Vasir, and, after a bloody battle, defeated 
and forced to retreat. From the field of battle, Haji 
Vasir wrote to inform Silah-ed-din of his success, and 
that affairs bore- the fairest aspect. The messenger 
wlio carried his letter hapiiened to fall into the hands of 
a party of the enemy, and, with the letter, was brought 
to Deria Khan. That crafty statesman substituted and 
forwarded a different letter, also written in the Ilaji’s 
name, to announce that his army had been completely 
routed, that the enemy was advancing in full force, and 
advising his master to remove his haram and followers 
from Tatta Avithout any delay, and to meet him at the 
town of Chacligan, to Avhich place he was himself 
directing his march. The stratagem succeeded. Silah- 
ed-dln in dismay abandoned his capital by night, and 
crossed the river, to the total ruin of his affairs. He 
Avas afterwards met by Haji Vasir, when an explanation 
took place, but too late to repair the mischief that had 
been done ; so that he was comjielled once more to 
retire into Gujrdt, after having reigned eight months in 
Tatta. Deria Khan, after having pursued him into 
the desert, returned to Tatta, on the morning of the 
grand Muhainraedan festiA’^al that takes place on the 
conclusion of the feast of Ramzdn, and replaced Jam 
Firdz on the throne.* 

Jam Firdz continued to reign for some years after 
he had thus regained his dominions ; but the vices 
Avhich had already excited discontent among his snb- 

* Tan'klie-Sind, ff. 70, 71, 72.; on ivhich he quitted Tatta, and the 
Briggs’s Ferishta, vol. iv. p. 429. Id-al-Fitr as the day on which 
The year in which these events took Firdz re-entered it, but does not 
place is uncertinn. The Kholasct- specify the year. Ferishta makes 
al-l'owarikh mentions a. n. 918, as Delia Khan, in the first instance, 
the year in which Silah-ed-din in- join Silah-ed-din, but afterwards re- 
vaded Gujratj f. 314.; but other turn to his allegiance to Firdz, and 
dates in the passage are incorrect, assist in expelling the pretender. 
The Tai ikhc-Sind, ff. 71 . 72. men- which is far from being improbable, 
tions the 9th ilamz.in as the night 
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jects, and driven him from his throne, produced the 
same effects once more. It was no time to slumber, 
when he had active and keen-sighted enemies on every 
hand. The prospect of the occupation of Kandahar, 
by Baber, was an event of the utmost importance to 
his affairs, as it was hkely to bring the whole force of 
the Arghuns close upon his frontier. After Shah Beg 
liad removed the families of his adherents to Shal and 
Siwi, as famine still raged in Kandahar, they were 
exposed to great distress, from scarcity of food, in their 
new quarters.* It never had been his intention to 
confine his warriors to the barren residence of the 
desert, and he had sent spies into the richer and more 
civilised country of Sind, to discover what chance of 
success awaited him should he make an attempt on 
that province. They found everything favourable to 
his enterprise. The misgovernment of the Jdm had 
spread universal discontent, and the ryots prayed for 
a change. The Doulat-shahi and Turgahi tribes, which 
Shah Beg, in his foi’iner expeditions, had expelled from 
Siwi, had been allowed to settle in one of the suburbs 
of Tatta ; and they now invited their late enemy, 
promising to join hun. Some Arghuns, who had fled 
from his camp for offeirces, or left it for other causes, 
and taken refuge in Sind, were also authorised by the 
malcontents to invite Shah Beg to invade the country ; 
and he did not hesitate to obey the call.f Leaving 
sufficient garrisons in Shal, Siwi, Fatehpiir, and Gan- 
jdba to protect these forts, and the families and property 


* It is usual for eabtern princes 
to give assignments or drafts out of 
the revenues of their provinces^ for 
the payment of the troops and offi- 
cers. In the present instance, the 
distress was so great, that Shah Beg 
is said to have been compelled to 
give drafts to his troops, for a cer- 
tain quantity oi tuniips, carrots, ami 


other roots. Tar. Sind, f. 103. 

t a.;h. 92.5. (a.jj. ISIS'). The 
Tarikhe-Sind, f. 73. reads 91(5, but 
probably aifier (ten') should be read 
<islirrein (twenty). As, however, 
the date 11 Mohaircin, a. it. (>2(s 
occuis soon aftei, I have \en«iretl 
to maku the date ()-o, the end of 
the piccciling year. 
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of his followers, which they contained, to the delight 
of his troops he led them towards the provinces on the 
Indus, the gi'anaiy of that quarter. He Avas preceded 
by Mir Fazil Gokultash, Avith two hundred and forty 
chosen horse, avIio, entering the Sind country, passed 
the town of Baghbiln.* An army of Sammas had been 
collected by Mahnnid ilatin Khan, at Tilhati'l', on the 
left bank of the Indus, three or four kos from SehAvan, 
to oijpose and Avatch the motions of the invaders. 
Shah Beg, Avith the main body of his anny, folloAved 
Mir Fiizil. As he approached, the head-men and in- 
habitants of Baghban hastened to submit, and entered 
with zeal into his service.^ 

His great aim now was to induce the Sindians to 
submit Avithout fighting, and, to attain that object, he 
lavished favours on all Avho joined him. But, finding 
the progress of revolt sloAVcr than he wished, he resolved 
on more active measures.’ Marching from the Lakhi 
hills, he left behind the hostile anny at Tilhati, ad- 
vanced rapidly toAvards Tatta, and soon encamped on 
the banks of the KhaiiAva, about three kos to the south 
of that capital. At that time, a great ■ branch of the 
river floAved to the south of Tatta, and, from its depth, he 
found great difficulty in crossing, all the boats having 
been carefully reraoA'ed. Fortunately, hoAvever, a herds- 
man was observed, Avho had effected a passage from 
the other side, and who, being examined, pointed out a 
ford, by Avhich the Avhole cavalry was enabled to get 
oA'^er, leaving the baggage protected by a strong guard. 
Shah Beg then advanced tOAvards Tatta; upon Avhich 
Dera Khan, leaving Jam Firoz in the city, marched out 
AV'ith a large force to repel the invaders.§ 

* I know not what district is J Tar. Sind, if. 103, 104. 

here called Baghban ; perhaps Lar- J Dera Khan is called the adopted 

thdna. son (piser-c khwandeh) of JAm 

t Probably the Titli-Miir of Xanda. — Tar. Sind, f. 103. He 
Burncss map, which, however, is may, however, be Dtria Khan the 
on llie right bank of the liver. nnnistrr. 
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In the battle that ensued Shah Beg’s hardy veterans 
were successful. Dera Khan, with some other noldo- 
inen, and numbers of Saininas, were taken prisoners 
and put to death. Jam Firdz, tilled with alarm, fled 
from the city, and crossed the Indus. The town of 
Tatta Avas entered by the victorious troops, and for 
days subjected to all the outrages and miseries that 
are the lot of a city taken by storm. Numbers of the 
Avives and children of the inhabitants of all classes Avere 
reduced to slavery. Shah IJeg, placing a guard on the 
palace, Avhich Jam Firdz had abandoned, saved tlic 
honour of his family, Avho, from the suddenness of 
the calamity, had all been left behind, and treated his 
children and the females of his haram Avith the greatest 
respect. On the tenth day, when the lust and rapacity 
even of the merciless plunderers had been ncai’ly 
satiated, Kazi Kaz, a holy man, who, in the midst of 
the general ruin, had in vain been seeking in every 
quarter for his Avife and children, sat doAvn, and, Avith 
an eloquence that floAved from the heart, addressed a 
letter to Shah Beg, in Avhich he described the in- 
tolerable misery endured by the inhabitants. It AA'as 
conveyed to the Arghun chief, and touched his feelings. 
He straightway took an arrow from his quiver, and, 
delivering it to the Imam, who was the bearer of the 
letter, commanded one of his OAvn attendants to accom- 
pany him round the city, Avith orders that the pillage 
should instantly cease, and that the persons and pro- 
perty of the inhabitants should thenceforward be re- 
spected. This ordinance, enforced by the respected 
symbol that accompanied it, met Avith unhesitating 
obedience, and an end Avas put to the barbarous scenes 
that afilicted a great and unfortunate city. 

Jam Firoz, on flnding his women and family in the 
hands of Shah Beg, remained for some time at Piivar, 
shoAving every sign of profound affliction. He deputed 
some of his chief officers to conciliate the victor. A 
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iiej^ociatlou was soon entered into, and, as he made 
tlie humblest submissions, meanly laying the blame of 
the late war on the instigations of his ministers, and 
vowing eternal subserviency and gratitude to the in- 
vader, a treaty was not long of being concluded.* His 
family being sent back, he waited on Shah Beg, and 
it was finally agreed, that all the country from the 
Lakhi hills downwards, including Tatta, should remain 
the Jdm’s, while all the territory of Sind above these 
mountains was to he held by Shah Beg. 

The victoi'ious army now marched out of Tatta, and 
encamped on the outside of the city; but the news 
from Sehwanf speedily recalled Shah Beg to that 
quarter. The regular form which the invasion of the 
Avghiins had assumed, did not seem likely to terminate 
in a mere political ascendency, leaving the wealth and 
property of the country much as before ; but threatened 
to extend to a violent occupation of the very houses, 
lands, and property of the inhabitants, to support a 
numerous, rapacious, and famished body of Tartar 
adventurers, who were settling down like a swarm of 
locusts, devouring all they met with, and insatiate for 
more. The alarm spread on every side. A great 
assemblage of all the neighbouring chiefs and tribes, 
including the Safi'as and Sodhas, had met at Tilhati, 
and unanimously vowed to remain united, and never, 
while they had life, to desist from hostility to Shah 
Beg and his tribe. 

Shah Beg hastened by rapid marches to SehwanJ, 
and, having reduced the castle, left a force, under some 
of his most trusty nobles, to defend the adjoining 
country. Bheker, he left in charge of Sultan Mahmiid 

* Tar. Sind, f, 103 — 107. Sus- control of his minister, 
picions were very generally enter- f Siwistfin, — by which name 
tained that Jam Fiidz had joined Schwan is often called, 
in inviting Shah Beg into Sind, -1; Kila-Siwistan. 
that he might free himself from the 
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Khan Kokiltash, and proceeded to Shdl, to bring doAvn 
the families which had been left there. Kazi Kaz, 
whom Shah Beg sent to Tilhati to Malnniid Matin 
Khan, the brother of Dera Khan, as an envoy, to 
attempt to soothe the enmity of the confederates, was 
refused admission into the place. Shah Beg therefore 
found it necessary, on his return from Shdl, to move 
against them, and encamped on the banks of the Indus 
opposite the Tilhati, where he halted three days. Here 
he learned that a difference of opinion, so fatal to con- 
federacies, existed among the allies; that the chiefs 
were disposed to come to an accommodation, but were 
thwarted by the furious bigotry and intolerance of 
Mahddm Bilal, a saintly theologian, who possessed the 
greatest influence on the popular mind. That vciy 
night, having secured some boats, Shah Beg effected 
the passage of his whole array. The allies pushed 
forward their advance, under "Waran-mal Sodha, to check 
the Arghiins ; but it was met and driven back by the 
gallantry and skill of Mir Fdzil Gokultdsh, who, pur- 
suing his advantage, followed them close in their flight. 
Shah Beg, on coming up, found the battle won, and 
that his men had pushed fommrd to the very gates of 
the town. The rout was complete ; numbers of the 
Samraa army were intercepted and prevented from 
entering the place. Many were killed, and many threw 
themselves into the river and were drowned ; others 
effected their escape and reached Sehwan.* For three 
whole days, the fighting and carnage continued in the 
town, every foot of which was desperately defended, 
till Waran-mal and his Sodhas perished to the last 
man. Few of the inhabitants were left alive. This 
decisive blow secured for a long time the peace of the 
surrounding country.f 

The treaty with Jdm Firdz had not been long con- 

* Siwistan, Tar. Sind. I Tar. Sind, f. 107, 108. 
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eluded, and the Arglum and Terkhdn troops witlidraiv'n 
from the province of Lower Sind, when the misgovern- 
ment and discontent inseparable from a falling state 
again became rapidly visible. The news of what was 
passing at Tatta, and the disasters, incapacity, and un- 
popularity of Jdm Firoz, once more emboldened Silah- 
ed-din to attempt to recover a throne, his possession of 
which had formerly been so transient. He was now in 
high favour and power at the court of Gujrat, and was 
soon enabled, by the assistance of Mozeffer Shah, to en- 
ter Sind at the head of ten thousand horse, chiefly 
Jdnijas *, Sodhas, Sainmas and Kattis. fie was favour- 
ably received ; and the pusillanimous Jdm, who had no 
resources in himself, and deserved nothing from his 
subjects, fled on the first alarm of his approach, and 
hastened towards Sehwanf, to claim the succour of 
the Argluin nobles, Avho, with a strong body of troops, 
had been left in that place, for the purpose of assisting 
him in case of need. Silah-ed-din quietly took posses- 
sion of the capital, and of all the lower country, and at 
the same time dispatched a force in pursuit of his rival. 

When the JAm reached Schwan, he found that Shah 
Beg was absent, anxiously engaged in settling his affairs 
on the side of Shal and Kandahar. But the Amirs who 
Avere left in charge of the province dispatched a mes- 
senger to inform him of what had occurred, and to ask 
his instructions. This messenger ivas accompanied by 
an ambassador from the Jam, craving his protection. 
The Beg, Avho Avell perceived how much it Avas his in- 
terest to support his OAvn creature, ordered his Amirs 
to hold themselves in readiness to assist him, and dis- 
patched from Shal his son, Shah Hasan, aaFo in tAventy 
days reached Sehwan, with a strong body of cavalry, 
and took the command. He was folloAved by repeated 

* So in the MS. Taifkhe-Sind, -j- Siwistan, Tar. Sind, 
f. 108 . ; perhaps Jharyas. 
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I’emforcements of men and supplies of warlike stores, ch-vp. vr, 
and Shah Beg himself promised soon to join them.* 

On hearing of this concentration of the Arghnn 
troops, Silah-ed-dm’s army, which, under the command 
of Sarang Khan and Ran-mal Sodha, had pursued Jam 
Firdz into Sehwdn, and was now watching his motions, 
retreated ; and, crossing the Direhf, strongly entrenched 
themselves at Tilhati, where they maintained a threat- 
ening aspect. Shah Beg, leaving Kazi Kaz, now be- 
come one of his leading counsellors, to bring on the 
women and heavy baggage, joined his army. On his 
arrival, he sent forward Jam Fir6z under the guidance 
of Shah Hasan, and a strong detachment of ti’oops, who, 
giving the confederates the slip, advanced on the road 
to Tatta. No sooner did Silah-ed-din hear of this 
movement, than he abandoned Tatta, cro'^sed the Direh, 
and encamped at Jiin ; so that Jdm FinSz, hastening 
forward once more, entered his capital, came out in 
grand cavalcade to receive Shah Hasan as he approached, 
presented him with rich offerings, and treated him •with 
every mark of consideration and honour. By their 
joint efforts, they speedily brought into the field a 
formidable army, and moved to face Silah-ed-dfn. 

After a few marches the armies met, and Haibat, Sildh- 
ed-din’s son, who commanded the advance, having been siMh-ed- 
attacked and surrounded by a superior force of the 
Arghuns, was slain. His father, infonned of this mis- 
fortune, brought on his main body ; and, thinking only 
of revenge, rushed furiously on the enemy, who re- 
ceived him with steadiness ; and he fell fighting with 
desperation. The wreck of his army escaped to Gujrat. 

Shah Hasan, having halted three days on the field, re- 
turned back with Jam Fir6z. The result of the battle 
was announced from Bdghban by Shah Beg, not in the 

* Tar. Sind, f. IO 9 . Indus, or a Sindi corruption for 

t 1 know not if the Direh or deria, the river. 

Dira be a particular branch of the 
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name of the Jam, hut in that of his own son, Mirza 
Shah Hasan, a decisive mark of the insignificance to 
■which the nominal sovereign of Sind had been reduced. 
And this period may be taken as the termination of the 
dynasty of the Sanimas, and the commencement of that 
of the Arghiins, in Sind.* 

An incident, -which occurred at this time, may serve to 
show the mode in which military movements were con- 
ducted ill that age and country. Shah Beg's men, who 
accompanied the families and property of the army, or 
rather of the tribe, on its way from Shal to Sind, had 
reached Machi, a considerable town ; when, receiving or 
fancying some insult, they attacked and took the place, 
sleAv the inhabitants, seized their etfects and cattle, and 
razed it to the ground.f 

The uniform success that had attended Shah Beg’s 
enterprises on the Indus, now afforded him some leisure, 
which he employed in settling his conquests, and 
arranging Ids ulterior plans. For that purpose, he re- 
turned to Bdghban, where he was met by Shah Hasan, 
who had left Jam Firdz in Tatta, — with a body of troops, 
Avho, under pretence of protecting him, in reality re- 
lieved him from the whole burden of government. Shah 
Hasan was accoinjianied by the main body of his vic- 
torious army, whom his father received with joy, and 
honoured with rewards. Shah Beg, leaving them there 
to rest after their fatigues, repaired once more to 
Sehwan, where he inspected the condition of the fort, 
which he repaired, and fitted both for defence and as a 
convenient dep6t for the families of his followers. He 
commanded a large quantity of grain to be laid up in 
store, and enjoined each of his principal adherents to 
build a house for his own accommodation, marking out 
the ground for that purpose, as well as for the houses of 
the lower ranks. lie then rejoined the army, which 

Tar. SinJ, ff. 108 — 110 , Gamlava. Tar. Sind, f. 108. 

■t It lies in the present Kach- 
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marched for Bheter. After the first day's march, he 
dismissed Jam Firdz’s ambassador with presents and 
letters, intimating his intention of soon marching to 
conquer Gujrat, and, when in possession of that kingdom, 
he promised to restore Sind to the Jam, in all its ancient 
extent* 

On reaching Chanduka f, a confidential servant J of 
Sultan Mahmiid Khan, who commanded in Bheker, 
arrived in the camp, to explain to Mi'r Fazil Gokultdsh, 
his father, the difficult situation in which he was placed. 
When he was made governor of that important fortress, 
he was advised to conduct himself by the advice of 
the great Syeds of the place, who formed numerous 
and powerful families that had long had great influence 
in that quarter, and who had become responsible for 
the management of affairs; and Shah Beg had also 
directed some of the chief men of the Dharicha tribe to 
I'einain in tlie fort. The latter, having become discon- 
tented, fled from it, were now in a state of active 
hostility, and, to the utmost of their power, obstructed 
the governor’s operations. The truth seems to be that 
the new rule of the Arghdns was not popular. Taxes 
and duties were imposed, which the people of the 
country positively refused to pay, and not only turned 
back with disgrace the oflicers sent to levy them, but 
assembled in force in the plain of Lohri, ready to offer 
battle to the governor. Sultan Mahrahd, Mir Fazil’s 
son, then only twelve years of age, was eager to march 
out against them ; but his boyish impetuosity was 
restrained by the Syeds, who, on two occasions, when 
the Dharicha men threatened to cross over, and seize 
both the fort and Mahmiid, manned the towers and 
ramparts, and, by the bold face which they presented, 
dispelled the danger. 

* Tar. Sind, f. 1X1. + Baba Chuchak, his Anka, or 

f Chamlhoh, said to be thirty foster-father, 
kos west from Bheker. 
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MiV Fazil communicated this information to Shah 
Beg, and was directed to cross the river at Chanduka 
with two hundred horse. Having succeeded in allaying 
the fears of the kilanters and heads of villages, he in- 
duced them to come in, and accompany him in his 
march. On his reaching Beheri Aliir, not far from 
Bheker, his son intended to have come out to meet him in 
istdkbdl, with an honorary cavalcade, but his father or- 
dered him not to leave the fort, to be watchfully on his 
guard, and at once to throw into piason every person 
within it, of whose dispositions he entertained the 
smallest doubt. 

When Fdzil arrived in the vicinity of Bheker, Lula, 
the chief of the Dharicha Zemindars, waited upon him 
with his brethren ; and the kilanters (or head-men) of 
different other townships, also, came in to tender their 
services ; so that, on reaching Lohri, he had forty-seven 
of the leading men of the district in his power. The 
Arghiius had resolved to carry matters with a high and 
merciless hand, and at once to break the spirit of the 
country. They were looking round for lands in which 
to settle, and jdgirs to hold, and Avished to have no men 
of influence to interfere with or impede their measures. 
Mir Fazil put to death, in the first instance, twenty- 
seven of these men. As soon as Shah Beg heard of 
Mir Fazil’s success, he pushed on for Bheker, and en- 
camped in the plain, at the village of Sakhar. The 
toAvn and fort of Bheker is situated on an island in the 
Indus, having the toAvn of Lohri or Bohri on the left 
bank, and that of Sakhar on the right, immediately 
facing it. Sultan Mahmiid Khan, after waiting upon 
his father at Lohri, rowed across the river, and was 
presented to Shah Beg, who received him with distin- 
guished favour. The Sultan having made his report of 
the state of the country and exposed his grievances, the 
Beg turned to Kdzi Kaz, who was present, and looked 
at him, as if to ask his opinion. The Kdzi remarked, 
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that, certainly the country was under water, and that, 
in consequence, a number of weeds had sprung up, 
which much required the assiduous use of the weeding 
hook. Shah Beg instantly gave orders that the rest of 
rtie Dharicha prisoners should be put to death. Sultan 
Mahmiid, whose cruel and tyrannical disposition was 
derived from a taint of insanity, or increased by it, 
received the commands with pleasure ; and, returning 
into the fort, had them all murdered that same night, 
and their bleeding bodies cast over a tower, which was 
ever after called “ the Bloody Tower.” * 

Soon after this barbarous execution, Sultan Mahmiid, 
accompanied by his father, brought the Syeds, to whom 
he had been so much indebted, and introduced them to 
Shah Beg. lie represented their admirable conduct, 
and the obligations under which they had laid him. 
Shah Beg made many flattering inquiries into the par- 
ticulars of the late occurrences, and complimented them 
in the highest terms on their fidelity and the courage 
they had displayed. After they had taken leave, he 
renewed his questions in private to Sultan Mahmiid, 
inquiring particularly regarding the Syeds, and re- 
ceived the same answer as before; but the Sultan, in 
concluding, remarked, that though these men were in- 
deed well-disposed, and had been useful, yet that the 
residence within the fort of so many persons of the 
same class and family was any thing but expedient. 
Shah Beg smiling observed, “ In sooth you give them 
right excellent commendation.” Since they had now 
ceased to be necessary, he soon sent a civil message to 
let them know, that, as the Beg’s men were about to 
enter the fort with their families, and were in want of 
room, it would be well if the Syeds confined themselves 
to two or three large houses. They understood what 
was meant, and, discovering that it was no longer ad- 
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visable for them to remain within Bheker, asked leave 
to quit it. That permission was readily granted, and 
they settled in the neighbouring town of Lohri.* 

Shah Beg was greatly struck with the situation of 
Bheker, which, from being placed in an island, besides 
its advantages as a nearly impregnable fortress, com- 
manded the country on both sides of the river, and the 
navigation of the stream. He regarded it as admirably 
fitted to be the political and commercial capital of 
Upper Sind ; and he bent all his attention to improve 
it to the utmost. He divided the houses and wards of 
the town among his Amirs and troops ; and, having fixed 
on a plan of a castle, he divided the different portions 
of the fortifications among his Amirs, that they might 
superintend their completion. To furnish materials for 
the extensive works thus in progress, the fort and town 
of Aliir, formerly the capital of the country, hut which 
had fallen into decay, were demolished, and the bricks 
transported to Bheker. The houses which had been 
built by many Tiirks and Sammas, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Bheker itself, shai’ed the same fate. 
It is said that, when Shah Beg first laid doum his plan 
for the defences, after making the proper survey, he 
remarked to his son, that, before beginning to work 
upon them, they must try to manage two rising grounds 
to the south, by which they were commancled. But 
after an hour’s reflection, he observed that, Avhat was of 
most importance was to complete the fort and houses 
without delay, since the place had very powerful means 
of defence ; that the two eminences might be overlooked 
in the meanwhile, — since no prince with a shattered 
force, or whose affairs were in disorder, would be able 
to reduce it ; and no great prince was likely to attack 
so small and remote a fortress with a strong array. 
The houses in the fort were soon finished, and a citadel 


Tai. Siml. fiF. 108—113. 
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was erected, containing apartments for his liousehold, 
for Shah Hasan, and a feAv Amirs of the first rank. 
Certain of his favourite officers had also lodgings as- 
signed them there.* 

Shah Beg resided about a year at Bheker, to see his 
plans for the improvement of the town and fortifica- 
tions carried into execution, and for the purpose of set- 
tling the sui'TOunding districts. He found that large 
bodies of Baliiches, a bold and hardy race of men, 
having crossed the Indus, had occupied large portions 
of the country on the left bank of the river, and ha- 
rassed the old inhabitants by their predatory incursions, 
which he found it impossible to check. Determined to 
find a remedy, he adopted a measure, in the execution 
of which he was restrained neither by honour nor hu- 
manity. He made a certain number of his most faith- 
ful and resolute retainers take up their quarters in 
every village ; ivho, remaining there till all suspicion 
was lulled to sleep, were ordered, on the same hour and 
day, to rise upon the Baliiches, and put them to the 
sword. The plot was carried into execution with re- 
lentless cruelty and detestable treachery, and the inha- 
bitants of forty-tivo Baliich villages were butchered in 
cold blood.f 

Early in the winter of A. h. 930, Shah Beg moved 
from Bheker with a large army, to proceed to the inva- 
sion of Gujrdt ; and, as he moved down the Indus, cleared 
the country on both sides of the river, of such as he 
believed to be ill-affected to him. When he reached 
Chanduka, his old general and connection, Mir Fdzil 
Gokultash, was taken ill, and forced to return to Bheker, 
ivliere he died. His death deeply affected Shah Beg, 
who spoke of it as a presage of his own. Leaving the 
camp, he returned to Bheker, where he staid a fortnight, 

* Tar. Sind, f. 114. The author l600). 
remarks, that the castle still sub- t Ibid. ff. 114, 115. 
sisted in his time, a. u. 1009 (a. p. 
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to be present with the family of Fazil during the cere- 
monies of mourning, held so sacred by Musulinans. On 
rejoining his arin)^, he proceeded to Sehwdn, his troops 
ranging on both sides of the river as before. After 
provisioning that fortress, and putting it in the com- 
pletcst state of order, as a military station, he again 
renewed his march, and took the direction of Tatta. 
Having halted at the township of Akhim, he despatched 
officers to call Jdm Firdz, and waited some time for his 
coming. The news which here reached him, of the ad- 
vance of Baber by Bhira and Khushdb, to the conquest 
of India, deeply affected his mind, already sore tried by 
his misfortunes, and by bodily suffering. He expressed, 
to some of his nobles, his apprehensions, that the Em- 
peror would never suffer him to enjoy Sind, but would 
Avrest it, too, from him and his family ; that he must, 
therefore, appeal to another tribunal. This inward 
anxiety preying on a weakened constitution, he gra- 
dually sank aAvay, till the 22 Shaban a. h. 930, when 
he breathed his last. His nobles and chiefs, after having 
tendered their allegiance to his son, and conducted 
everything, as we are told, according to the Chengizi 
usages, conveyed his body to Bheker. Three years 
afterwards, it Avas carried to Mekka, where a monument 
Avas erected over his grave.* 

Shah Beg Avas an able and active prince, but cruel 
and unrelenting, a successful general, and a brave war- 
rior. He AA'as distinguished for his personal prowess. 
In battle, it Avas his custom to push forward before all 
his troops ; and Avhen remonstrated AA-ith, and told, that 
such impetuosity Avas not becoming in a general, the 

* Tar. Sindj ff. IIS, Il6. The Sind makes his death 22 Shaban, 
Tabakate Akberi the Kholaset-ul- a. h. 928. In this instance, I have 
Towarikh, f. 344., and Ferishta, ventured to keep all the dates of 
make the conquest of Sind and the that work, except that of the year, 
flight of Jam Firdz in a, h. 927, The Ayin Akbe'ri, ii. p. 121., places 
and Shah Beg’s death three years the conquest of Sind in a. b. 929 . 
after, in a.b. 930. The Tarikhe- 
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remonstrance produced no effect ; he merely answered, 
that on such occasions he lost all self-command, and 
only considered how no one should stand before him. 
In his younger days, he had devoted a portion of his 
time to the study of the laws and speculative sciences 
of the Muhammedans. While at Herdt, a city which 
then abounded with eminent men, he had weekly meet- 
ings at his house of the most learned of the theologians 
and laAvyers. He himself wrote various works, which 
are said to have enjoyed considerable currency, such as 
notes pn grammar and logic, some tracts on the laws of 
inheritance and on the fundamental articles of religion, 
as well as a few poems. But his pursuits had not 
elevated his mind to a humane and refined moralit)^ 
and the barbarous institutes of his ancestor Chengiz 
Khan seem to have guided his practice. His approved 
piety gained him the respect and support of the divines 
and religious men, whose influence was at that time so 
powerful ; and it was not supposed to be tarnished 
by his crimes. Eeligion threw her mantle over pas- 
sions which were directed against unbelievers, and only 
violated the laws of morals and humanity. His trea- 
chery and barbarous massacres were but iU fitted to 
civilise the countries which he conquered.* 
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WuEN the news of the death of Shah Beg reached 
Tatta, it was received with every demonstration of joy. 
The inhabitants, who felt severely the burden and 
misery of the yoke under which they groaned, and who 
were keenly alive to their present sufferings, wore will- 
ing, as the unhappy often are, to expect advantage from 
any change. The weak and restless Jdm saw with tri- 
umph, ill the death of his lordly ally, a prospect of 
liberty, which he wanted the spirit and talents to im- 
prove. With imprudent precipitation, he ordered the 
kettle-drum to be beat, to announce the joyful event, 
and resolved to assert his independence. This intelli- 
gence reached Shah Hasan* at Ndsirpiir, where he was 

* The name of this prince is Baber he is called Hasan, by later 
sometimes written Hasan, some- historians generally Husein. 
times Htiscin. In the Memoirs of 
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performing the ceremonies of mourning for his father, 
and where he mounted the masnad as his successor. 
His nobles, the Kazi's, and the holy men who were at 
his court, invited him on that occasion to read the 
Khutba, or prayer for the prince, in his o^vn name ; but 
that he declared he would not do, while any of the great 
Taimur’s race remained ; and he directed it to be read 
in the name of Baber. The intended expedition against 
Gujrdt he at once gave up, and bent his whole force to 
punish the Jam for what he called his treachery. As 
soon as the fast of Kamzan was over he marched to- 
wards Tatta. 

The Jdm, who was as unable to oppose as he had 
been ready to insult him, alarmed at the news of his 
approach, sent envoys with presents to meet him on 
the road, to condole with him on the death of his father, 
and to attempt to soothe and conciliate him, by the 
humblest professions of allegiance and fidelity. But 
the envoys, among whom was Kdzi Kdz, betrayed the 
master whom they did not respect, and in whose firm- 
ness they had no confidence. AVhen privately interro- 
gated, they acknowledged, that, though they had in 
public delivered the words of their employer, his real 
intentions were very different, and that he was busy 
collecting arms and warlike stores of every description, 
to enable him to expel the Arghiins. Shah Hasan dis- 
missed the envoys, but soon followed them by long 
marches without intermission. On hearing of his ap- 
proach, Jam Firdz, who, even if he had possessed courage 
and military talent, had destroyed the efficiency of his 
own army by his long reliance on foreign succours, 
without attempting to face the enemy, retii’ed beyond 
the river and abandoned his capital. When Shah Ha- 
san reached the branch of the Indus that ran to the 
south of the city, he found that Munik Vazir, and some 
others of the Jam’s officers, had collected boats, Avhich 
they had tilled with mu^quctccr.s and aivhcrs, to check 
his approach. These, for some time, by their activity. 
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prevented the passage of his troops. But this obstacle 
was soon removed. These brave men were attacked 
and slain, and his army crossed over, and occupied 
Tatta. The Jdm fled to Kach, where, by a profuse ex- 
penditure of money, and by the hopes of booty, which 
the invasion of the rich provinces of Sind held out to a 
race of bold freebooters, he speedily collected a large 
army*, from that country, and from the adjoining tribes 
of Gujrtit. 

It was not long before, with this force, he entered 
Chaclikan and Rahima, on the eastern frontier of Sind, 
spreading terror around. Shah Hasan took his mea- 
sures with calm composure, to meet this danger. Leav- 
ing an adequate force to guard the capital, he crossed 
the river, and, with the main body of his troops, hastened 
to meet the invaders. They saw his sudden arrival with 
surpi'ise ; but the majority of their troops, being of the 
Ri'qpiit race, kept their ground and remained firm and 
unshaken. As he approached, they were seen to take 
off their turbans ; and, tying themselves to each other 
by their clothes and girdles, with their head and feet 
bare, waited prepared for the fight. Such is the prac- 
tice of these tribes in those desperate cases in which 
they determine to conquer or die. Shah Beg pointed 
out to his troops this act of desperation, as an un- 
doubted symptom of the terror inspired by his arms, 
and hailed it as an omen of victory. He ordered his 
archers to get their bows and quivers in readiness ; and 
dismounting, bathed and purified himself according to 
the rites of his religion ; after which, holding up his 
hands, he poured forth his orisons, praying aloud to 
God for victory over his infidel foes. The archers 
began the battle by discharging showers of deadly 
arrows ; and when these had had time to take effect, 
he himself charged sword in hand at the head of his 
bravest troops. The battle lasted with desperate fury 

*■ It is called of fifty thousand men, probably by a great exaggeration. 
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conquest and pacification of the neighbouring* country 
He was master of a great proportion of his territory 
only in name. The mountainous tracts and desert 
wastes around, harboured a hardy and independent 
race of men, who ill brooked any superior, and who 
were themselves accustomed to plunder and render tri- 
butary the more industrious population on evei’y side. 
Til the hills, they consisted chiefly of tribes who lived 
by their flocks, and shared the strong love of freedom 
and of tribe that belongs to such a life. Some, both 
there and in the lowlands, were of a foreign race, chiefly 
Ijaliichos, introduced by conquest among the more peace- 
ful cultivators, — a state of society in which, being the 
rulers, and relieved from the cares and personal labour 
required to gain a subsistence, they form a dominant 
class, who have much leisure, and are strongly attracted 
by the excitements and prizes of war. In such a situ- 
ation, predatory inroads on their neighbours become 
the favourite occupation. These freebooters and war- 
riors, both Shah Ilasan and his father had laboured, 
though with imperfect success, to reduce to regular 
obedience. He now resolved, if possible, to put an end 
to their forays and robberies. 

It happened that at this time complaints reached 
him from the inhabitants of the districts of Matila* 
and Mehr, east of the Indus, that they were inces- 
santly molested by the inroads of their neighbours, the 
people of Ubara, Bhati and Alien, who were of the 
Dehr and Maclii race. This induced him to send Baba 
Ahmed, the eldest son of the late Mir Fiizil, to check 
their incursions. Baba Ahmed advanced with a strong 
force, and, after having ravaged and plundered the ter- 
ritory of the offenders, marched back to the fort of 
Matila. The Dehr men, enraged at this chastisement, 
represented to the Sewrai Baliiches, that, if an outrage 

* Alatilaliesnorth-eastof Blieker, Mirpiir. 
about thirty miles. It is said to be 
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such as this was to pass unnoticed, it would soon grow 
into a custom ; and that the insult ought to be revenged 
in the very outset. The Baluches acquiesced in this rea- 
soning, so consonant to their habits, and, pouring down 
in great numbers, wasted the district of Mehr. In 
their retreat, however, they were overtaken by Baba 
Ahmed, near Ubara, defeated, and some of the Dehr 
men taken prisoners. Shah Hasan had sent another 
division at the same time against the Bahiches, wliich 
advanced as far as Kendi, plundering as it went; and, 
in returning, slew or made prisoners a number of the 
Machi men, dependent on Ubara, forced them to pay a 
heavy contribution, and to give a lady of the tribe in 
marriage to Baba Ahmed ; a concession which only the 
greatest distress could have wrung from them. Ubara 
itself was reduced by Baba Ahmed, who, leaving a gar- 
rison in the town, returned to Bheker. 

While the country was in this unsettled state, Shah 
Hasan’s camels, which were feeding near Miitila, at- 
tended by some men of Dehr and Mehr, under the 
charge of his servants, were driven away by the Sewrai 
Baliiches, and the Jilts of the territory of Dirdwer* 
and Fatehpilr, who had learned where they were. 
Baba Ahmed, immediately upon hearing of the foray, 
pushed after them, from Bheker, laid waste the Dird- 
wer and Fatehpur territory, slaying many of the inha- 
bitants, and succeeded in recovering the camels. He 
had returned back as far as Bhati and Aken, when he 
Avas intercepted by the Sewrdi Baluches and Dehr men, 
who had united to cut off his retreat. A sharp action 
ensued, in the course of Avhich, Baba Ahmed, having 
received some severe wounds, was forced to quit the 
field ; and, just as he reached the territory of Mdtila, 
fell exhausted from his horse, and expired. 

His brother Abdal Fitdh, burning with impatience 
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to revenge hU deatli, got permission from Shah ITasan 
to succeed him in his command; but, to check the 
excess of ardour, which was likely to lead him into 
danger, Mir KAsira, whose daughter the youth had 
married, was sent to accompany him on the expedition. 
The body of Baba Ahmed was sent to Bheker. Abdal 
Fitdh remained for some time in the country, watching 
a tit opportunity for striking a blow. At last, he pro- 
ceeded against the Rahmu Dehr tribe, slew a great 
number of Baluchcs and Dehrs, and advanced as far as 
Mou, committing great devastation, and dispersing the 
Baluches who lay along his route. They were at last 
glad to supplicate for peace, which was granted, on condi- 
tion that Bhati and Ahen should become the limits of 
Sind. He took up his residence there for some time. 
But the predatory habits of the Baliiches were too 
deeply rooted to be easily removed. One night, he was 
informed that they were driving off the cattle of Ubdra. 
Abdal Fitah, hastily buckling on his armour, rode in 
pursuit of them. The night was excessively hot and 
sultry, and he was suddenly and so severely affected, 
that he expired before he could .be brought home. 
Sultan Mahmxid Khan, the brother of these two youths, 
afterwards mounted the throne of Bheker. These few 
details will give an idea of the ordinary warfare of 
Upper Sind.^ 

But the ambition of Mi'rza Shah Ilasan now aimed at 
higher objects than the reduction of a few villages in 
the desert. The state of parties in Multan, at this time, 
flattered him with hopes that he might be able to seize 
the reins of government in that country. Baber, who 
was at this time busily occupied in gaining an ascend- 
ency in the PenjAb, and whose views extended to the 
throne of Delhi itself, is said to have encouraged him 
to proceed with his enterprise. Shah Ilasan acknow- 


* Tar, Sind, ff, 131 — 133. 
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lodged him iis his superior loi*d, and the diversion 
might in many respects be favourable to the Emperor. 
J)ut before setting out on an expedition that might 
detain him long from his other dominions, he jJaid a 
visit to Siwi, which he reached ivith a thousand horse 
in one week, that he might examine how such of his 
Arghiin, Nukderi and Ilazdra adherents, as had been 
left behind there with their families, were situated. 
He carefully examined and improved the fortifications, 
which he loft under the charge of trusty officers, lie 
returued by Cliitrui Lohi*, plundering the Hind and 
ilaksi Bahiches, made numbers of tliem prisoners, and 
reduced the rest to obedience. The kilanters and head 
men of the country waited ot) him in token of submis- 
sion, and, on condition of the prisoners being set at 
liberty, suflered themselves to be carried to flicker. 

For accomplishing the ambitious plan which he had 
formed, it was of the utmost importance to Shah Beg, 
to have the active concurrence of Buber and his minis- 
ters. While he resided at that prince’s court, he had 
formed an intimate connection with Nizam-cd-din Mir 
All Khalifa, the prime mliii.ster ; and an engagement 
had even been made for his marriage with a daughter 
of that nobleman. He now sent ambassadoj’s to Ihiber, 
to assure him of his attachment, and at the same time 
he claimed from Khalifa the fulfilment of his jiromiso. 
Accordingly, Giilbcrg Begum, Khalifa’s daughtei-, was 
conveyed with every mark of honour to hind, where 
she mai'ried Shah Hasan. To bind still closer the 
alliance of the families, Kahid Begum, the daughter of 
Mdh Begum *, who, as we have seen, was left behind in 
Kandahtir, when her mother effected her escape, was 
now, with the Emperor’s approbation, married to 
Mohib Ali Khan, the son of Khalifa. These alliances 
greatly strengthened Hhah Hasan's interest at the Em- 

* Mah-Cliuchak Begum, after ried Shah IIa»an. 
her first husbaml’s death, had mar- 
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peror’s court, and seemed to secure him in the posses- 
sion of his recent conquests. * 

The province of Multdn, which, though lying among 
deserts, contains some of the most fertile and popu- 
lous parts of the Penj^b, was then possessed by the 
dynasty of Langas. The first Muhammedan conquest 
of Multdn, if we except a transient one under the early 
Khalifs, was made by Sultan Mahmiid of Ghazni and 
his successors ; on the decline of whose empire it again 
fell under the native Hindus. It was afterwards con- 
quered by the emperors of Delhi, under which Idqgdom 
it remained till the fall of the Toghlak dynasty, when 
the whole empire fell to pieces, and new monarchies 
started up in every direction. The miseries endured 
in Multan, while this anarchy lasted, both from internal 
faction and foreign invasion, after being felt for some 
years, at length induced the inhabitants to assemble, 
in order to concert some means for removing them ; 
when they agreed to confer the supreme power on Sheikh 
Yusef, the head of a great monastery near the capital, 
— a man to whom they were partial, both from the 
reverence in which his family liad long been held, and 
from the sanctity of his own character. He acceded to 
their wishes, assumed the attributes of an independent 
prince, increased the military force of the country, made 
many wise regulations, and conciliated both his own 
countiymcn and the neighbouring states. 

Among these neighbours was ftai Sipehra, the chief of 
a tribe of Langas, who inhabited Rapri and the ad- 
joining districts. By a long .series of flattery and 
artifice, he contrived to lull any suspicions that Sheikh 
Yusef may have entertained of his designs ; and, having 
succeeded in introducing a band of his tribesmen into 
the oitj'-, seized Sheikh Yusef in his harara, sent him to 


* See the Tabakdte Akben, f. and the KhoIdsat-ul-Towarikb, f. 
516.; Ferishta,vol. IV. pp. 396.485., 353.; Taiikhe-Smd, ffi 134, 135. 
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Delhi, and himself occupied the vacant masnad, under 
the title of Sultan Iviitb-ed-din. 

In spite of the treachery by which Sultan Kiitb-ed-din 
gained the throne, he reigned for sixteen years,- died 
much lamented by his subjects, and transmitted the 
sceptre to his son, Husein Langa; and his grandson, 
Mahraiid, filled the throne, when Shah Hasan meditated 
an attack on the country.* 

Multdn, during the eighty years it was held by the 
Langa dynasty, seems to have been a prey to the 
surrounding tribes of Gakers, Afghans, Baliichcs and 
Sehna Jdms. Its territory reached from the Indus, 
near the Derra DIn-panah, to the Ravi, and thence 
downward to Upper Sind. It contained much desert ; 
but the lands on the banks of the Chendb and the Ghara 
were richly cultivated, as well as some on the Indus ; 
and Multdn being the route which the cai-avans be- 
tween India and Kandahdr were accustomed to take, 
the union of commerce and agriculture had made Multan 
and Uch floui-ishing cities. Some bodies of Bahiches, 
Sehna Jams, and other tribes, had been received within 
the Multan territory at different times, some of them 
settling higher up than the capital, while others occupied 
the country lower down, about Uch, and between the 
Ghara and Indus. 

The invasion of Multan by Shah Hasan was much 
facilitated by a deadly quarrel that had arisen between 
the reigning prince, Mahmiid Langa, and two of his 
ministers of the Sehna tribe, who were patronised by 
Sultan Sikander Lodi, of Delhi ; which had proceeded 
to such a length, that the hostile parties met in the field, 
and, Mahmiid being defeated, a division of Multan had 
taken place, — the minister Jam Bayezid receiving the 
cession of the district of Sirwar, up the Chendb, while 

* Tar. Sind, fF. 1 35 — 138. j Fe- Akberi. 
rishta, vol. iv. p. 381. ; Tabakate 

c c 2 


cir.tp. VI. 
silct. n. 


A. fr. S64, 
A. n. 14G0. 


£\t> nt of 
MuIUn. 


Factions. 



388 


IIISTOBY OF INDIA. 


BOUK II. 


Sh.ih 

IldSiin 

marches 

from 

Sbfker, 

A II. 931, 
A. 1). ir>25« 


Takes 
Slw) ii 


am] SIou. 


Mahmiid retained the city of Multdn and the country 
below it. 

When everything was prepared for the invasion, Shah 
Hasan marched from Bheker up the loft bank of the 
Indus, which in that age was chiefly overrun by the 
Baliich tribes, and, as he approached the fort of Sewrai, 
plundered and laid waste the country, slaying all whom 
he met. The Daluches, terrified by the numbers of his 
army, fled to Uch, leaving a garrison in Sewrai, which 
was the strongest fort in that country. Sultan Mahmiid 
Bhckeri, who had been sent in advance with a ^mall 
party, as he approached it, came upon a considerable 
body of the enemy, and, though accompanied by only 
eighty men, attacked them without hesitation, and put 
them to flight, killing two hundred of their number, 
thirty of ivliom, he boasted, had fallen under his owr 
sabre. The cnein)'-, confounded by this sudden attack, 
deserted the place without farther resistance. Shah 
Hasan, on hearing the result, loudly applauded the 
bravery of !Mahinud, in presence of all his court ; but 
afterwards, sending for him in private, gave him, we are 
told, three friendly slaps on the cheek, at the same time 
reprimanding him severely for his rashness, in having 
exposed himself and his little party to needless danger.'^ 

Having ordered the fort of Sewrai to be razed to the 
ground, he moved on to Mon, a place of considerable 
consequence. Here he was met by two reverend Sheikhs, 
who came out of the town to deprecate his resentment, 
and to express the willingness of the people in the fort 
to surrender. He sent in a party of his men, to take 
possession of the stores which it contained, and to make 
all the Langas and Baliiches prisoners. Such of the 
inhabitants as took refuge at the shrine of Sheikh 
Hamad, he respected; the rest were seized as slaves. 
He halted there three days to visit the holy places ; and 

■* These incidents aie mentioneil (f. 13S ) to whom Sultan Mahmiid 
by the author of the T.'inkhe-Smd, himstif lelated them. 
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oxlractcd from the Sheikhs, who had charge of them, a 
promise, to suffer his people fiMicly to pass and repass, 
but to exclude his enemies. Sheikh Ruh-ulla, the most 
venerable of them, then sued for the pardon of the 
Rahmii-Dehris ; but Shah Hasan referred them to Sultan 
hlahmiid, in the death of whose two brothers they had 
had a principal share. The holy man’s intercession In 
the end prevailed ; and the chief of the tribe, having 
liresented himself before that prince as a suppliant, with 
a sword hanging from his neck, to signify tliat in hin 
hands lay his lifb or death, was forgiven. As a seal to 
this ])ardon, the chief then asked that his niece might 
have the honour of being received into Sultan hlalnmul’s 
haram, which was granted ; and the sister of Jam Jiiin 
Dehr was accordingly given to him, as a propitiation and 
atonement for the claim of blood.* 

Leaving Mou, Shah Hasan now sent forward a party of 
five hundred horse in advance, and, following, encamped 
on the frontiers of the ileu of Lar. Nanda Dehr, a man 
of groat weight at Multdn, having waited on him and 
suhinittcd, he proceeded on to Uch. The Langas and 
Baluchcs had now had time to collect their forces, and 
Uch was a town of such consequence that they resolved 
to hazard a battle in its defence. They Avere very 
much more numerous than the invaders, who, on their 
approach, Avere assailed by showers of arroAvs. Hut 
Shah Hasan’s veterans, moving forward raindly and 
undauntedly to the attack, broke and routed their 
opponents with great havock, and took a number of 
prisoners, some of them men of note, but all of AAdiom 
they put to death, without discrimination. From the 
field of battle, the victors pushed on to the gates of the 
city, Avhich they assaulted, amidst shoAvers of darts and 
arroAvs discharged from the ramparts. The enemy 
defended themselves vigorously, tiU the heads of their 
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chief leaders, who had fallen in the battle or in the 
subsequent slaughter, were exhibited, raised aloft on 
spears, when they were seized with terror and fled. 
The Arghuns, entering, put to death every man whom 
they met that belonged to any of the tribes ; while the 
wretched townspeople were exposed to all the horrors 
of a city taken by assault. At length, the most dis- 
tinguished of the i-eligions men of the city, — men who, 
from their habits, were disposed, and from their influence 
had the power, in many instances, to mitigate the 
horrors of war in these rude and barbarous countries, — 
Avaited upon Shah Hasan. Moved by their entreaties, 
he ordered the rapine and pillage to cease, and dis- 
patched officers in different directions, Avith instructions, 
that the head of every man Avho disobeyed the command 
should be struck off, and brought to him on the point 
of a spear. He dismantled the fortifications, and 
destroyed many of the principal buildings, the timber 
of which he caused to be conveyed to Bheker.* 

Sultan Mahinfid Langa, alarmed at the progress of 
the enemy, and the occupation of the second city of his 
dominions, strained every nerve to raise a poAverful 
army to overwhelm the invaders. Within a month, his 
army, Ave are told Avith the usual exaggeration, amounted 
to eighty thousand men, composed of Baluches, Jats, 
Binds, Dudais, and other tribes. He marched out of 
Multan, proposing to meet Shah Hasan, Avho, on hearing 
of his preparations, had encamped on the banks of the 
Ghara. The Sultan, after halting a month close by 
Multan, to provide the necessary stores, ammunition, 
and arms, at length put his army in motion. But, at 
the very first station, he died suddenly ; as was univer- 
sally supposed of poison, — administered, according to 
some, by Sheikh Shujaa Bokhari, his minister and son- 
in-hiAV, Avho dreaded his resentment for some acts of niis- 


* Tjr. Sind, ff. 138—140. 
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conduct; according to others, by Langer (or Leshker) chap.vi. 
Khan, a man of note, who had been a slave of the 
family ; each faction probably throwing the crime on 
their rival.* 

When his death was announced, the Langas and rcacc. 
Baldches assembled and raised to the thi’one his son, Sul- 
tan Husein Langa, then a minor ; and, seeing no hopes 
but ill peace, sent Sheikh Beha-ed-din, a man univer- 
sally reverenced, to attempt to put an end to hostilities. 

He found Shah Hasan well disposed to listen to his sindcx- 
overtures, and a treaty was soon concluded, by which Jbe'^Ghira. 
the Ghdra was declared to be the boundary between 
the two states. 

To secure this large accession to his territory, Shah sh.ih 
Hasan ordered the fort of Uch to be rebuilt, and, leaving 
a strong gai’rison in the town, marched back towards 
Sind. He was naturally anxious to reduce to obedience 
and to order the country on the east of the Indus, 
which had already cost him so much trouble ; and for 
that purpose no place was of greater consequence than 
DiraAvelf, a town and fort that lay at some distance 
within the desert. He was informed by Ekbal Khan, 
who had deserted to him from Sultan Mahmtid Langa, 
that it contained an immense quantity of treasure, 
which had been hid there by successive Sultans. A 
message was despatched to Ghazi Khan, Avho held the 
place, inviting him to repair to the Arghun camp ; but 
he declined obeying the call. Shah Hasan, eager to 
secure the treasure, and to reduce a chief, whom, 
since the treaty, he regarded as his subject, marched 

* Taiikhe-Sind, flf. 140 — 142.; of the country, he consented, on the 
Tabakate Akbere,h 5l6. Ferishta, Langa’s acknowledging fealty and 
in his history of Sind (vol.iv. p. 435.) paying tribute. Does this refer to 
says, that Baber directedjhis generals Shah Hasan’s expedition recorded 
in A. H. 931 (a. j>. 1524) to reduce (Ibid. p. 396, 397.) in the history 
Multan ; but that, on Mahmud of Multdn, and to his subsequent 
Langa’s sending some officers to him, retreat ? 
to entreat him to forego the conquest f Or, Dirawer. 
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towards the toAvn. The tribe Avho possessed the coun - 
try around were eminent for their valour. Sauibal 
Khan Avas sent in advance, A\itli a chosen body, to fix 
upon a proper place for a camp, and for raising bat- 
teries. He found the fort lofty and strong. To supply 
the Avant of water, Avhich Avas likely to be one of the 
greatest difficulties the army Avould have to encounter, 
he set people to work, Avho dug three hundred Avells in 
three days, so that the camp was abundantly supplied. 
The Mfrza himself arrived four days afterivards, and 
reconnoitred the fort. The necessary batteries and 
Avorks being constructed, he commenced a discharge 
from his artillery, as AA'ell as his bowmen. After a siege 
of some length, the defenders found themselves hard 
pressed, AAUthout prospect of escape or relief. Sambal 
Khan, having run mines in various directions, sprung 
tw'^o of them, which threw down the bastion and part 
of the ramisart before the gate. The garrison, Avho saw 
the near approach of destruction, defended themselves 
Avith desperation, throAving rockets, and heaving doAvn 
burning combustibles among the assailants. In the 
end, however, a resolute body of Arghims, rushing on 
Avith their shields over their heads, gained the top of 
the breach, and were soon followed by the rest of the 
army, Avho made prisoners of all Avho Avere not slain. 
The Mirza, thus in possession of the stronghold, lost no 
time in employing every means to discover the Avealtli 
of Avhich he had heard, and especially the hidden trea- 
sure; and great quantities wei’e, in reality, found. 
One half of it, he retained for his own share ; the other, 
he divided among the troops. He then marched down 
by the Uch territory for Bheker, Avhich he reached in 
fifteen days; and there devoted some time to festive 
enjoyments in celebration of his victory.* 

But Shah Hasan did not long remain inactive. The 


’ Tai. Siud, fl'. M2— 111. 
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state of Multan speedily recalled him into that country, chap. vr. 
Sultan Husein Langa, who had succeeded his father, 

Sultan ]\Ialinnid, being still a minor, the entire direction the suuan 
of the government remained with Sheikh Shujda Bok- 
hari, and the ladies of the haram, who were strongly 
suspected of being concerned in the death of the late 
prince. In such a situation, the virulence of faction Anarchy, 
acquired even more than its usual force. The minister 
found himself quite unequal to the task of preserving 
or of restoring order. The leading chiefs and nobles re- 
tired, each to his own tribe or jagir, and strengthened 
himself there, while oppression and injustice stalked 
abroad unchecked. A general anarchy prevailed, and 
the suffering inhabitants, worn out by the immediate 
distress, were ready for any change. 

Langer Ivhan*, one of the most powerful of the late shah 
Sultan’s Amfrs, was at the head of one of the parties. 

Seeing no prospect of gaining an ascendency over his Muiuin. 
rivals by his own unaided means, ho repaired to Shah 
Hasan Mirza, and to him explained the disorder and 
misery of the countiy, and the factions into which it 
was divided, inviting him once more to invade it at the 
head of his army. Shah Hasan required few argu- 
ments to induce him to follow this advice. AVithout a.ii. 931, 
loss of time, he sent on Miskin Terkhdn in advance, and *’■ 
himself followed. Alarmed at the ncAvs of his aj>proach, 
the Langas deputed Sheikh Ismael Koreishi, one of the 
most venerable of their religious men, to deprecate his 
wrath. The Sheikh met him Avhen he had reached 
Mou, was received Avith every mark of respect and re- 
verence by Shah Hasan, who presented him Avith a large 
sum of money as an offering to an honoured guest. 

After some conferences, in which the Sheikh attempted 
to divert the Mirza from his purpose, the holy man, 
finding that he made no impression, asked permission 
to retire to Tatta to his friends ; a request to which 


By bomc wiitcib lie ^ csillcd Lcbhkcr Khau. 
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Shah Hasan agreed, and at the same time bestowed on 
him a village in Uch. 

From Mon, Shah Hasan pushed onwards to Multan ; 
and the Langas, though they had collected in some 
force, seeing no hope of encountering him with success 
in the field, retired into the capital. Langer Khan, 
■who was now at the head of a considerable body of 
men, having plundered the Tilhati Kehlu men, brought 
all their grain, cattle, and property to the camp ; while 
Shah Hasan, without loss of time, sat do^vn before Mul- 
tan, and laid active siege to the place. A deputation 
from the city, headed by the prime minister’s brother, 
now Avaited on the Arghiin, to assure bim of the devo- 
tion and attachment of the Sultan; but Shah Hasan 
told the ambassadors, that the most satisfactory proof 
of such attachment would be for the Sultan immediately 
to meet him in his camp and make his submission ; a 
step which would allow him at once to settle the aifairs 
of the countr}', to restore Multan to the Sultan, and 
himself to return home. 

When the ambassadors carried back this report, the 
Langas, seeing no hope of an accommodation, made 
every preparation in their power for an efiectual defence. 
In the beginning of the siege, they made a series of 
desperate sallies on the Sindians, and molested them 
in all their operations. But Shah Hasan, in spite of 
all their efforts, proceeded steadily in his plans, con- 
structed his batteries and cannonaded the walls, at the 
same time that he kept the city in a state of blockade, 
and cut otf all its supplies of provisions. 

The siege Avas long, and much vigilance and valour 
were exhibited on both sides. At length, famine began 
to prevail in the city, though the Amirs, to make their 
grain last the longer, had issued a proclamation, that 
no flour should be baked into bread, but that it should 
be employed solely for broths and other messes.*^ Pro- 

* The head of an ox sold foi ten weight) for a bundled taiigas. — 
tangas, a man of grain (Multan Tar. Sind. 
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visions of every kind gradually failed, and the little cnAP.vi, 
that was left rose to the most exorbitant prices. The 
most disgusting and unlawful food was used ; the hides 
of cows and other animals were steeped and ravenously 
eaten ; if a cat or dog was found, says an eye-witness, 
it was considered like kid, or the greatest dainty. Shu- 
jaa-ul-Miilk had appointed one Jadeh, a Machi, to the 
command of a sort of country militia, and gave him 
charge of the city. He and his men entered any house 
at pleasure, under pretence of searching for provisions, 
and plundered whatever fell in their way. Such was 
the general misery that many of the inhabitants threw 
themselves over the walls into the ditch, in hopes of 
effecting their escape ; numbers perished ; and Shah 
Hasan, pitying their deplorable condition, issued orders 
that no Multani, while thus attempting to escape, should 
be put to death. 

When the siege had lasted a year and some months, The place 
and the garrison were worn out and reduced to skeletons, 
the Arglnins resolved to terminate it by a grand effort ; 
and, after having slain a number of the defenders, 
and cleared the defences by a continued discharge of End of 
arrows and shot, made a general assault, and at the summif/or 
same time having broken open the Lahdr gate with “tumn- 
axes and hammers, about the dawn of day entered the 
place. A scene of indiscriminate slaughter and piUage 
ensued. The inhabitants, from the age of seven to 
seventy, except such as took refuge in the convent of 
the Sheikhs, were seized and reduced to slavery. After 
the pillage had continued for ten or twelve days, Mohib 
Terkhan proceeded to the monastery, which also he 
plundered and set on fire, after he had drenched it in 
blood. The greater part of the Langas, and of the army 
of Multan, perished in this calamity; and money, jewels, 
and other valuable property to a large amount fell into 
the hands of the victors. Shah Hasan at length put 
an cud to the slaughter, directed that no creature 
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should suffer any farther injuiy, and commanded deep 
pits to be dug to bury the dead. The young Sultan 
Husein and his sister were brought to him, and de- 
livered to Miskin Terkhan, ivho married the lady and 
treated the youth as his own son ; he is said to have 
died soon after.* 


* Tarfkhe-Sind, f. 145 — 147.; 
Tabalate Afcberi, f. 5l6.; Ferishta, 
vol. iv. p. 399. ; Kholasat-ul-To- 
waiikh, f. 253. The Taiiklie-Sind, 
(liffenn!' from the others, places 
the sack of Multan in a. n. 933, 
Rehi ii, 15. But the testimony of 
Moulana Saacl-ulla Lahuri, an eye- 
witness, (Tahakate Akberi), seems 
tlccibive. Fifteen months is men- 
tioned as the length of the siege. 
Nizam-cd-din Ahmed Bakhshi, the 
author of the Tahakate Abkeri, 
cites part of the curious narrative 
of an eye-witnes=, some of which 
is also quoted by Ferishta, from a 
document in the narrator's hand- 
writing. (Ferishta, vol. it. p. 399.) 
The account of Mouhina Saad-ulla 
Lahuri, who was an eminent man 
of letters of that age, says Nizam- 
ed-din, is as follows j — “ I was at 
that time in the fort of Multan. 
The siege had lasted several months, 
and Mirza Shah Husein's army had 
so completely prevented all entrance 
into, or issue from the place, that 
it was impossible for any living 
thing from without to afford assist- 
ance to the besieged ; or for any of 
those within, to make their escape 
out, so as to reach a place of safety. 
Such gradually became the scarcity 
of food and victuals in the town, 
that, if perchance a dog or cat fell 
into the hands of any of the besieged, 
they ate its flesh as a dainty, or as 
if it had been kid. When the 
town had been besieged a year and 
some months, it was at last taken 
and given up to he plundered. All 


the inhabitants, from the age of 
seven to seventy, were seized as 
slaves. Such as were suspected of 
hating money were subjected to 
every kind of suffering and torture. 
This calamitous event took place 
in the latter end of a. h. 933.” 
He proceeds to relate some occur- 
rences regarding himself personally. 
“ AVhen the town was taken by the 
Arghun army," he says, ” a party 
entered our house, and one of them 
bound and carried away my father, 
Mouhina Ibiahim Jamad, who, for 
sixty-five years, sitting on the mas- 
nad of instruction, had delivered 
lessons in various branches of know- 
ledge ; and, towards the close of 
his life, had become blind. He was 
placed in confinement ; as, from 
the style and elegance of his house, 
they supposed that he must be 
possessed of wealth. They began 
to exercise severities upon him. 
Another of them laid hold of me, 
and took me to the Mirza's vazir, to 
whom he gave me in a present. It 
so chanced that the vazir was sitting 
on a wooden platform in the court 
of a serai, and desired a chain to be 
put on my leg. The other end of 
the chain they fastened to the foot 
of the iilatform. Not a tear stood 
in my eye, for myself; hut I 
lamented grievously the misfortune 
of my father. In about half an 
hour, the vazir called for his ink- 
horn, and, having mended a pen, 
was preparing to write ; but it 
occurred to him that, before writing, 
he should perform liis religious 
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Shah Hasan, after remaining two or three months in 
Multan, which is represented as having been so com- 
pletely sacked and ruined that it was not supposed it 
could ever again be restoi’ed, returned to Bheker, leaving 
Khwaja Shems-ed-dm, one of his Amirs*, with two 
hundred horse, an hundi’ed foot, and an hundred match- 
lock-men in charge of the city. Lenger Khan was 
joined with him in authority. The Arghiin seems to 
have regarded Multan as a secondaiy concern ; being 
probably well aware, now that Baber had succeeded in 
the coiiquest of Delhi, that he could have no hopes of 
being allowed permanently to retain an important pro- 
vince, so near Labor. Great cruelties were exercised 
on such as were supposed to be w'caltb)', to make them 
discover their riches. Among others, large sums were 


ablutions, and he went into the 
bath. Being now left alone, I went 
to the platform, and Avrote a couplet 
of a Kasideh, applicable to my cir- 
cumstances, on the paper which he 
had made ready for writing upon ; 
and then returned to my own place, 
while tears streamed from my eyes. 
In an hour (*aat) he returned, and 
resumed his seat, and was proceeding 
to write, when he observed the 
couplet written on his paper. lie 
looked around, but seeing nobody 
else, turned to me, and said, ‘ Uid 
) on write this ? ’ I answered, ‘ I 
did.’ He inquired, who I was. 
No sooner had I mentioned my 
father’s name, than he rose, removed 
the chain from my foot, threw over 
me his own cloak (pyrdhan), and 
the same instant mounted his horse, 
and went to the presence-chamber, 
where he presented me, and ex- 
plained my father’s situation. The 
Mirza gave orders to search for ray 
father, and bring him. 

“ It so happened that, when my 
fatlier was brought into the Alirza’s 
court, in a very unseemly plight, 


they were reading the Hedaya. 
The Mirza ordered one diess of 
honour to be given to luy father, 
and another to me. My father, in 
spite of the distraction of his spirits, 
expressed himself, when he began 
to sx>eak, with such order, perspi- 
cuity, and force, tliat all present 
were amazed and delighted ; and 
the Alirza, before the levee broke 
up, gave directions that my father 
should attend him in all his journies. 
He, at the same time, enjoined his 
.officers to recover such of the 
Mulla’s propel ty as liad been carried 
off, and to pay from the treasury 
what could not be recovered. My 
father observed, ' Alylife is drawing 
to a close. It is now time fur me 
to be preparing for my last journey, 
and not to think of attending the 
Alfrza.’ And my father was not 
wrong ; for, in the course of two 
months from that time, he became 
partaker of the mercy of God.” — 
Tabakate Akberi, f. 5l6 — 517. 

* The Kholasat-ul-Towi\rikh calls 
him his slave. 
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daily extorted from Sheikh Shujda-ul-imilk Bokhari, 
the late minister, till at last he sank under the tortures 
to which he was exposed. These severities were pro- 
bably exercised chiefly by Shems-ed-din ; for Lengar 
Khan appears to have pursued a different course, and, 
having collected workmen from all quarters, gave them 
high wages, and restored a great part of the buildings 
of the desolate city; a conduct by which he earned 
much and just popularity. An oppressive foreign go- 
vernment, unsupported by a powerful military force, 
could not be expected long to maintain its authority. 
Langer Khan, disgusted with the management of affairs, 
left Multan, and repaired to Baber’s court; upon which 
Shems-ed-din was expelled by a popular insurrection 
headed by one Shemshir Khan, after the Arghiins had 
held it about fifteen months. Shah Hasan is said to 
have, in consequence, resigned the province to the Em- 
peror; Avho seems to have bestowed it upon his son, 
Askeri, and to have sent him, accompanied by Langer 
Khan, to take possession of his government ; and under 
the management of Langer Khan it remained, during 
the rest of Baber’s reign.* 

On Btiber’s death, Huraayun found himself compelled 
to give up Multan, along with the whole of the Penjab, 
to his brother Mirza Kdmran. That prince sent his 
own servants to take charge of Multan, and recalled 
Langer Khan to Lahdr, where he was well received ; and 
the Mirza assigned him a residence near the city, which 
afterwards became a part of it, and was called the 
Dairch of Longer Khan, from his palace. He seems also 
to have been nominated to the government of Kabul, in 

■* The date at ivliich Baber named consult with him on the affairs of 
Askeri to Multan is not precisely Multan. Baber's Mem. p. 37-1. 
fixed; but it was probably about Askeri i joined him, 3 Moharrem, 
the end of a. n 933, or very eaily a. ii. 935 (SepL 18, a. d. 1528) 
inA. H. 934. The Emperor, before p. 374., p. 382. Inroads of the 
setting out against Chandeii (14 Baliiches are mentioned, pp. ibid., 
Rebi i., a. ii. g34, December 9, 382, 396, and 398. 

1527) had recalled that prince, to 
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exchange for Multan, though jJrobably he was never 
allowed to visit his government. From Kamran, Mul- 
tan passed to Sher Shah, and his descendants. Under 
Akber, it was regained by the Imperial family.* 

When Mirza Shah Hasan reached Bheker, on his 
return from Multan, he found that the Khankar was 
threatening an invasion on the side of Gujrat. This 
induced him to repair to Tatta, where he received an 
embassy from the Khankar f, demanding reparation for 
the blood of his brother Amir Amrdni, who had been 
slain ip some border inroad by Shah Hasan’s subjects. 
That chief proudly observed, that he had declined at- 
tacking the family and children of Shah Hasan, Avhile 
he was engaged at a distance; but now that he was 
come back, he must either resign some portion of the 
territory of Sind, as an atonement for blood, or prepare 
for war. Shah Hasan replied, that his answer was con- 
tained in a single word, war; and insultingly added, 
that the blood of AmrAni was still fresh on his gar- 
ments ; and that, instead of waiting at home to receive 
his enemies, he would hasten to meet them in the field. 

Leaving part of his force for the protection of Tatta, 
he instantly marched ivith the remainder into Kach. 
Being there disappointed of supplies, scarcity made its 
appearance in his camp. This compelled him to adopt 
decisive measures for forcing on an engagement. He 
divided his army into four bodies, intending to surround 
and attack the enemy on every side. The Khankar, 
Avhose scouts informed him that Mirza Shah Hasan was 
advancing with but a handful of men, believing the 
division which that prince commanded to be the whole 
of the army, determined to anticipate his attack, and 
marched, with ten thousand horse and a large body of 
infantry, for that purpose. The -sound of his kettle- 

* Seethe TabalcateAtberijf. 516, t The Khankar seems to hare 
517 . Tarikhe-Sind, f. 147. Fer- been a chief settled in Kach and the 
Uhta, vol. iv. p. 399. 400 and adjoining desert. 

485, 436 ; vol. ii. p. 02. 
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drum -was heard at a distance in the desert by Sultan 
Mahmud Bhekeri, who co m manded another of the di- 
visions of the Mirza’s army ; and a reconnoitring party 
having been sent to a rising ground not far oflF, descried 
the enemy’s columns in full march to attack the Mirza. 
Mahmiid instantly dispatched messengers to inform the 
Slirza, and the commanders of the other divisions, of 
the enemy’s movement; and that he was ready to assist 
them in a simultaneous attack. The divisions closed 
in. The Khankars, on seeing themselves surrounded, 
alighted from their horses ; and, as was usual with 
their tribe, when brought into imminent danger, joining 
shield to shield, and tying together the hems of their 
girdles, stood spear in hand to receive the foe. The 
Argluins Avere ordered to use their bows only, in the 
first instance, and to shoAver doAvn arroAvs upon them, 
Por an hour or tAA^o the slaughter continued, Avhen the 
survivors of the Khankar fled in despair, and Avere met 
and cut in pieces by the division of Shah Hasan’s army 
that had taken a circuit into their rear. The defeat 
Avas comi lete. The victors spent the night on the field 
of battle ; and, next day, spread themselves over the 
Avhole surrounding country, plundering the inhabitants, 
pillaging their houses, digging up the floors and search- 
ing in their concealments, for their jewels, money, and 
other valuable effects. They, at the same time, carried 
aAvay their camels, horses, cows, and other cattle, as 
well as the miserable inhabitants themselves, in droves ; 
after AAdiich, the Avhole army returned to Tatta.* 

Mirza Shah Hasan continued to rule for many years 
his extensive territories of Upper and Lower Sind and 
Siwistan, reaching from the limits of Kandahdr, Af- 
ghanistan, and Multdn, to the borders of Kach and 
Gujrdt; and liis history, at a future period, will be found 
mingling itself Avith that of Bdber’s son and successor 
Humayun. ’ 


* Tar. Sind., f. 147 g. 
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The latter years of the life of Baber were chiefly 
occupied with the most important enterprise of his 
reign, and that which has rendered his name most 
illustrious in history, the Invasion of India ; and espe- 
cially the conquest of Delhi and its dependent provinces. 

That invasion he undertook rather more than twenty 
years after his conquest of Kdbul and Ghazni ; at a time 
when, besides these kingdoms and the dependent prin- 
cipalities of Badakhshdn and Kunduz, he was master 
also of Kandahar. But before proceeding to the details 
vox.. I. D D 
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of that enterprise, it will be necessary to cast a cursory 
glance over the previous revolutions of Hindustan ; and 
to explain such circumstances, in the internal situation 
of the kingdom of Delhi, as ultimately affected his 
success. 

The inhabitants of the vast and populous countries 
of India seem to have been doomed, from the earliest 
times, to he the prey of every invader who came upon 
them from the north ; while they, on the other hand, 
never made conquests of any importance, at least in 
historical times, beyond what are considered as the 
natural limits of the country, — the Himalaya mountains 
and the Indus. Passing over the ancient inroads of 
the Persians and Greeks, they have, in modern times, 
been repeatedly invaded with success, on the land side, 
by the Muhammedans of Asia, and from the sea, by 
the Christians of Europe. 

During the Hindu Period, which may he considered 
as reaching down to about the year one thousand of the 
Christian Era, all India was subject to races of men, 
whom, from our ignorance of their previous history, 
we may regard as native. From the Indus and the 
northern mountains on the one side, to Cape Comorin 
on the other, a variety of languages, differing from 
each other in a greater or less degree, were spoken ; and 
the prevailing religions were, the Brahminical and the 
Bhuddist, including in the latter the Jaina. 

This original state of things was violently altered 
by the irruptions of the Musulmans, who gradually 
gained a predominant influence over the whole of India. 
Their history, in that country, we have already divided 
into two periods ; the one, of about five hundred years, 
extending from the invasion of Sultan Mahmiid of 
Ghazni to that of Baber; the other, of nearly three 
hundred, reaching from the invasion of B4ber to our 
own times ; which last is known as the Dynasty of the 
House of Taimur in India. 
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The former of these periods comprehends several 
dynasties. 

Under the first of these, that of Ghazni, the repeated 
irruptions of Sultan Mahmiid, — which reached with 
desolating fury from the borders of Afghdnistfln through 
the Penjab to Delhi, the Kajput States, and the farthest 
extremity of the peninsula of Gujrat, — broke up, for a 
time, several of the native Hindu governments; most 
of which, indeed, resumed their authority, though some 
of them emerged under new forms, as soon as the tor- 
rent of invasion had swept by. But the Sultans of this 
dynasty retained possession of a great part of the Pen- 
jdb, especially of Lalmr and its territory, for about a 
hundred and ninety years ; and, though several of these 
pi'inces occasionally extended their conquests into Hin- 
dustdn and Gujrdt, the Penjab may be considered as 
the boundary of their dominion, all to the south being 
still under Hindu government. 

The Ghaznevi Avas destroyed by the Glniri dynasty ; 
founded by Shehdb-ed-din Muhammed Ghxlri*, an Af- 
ghdn of Ghhr, who, from the mountains of that country 
which lies between Herkt and Kabul, overthreAv the 
already tottering power of the Sultans of Ghazni. His 
armies, after occupying the seat of government, pene- 
trated in j:epeated invasions through the Penjdb ; ad- 
A’anced into Hindustdn ; and, in a great and decisive 
battle, defeated and broke the force of Rajasthdn and 
Delhi. Muhammed Ghiiri was succeeded by Eibdk, 
one of his lieutenants, originally a Txirki slave, Avho, 
under his auspices, had conquered Delhi, and may be 
regarded as the real founder of the Musulman Empire 

* This distinguished prince is by Moiz-ed-din Muhammed bin Sam, 
Ebn Batuta (Lee’s transl. p. 112.) often called Shehab-ed-diu Ghuri. 
called Sultan Shehib-ed-din Mu- In Briggs's Ferishta (vol. i. p. l6l 
hammed ibn Sam el Ghouri ; by et seq.) he is generally called 
Baber (Mem. p. .SO9.) he is called Mahom^ Ghoory ; though (p. 168.) 
Sultan Shehdb-ed-din Ghdri ; the he is described as Moyiz-ood-deen 
Tabakate Akberi styles him Sultan Mahomed Ghooty. 
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in India. The throne, now transferred into that coun- 
try, was held, for nearly a hundred years, chiefly by 
successful generals and slaves of the Ghiiris. They 
extended the Musulman sway far to the south ; so that, 
besides the uniform possession of the territory of Delhi, 
the proiinces of Bengal, Behdr, Gualiar, Malwa, and 
various others \\ ere, from time to time, subject to them. 
They were essentially a Tiirki dynasty, and supported 
by ihirks from the north. 

The Ghiii’i was succeeded by the Khilji dynasty ; also 
said to be of Turki extraction, but which seems rather 
to have been of an Afghan race ; and it may be doubted 
if they are not of the Ghilji Afghdns. They reigned, 
with great renown, over Delhi and a considerable part 
of Hindustdn, for about thirty-three years ; and even 
pushed their conquests beyond the Nerbdda into the 
Dekhan. 

The Toghlak dynasty, originally descended of Tflrki 
slaves, succeeded that of the Khiljis ; and, for nearly a 
hundred years, ruled over Delhi and its subject pro- 
vinces, though with diminishing power and distracted 
by factions. In the troubled reigns of some of its 
princes, most of the principal provinces of Hindustan 
separated themselves from the empire, and became 
governed as independent states. After the invasion of 
Taimur Beg, or Tamerlane, the Toghlak kingdom, frail 
and disjointed before, was broken in pieces. 

The invasion of Taimur in India was, like a hurricane, 
short and terrible ; but, though his conquests introduced 
a new race of princes into Transoxiana, KhorAsan, and 
Persia, he left no prince of his own race to secure his 
Conquests in India. An officer, whom he appoin|ed to 
command in Delhi, did not claim the style of Sultan ; 
which, however, was early assumed by his posterity, 
who are known as the Syed dynasty, and governed, 
after the Toghlaks, with a loose rein for about thirty- 
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eight years, when Delhi passed into the hands of an chap. x. 
Afghan family. 

Behldl Lodi*, whose uncle had some time before 'rheLodK 
usurped the government of Sirhend, was raised to the a.dI uao. 
throne by a confederacy of six or seven great Afghdn 
chiefs. At the period when this confederacy was 
formed, the empire of Delhi had really ceased to exist, 
having been broken down into a variety of kingdoms 
and principalities. Of all the former vast empire, Divided 
Delhi alone, with a small territory around it, was held indfiu^ 
by the Syed Sultan, Ald-ed-din, the nominal sovereign. 

The more considerable provinces, Multdn, Judnpdr, 

Bengal, Malwa, and Gujrat, had each its separate king. 

The provinces around Delhi were in the condition em- 
phatically called Maluke Tewaif, or governments of 
tribes. Mehrdli and Mewdt, to within seven kos of 
Delhi, were in the hands of Ahmed Khan of Mewdt; 
on the opposite side, Sambhal, to the very suburbs of 
Delhi, was occupied by Deria Khan Lodi; Kol-Jalesir, 
in the Dodb, by Isa Khan Turk ; Baberi and its depen- 
dencies, by Kutb Khan Afghdn ; Kampila and Patidli, 
by Raja Pertab Sing ; Biana, by Daud Khan Lodi. 

The names of these rulers will mark the degree of as- 
cendency enjoyed by the different tribes, in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the capital. Behliil himself possessed 
the extensive provinces of Lahur, Dibalpur +, and Sir- 
hind, as far south as Panipat. 

The accession to the throne of Delhi of Sultan Behldl suitan 
Lodi, the founder of the Lodi dynasty, and a prince of 
great energy, restored some portion of vigour to that 
monarchy. He soon reduced the petty states around 
the capital to narrower limits; he forced the neigh- 
bouring princes to own his supremacy ; and, after a long- 
continued series of hostilities, conquered that part of 
the Sherki or Eastern kingdom of Judnpdr, which com- 


* Or Bheliil. 


t Often called Dipalrnr. 

SJU 3 



406 


HISTORY OF INDIA. 


BOOK 111 


Sultan 

Sekandcr. 

A H. 894, 

A [) 1488 
extends the 
empiic, 


Ttfhich IS 

composed 
ot many 
Bin illcr 
stalls. 


preliended the countries lying north of Behdr, and east 
of the Ganges; at the same time driving the King, 
Sultan Husein Shah Sherki, into Behdr. 

Behlul’s son, Sultan Sekander Lodi, a prince of talent, 
in a reign of thirty years, enlarged the kingdom still 
farther. In the East, he subdued Behdr, the last pro- 
vince that remained in the possession of the Sherki 
kings ; and even advanced into Bengal, where Sultan 
Husein Shah had taken refuge. By a convention con- 
cluded with Sultan Ald-ed-din of Bengal, it was agreed, 
that Sekander should retain Behdr, Tirhiit, Sirkar 
Sardn, and aU that he had conquered ; that he should 
not again invade Bengal; and that neither prince 
should support the enemies of the other. On the west, 
he gained possession of Dhiilpdr and Chdnderi, and 
received the submission of the Raja of Gualidr and 
other princes ; so that, at his death, his. kingdom had 
attained a very great extent, containing the Penjdb, 
the Dodb, the provinces of Oud, Laknau, Judnpiir and 
Behdr, besides a wide tract of country to the west of 
the Jamna, from the Satlej to Bandelkand. These ex- 
tensive possessions, however, though under one king, 
had no very strong px'inciple of cohesion. The mo- 
narchy was a congeries of nearly independent princi- 
palities, jagirs and provinces, each ruled by a hereditary 
chief, or by a zemindar or delegate from Delhi ; and the 
inhabitants looked more to their immediate governors, 
who had absolute power in the province, and in whose 
hands, consequently, lay their happiness or misery, than 
to a distant and little known sovereign. It was the in- 
dividual, not the law, that reigned. The Lodi princes, 
not merely to strengthen their own power, but from 
necessity, had in general committed the government of 
the province, and the chief offices of trust, to their own 
countrymen, the Afghdus ; so that men of the Lodi, 
Fermuli, and Lohdna tribes, held all the principal jdgirs ; 
which, from the habitual modes of thinking of their 
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race, they consiclered as their own of right, and pur- 
chased by their swords, rather than as due to any 
bounty or liberality on the part of the sovereign. 

The natural consequences of this state of things were 
felt on the accession of Sekander’s son, Sultan Ibrdhim 
Lodi.* On that event, a meeting of the principal 
Afghdn leaders was held, at which the affairs of the 
state were discussed. These free and turbulent chiefs, 
who hated any superior, being struck with the danger 
of making the monarchy despotic, should all the ex- 
ecutiye power be vested by mere hereditary succession 
in one hand, came to the resolution of effecting a partial 
division of their acquisitions in India; by giving IbrAhim 
the kingdom of Delhi, with the chief power, and placing 
Jildl Khan, his brother, in the government of Judnpiir, 
as a subordinate prince, — a division which seems to 
have been intended by their father. Sultan Ibrdhfm, 
it would appear in the first instance assented to this 
arrangement ; and Jildl Khan had accordingly set out 
for JuAnpiir, to assume the government. But he halted 
for a few days at Kalpi, his old jAgir, to enjoy the 
pleasure of the chase, where he strengthened his interest 
by making Fateh Khan Sirwdni, the son of Azim Hum- 
dyun, his prime minister. Meanwhile, Khan Jehdu 
Lodi, a chief of the first rank, coming to congratulate 
Ibrdhim on his accession, exclaimed loudly against the 


* There is some difficulty as to 
the date of Sekander's death and 
Ibrdhim's succession. Ferishta says, 
that Sekander died on Sunday, 7 
Zikada, a. h. 923 (21 Nov., a. d. 
1517); and the Nisdb-nama-e Af- 
ghanan remarks, that Ibrahim suc- 
ceeded on the 8 th Zekada of that 
year. Baber, in his journal of 
Sefer, A. h. 925 (Feb., a. d. 1519), 
informs us, that he sent ambassadors 
to Ibrahim, whose father had died 
five or six mouths before. This 

D s 


would place Sekander’s death in 
A. D. 924 (a. d. 1518). Now, the 
7 Zikada, a. h. 923 (21 Nov., a. d. 
1517) falls on a Thursday ; whereas 
the 7 Zikada, a. h. 924 (10 Nov., 
A. o. 1518) falls on a Sunday. 
Ferishta’s date seems, therefore, to 
have placed the occurrence one year 
too soon. The later date also ac- 
cords better with the date, Friday, 
15 Zihtg, A. H. 923 (924), the day 
of Ibrahim’s grand entertainment, 
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proposed policy; and pointed out to him, and to the 
Afghdn Amirs, that it would inevitably lead to civil 
war; and, in the end, prove fatal to the Afghdn authority 
in India. In order to repair the error which had been 
committed, he prevailed upon the Sultan to despatch a 
messenger to JilAl, inviting him to an immediate per- 
sonal conference, on matters that could not be settled by 
correspondence. JiUl, however, suspecting treacher}', 
declined to return. A deputation of three of the most 
eminent nobles of the court of Agra, that was next 
sent to him for the same purpose, used every kyid of 
persuasion to induce him to meet his brother ; and, for 
that purpose, among other expedients, resorted to the 
use of magical charms, in the efficacy of which they had 
a faith common in that age and country ; but he per- 
sisted in his refusal. 

The Sultan, thus baffled, determined to resort to 
force. At the same time, however, he did not neglect 
the arts of intrigue ; and, by his emissaries, soon suc- 
ceeded in gaining over several of the great chiefs and 
jdgi'rdars, connected with Judnpiir, who engaged to 
favour his interest, and to refuse submission to Jildl. 
Of this number were Deria Khan Lohani, governor of 
Behar; Aasir Khan Lohani, the jagirdar of Ghazipur; 
and the Sheikhzada, who held Oud and Laknau ; men 
of such high influence that, among them, they could 
bring thirty or forty thousand horse into the field. 

To gain popularity, so necessary at such a crisis, 
Sultan Ibrahim, after his enthronement, gave a royal 
entertainment, at which, with a liberal hand, he not 
only bestowed offices, and rich presents, and dresses of 
honour, on the principal Afghan Amirs and chiefs, but 
distributed charitable donations among the religious 
mendicants, and the poor and needy of every description. 
His success was such that Jilal became alarmed, and 
openly charged Ibrdhim -with the design of wresting 
from him the apanage intended for him by his father. 
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atid confirmed to him by special agreement. He, there- 
fore, threw oflF the mask, assumed the insignia of roy- 
alty, was proclaimed King of Ju4npiir by the style of 
Sultan Jilal-ed-din, and raised an army to maintain his 
pretensions. 

These precipitate measures disconcerted the nobles 
who had originally intended to support him, but who 
were not yet prepared to declare themselves. "While 
some of them still adhered to their engagements, others 
felt inclined to declare for Ibrdhim. Azirn Humdyim 
Sirwiipi, a chief of great influence, but not well aflFected 
to Ibrdhim, had, for some time previous to Sekander’s 
death, been engaged in besieging Gnaliar. Jildl, we 
have seen, had raised his son Fateh Khan to the office 
of his prime minister; and the father was prevailed 
upon to raise the siege and join in the revolt. He ad- 
vised Jildl to march to Judnpxlr, to establish and 
strengthen himself there ; and he soon succeeded in 
driving out of Oud the governor. Said Khan, who re- 
treated to Laknau.* 

Xo sooner was Ibrdhim informed of what was passing, 
than he set out to attack his brother. The great 
Afghan nobles had now, in general, become sensible of 
the danger into which they were bringing their dynasty, 
by attempting to raise up two independent and hostile 
princes. The greater part of them, accordingly, drew 
back, and joined Sultan Ibrahim. When that prince 
arrived near Kanauj, he was met by Azim Humdyun 
Sirwani, and his son, Fateh Khan, Jilal’s prime minister, 
who both now deserted him, and entered Ibrdhim’s 
service. This was decisive of the fate of Jildl ; numbers 
imitated the example. Finding himself hard pressed, 
the unhappy prince resolved to make a desperate 
effort ; and, leaving his family in Kalpi, advanced with 

* There is considerable indis- ceedings, during his short career. 1 1 
tinctness, and some contradiction, seems to be uncertain whether he 
in the account given of Jilal’s pro- ever went in peisou to Juanpur. 
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thirty thou&anfl horse towards Agra. On reaching 
that city, instead of immediately forcing his way into 
it, he allowed the governor to amuse him by negotiations, 
till reinforcements had arrived, and the danger had 
ceased. Meanwhile, Kalpi was taken and plundered in 
his rear. Jilal, driven to extremity, concluded a treaty 
with Ibrahim’s generals, by which he agreed to resign 
the insignia and dignity of a king, and to confine him- 
self to Kalpi, his old j4gir. This convention, however, 
Ibrdhim, Avho had been successful in the interval, re- 
fused to confirm ; and Jildl, in despair, fled an^ took 
refuge with Eaja Man, of GuaJiar. But, an army being 
some time after sent to besiege that fortress, Jildl was 
compelled to leave it, and repaired to the court of 
Sultan Mahmiid Khilji, of Malwa. Even here he could 
not find a safe asylum. Being compelled to quit Malwa, 
in order to seek refuge elsewhere, he was taken by the 
Gonds, while passing through their country, and de- 
livered into the hands of his brother, who put him to 
death."' 

The suppression of a dangerous rebellion, which 
always strengthens the power of a sovereign, would 
have afforded Ibrdhirn a favourable opportunity of con- 
ciliating the great Amirs, many of whom were dis- 
contented. Unfortunately, however, his views had 
taken another direction ; and he made it the grand 
object of his policy to humble them, and to extend the 
royal prerogative. Renouncing the homeliness charac- 
teristic of his nation, his great desire was to accustom 
his nobles to pay him the reverence which he deemed 
to be due to a king. All were commanded to stand 
motionless in his presence, with their hands crossed on 
their breast ; and other corresponding changes were 
made in court etiquette. The Afghans, who, in their 
own country, are remarkable for the freedom and blunt- 

* Nisab-nama-e Afgh.,f.72 — 7 .; Kholaset-uI-Towankh. MS. 

Briggs's Ferishta, vol. i. p. 591 — 5., 
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ness of their manners, and who were accustomed to chap. i. 
regard the prince as their chief, not their master — as 
the representative of the national force, raised to power 
and maintained in it by their support — could ill brook 
the change. Ibrahim, more perhaps from dislike to 
his nobles than love to his subjects, affected to view all 
below him with precisely the same favour, and as 
entitled to the same impartial consideration. But he 
soon learned that such maxims, however just in them- 
selves, and however beneficially acted upon by a prince 
who governed either a despotic monarchy or one regu- 
lated by equal laws and fixed political institutions, 
were but iU suited to a foreign and military govern- 
ment, limited only by an aristocracy of rapacious and 
turbulent chiefs. Such a government, defective in its 
very foundation and principles, if it does not happen 
to have at its head a man of powerful and commanding 
talents, must be content to employ the ordinary grosser 
principles of fear and favour, and to purchase, at a high 
price, the support of partizans, by whose aid its own 
usurpations may be maintained. Discontent spread Kevou, 
rapidly, especially among those who were most nearly 
on a level with the throne. Ibrdhim, actuated by 
jealousy of aU the leading nobles, even of those by 
whom he had been raised and supported, imprisoned 
some, and treated others with capriaious cruelty. A aufUed. 
revolt and civil war were the consequence ; which, after 
much bloodshed, were quelled by the energy of Ahmed 
Khan Lodi, Ibrahim’s general. 

The Sultan, imagining that, by the successful issue ibrihim 
of this second domestic contest, he had at length gained 
the object of his ambition, and presuming too hastily 
upon his power, ventured to put to death several of 
the most eminent of his father’s Amirs. But these 
executions, far from quenching, added fuel to the flame 
of discontent. Disaffection spread more rapidly than 
ever. The whole monarchy was convulsed. In Behar, ««voit in 

*' Behar. 
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Oud, Juanpiir, and the Sherki or Eastern provinces,— 
which had so lately been an independent kingdom, and 
where the Afghan nobles appear to have been always 
very powerful, — they flew to arms, under the direction 
of Nasir Khan Lohdni of Ghazipiir, Maaruf Fermuli, 
and other Amirs; and, the rebellion having soon as- 
sumed a regular form, they elected for their chief 
Deria Khan Lohdni of Behdr, who, besides his own 
province, soon saw himself in possession of the whole 
country east of the Ganges. He defeated, in several 
engagements, the troops sent against him by .Sultan 
Ibrahim ; and, on his death, which happened not long 
before that of the Sultan, the revolted chiefs transferred 
the chief command to his son, Behdr Khan Lohani'’^, 
whom they proclaimed king, under the style of Sultan 
Muhammed Shah. To quell this rebellion, Ibrdhim 
had been obliged to send a powerful army, under 
Mustafa Fermuli and other officers.f 

Kor was Ibrahim's policy more successful in the 
important province of the Penjdb. Doulat Khan, the 
governor of Lahiir, alarmed at the violent proceedings 
of the Sultan, which threatened his destruction, rose in 
open revolt. In addition to this, Ala-ed-din, an uncle of 
Ibrdhim, aiming still higher, fled to Bdber, at Kabul, 
to solicit him to support his pretensions to the crown 
itself, against his sovereign and nephew. In a word, 
at the moment when Baber’s views were definitively 
turned to India, faction, distrust, and open rebellion, 
were shaking the throne of Delhi on every side. 

We have seen that Baber, even before he was thus 
called upon, had long eagerly turned his eyes towards 
that country ; and that he was hardly master of Kdbul 

* The Lohanis or Lohanas aie eastern borders, the Lohanas, Fer- 
often called Nuhaiiis. It may, I mulls, &c. 

think, be remarked, that, under the f Baber's Memoirs, p. 335 , and 
Lodis, the Afghans who rose to Nisab-nama, f. 79. ; Briggs’s Fer- 
nninence were chiefly those on the ishta, vol. i. p. 597. 
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before he was invited into the Penjab. The chronology chap. i. 
of his various invasions of India is not very distinct, 
but he himself tells us that he made four, previous to 
that in which he conquered Delhi. 

His first was in a.h. 925, when, after taking the fort *^*. *”*/"■ 
of Bajour, he marched through Bunir, and, fording the India, 
Sind with his cavalry, camels and baggage, transported 
the infantry and camp followers over the river by rafts. 

He seems to have crossed above Attok. He had with 
him but an inconsiderable force, between fifteen hundred 
and two thousand men ; having left jiart of his army in 
Kdbul, part in Bajour, — and numbers, whose horses had 
been worn out by fatigue in some preceding excursions, 
had returned home. His chief object in entering the 
Penjab was to collect plunder, the army not having 
been successful in that respect in their previous forays. 

He pushed on without delay to the country of Bhira, 
which lay on the upper course of the Jilem or Bchat, 
the Hydaspes of the ancients. 

The Penjab, at the time of this first invasion, was Penj<ii> iieia ' 
subject to the kingdom of Delhi ; and Sultan Ibrdhim khan, * 
had but recently mounted the throne. We have seen 
that his grandfather, Sultan Behlfil, had been raised to 
the throne by a combination of six or seven great 
Afghdn chiefs. Of these, TAtdr Khan was one. This 
Tatar Khan held Sirhind, and all the countries of the 
Penjab north of the Setlej. On his death, Sultan 
Sekander, who then reigned, probably jealous of the 
power of the family, had deprived them of that govern- 
ment. But, about two years before Baber mounted a.ii. gos. 
the throne of Kdbul, the Sultan had restored to Doulat 
Khan, Tatar’s son, the government of Lahur alone; 
which, at the time of this invasion, he had therefore 
held about seventeen years.* Bhira bad been gained 

* Baber calls T&tfir’s son, Doulat Doulat Khan Lodi (vol. ii. p. 37> 

Khan TAtar Khan Yusef Khail. and vol. i. p. 597 — 8 ) ; as does the 
Mem. p. 256 . Ferishta calls him, Nisab-nama-e Afghdnan, f. 79 - 1 
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at a later period by Doulat Khan, who bestowed it on 
his eldest son, Ali Khan. 

Baber halted some time in Bhira ; and, as he intended 
to take permanent possession of the country, which he 
claimed, — as having for a series of years belonged to the 
House of Taimur, whose sole representative he now was, 
— he carefully prevented all pillage and outrage ; instead 
of which he substituted a contribution of four hundred 
thousand shahrukhis from Bhira alone.* Many of the 
neighbouring chiefs submitted, and sent him tribute ; 
and he appointed some of his own officers to take,charge 
of the more considerable districts. He then encamped 
on the low grounds, when a sudden and unexpected rain 
swelled the rivers, and threatened destruction to his 
whole army. The troops, however, with difficulty 
reached a higher situation, having effected a passage 
over the inundation, partly by wading through it, and 
partly by the assistance of boats. The whole country 
of Bhira, Khushkb, and Chendb, probably including the 
low lands along the course of the Jelein, fi'om the Salt 
range to the junction of that river with the Chenab 
or Acesines, submitted to his authority, and received 
the civil and military officers whom he sent. 

Having made the needful arrangements, he took his 
way back to Kdbul, by the table-land, which is buttressed 
by the Salt range ; and passed through the country 
of the Gakers. These were an old and independent 
people, who had long occupied the high broken ground, 
intersected by deep ravines and precipitous water- 
courses, that runs along the foot of the snowy moun- 
tains. The tribe had lately been divided into two 

and gives the same epithet to his addition of Ynsef-khail a mistake of 
son Gbazi Khan. Was Tatar really the copyist forlsa-Khan? 
a Lodi •>* The Penjab, and territory * This sum might amount to 
held by Tatar, are those that were nearly l6,000t, the shahrukhi 
held by Behlul, before he ascended being about nine pence halt- 
the throne. Did he transfer them penny, 
to his relation, Tatdi ? Is Baber’s 
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factions. Hati Gaker possessed tlie higher and more 
inaccessible country, and retained his independence. 
Tatar Gaker, whose capital was Perhdleh, had the less 
lofty and broken ground, and had yielded some sort of 
submission to Doulat Khan. At the very moment 
when Bdber was in Bhira, Hdti Gaker had advanced on 
Tdtar by surprise, had defeated and slain him, and 
seized his whole country and wealth. Baber was insti- 
gated by the Jenjiiheh, a neighbouring tribe, who were 
old enemies of the Gdker, to attack them. He accord- 
ingly iplanned* an expedition against Perhaleh ; and, 
though opposed by Hdti Gaker with great gallantry 
and perseverance, defeated that chieftain’s troops in the 
field, and, pursuing them closely, entered Perhdleh 
along with him in his flight. Hati, indeed, effected his 
escape; but, in a few days, tendered his submission, 
which Baber willingly accepted, as it had now become 
expedient for him to march home. He received the 
submission of some other tribes, and then recrossed the 
Sind, having been six weeks beyond it.* 

Although, from the defenceless state of the country, 
and Bdber’s uncommon energy, this expedition had 
proved eminently successful, yet, in consequence of the 
small number of men engaged in it, and from other 
circumstances, it bore more the character of an inroad 
than an invasion. Bdber was not able to leave a suf- 
ficient body of troops to retain the country he had 
acquired. Accordingly, he had not left Bhira a month 
before he was overtaken by the governor and officers 
whom he had placed in charge of his new conquests, 
who had been compelled to abandon the country, by the 
return of its old masters, aided by a party among the 
inhabitants.f 

It was in the course of this expedition that Bdber 
dispatched Mdlla Murshid as ambassador to Sultan 

» Mem. of Baber, p, 253—263, f Ibid. p. 26?. 
also p. 310. 
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recent accession to the throne of Delhi, and, at the same 
time, to demand restitution of the countries in the Pen- 
jab, which, he alleged, had long been held by Turk! fa- 
milies dependent on the House of Taimur. He also 
gave his ambassador letters for Doulat Khan at Lahur, 
through whose territory it was necessary to pass. But 
that wary politician, after detaining the ambassador a 
long time at his capital, would not suffer him to pro- 
frustiatcd ceed to Delhi ; so that, about five months afterwards, 
the Miilla rejoined his master at K^ibul, having effected 
nothing.-^ 

Second in- The particulars of B&ber’s second expedition are by 
ind™ ° means clear. Khdfi Khan says, that, in the course of 
it, the Emperor advanced towards Lahiir, Multfin and 
Sirhind, quelled the refractory Afghans, carried off 
thirty thousand of the inhabitants as slaves, and levied 
a contribution of four hundred thousand shahrukhis. 
But the advance seems to be too great, compared with 
future expeditions, to liave been made so early ; and it 
is probable that the circumstances of the first and of 
some later expedition have been mixed up in this ac- 
count. Ferishta, on the contrary, considers an expedi- 
tion — undertaken in the same year as the last mentioned, 
and directed against the Yiisefzais; in which Baber 

advanced to Peshawer, but did not cross the Indus, as 

being the second invasion. 

Third mva- The third invasion took place in A. H. 926. Having 
a°h’ 926 , crossed the Indus, he marched through the country of 
A D 1520. the Gakers, and descended the Salt range into the low 
country of Bhira ; chastising those whom he considered 
as the authors of what he called the revolt. Thence, 
having crossed the Jelem, he advanced to Sialkdt; an 
adiMt important town, which stands high up to the south of 
the Chenab (or Acesines). As it submitted, the town 

t Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 36. 

t- Kh.ifl hhan, MS. a, f. 25.: 
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Tvas preserved from plunder. Syedpilr was not so for- 
tunate ; for, resistance being made, the garrison was 
put to the sword, and the inhabitants carried into cap- 
tivity. 

While thus engaged, he received the news of an in- 
road made into the territory of Kdbul or Ghazni by 
the Arghiins of Kandahslr ; upon which he retraced his 
steps. He clearly perceived, that, if he. would direct 
his whole strength, witliout inteiTuption, against llin- 
dustdn, ho must take means to relieve himself from 
such idiversions on the west. He, tlierefore, employed 
his army between two and three years in completing 
the subjugation of Kandahdr and the other provinces 
lying between Ghazni and Khordsdn ; which he elTected, 
as has been already mentioned.* 

In the interval between his third and fourtli expedi- 


* Khdfi Khan, as above ; Fer- 
ishta, ii, p. 37- There is much dif- 
ference among historians in regard 
to Baber’s expeditions into India. 
All agree that they were five. I 
have chiefly followed Ferishta and 
Khafi Khan, assisted by Bdber 
himself — the best of authorities, 
where it is to be got. AbulfazI 
reckons the long and circuitous ex- 
pedition which Baber made in the 
Afghan country (a. ii. 910), im- 
mediately after conquering Kabul, 
ashisfirst Indian expedition. Baber, 
no doubt, set out intending to enter 
India, but did not cross the Indus ; 
though, in one part of his course, 
he came upon a portion of the 
territory of Multdn, west of the 
Indus. His second expedition, 
AbulfazI places in a. h. 913, when 
Baber, alarmed at Sheibdni’s ap- 
proach, set out for Hindustan. But 
he halted before reaching the Indus, 
and turned back to Kabul. The 
third invasion of AbulfazI (a. h. 
p25) is that, which, in the text, is 
VOL. I. E 


placed as the first, and which 
Baber himself considered as such, 
(Mem. p. S09') Of the fourth, 
AbulfazI acknowledges that he could 
get no information — a singular ad- 
mission regarding an important 
event, so near his own time, especi- 
ally considering bis means of in- 
formation. rSee Akhaniama MS. 
A, f. 27 — 8 .) The Kholdset-ul- 
Towdrikh, f. 2i4!., agrees with Abul- 
fazI as to the three first expeditions; 
the fourth it very properly makes 
the expedition of a. h. 930, when 
Baber advanced to Lahur. As to 
the fifth, there is no difficulty. What 
is reckoned the second, in the text, 
though resting on the authority of 
Ferishta and Khafi Khan, is indis- 
tinct and uncertain. Indeed, there 
is hardly an interval of time suf- 
ficient to admit of its taking place. 
I would gladly discard it for one in 
the long interval between the third 
and fourth, were there any evidence 
of an imoad at that period. 
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^ „ 1522 Kandahar, in bringing the Afghans into order, and in 
arranging the internal economy of his kingdom, events 
had daily become more and more favourable for his at- 
tempts oil India. The civil wars, which had followed 
the accession of Sultan Ibrahim, had been renewed in 
an aggravated form, and threw the whole country into 
Aii'i-cti-di’n disorder. Al^-ed-din, Ibrahim’s uncle, who fled to Baber, 
B.iircr" DOW Solicited that monarch to place him on the throne 
of Belhi. In tlie Penjab, Doulat Khan of Lahiir, long 
an object of suspicion to Sultan Ibrahim, having joined 
the hostile confederacy of Afghan nobles, had been at- 
tacked by an army sent against him under Behar Khan 
Lodi. Finding himself unable, with bis own resources, 
to resist this force, he .sought assistance from Baber; 
offering in return to acknowledge him as bis sovereign. 
This call the Emperor gladly obeyed, and soon put his 
troops in motion. lie crossed the Sind, advanced 
through the countiy of the Gakers, passed the Jelem 
A.H. 9 . 10 , and the Cliendb, and speedily appeared within ten miles 
whotiefMts ofLalnir. Doulat Khan, meanwhile, on Behar Khan’s 
*imi tli'cs’ approach, abandoning his capital, had fled to the country 
r.aiiui-, of the Baliiclics; that is, to some one of the Babich 
tribes, which already occupied the banks of the Ghara, 
and much of the adjoining country. Bdber was encoun- 
tered near Lalnir, by the Lodi army, under Behdr Khan, 
which he defeated with gi’eat slaughter ; and his troops, 
entering the city in jjursuit of the fugitives, plundered 
ami T)ii).ii. it and burned tlie bazfo’. He halted only four days in 
Labiir, and then, with his accustomed celerity, ad- 
vanced to Dibalpiir ; which he assaulted and took by 
storm ; the defenders being put to the sword and the 
town plundered. 

Eiibev Here Baber was joined by Doulat Khan and two of 
sons, Gliazi and Dilawer Khan. They were cour- 
teously received; but a misunderstanding soon arose 
between the protected and the protector. Instead of 
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the wide province of Lahiir, Biiber allotted to Doulat 
Khan only the districts of Jalinder and Sultanpiir, that 
lie between the Bi'ah and the Satlej (the classical rivers 
Hyphasis and llesudrus) as his jsigir. At this moment, 
that chieftain comniunicatod information to Baber, that 
Ismael Jilwani, a powerful Afghan chief, had collected a 
body of troops, about Tihnra, to the south of the Satlej, 
with the intention of harassing his army, and opposing 
its progress towai'ds Delhi : and suggested, that a strong 
detachment should be sent to beat up their quarters 
and»dispcrse them. While the Emperor, who approved 
of the plan, was actively craployc<l in forwarding the 
pi'eparations for carrying it into execution, Dililwcr 
Khan privately waited upon him, and informed l\im, in 
confidence, that his father’s advice was given with the 
treacherous intention of inducing Baber to divide his 
army, so that Doulat and Ghtlzi Khan might be enabled 
to attack and destroy it, r.’hen thus separated. Baber, 
roused by this notice, instituted inquiries, which con- 
vinced him of its truth. He placed Doulat Khan, and 
his son Ghazi, in custody ; but was soon after induced 
to set them at liberty, when he assigned to Doulat 
Khan the town of Sultanpiir (which that jiobleman had 
built), along wdth its territory, as a jagir for the sup- 
port of himself and his family. 

Doulat Khan took leave of the Emperor to repair to 
his jagir, boiling with secret indignation. Soon after 
his arrival there, having privately sent off everything 
that could be serviceable to him in his meditated hosti- 
lities, he hastily withdrew from Sultanpiir into the hill- 
country of Himalaya on the cast, attended by lus son, 
Ghtizi Khan, — there, at once to escape the Empci’or’s 
power, and to watch a favourable season for pouring 
doAvn his followers into the plains, and regaining his 
former authority. 

With the real history of these events we can hardly 
hope to become accurately acquainted. On one side, 
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Doulat Khan must have felt a natural resentment 
against Baber, who, when called in to his assistance, in- 
stead of restoring him to his government, had himself 
taken possession of it ; and we may easily suppose a 
man of his ambition to have been ready to adopt any 
means, by which he could hope to recover the grand 
object of his wishes. On the other hand, little credit is 
due to a son who could stoop to exercise the trade of 
an informer against his father and brother, in the hope of 
founding his guilty greatness on the ruin of them both. 
Baber, who had advanced towards Sirhind, on his way 
to Delhi, as ssoon as he heard of their flight, thought it 
prudent to hasten back to Lahiir, to check any attempts 
at revolt, and to put the pro\’ince into a state of de- 
fence against the designs of its late governor. This 
compelled him to give up, at that time, his expedition 
against Plindustan ; and circumstances soon after obliged 
him to return to Kdbul. The traitor, Dlldwer Khan, 
was rewarded with the district of Sultdnpiir, which his 
father had abandoned ; and was honoured with the high 
title of Khan Khandn.'^ 

Baber, having now acquired an extensive territory 
beyond the Indus, intrusted the different provinces of 
his ncAv conquest to some of his most distinguished 
officers. Sultan AM-ed-dfn Lodi, the competitor for the 
crown of Delhi, who had instigated this expedition, 
and who was still treated as a king, got Dibdlpiir for 
his support, — Bdber Kushkeh, a veteran Moghul officer, 
being appointed ostensibly to advise, but really to di- 
rect him ; jNIfr Abdal-aziz, a near relative of Baber, had 
Lahiir ; Khosrou Gokulddsh bad Sialkdt ; and Muham- 
med Ali Tdji'k, Kila-niir, a district which lies high up 
between the Riivi and the Bfah. f Multdn, it is to be 
observed, still belonged to the Baliich tribe of Langa ; 

* Lord of Lords. Bdber’s Mem. 244. 
p. 5()0.; Biiggs’s Feiishta ii. p. f Briggs's Ferishta, ii. p. 37. 
37 — 9. ; Kholaset-ul-Towaiikh, f. Khafi Khan. 
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and it was probably at this time that Baber incited 
Shah Hasan to attack it. 

As soon as Baber was fairly out of the Penjdb, on his 
return to Kdbul, Doulat Khan, Avho retained great in- 
fluence in the province which he had so long governed, 
issued from his mountain retreat, with a band of his 
faithful adherents ; surprised, and throw into chains, 
Dilawer Khan, his perfidious son ; seized Sultanpdr ; 
and speedily collected a large army. His first opei-a- 
tions were directed against Ala-ed-di'u, in Dibalpiir, 
whom he defeated. Ala-ed-din fled straight to Kabul, 
to Bdber; while Baber Kushkeh retreated to Lahur. 
Doulat Khan next detached a body of five thousand 
men to reduce Sialkdt; but Baber’s generals, concen- 
trating their force, marched from Lahiir to pi’otect the 
place ; attacked the detachment, and defeated it.* Sul- 
tan Ibrdhj'rn of Delhi, meanwhile, wishing to avail him- 
self of the favourable moment to recover the Penjdb, 
had sent another army to reduce it to obedience. But 
Doulat Khan, artfully availing himself of the discon- 
tents that prevailed among the Afghdns in Ibrdhim’s 
service, and of the factions by which the court and 
army were divided, contrived to gain over the general 
and a part of the troops, who deserted and joined him ; 
upon which, the remainder of the army of Delhi broke 
up and retreated. f 


* A. H. 931, A. D. 1525. 

.j- Ferishta, ii. p. 40. ; Kliafl 
Khan, Considerable confusion ex- 
ists among historians regarding 
^lim or Ala-ed-din Khan Lodi. He 
is vaiiously represented as the uncle, 
the hi other, and the son of Sultan 
Ibrahim Lodi. 

1 . Ferishta calls him the brother 
of Ihrahim Lodi. (Vol. i. p. 598. ; 
vol. ii. p. 39 . twice ; and p. 40.) 
This was about the time of Baber’s 
last invasion ; and he is uniformly 
so called by Khah Khan, perhaps 


following Ferishta. He could 
hardly, however, be a brother of 
Ibiahiiu’sj for, 

2. In the enumeration of the 
sons of Sekander (Ibrahim’s father), 
on his accession, six are mentioned, 
hut among them is no Alim or 
Alacddin. (Vol. i. p. 36i.) 

H, Ibiahim's brother, Jilal Khan, 
having revolted .ind proclaimed him- 
self King of Juaiipiir (ibid. p. 591.), 
Ibiahiin “confined his other brothers 
in the fort of Ilansi, whc>re they 
remained for life.” (Ibid. p. . 092 .) 
u a 
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AVhen AlA-ed-dui, in liis fliglit, had reached Kabul, he 
prevailed upon Bdber to engage anew in an expedition 


This would apiily, even supposing 
Alim to have been born after his 
father’s aceession. See also Tar. 
Akber. shahi, f. 148. 

4. The Taiiklie Nizami gives 
the names of the brothers so coii- 
iined, Ismael Khan, Ilusein Khan, 
lUahmiid Khan, and Sheikh Doulat. 
(f. 162.) It piobably was intended 
to confine them for life ; but some 
of them, at least, seem to have been 
released on their brother Ibrahim’s 
death ; for Alahmiid Khan was 
acknowledged by the Afghans, and 
by Iltina Sanga, as his successor, 
under the title of Sultan Mahmud, 
and became King of Behar. 

5. Ferisbta himself mentions that 
Sultan Behliil Lodi, at the time of 
his accession, bad nine sons, among 
whom was “Alum, who also became 
king, under the appellation of 
AWeddin." (Ibid. p. 349.) This 
was A. n. 854. This Alim Khan 
received from his father the province 
of Kaira-MiinikpCir (p. 560.), and, 
in the reign of his brother Sekandcr, 
having declared his independence, 
fled from Haberi-Chandwar, then 
his jagir, to his cousin, Isa Khan 
Lodi ; and w'as afterwards recon- 
ciled to Sekander, who gave him 
Etiiwa. (p. 566—7.) 

6. After Sekander’s death, Alim 
again aspired to the crown, fled to 
Baber, at Kabul, and entered the 
provinces of Delhi, in an attempt to 
dethrone his brother Ibrahim. His 
defeat, mentioned in the text, oc- 
curred when Baber was marching 
through the Penjdb, on his last 
invasion of India. 

7. Baber, the best authority, 
never mentions who he was; the 
fact was too well known for a con- 
temporary to think such infoimalion 
needed. But, in the rhetorical 
account of the battle of Kanwa 


(Jfem. p. 362.), the prince in the 
command of the left of Baber’s 
centre is called Saltan Ald-ed-diu 
Alim Khan, the son of Sultan 
Behlul Lodi. This seems decisive. 
In a future passage, Jelal Khan and 
Kcmdl Khans are called “ the sons 
of the Suitau Ala-ed-din, whohasbeen 
mentioned.” (Ibid. p. 364.) Fer- 
ishta himself, in his account of the 
battle of Kanwa, following Baber, 
mentions ‘^Prince Alim Khan, a son 
of Bheilole Lody,” as commanding 
the left wing. (Vol. ii. p. 56.) 

8. lie was afterwards sent to 
Badakhshan, and, as will be men- 
tioned, escaped to Gujrat, where, 
in the reign of Humayiin, he was 
encouraged by Sultan Behader Shah 
to attempt the throne of Delhi. 
(Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 74, and vol. iv, 
p. 125.) At a later period Dandh- 
dka is mentioned as his jagir in 
Gujrdt, where he received and sup- 
ported Mahmud Shah III., of 
Gujrat (vol. iv. p. 146), a. h. 947 ; 
and even aspired again to the throne 
of Delhi ; but finally joined Shir 
Shah. 

Supposing Alim to have been 
only one year old at the time of his 
father Belilul’s accession (a.h. 854, 
A. D. 1450), he must have been 
about seventy-four or seventy-five 
when he marched against Dehli, 
before Biiber attacked it ; upwards 
of eighty when set up by Behader 
Shah; and ninety when he supported 
Mahmud Shah. 

Ferishta and Khali Khan seem, 
therefore, to be mistaken in con- 
sidering Alim Khan as Sultan 
Ibrahim's brother. 

In the reign of Humayun, new 
difficulties occur regarding this per- 
sonage, from his being confounded 
with others of the same name. 
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for the reduction of Delhi. Ala-ed din, or, as he is gene- 
rally called, Alim Khan, was the son of Sultan Behliil 
Lodi, King of Delhi; and, consequently, was the brother 
of the late Sultan Sekander, and uncle of the reigning 
prince Ibrahim. After his father’s death, one of Sultan 
Sekander’s first acts Avas to depiuve his brother, Al im 
Khan, of his jagir of Raberi. Alim, Avho escaped, re- 
mained for some time hostile to him; but afterwards 
was reconciled, and received the jagir of Etawa. He is 
said, however, to have fled to Gujrat, where he was 
protected by Sultan Mozeflfer, Avho then reigned. On 
the death of his brother Sekander, Alim Khan openly 
aspired to the throne. In the distracted state of affairs 
that folloAved, he had secured a considerable number of 
partizans among the Afghan lords, Avho were disgusted 
Avith his ncphcAv’s cruel and imperious conduct. All 
these were prepared to favour his enterprise. He was 
willing to purchase the co-operation of Btiber at a high 
price ; and it seems to have been settled that, Avhile the 
Sultan, Ala-ed-dln as he Avas called, Avas to be elevated 
to the throne of Delhi, Baber was to receive the formal 
cession of Lahiir and all the countries west of it, in full 
sovereignty. This formal confirmation of BAber’s right 
of conquest Avas something gained, in the meanwhile, 
for public opinion; and, as political justice Avas not 
the virtue of the age, Baber probably calculated, that, 
if affairs turned out prosperously, it Avould be an easy 
matter to cast doAvn the puppet king Avhom he had set 
up. He accordingly sent back Sultan Ala-ed-din, to his 
generals Avho commanded at Lahur, Avith a body of 
troops and a firman, enjoining them to assist him in his 
expedition against Delhi. He intimated his intention 
to folloAv without delay. 

It so happened, however, that Sultan Ala-ed-din had 
scarcely taken leave of the court, Avhen neAvs reached 
Baber, that the AA^hole Uzbek chiefs had assembled their 
forces and laid siege to Balkh, — Avhich still belonged to 
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of '^Dch importance to them both that he resolved 
Alim to inarch without loss of time to its relief. Sultan 
LAfi”* ” Ala-ed-din, meanwhile, eager to avail himself of the ad- 
vantage which he had gained from the Emperor’s fir- 
man, and apprehensive lest the change of affairs at 
Kabul might produce a new order for arresting the 
march of the troops that were devised to accompany 
him, hastened forward, by marches of twice the usual 
length, in spite of the scorching ireather, and regardless 
of the sufferings of those who attended him. On reach- 
ing Lahiir, he insisted that Baber’s generals should join 
him, in terms of the imperial firmdn, and march at once 
^uutjuiiis on Delhi. Doulat Khan, when informed of the enterprise 
of Sultan Ald-ed-dln, seeing, in the diversion caused to 
Baher by the Uzbek war, and in the proposed expedition 
against Delhi, a reasonable jirospcct of recovering his 
. power at Lahiir, made haste to arrange his differences 
with the Sultan, pretended to enter warmly into his 
views, and professed an earnest desire to be allowed to 
inarch with his army to assist in seating him on the 
throne of his father. This offer was most joyfully ac- 
aiber’. ofli- cepted by Alim Khan ; but Bdber’s officers, with great 
tohisp^G- justice, represented to him, that, situated as they were 
teiamg!,. in regard to Doulat Khan, who was still in arras against 
the Emperor, as he had so recently been against Ald-ed- 
din himself, it was impossible that they could, with any 
confidence, engage in concert with liim in such an 
enterprise ; nor did it appear to them that it would be 
prudent for Ala-ed-dfn himself to do so ; unless Ghdzi 
Khan, as a pledge of the good faith of the family, would 
consent to send his younger brother, Haji Khan, and 
his oAvn son, to Bdber’s court ; or at least leave them at 
theAfghIns hostages. To evade this demand, and to 

of the testify the sincerity of his professions, Doulat Khan 
peiyib presented to Ald-ed-dm a Deed of Accession and Alle- 
giance, acknowledging him as his sovereign, authenti- 



LIFE OF bIbEK. 


' 425 


Gated and guaranteed under the seals of the Kdzis and 
leading men of the province. Ala-ed-di'n, eager to gain 
so im^iortant an ally, and deaf to all tlie representations 
made to him by the Emperor’s officers, sent his own 
son, Shir Khan, to confer with Doulat and Ghazi ; and, 
soon after, himself had a conference with them. Dila- 
wer Khan, also, who had escaped from their custody, 
and arrived in Lahiir two or three months before, was 
now reconciled to them, and associated in the confede- 
racy. jMahiniid Khan Jehan Khan, whom Baber de- 
scribes* as entrusted with the government of Lahiir, 
perhaps an Afghan chief to whom he had committed 
the civil charge of the country and the management of 
the native officers, was pressed into the service. In 
short, it was finally arranged among them, that Doulat 
Khan and Ghdzi Khan were to remain in the Peiijab, 
and to have the government of that country and the 
controul of all the officers whom Bdbor had left behind, 
and who were still stationed there ; while Sultan Ahi-ed- 
din, attended by Dilawer Khan and Ilaji Khan, two 
sons of Doulat, was to lead the army against Delhi.* 

In pursuance of this plan AlA-ed-din, attended by 
these noblemen, put his army in motion, and was soon 
joined by Ismael Jilwani, who had lately been his 
enemy, by Malik Baban Jilwani, an able and powerful 
Afghan chief, and by a number of other Afghans of 
rank. He hastened by forced marches to Delhi, new 
adherents joining him by the way ; so that, on arriving 
before the city, to which he laid siege, his army 
amounted to thirty or forty thousand men. 

Sultan Ibrdhim, when informed of these operations, 
lost no time in advancing to meet his rival. On his 
approach, the siege was raised; and the invaders, re- 
tiring, took up a position, prepared to encounter him. 
AlA-ed-din had a secret correspondence with some leading 
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Afghan nobles in his rival’s camp ; but did not venture 
to attack him in the day-time, in consequence o£ a sin- 
gular national point of honour, which hinders the Af- 
ghans from deserting the army to which they belong 
in the face of day ; while they are under little restraint 
in quitting it by night, which, they observe, covers 
many things. He therefore resolved to favour this 
feeling, by a night attack, which would allow them to 
follow their Avishes. But there Avas a want of decision 
in his councils. The distance between the camps was 
only nine miles ; yet, twice did the caAmlry mount at 
noon, to be ready to march to the attack, and, after 
remaining under arms till past midnight, receive their 
dismissal, without having moved a step; the generals 
being unable to come to a resolution. The third time, 
hoAVOver, they set out about three in the morning ; the 
plan proposed being, merely, to set fire to the enemy’s 
tents and huts, beat up their quarters, spread an alarm, 
and return. They succeeded in setting fire to the tents, 
at the same time shouting the Avar-cry. The enemy’s 
troops, alarmed, fled in dismay. Some Afghtin lords 
did join the assailants, and acknoAvledged Ala-ed-din. 
During this confusion, Sultan Ibrahim remained im- 
movable at the royal tent, surrounded by a small but 
chosen band of his tribesmen; and kept his ground 
steadily till the morning appeared. As the day dawned, 
he jAcrceived Ala-ed-din’s troops, now dispersed, and 
employed in plundering on every side. He saAV that 
they were not many in number, and that they Avere 
much scattered. Seizing the favourable moment, he 
put his folloAvers in motion, accompanied by his only 
remaining elephant. But, no sooner was it seen moving 
along, than Ala-ed-din’s troops were struck with a panic, 
which, in their flight, they communicated to the rest 
of the army, who fled on every hand. That prince 
himself joined in the flight, and crossed the Jamma 
into the Doab, recrossing at Panipat. His army dis- 
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persed. His eldest son, JiMl Khan, with Ismael Jilwiini 
and Baban, sought shelter in the Dodb. Some of his 
chief officers, among whom was Mahmiid Khun Khdn 
Jehan, had joined Sultan Ibrahim before the battle; so 
that there was treason in both annies. Ahi-ed-din him- 
self retreated in confusion towards the Penjub, attended 
by the two sons of Doulat Khan.* 

At this important crisis, Baber himself was not far 
distant, Ko sooner had he disengaged himself from 
the affairs of Balkli and Kabul, than, leaving his son 
Kffinrdn, then a child, in the nominal chai’ge of Kabul 
and Kandahar, he set out on his fifth and last in- 
vasion of India. He was joined on his march, first, 
by his eldest son Humayun, with the troops from 
Badakhshtln, and, the same day, by Khwaja Kilan, 
with those from Ghazni. In about a month he passed 
the Sind, with a larger army than he had ever yet 
carried into India, though the whole, troops, servants, 
and camp followers of every description included, 
amounted only to twelve thousand meu.f He hastened 
forward for Sidlkot, keeping close to the eastern moun- 
tains, to secure a supply of grain, as there had been a 
deficiency of rain in the low lands. In the Gaker 
country he found some pools covered with ice, the only 
ice or snow, he remarks, that he had ever met with in 
India. After passing the Behat, he was joined by some 
officers of his Lahiir army, who had come from Sialkot, 
and learned, that Khosrou Gokulddsh, the governor, had 
abandoned that place to march for Lahur, where 
Baber’s officers had all formed a junction, for the 
purpose of counteracting the hostile intentions of Doulat 
Khan. Bdber sent on expresses to that city to an- 
nounce his approach, and to enjoin his generals not to 

* Baber’s Mem. p. 295, 296. ; Ibrahim, amount to five or six 
Nisabnauia-e Afgh. f. 79, 80. The thousand men. 

Nisabuania makes the number, who t Ibid. p. 293. 
remained in the field with Sultan 
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engage in action, but to meet him, either at Sialkbt or 
Perseriir. Events had proved the soundness of their 
judgment in distrusting the intentions of Doulat Khan, 
and his son Ghazi, who were eager to recover the rich 
government that they had lost. The latter, after Aid- 
ed* din’s departure on the expedition against Delhi, had, 
by strenuous exertions, collected a powerful army ; and 
his father, old as he was, had girded on two swords, 
to intimate his defiance of Baber, and his determination 
to meet him in the field, there to conquer or die. In 
two marches more, Baber reached the Chindb, »and was 
so much struck with the situation of Behlulpiir, which 
stands on a ravine on the banks of that river, that he 
resolved to transfer the population of Sialkot to that 
place. On reaching Sialkdt, he found that the in- 
habitants in the vicinity, who were chiefly composed 
of Jilts and Gujers, according to their old rapacious 
habits, had harassed and plundered his garrison when 
on its retreat from Sidlkdt to Lahilr, which induced 
him to subject them to military execution, and to put 
to death some of the principal offenders. It was at 
Sialkot that he learned the disastrous result of Ala- 
ed-din’s expedition against Delhi. 

Xext morning, he continued his march to Perseriir, 
where he was joined by some of his troops from Lahiir. 
He sent out a party to reconnoitre the disposition of 
the enemy, who, to the number of forty thousand*, 
were encamped on the banks of the Bavi, near that 
capital ; and, on their return, learned that the enemy, 
as soon as they were informed of his approach, had 
broken up and retreated in consternation. Bfiber, upon 
this, anxious to intercept them before they gained the 
mountains, leaving his heavy baggage to follow, pushed 
forward with a light force, and reached Kila-niir. 
He anticipated that the two Khans would attempt to 

* This is the numher given hy Kholaset-ul-Towarikh, p. 245. Ba- 
Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 42. ; and in the her seldom mentions numbers. 
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f^ain the strong fortress of Milwat, which lies close upon 
the mountains, and was eager to prevent them from 
strengthening themselves there. On the following 
morning, therefore, he again marched on ; and, dis- 
covering along the road evident traces of the flight of 
Ghazi Khan and his scattered followers, hurried for- 
ward a detachment of light troops, with orders to 
follow the fugitives without halting, and, if possible, to 
overtake them ; but, at all events, as soon as they 
reached the fort of Milwat, to block up every passage 
and outlet from it, so that none who were in the place 
might escape. Ghazi Khan was the person chiefly 
aimed at by these orders. Baber then proceeded to 
cross the Biah ; and three marches more brought him 
before Milwat. 

Being now joined by the rest of his troops, and by 
many of the Amirs of the country, he blockaded ^lilwat 
on every side. He sent a grandson of Donlat Khan's 
into the fort to oflPer terms. As the siege was pushed 
on with great vigour, Doiilat Khan, seeing no hope of 
escape, was unwillingly forced to capitulate. He sent 
to say that his son, Ghdzi Khan, was not in the fort, 
having fled to the mountains, but that he himself was 
the Emperor’s slave, and ready to wait upon him. 
Bdber had soon after the satisfaction of seeing this 
powerful chief, who had so long governed Lahiir with 
rjegal power, come out from his fortress as a humble 
suppliant, having, suspended from his neck, as if ready 
to be used for his punishment, the two swords which 
ho had boasted that he was to employ against his foe. 
The Emperor, who was deeply offended, and behaved 
to the old man with little courtesy, at tlie same time 
that he commanded the swords to be removed from 
his neck, reproached him with his perfidy ; but he 
allowed him to retain the private estates of his family, 
and the authority which he held in his tribe. The 
whole rich property in the fort was seized ; and Baber 
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mentions in particular Ghazi’s library, as containing a 
number of valuable books, part of which he gave to 
Humayim, and part to Kdmrdn, another of his sons. 
Doulat Khan was sent to be confined in a fort of Bhira, 
but died on the road. 

Meanwhile Ala-ed-din, with Dilawer and Haji Khan, 
having passed Sirhind in their flight to the Penjab, 
were informed of Baber’s approach, and of the fall of 
Milwat. Dilawer Khan, who had always professed 
himself a partizan of Baber, separated from them and 
hastened to join the Emperor; while the other two, 
who were conscious in w'hat an unfavourable light he 
must regard them, crossing the Satlej, entered the hills, 
and threw themselves into the strong castle of Kin- 
kiiteh, where they were instantly surrounded and be- 
sieged by a detachment of HazAras and AfghAns from 
Baber’s army. They contrived, however, to escape, 
on foot, during the darkness of the night ; and, after 
excessive suffering, joined GhAzi in the mountains. 
That chief gave but a poor reception to AlA-ed-din, who, 
in his present miserable circumstances, was no longer 
a tool that could be profitably employed. The detach- 
ment which Baber sent among the hills, with orders to 
use every exertion to seize GhAzi Khan, succeeded in 
taking several hill forts (in the outer and inferior 
range) that had long been deemed impregnable, and 
reduced the surrounding districts ; but GhAzi himself 
eluded their vigilance.^^ 

Lahur, and its dependent provinces, being subdued 
and brought to some degree of quiet, Baber was now 
enabled to bend the whole force of his arms against 
Delhi itself, and its king, Sultan IbrAhim Lodi. The 
factions, among the AfghAn chiefs, still continued ; and 
several of them had invited the Emperor to advance, 
promising to join him when a favourable opportunity 


* Babei's Men. pp, 296— 300. 
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presented itself. As he was setting out, he was met 
by his detachment, which returned from the hiUs ; and, 
at the same time, Ald-ed-din, who had absconded from 
Ghazi Khan, disgusted at the slight with which ho 
Avas treated, arrived in the neighbourhood, destitute 
and on foot, and sent humbly soliciting to be alloAved 
to wait upon his Majesty. Baber, who know that the 
presence of the Afglidn prince in his camp might 
facilitate his designs on Hindustan, sent out Mir Khalifa, 
his minister, and a deputation of his nobles, to receive 
him AVfith honour, and furnished him witli such an 
equipment as enabled him to appear in the camp in a 
manner suitable to his rank. He was received at 
court, and professed anew his attachment to the Em- 
peror. But he Avas not long considered as of much 
consequence. He had the nominal command of a part 
of the army at the great battle Avith Ibrdhim, the 
success of which in reality put an end to his hopes. 
He had also a division in the battle against Edna 
Sanga. But Bdber, soon after, finding his claims or 
pretensions inconvenient, sent him to Badakhshdn, 
Avhere he was for some time confined in the strong fort 
of Kila-Zefer. From this custody he escaped, and, re- 
crossing the lofty range of Hindd-kdsh, assisted by 
some Afghan merchants, Avhom he accompanied in dis- 
guise, found his way through Baber’s dominions, and 
afterwards through some Afghdn tribes, into Bald- 
chi stdn, whence he passed into Sind, and finally took 
refuge in the court of Behdder Shah, then King of 
Oujrdt. Here he was met by one of his sons, Tdtdr 
Khan, Avho had also effected his escape. They Avcrc 
Avell received ; and, at a future period, Avere supported 
by Behdder in an attempt to expel Baber’s son, Humd- 
yun, from Agra.'* 

* In the account of all* the pre- Abulfazl,intheAkhernama; Nizam- 
cecUng transactions, Baber’s Me- ed-din Ahmed Bakhshi, in the Tab- 
moirs have been chiefly followed. akate Akberi or Taii'khe-Nizaim' ; 
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Baber, after passing the Satlej, advanced by Sirhind, 
and crossed the Gagar at Ambdla. Here he learned, 
that Sultan Jbrdhim was advancing from Delhi, and 
Hamid Khan from Hissdr-Firdza, to meet him. Having 
proceeded one march farther, he dispatched a select 
body of men, under his son Humayun, to attack the 
latter — a service which was accomplished with great 
vigour, the troops of Hamid being routed and dispersed. 
In order to inspire terror into the enemy, the Emperor, 
in com2iliance with the cruel policy of his age, ordered 
upwards of a hundred prisoners, who were brought to 
the camp, to be shot. Seven or eight elephants were 
also taken hy the victors. A part of the detachment, 
following the fugitives, entered Hissdr-Firdza along 
with them, and took and sacked the place. This 
being Ilumdyun’s first exjploit, the district of Hissdr- 
Fii’dza, and its dependencies, were bestowed on him as 
a jtlgir. 

It was at this station that Bdber was joined by Malek 
Baban Jilwani, an Afghdn chief of great weight, already 
mentioned; who, after the defeat of Ald-ed-din near 
Delhi, liad fled to the Dodb. He brought with him 
three thousand horse, and afterwards acted an important 
jiart in the history of the times. Bdber was, from the 
first, otFended with his Afghdn independence and pre- 
sumption, and especially witli his pretensions to sit at 
the Derbdr; though, the Emperor observes, neither 
Dilawer Khan, nor even the sons of Ald-ed-din, had that 
privilege.* 

Baber now hold on, on his way by Shahdbad, where 
he halted some days ; and, after two marches more, 
encamjied on the Jamna, opposite Sirsdwa. Ibrdhim’s 

and also Ferishta and Kliafi Khan, supply, in a satisfactory manner, 

■ follow the Memoirs more or less the blanks, sometimes of several 
closely. Indeed, most of what we years, that are found in them, 
know of Baber’s history is ultimately * Baber, p. 302. ; Ferishta, vol. 
derived from his own Commentaries, ii. p. 4,3. 

It is surprising how difRcult it is to 
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camp -was not far off. That prince had been advancing 
slowly, by three or four miles at a time, halting two 
or three days at each station. Baber continued his 
route, down the right bank of the river, for two marches 
more ; when he was informed, by his scouts, that Ibra- 
him had sent Daiid Khan across the Jatnna, into the 
Dodb, with six or seven thousand horse, who were now 
encamped three or four kos in advance of Ibrahim’s 
position. Against this advanced body, Baber sent a 
strong detachment, under Chin-Taimur Sultan and 
!JIehda Khwdja^, with orders to cross over and attack 
them by surprise. They accordingly did cross the 
river, and, about the moniing twilight, reached the 
ground where the Afghans lay; uhen, though the 
enemy had time to march out to meet the assailants, 
and to form themselves, they wei“e broken by the vigour 
of the charge, and pursued, with great keenness, to the 
very oat‘'kirts of Ibrdhhn’s camp. Six or seven ele- 
phants were taken, and some prisoners, several of whom 
were put to death, as before, to strike terror into the 
eneiny.f 

Being now near the royal camp, Baber made eveiy 
thing ready for the battle that was to decide the fate 
of India. To prevent the irruption of the enemy’s 
cavalry, he connected the gun-carriages by twisted 
bull-hides, instead of chains ; and, between every two 
guns, placed six or seven small movable breast-works J, 
behind which the matchlock-inen could load and fire 
their pieces in safety. lie halted five or six days to 
prepare this apparatus ; and called a council, in which 
it was agreed to advance as far as Panipat, a con- 
siderable town, at a convenient distance from the ri% er, 
which, in case of a general action, might be very ad- 
vantageously employed to cover one of the flanks of the 

* Chin-Taimur Sultan waa a ion + Baber, p. SOS. 
of the younger Khan of the Moghuls, j; The Tarikhe-Bedaum says, 
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army. Baber, therefore, moved forward two marches 
more, and occupied that town, near wliich the fate of 
India has so often been decided. Here he took up a 
strong position ; the town and suburbs on his right, 
his centre secured by his cannon and the breast-works 
that had been prepared ; the left and various other points 
were covered by ditches, and by defences made of the 
boughs of treo.s. In his line, at the distance of every 
bow-shot, he left a passage large enough for a hundred 
or a liundred and fifty men to march out abreast. 

Great as Avas the confidence of Baber’s army in*their 
leader, apprehensions and alarm began to spread among 
them. They svere now two or three months’ inarch 
from their OAvn homes ; surrounded by a strange people, 
Avhese language they did not understand, and who did 
not uiiderstaucl theirs. They Avere comparatively feAV 
in number, and opposed to an army of a hundred 
thousand men, with nearly a thousand elephants. Sul- 
tan Ibrahim had in his possession the treasures of his 
father and grondfathcr, which, had he expended them 
liberally, might have brought into the field as many 
more. 15di)er acknowledges, however, that the enemies 
opposed to him here w^erc very different from those 
veterans Avith Avhom he had had to contend in the north; 
and that Ibrahim AA'^as not only avaricious, but “ an 
inexpevicneed young man, negligent in all his move- 
ments, Avlio inarched AAuthout order, halted or retired 
Avithoiit plan, and engaged in battle AAnthout foresight.”* 

The Tiirki AA-arriors had greatly the advantage of 
their enemies, not only in experience, but in reputation 
and self-confidcnce. During the seven or eight dajs 
that the army remained at Panijiat, a small party of 
the Kmperor’s troops, encouraged by the inactivity of 
the enemy, rode up to their very camp, and insulted 
them by shooting arrcAA's among them; in spite of 


* Baber, pp. SOi, 305. 
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which they remained immovable ; not even a sally was 
attempted. BAber was now prevailed upon to venture 
a night attack ; which, against armies of that descrip- 
tion, is so often effective. lie sent four or five thousand 
men on this service, under able leaders. But, through 
some mistake, at the time of setting out, they fell into 
confusion, and did not get on well. The day had begun 
to daAvn when they reached the enemy’s camp ; and 
then, instead of retiring at once, they imprudently lin- 
gered on till it was broad daylight ; when the enemy 
beat.their kettle-drums and issued out in force to assail 
tliem. In spite, however, of the cloud of troops that 
hung on their rear in the pursuit, Ilumayun having 
been sent two or three miles forward to cover their 
I’ctreat, and Baber drawing out the whole army ready 
for battle, they were enabled to i-etire without loss.* 
This appearance of success probably roused and elated 
the Sultan. Next morning, at early twilight, the pickets 
reported that the enemy was advancing in battle array. 
All in the imperial camp prepared for action. Baber 
assigned commanders to each division. On the right 
and left of the whole line, he stationed strong flanking 
parties of Moghuls, who were to be ready, when ordei’ed, 
at once to wheel round on the enemy and take them 
in the flank and rear, by the formidable charge of the 
Tidughmeh, the eflects of which Jio had liimsclf expe- 
rienced in eai’ly days on the banks of the Soghd.f 


" Baber, pp. S04,, 305. 

t Baber’s chief oiEcers at this 
time — at least such as weie in India 
— appear as commanders of the 
various parts of hia line. (^Mem. 
p. 306.) 

Bight ; — Khwaja Kflan, Sultan 
Muhammed Dnldai, Hindu Beg, 
Wali Khaztn, Fir Kuli Si&tdni. 

Left; ^luhammed Sultan Miiza, 
Mehdi Khwaja, Adel Sultan, Shah 
Mir Ilusein, Sultan Juneid Birlaa, 
Katlck Kadam, Jan Beg, Muhammed 


B-ikhshi, Shah Ilusein Bargi, Moghul 
Ghanchi 

Right Centre ; Chin Taimur 
Sullan, Muhammed Gokultash, Shah 
Mansur Biilus Yunis All, Derwish 
Muhammed Saiban, Abdalla Kitab- 
dar. 

Left Centre ; Mir AH Khalifa, 
staled Nizam-ed-din (the prime 
minister), Khnaj.a Mir-Miuin, 
Ahmedi Pcrwanclii, Teidi Beg, 
Kuch Beg, Molnb All Khdiita, 
MIrza Beg Teiklian. 
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When the approach of the Afghans was first de- 
scried, they appeared to be directing their attack against 
Baber’s riglit. He, therefore, immediately sent orders 
to the reserve to march to its support. From the very 
first, the enemy never halted for an instant, but came 
right on at a quick pace. On arriving near the lines, 
and observing the defences that had been prepared, and 
the order of the troops, they were seen to stand still 
for a moment, as if hesitating how to act. They could 
not halt, as fresh bodies were pressing on them behind ; 
yet they were unable to advance with the same speed 
as before. This occasioned some confusion or hesita- 
tion, of which Baber availed himself, by ordering the 
flankers on both extremes to wheel round and attack 
the enemy in rear, without loss of time ; and the right 
and left wings to charge in front, at the same moment. 
The Moghuls, accordingly, wheeled into the enemy’s 
rear, harassing them from behind with showers of 
arrows. Part of the Emperor’s left wing, that advanced 
before the rest, under Mehdi Khwdja, was roughly 
handled by the enemy ; but he supported it by a strong 
detachment from the centre, and the Afghans, in the 
end, were driven back. On the right, too, the battle 
was obstinately contested. Baber, meanwhile, ordered 
part of his centre to advance, and his artillery to open 
its fire, which was done ndth effect. The vast masses 
of the enemy were hemmed in, in front and rear, by 
the very inferior forces of the Tiirki army. They were 
plied on all sides with arrows and artillery ; and, though 
tliey made a few charges, attempting to break the ad- 
verse line, yet, in the end, they were huddled together 

Advance ; Khosrou Gokaltdsh, parently Moghuls). 

Muhamincd Ali Jeng-jeng. PJank of Left j Kara-kuzi, Abul 

Jleserve ; Abdal-azft (Mir Ak- Muhammed Nezeh-liaz, Sheikh Ali, 
hiir). Sheikh Jemal Barin, Melidi, Tengii- 

Flank of Right; AVali Kazil, kuli Jloghul. 

Malek Kaiim, Baba Kushkeh (ap- 
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on their centre, unable to advance or even to retire. 
Still, however, they fought bravely. The battle began 
in the morning, and lasted till noon, when the Afglidiis 
were thrown into inextricable confusion, and only 
thought of flight. The rest was mere pursuit and 
slaughter. The victors reckoned the number of slain, 
on the field of battle alone, at fifteen or sixteen thou- 
sand. Parties were sent out with orders to pursue the 
flying enemy as far as Agra ; and, in particular, to 
spare no exertions to take Ibrahim. That prince, how- 
ever* was found the same afternoon, stretched dead in 
the field ; having five or six thousand of the slain lying 
in heaps in a small space around him. His head was 
cut off, and presented to Bs'iber ; who, after visiting his 
pavilion and camp, passed the night beside a stream a 
little beyond it.* 

On the very day of the battle, the Emperor pushed 
forward two detachments, the one to Delhi, the other 
to Agra, both to prevent the plunder, and to secure 
the public treasure in these cities, lie himself followed, 
and reached Delhi on the third day after the battle ; 
where, on the Friday following, his name, as Emperor, 
was read in the public prayers at the Grand lilosque, 
by Sheikh Zein-ed-di'n, the Sadr or chief minister of re- 
ligion. Having made the different treasuries at Delhi 
be sealed up, he hastened on to Agra.f 

On arriving in that city, he found that the fort still 
held out ; though Humayun, who had been sent forward 

* The impression made on the of wailing and of terror were long 
Afghans hy this disaster must have heard by night on the field of battle, 
been very great. They long looked which was haunted. Abdal Kader, 
back with melancholy regret to the the autlior of the Tilrikhe Bedauni, 
ruin of their empire, and to the mentions (f. 1 iti.) having himself 
fate of Sultan Ibrahim, whom tliey beard tliem, while crosMiig it with 
regarded as a mat tyr; and, for many a party, who, filled with awe, re- 
years, continued to resort to his peated tlie holy name of God as a 
tomb as a place of pilgrimage, preservative, and passed on. 
Nisab-naraa-e Afgh. f, 81. Sounds f Baber's Mem. pp. 303 — 307. 
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for the purpose, hiul lilockaded it in such a Avay that, 
even had the tveasuvies been broken open, notliino’ 
could have been carried off. Bikerinajit, the liajah of 
GnallAr, had lately been compelled to surrender his 
principality to Ibrdlimi, after a long resistance; but 
had been called into his service, and had fought and 
tallen in his annv in the late battle. Ilis wives and 
children, with some of his chief followers, who were 
now in the fort of Agra, were seized in attempting to 
c‘5cape. Humityuii behaved generously to this ancient 
Hindu family, and prevented their being plundered. 
They, in I'cturii, had shown their gratitude, by making 
him a present of jewels and precious stones, among 
which was the celebrated diamond valued, by Tavei’- 
nier, a jeweller and a competent judge, at nearly 
880,000/. sterling.’”^ On Baber’s arrival, llumayun pre- 
sented it to his father, who returned it to him. The 
Emperor took up his residence in the palace of Sultan 
Ibriihhn.f 

B/iber now saw himself seated on the throne of Delhi, 
an object which had so long inflamed his ambition. 
Ever since the conquest of Kabul, two-and -twenty 
years belbre, he had never lost sight of it ; and, in the 
course of the last seven or eight years, he had entered 
India five times at the head of an army, in furtherance 
of tliis, his favourite object. In the earlier portion of 
his residence at Kabul, his vicAvs had been thwarted, 


** It weighed 8 mii>).a1s, or about 
320 latis. Td\einier sajs, tliat 
when rouff/i it weiglied 007 ratis, or 
79? caiats; wdicii cut 319i >atis 
01 27.0 caiats; and was worth 
H, 723, 27 s lines; which, taking 
the line of the time at IFd., would 
make about 879324 .57. sterling. (Tra- 
vels in India, pp. 148,143 ; English 
tiansl.) It had belonged to Sultan 
AU-cd-di'n Khilji, of Malwa. Ta- 


vernier remarks, that the apparently 
trifling fraction, .j®, adds upwards of 
3,5347. to the piice of the diamond. 

t Baber’s Mem. p. 308. Busy 
as Baber was with the concerns of 
kingdoms, he found time, with his 
usual activity, to visit the tombs of 
the saints and holy men in the 
vicinity of the city, as well as all 
the public buildings. 
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sometimes bj the turbulence of his Amirs, sometimes chap. r. 
by tlie cabals of his brothers. As soon as these obsta- ^ „ uge, 
cles •were removed, he had bent the whole powers of 
his mind to accomplish it. With just pride he remarks, 
that two foreign princes, besides himself, had conquered 
India, Sultan Jilahmiid of Ghazni, and Sultan Shehab- 
ed-diu Ghiiri * ; but that he considered his own exjiloit 
as far surpassing either of theirs. That the former, a 
very powerful monarch, not only tilled the throne of 
Ghazni, but that of Khordsan ; and had the princes of 
Khviarazin subject to him, as well as the King of Sa- 
markand ; and had an army of between one and two 
hundred thousand men. While, as to Sultan Shehdb- 
ed-din Ghiiri, though not himself sovereign of Khora- 
sdn, 3'et his cider brother was ; and he himself is said, 
on one occasion, to have marched into India at the head 
of an hundred and twenty thousand cataphrnct horse. 

His enemies, too, were only petty Rais and Rajas ; no 
single king governed Hindustan. That he, Baber, on 
the contrary, possessed only Badakhshtin, Kundnz, Kd- 
bul, and Kandahdr, countries which hai’dly supported 
themselves; and, though threatened by the Uzbeks on 
the north, who could bring into the field an hundred 
thousand brave soldiers, he had ventured, followed by 
only twelve thousand men, to attack Sultan Ibniln'm, 
the monarch of all Hindustan from Bln'ra to Behar, who 
had resources enough to have brought into the field 
five hnndi’ed thousand men, and had actually with him 
an army of an hundred thousand men, with a thousand 
elephants. “In consideration of my reliance on Divine 
aid,” says the pious prince, “ the Most High God did 
not suffer the distress and hardships that I had under- 
gone to be thrown away, but defeated my formidable 
enemyq and made me conqueror of the noble country of 

This, as formerly observed, is ed-dfn Muhammed Ghuri, 
the prince by Ferishta called Moiz- 
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Hindustan. This success I do not ascribe to my own 
strength, nor did this good fortune flow from my own 
etforts, but from the fountain of the favour and mercy 
of God.” * 

He now proceeded to examine and divide the spoil, 
which would appear to have been immense. To liu- 
nniyun he gave about seventy laks, in money ; besides 
a palace, with all that it contained, of which no inven- 
tory had been taken. To several of his chief Amirs he 
presented sums of ten, eight, seven, and six laksf, ac- 
cording to tlieir respective merits or claims. On every 
fighting man in his army, Afghan, HazAra, Arab or 
Bidiich, he bestowed gratuities from the treasury. Nor 
were even the traders and men of letters, who had ac- 
companied the camp, forgotten ; all shared his bounty. 
Besides this, his sons and relations, even though not 
Avith the army, had magnificent presents, in gold and 
silver, jewels, rich cloths, and captive slaves, assigned 
to them. Nor Avere his friends in Samarkand, Kho- 
rasan, Kdshghar, and Persia, forgotten. Rich presents 
AA'cre sent to them ; Avhich, while they Avere recciA’cd 
Aiith delight, spread the fame of the conqueror over 
those distant lands. The holy men of Khorasan and 
Samarkand, and the shrines of Mekka and Medina, par- 
ticipated in his prosperity. Finally, to every person 
in tlie country of Ivdbul, male or female, slave or free, 
young or old, he sent a shahrukhi, as a gift ; to excite 
emulation, and perhap.s to assist in recruiting his armv. 
This magnificent distribution of the accumulated Avealth 
of the Lodi kings, iii Avhich Baber seemed to retain no- 
thing for himself, is said to have made him be fami- 
liarly called the Kalendar, from the name of that class 

* Afem. pp, 30g, 310. and the smaller ones, S.IOOt, 

t The amount of these sums is 6,4801.. 5,670t, and 4,860/. re- 
doubtful. See Appendix E. It is spectively ; very large sums for the 
probable, however, that the donation age. 
to Huirajun was about 56,700/.; 
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of religious mendicants who devoted themselves to vo- 
luntary poverty.* 

At the time of Baber’s conquest of Delhi, the political 
state of India was consid(!rably different from Avhat it 
has been in later ages. Besides the kingdom of Delhi, 
which reached from the Salt range and the mountains 
of Kashmir to Behar, and from Gualidr to the Himd- 
layas, — there were three kings and one Raja, north of 
the Nerbdda, who had very extensive power. The 
kingdom of Judninir (distinguished as the Sherki or 
Eastera, from its comprising the countries beyond the 
Ganges to the East of Delhi,) had indeed been subdued 
by the I.odis, though it Avas at this time in a state of 
revolt, under a king of its oavb ; but Bengal, Gujrdt, and 
]\I{Uwa Avere three formidable and independent king- 
doms, governed respectively at this period by Nasvet 
Shah, Sekander Shah, and Sultan Mahmiid. This last 
kingdom, that of WdlAva, had latterly been on the de- 
cline. The Raja A\'as Rdna Sangaf, the brave and able 
prince of the Rdjpilt principality of Cheitiir ; Avho, 
taking advantage of the civil wars in Mdlwa, had 
added to his hereditary dominions several of its pro- 
vinces, such as Rantbor, Chdnderi, and others ; and was 
daily increasing in poAver. The princes to the south of 
the Nerbdda Avcrc altogether independent of Delhi. 

But, though Baber had been victorious in the field, 
and was in possession of the tAvo great capitals of the 
kingdom, it soon appeared that his situation, far from 
being one of safety or ease, Avas surrounded Avith dif- 
ficulty and danger. He and his army were strangers 

* Mem, p. 334. ; Briggs’s Fer- I gave this Prince the name of 
ishta, vol. ii. p. 49. note. For the Sanka. I willingly adopt the cor- 
amount of Baher's revenues, see rection of Colonel Tod, whose iiiti- 
Appendix D, p. 540. ; and, for the mate acquaintance with ll.ajput 
value of his money of account, see history and the Rajputs, makes him 
Appendix E, p. 543. an authority on such a subject. See 

t In the translation of Baber’s Annals of Rajasthan, vol. ii. p. 23, 
Memoirs, following former wiiters, and elsewhere. 
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i.> 2 c like soon manifested itself between his soldiers and the 
inhabitants of Agra, his head-quarters. The peasantry, 
as well as the lighting men of the countiy, shunned and 
fled from his followers. The north ol India, at the 
time of Baber’s conquest, still retained much of its ori- 
ginal Hindu organisation; its system of village and dis- 
trict administration and government ; its division into 
numerous little chieftainships, or petty local goveni- 
ments ; and, in political revolutions, the people looked 
much moi-e to their own immediate rulers, thap to the 
prince Avho governed in the capital. Except at Delhi 
and Agra, the inhabitants everywhere fortilied their 
towns, and prepared to resist. l ^Thc invas ion was re- 
garded as a temporaiy inundation, that would speedily 
pas^ off./ Every man in authority raised troops, and 
himself in a condition to act Those who held de- 
nsiimt legated authority or jagir.s, being generally Afghdns, 
■were consequently hostile to the new state of things. 
They soon came to an understanding among them- 
selves, and took measures for mutual co-operation. Raja 
Hasan Khan of Mewat, in the neighbourhood of Agra, 
was the grand instigator of the opposition ; Avhich Avas 
AVc.1' supported by Nizam Khan, in Biana ; Muhammed Zei- 
tiin, in Dhulpiir; TatdrKhan Sarang-khani, in Gualiar; 
Ilusein Khan Lohani, in Raberi ; Kutb Khan, in Etdwa ; 
Alim Khan JiMl Khan Jighat, in Kalpi ; Kasim Sam- 
bhali, in Sambhal ; and Margluib, a slave, in Mahdwan, 
Avithin tAA-enty kos of Agra. Indeed, all of these chiefs 
Avere immediately ai’ound Agra, or close upon its bor- 
ders. They looked for aid from Rana Sanga, the power- 
ful chief of Cheitur ; who, on his part, laid claim to a 
great part of the right bank of the Jamna. These 
Western Afghdns AA'ished to place Sultan Mahmiid 
Lodi, a brother of the late Sultan Ibrdlnm, on the 
throne of Delhi ; and so to preserve the Afghdn and 
the Lodi dynasty. 
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In the Eastern provinces of Juan])iir and Oud, the 
opposition presented even a more regular form. There, 
the confederacy of Afjlidn chiefs, who had been in open 
rebellion against Ibrahhn for two years before his death, 
still continued. The revolt was originally headed bjf 
Nasir Khan Lohani, Maaruf Ferinuli, and others. The 
insurgents, we have seen, had elected Baber Khan Lo- 
hani, the son of Deria Khan of Behar, for their king; 
and proc-laimed him, under the name of Sultan Muham- 
med Shah. They now po.ssessed, not only Behar, but 
nearly the whole territories of the old Sherki monarchy, 
especially the country on the left bank of the Ganges ; 
and had even crossed to the right bank of the river, 
and taken liossession of Kanauj, and advanced into the 
DoAb. Sultan Ibrahim had sent an army, under Mus- 
tafa Fernuili and Firiiz Khan Sarang-khani, to reduce 
the rebels to obedience. Mustafa had met the revolted 
chiefs, and defeated them in some well -con tested actions. 
On his death, which occurred some time before the de- 
feat of Sultan Ibrdhiin, he was succeeded in the com- 
mand by Sheikh Bayezid, his younger brother. The 
army under his orders was formidable ; and it was 
naturally to be expected, that, changed as circumstances 
noAV were, the two armies opposed to each other in the 
field, being both Afghans, would lay aside their mutual 
animosities, and, animated by national feelings, unite to 
expel Baber, the common enemy. 

It was clear that the Afghdn chiefs, who till now 
had ruled with nearly unlimited authority both in 
Delhi and Behar, must be ruined if Baber settled in 
Hindustan. They, therefore, stirred up, with great 
success, the apprehensions of the natives, whether 
Musulman or Hindu, by the most false and groundless 
reports. The people of the country were told, that 
they had every thing to dread from their barbarous 
invaders ; that they would be robbed of their property ; 
that th§ir wives and children would be dishonoured ; 
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their temples profaned or destroyed. BAber and his 
army had reached Agra in May, in that climate the 
hottest season of the year. The inhabitants, in terror, 
fled before them, and abandoned their dwellings, so 
that no grain or provender could be procured for man 
or beast. The villagers fled to the waste, and infested 
the highways, plundering and robbing on every side. 
The roads became impassable. Baber’s force was so 
small that he was unable to send out detachments 
sufficient to protect the different districts. To add to 
these difficulties, the heats that year happened to be 
uncommonly intense, so that many of his men, who 
were from more temperate climates, unaccustomed to 
the burning sun of India, dropped down and died on 
the spot. 

The pressure of so many evils began to spread dis- 
content even among BAber’s best officers. Some lost 
heart, and many resolved to return. Murmurs I’ose on 
every hand. Even KhwAja KilAn was impatient to 
go back. Amir KhwAja Kilan was no common man. 
He was the son of MonlAna Muhammed Sadr, who had 
been one of the most eminent counsellors of BAber’s 
father, both in the religious and civil affairs of his 
kingdom of Ferghana. After BAber’s accession he had 
continued to the son the same attachment he had 
shown to the father, and fell a sacrifice to his loyalty. 
The whole family had followed their young prince 
from his early days through every reverse of fortune. 
Six brothers had fallen by the Emperor’s side in his 
various wars, and KhwAja KilAn alone survived. He Avas 
a learned man, a hardy veteran, a distinguished general, 
and a wise counsellor.* The Emperor had owed much 
to his vigour in the recent conquest of HindustAn, and 
was sincerely attached to him as a private friend. 
Baber’s situation ivas become peculiarly distressing. 
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He had gained the long-cherished object of his am- 
bition, which had floated before his eyes ever since the 
tales of his old hostess of Dehkat had fired his youthful 
imagination ; and, now that it w’as in his possession, 
he was on the point of being compelled to let it slip 
from his grasp. 

He called a council of his nobles, and addressed them 
on the present posture of liis affairs. He told thezn, 
that after long years of toil, after many a weary march 
and many a bloody field, they had at last gloriously 
vanquisjlied every difficulty, and were the masters of 
numerous rich and extensive provinces ; that they 
never could expect that what was gained with toil 
was to be preserved by indolence ; and that, to^ abandon 
their conquests and fly, though victorious, with every 
symptom of rout and discomfitui'e, from the scene of 
their glory, would brand them, in the eyes of all man- 
kind, as mean and dastardly. “ Let no such proposal,” 
he added, “ come from any friend of mine. But if among 
you there be found any one who does not wish to remain 
Avith me, let him depart ; he has my full permission.” 
Tlie Emperor’s address touched their point of honour. 
Even such as Avere most eager to return Avere ashamed 
to avail themselves of his offer. All declared their 
willingness to stand by him. Baber, however, who 
saAV that his friend KhAA’dja Kildn sufl’ored, and believed 
that even the supposition of discontent in a man of his 
Avcight might have an unfavourable influence upon the 
troops, bestoAA'^ed on him the government of Gliazui, 
Gurdiz, and the Masaihli Afghdns, to Avhich he added 
a valuable estate in India ; and, appointing him to 
guard the presents which he AA'as sending to Kabul and 
his more distant dominions, dismissed him Avith every 
mark of honour and regard ; after Avhich, he applied 
himself to support the spirit of his folloAvers, by active 
employment and by new succcbscs.'*’ 

’ Bdber’b Mem. pp. 333, 336. 
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lie was speedily rewarded for his heroic firmness. 
It was no sooner known that his invasion wa.s not to 
be a temporary inroad, like those of Mahiniid of Ghazni 
and the great Taimur, but that he was to remain per- 
manently in the country, and to govern it on the spot, 
than new fears and new hopes began to operate, both 
on the natives and the AfghAns. His generous'policy, 
his m.anly deportment, and known valour, inspired his 
friends with confidence, and struck terror into his 
enemies. The consequence was soon visible. His af- 
fairs began to brighten. Sheikh Kuren, an Afghan 
officer*, joined him, with two or three thousand Ter- 
kish-bend followers from Kol, in the Doab. Two sons 
of Ali Khan Fennuli were accidentallj’' taken, between 
Delhi and Agra, in a skirmish. Baber sent one of 
them back to their father, which led to that nobleman’s 
now submitting and waiting on the Emperor, by whom 
lie was graciously received. But a more important 
accession of strength speedily followed, when he was 
acknowledged by the Afghan army of Sultan Ilirdhi'm, 
which, under Slieikh B.ayezi'd Fermnli and Firiiz Khan, 
had been successfully employed, as already mentioned, 
against Sultan Muhammed Shah, of Beliar, and the 
revolted chiefs of the East.f Both Bayezid Fermnli 
and Firiiz Khan now submitted to Btiber, who bestowed 
on them, and the leading officers of their army, large 
assignments, chiefly in Juaiqnir and Oudh, out of the 
revenues of the territories that were still in the hands 
of the insurgents, to whom they were opposed. This 
event added much to the security of Baber’s govern- 
ment. J 


* Second in music to none, says 
the Tarikhe-llcdauni. 

t Baber calls the Judtjpur pro- 
vinces indiscriminately Sherki and 
Pui-abi. Indeed, Sherk and Purab 
are only the Persian or Arabic and 
Hindu names for the East. They 
aie, therefore, equally applicable to 


that country and to Bengal ; though 
historians seem generally to apply 
Sherki, the Musulman term, to 
Juaiipiir and Behar ; and Purabi, 
the Hindu form, to the Bengal 
kingdom. 

X Baber's Memoirs, p. 337. I 
in.iy here take an opportunity of 
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Baber’s first active operation, in the field, was to 
dispatch a force to the relief of Sambhal, a district 
lying beyond the Ganges, in what is now called lldhil- 
kand. It was held by Kasim Sambhali, who had for- 
merly shown himself hostile to Baber, but was glad to 
solieit his aid, when, at this time, besieged in his chief 
town, by ]\Ialek Baban Jilwani. This powerful and 
active Afghan chief had, as we have seen, joined Baber 
after he had passed Sirhiiid, bnt subsequently left him, 
under circumstances which arc Jiot mentioned ; but 
he probably was not satisfied with his reception, as 
Baber complains, with bitterness, of his presumption 
and pretensions, and of the rudeness and stupid for- 
wardness of the Afghdns in general. However that may 
be, Baban had withdrawn himself from Babei’’s camp, 
had collected an army, and now besieged Kasim in 
Sambhal, which he had discovered was ill-garrisoued. 
Kasim, reduced to the last extremity, apjdied to Bdber 
for assistance. The Emperor dispatched Hindi'i Beg, 
with a body of Tiirks and Moghuls, along with Sheikh 
Kuren and his Hodb Terkish-bends, to his succour. 
Hindu Beg marched with all possible expedition till he 
reached the Ganges ; and, while busily employed in 
conveying his other troops aci'oss that river, sent on in 
advance a Moghul ofiiccr with a body of his countrymen. 
Thougli the party did not exceed a hundred and fifty 
men, they rode forward till they reached the town, and 
such was the superiority which the invaders from the 


correcting wliat seems to be a misl.ike 
ill the tian'.ldtion of Baber’s Me- 
moirs, p. 337. The assignment 
there made to Mahmud Khan, the 
third in command, following the 
two copies of the original which I 
jiossesseil, was only nine lacs, thirty- 
five thousand. In the Persian 
translation of a portion of the Me- 
moirs already referred to, the as- 
signments are stated as under, and 


apparently more correctly : — " 'I’o 
Firuz Khan, one kreir, forty-six 
lak, and five thousand tankas, from 
Juanpur ; to Bayezid, one krdr, 
forty-eight laks, and fifty thousand 
tankas, from Ourl ; to Mahmud 
Khan, ninety laks, thirty thousand 
tankas, fiom Ghazipur ; and to 
Kazi Jia, twenty laks.” Here, it 
will be observed, the computation is 
by tankas. 
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aTTT^c. Moghuls had no sooner got between the town and 
the besiegers than they resolutely turned and charged 
them, though already the alarm had been given, and 
Baban had had time to draw out his force. The attack 
was so vigorous, and probably the panic produced by 
the expected approach of the rest of the detachment 
so great, that Babau’s whole army was routed and 
dispersed, several eleiihants taken, and a number of 
sK'g” Pleads brought in. Next day Hindii Beg arrived Avith 
the rest of the troops, and had an intervieAy Avith 
Kdsim Sambhali, Avho made some difficulty about giving 
up the place. He had asked for succour, not for a 
but seize? master or successor. He was soon, hoAvever, seized 

tae pidce. , ^ 

by stratagem, and the fort itself taken possession of 
Ilis family and folloAvers were allowed to retire to 
Biilna.* 

Bibeu BAber’s success did not end here. The fortress of 
Btiberi on the Jamna, was soon after abandoned by 
its garrison, and occupied by his troops ; and he sent 
detachments to besiege Effiiva and Dhiilpxir, tAVo places 
of the greatest importance, from their vicinity to Agra. 
B.'in.iSanga McanAvliilc, Ilfiua Sunga, the victorious chief of 
K.mVbi5r. Cheitiir, and the most poAverful and Avarlike prince of 
the West, had advanced from Rantbdr, and taken the 
strong hill-fort of Kandar from Hasan Makan, Avho had 
applied to Bdber for assistance ; though pi’obably not 
till he saAV that he possessed no means, in his own re- 
sources, of making a successful defence. The Rajput 
chief had exactly the same views Avith Bdber, — to make 
the most of the ruin of the Afghdn monarchy. 

Council The events that have been mentioned took place 
during the rainy monsoon, Avhich Avas noAV nearly over, 
and the season for action in the field was at hand. 
Baber, therefore, held a grand council, to decide whicli 


* Baber’s Mem., pp. 338, SSQ. 
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way he should turn his anus. On the west, Rana 
Sanga was fast advancing the limits of his already ex- 
tensive dominions. On the east, the confedersyte Af- 
ghan chiefs, who acknowledged Sultan Muhammed of 
BeliAr, — after recovering the country beyond the 
Ganges and occupying Kanauj, — led by Niisir Xhan 
Lohani, and Maardf Fermuli, had made two or three 
mai’clies within the Dodb, with forty or fifty thousand 
men. As the Eastern, or Sherki, confederates were the 
enemy not only nearest at hand, but, from their con- 
nection with the country, most to be dreaded, it was 
agreecl that the first attack should be directed against 
them. The Emperor’s Amirs recommended that he 
should himself remain at Agra, to superintend the 
general system of affairs, while he sent his son Humd- 
yun, at the head of an army, to meet the advancing 
enemy. This arrangement was agreed to, and Bdber, 
fully aware that, if he was successful in the field, the 
various forts that now held out would rapidly fall, re- 
called the troops that he had sent to invest Etdwa and 
Dlnilpfir — a force chiefly composed of the followers of 
Sheikh Bayezid, Firdz Khan, and the other Afglidn 
chiefs, who had lately been opposed to the very army 
against which they were once more to march, — and 
ordered them to join Humayun at head-quarters, at 
Chandwdr on the Jamna. 

The young prince, having collected his forces, and 
being attended by Mehdi Khwdja and Muhammed 
Sultan Mfrza, marched straight against the enemy; 
who, under Nd,sir Khan and Maanif, instead of ad- 
vancing on Agra, seem to have marched down the 
Do4b to Jajmou. When he had arrived within twenty 
miles of them, he sent out parties to ascertain their 
position ; intending to beat up their quarters by a sud- 
den attack. But he could get no accurate account of 
their movements ; and the Afghdn army, on discovering 
his approach, broke up ; and, retreating in disorder, re- 
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crossed tlie Ganges. Humdyun, upon this, advanced 
and occupied the ground they had left. As he pro- 
ceeded to Dihnou, farther down, he was met by Fateh 
Khan Sirwsini (the son of the late Azim Humdyun, 
and who had been the minister, first of the unfortunate 
Jildl Khan, and afterwards of the late Sultan Ibrfihim,) 
who tendered his submission. This was an important 
acquisition, as he was a nobleman who had a perfect 
knowledge of the state of parties, as well as great per- 
sonal influence. He was, therefore, sent without delay 
to attend the Emperor. Baber, highly pleased with his 
submission, confirmed him in aU the estates that had 
been held by his father, and made considerable [addi- 
tions to them. He also seems to have borne the title 
of Azim Humliyun ; but, as the Emperor did not mean 
that that style should in future belong to any one but 
his own son, he honoured Fateh Khan with the title of 
Khan-Jehdn.* 

Humdyun, after putting to flight the Afghdn army, 
crossed the Ganges and took possession of Judnpiir. 
lie next marched to Ghdzipiir, intending to attack 
Ndsir Khan’s army, which had retired into that neigh- 
bourhood. But the Afghdns, on his approach, retired 
behind the Gogra, as it would appear, into the territory 
of Bengal ; and a detachment that he sent to pursue 
them returned, after plundering the country of Kherid 
and Behar. Having thus expelled them from the Judn- 
piir territory, he left Shah Mir Husein f , in the city of 
Judnpiir, supported by Sultan Juneid Birlas with some 
of his best troops; and Sheikh Bayezid in Oud, with 
every means of maintaining the country ; and then, in 

* Babers Mem. pp. 342, 343. (the magnificently propitious), EJian- 
Khan-JehSn signifies Lord of the Jelian, and Khan-Khanto (Lord of 
World. Baber remarks, p. 344, Lords). Baber and his successors 
that it was the custom of the kings continued the practice, 
of Hindustan to bestow on the + The Tabakati Akberi, f. 142., 
Amirs in highest favour high-sound- and Tarikhe Bedauni f. 137., call 
ing titles ; such as Azim Humayun him Khwaja Amir Shah Hasan. 
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compliance with orders which he received from his 
father, recrossed into the Dodb ; and marching back by 
Kalpi, of which he gained possession by the submission 
of Alim Khan, rejoined the Emperor at Agra, bringing 
Alim Khan along with him.* 

When Bdber, after despatching Humayun to the 
eastward, remained behind in Agra, he was not idle. 
He devoted his chief attention to restoring the finances, 
and the military resources of the kingdom, to a healthy 
state. Influenced, not merely by his taste for all the 
fine arts, but by an earnest desire to reassure the 
minds and to confirm the confidence of his new sub- 
jects, he began to build a palace, and to lay out a 
garden, on the left bank of the Jamna, opposite to 
Agra ; and encouraged his chief nobility to imitate his 
example. These improvements soon grew into the fine 
suburb which got the name of Kdbul. But such peace- 
ful occupations, much as he always delighted in them, 
did not absorb his attention. He was justly alarmed 
at the progress of Rana Sdnga ; who was in active cor- 
respondence with Hasan Khan Mewdti, the chief of the 
Afghdn confederacy of the West; and had acknow- 
ledged as King of Delhi, Sultan Mahmxid, the brother 
of the late Sultan Ibrahim, whom the western Afghdns 
had proclaimed King, after his brother’s death. Baber, 
therefore, sent orders to Humayun to lose no time in 
returning to Agra with the bulk of his troops, as soon 
as he had settled Judnpdr, and the eastern provinces. 
Before his return, however, Bdber despatched a small 
expedition against Bidna, which was held by Nizdm 
Khan, who refused to acknowledge him. From its 
vicinity to Agra, from its position between that town 
and the Bdjptits, and from its strength, Bidna was a 
place of the utmost consequence. Desirous to gain 
possession of it, he sent a force under Terdi Beg, ac- 


* Babel’s Mem. pp. 342 — 44. ; Tabakati Akberi, f. J42. 

• O G 2 


CHAP. I. 


A. H. 933, 
A.D. 1627. 
Bejoins 
B£ber, 
Rebi II. 3. 
Jan, 6. 
B3ber 
builds a 
palace. 


The Sana's 
progress ; 


Ham£yun 
recalled. 
Sefer 22, 
A.D. 1526. 
Nov. 28. 

Expedition 

against 

Biina, 



452 


HISTOST OF INDIA. 


BOOK irr. 

tk.T) IjiO 


tdiB 


lut Buaa 
surrcndcif, 


cornpaiiiod by some chosen officers ; and instructed him 
to invite the garrison, by every assurance of indemnity 
and favour, to yield the place ; but, if his efforts were 
fruitlcfeS, tlien he was to plunder and lay waste the 
whole country around, and to do all in his power to 
reduce those who held the fortress to the last ex- 
tremity. 

At this time, Alim Khan of Tehenger, an elder 
brother of Nizam Ivhan, the chief of Biana, offered to 
Bii))er to procure the surrender of the place, if he were 
entrusted with the direction of the troops sent against 
it. As he was possessed of a considerable jagir in the 
neighbourhood, had great local knowledge, and pro- 
fessed to he in correspondence with officers in the fort, 
Baber ted of his services. “ Though the men of 
Hindustan,” says Baber, “ arc often brave swordsmen, 
yet they are extremely ignorant of the art of war, and 
of the disposition and conduct of troops as command- 
ers.” ..Mim seems to have been a man of this descrip- 
tion. He would listen to nobodj' ; and, in spite of the 
remonstrances of Baber’s veteran officers, carried the 
detachment close up to the walls of Biana. The whole 
force did not consist of more than two or three hundred 
Turks, and two thousand men of Hindustan and other 
countries. Niziiin Khan had, within the place, a gar- 
rison of above four thousand cavalry and ten thousand 
foot, composed of Afghans and others. Taking advan- 
tage of the error which Alim Khan had committed, he 
made a sally with his whole troops, charged him and 
his detachment furiously, threw them into confusion at 
the first onset, and pursued them in their retreat. 
Alim Khan himself was taken prisoner. But it was 
not long before the advance of Kana Sanga from Eant- 
bdr, showed Nizdm Khan that he must choose between 
two masters. He prefeiTed the Musulman Baber, to 
whom the important fortress of Bidna was soon after 
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surrendered*, Nizdm Khan being provided for by a 
jdgir in the Dodb. And, about the same time, Mu- 
hammed Zeitun was induced, fi’om similar motives, to 
surrender Dhiilptir; which lies on the Chambal, be- 
tween Agra and Gualidr, and which Baber converted 
into an imperial domain. f 

But his good-fortune did not terminate here. The 
impregnable hill-fort of Gualidr has always been held 
by the natives of India to be of the greatest conse- 
quence. Tdtdr Khan Sarangkhdni, — who held it, — 
though he had repeatedly conveyed to Bdber profes- 
sions of his attachment and submission, had always 
refused to admit the imperial troops into his territories. 
After Bana Sdnga had taken Kduddr, and when he 
Avas advancing to Bidna, the hopes of the Hindus 
being revived, Baja Mankat Bdi, who was of the an- 
cient race of the hereditary Bajas of Gualidr, Khan 
Jehdn Banddli, and other Hindu chiefs, entered the 
province, the inhabitants of which they attempted 
to raise in support of their claims ; so that they might 
expel the Musulman intruders, and recover possession 
of the fortress. Tdtdr Khan, finding himself hard 
pushed, and of two evils, wishing rather to submit to a 
Musulman, though an enemy to his race, than to a 
Pagan, the enemy of his religion, wrote once more to 
Bdber with his usual professions, offering to give up 
the place. In consequence of the numerous demands 
for troops in different quarters, and the small number 
of which his army was composed, Bdber happened at 
this time to have none of his superior Begs or more con- 
fidential servants near him. Eager, however, to avail 
himself of so favourable an opportunity, he dispatched 
Rahimddd, one of his adherents, with a party of Bhira 
and Ldhdr men, to his assistance, with Sheikh Kuren 

* The Tabak&ti Akheri says, fay ciples in that age (f. 141.). 
the intervention of Syed Rafia-ed- f Baber's Mem., f. 345. ; Tabs- 
din, a holy man nho had many dis- kati Akheri, f. 141, 142. 
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and some Afghdns ; who, on reaching Gualldr, found 
that Tdtdr Khan would not admit them into the fort.* 
There lived at this time in the place, one Sheikh 
Muhammed Ghiis, a Derwish, celebrated for his sanc- 
tity, who had a number of disciples and adherents. 
This man sent a private message to Rahimddd, to advise 
him to’ get into the fort, no matter how, and then 
to watch events ; for, that Tdtdr Khan had changed his 
mind, and did not intend to give up the place. In 
compliance with this suggestion Rahimddd, affecting a 
dread of being attacked by the common enemy/.- who 
hovered around, begged that he himself, with a few of 
his immediate servants, might be admitted into the 
fort ; and that his troops should be suffered to lie close 
under the walls for security. This was imprudently 
allowed. He next got permission to have certain of his 
followers stationed at the gate, along with Tatdr’s 
guard, to prevent quarrels and to point out who really 
were his servants, that they might be permitted to 
come and go without interruption. That same night, 
so many men were introduced, that Tdtdr Khan, seeing 
himself entirely in their power, gave up the fort and 
repaired to Agra ; where Bdber assigned him a different 
district as a provision for his support, f 


* The Tabakati Akberi calls him 
Khwiija Rabimdad. It calls the 
Derwish, Sheikh IVIuhamraed Ghaz- 
ali Ghus. 

t Baber’s Mem. pp. 345, 346. ; 
Briggs’s Ferishta, vol, ii.pp. 51, 52. 
Ferifehta and Khafi Khan add 
several circumstances to the details 
of this stratagem; but the simple 
account is contained in Baber's 
Commentaries, from which all bor- 
row. Baber’s account of the covered 
doolies, said to contain women, by 
which armed men were introduced 
into the fort, does not suit a hasty 
expedition like Rahimdad's, on 
which ladies never go. The author 


of the Tabakati Akberi (f. 142.), 
who seems to have been well ac- 
quainted with the holy man's cha- 
racter, relates, that Sheikh Muham- 
med, being thoroughly versed in 
the science of the attributes and 
mysterious names of God, offered to 
utter a prayer in one of these names 
for the taking of the castle, which 
he doubted not would find accept- 
ance; an offer diat was gladly 
accepted. This is probably true, 
being quite in accordance with the 
mixture of superstition and artifice 
that characterises many of these 
Musulman saints. See also Tarikhi 
Bedauni, f. 137, 
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About this time the Emperor had a narrow escape 
from a dangerous attempt upon his life. It happened 
that, when the late King’s establishment was broken up, 
Bdber had retained in his service four out of the nu- 
merous cooks of Sultan Ibrdhim, for the purpose of 
preparing such dishes as were peculiar to the country. 
This had reached the ears of Ibrdhim’s mother, to 
whom Bdber had assigned an estate for her maintenance. 
She sent for one Ahmed, who had been her son’s taster, 
or bekdwal ; and, communicating with him through a 
female slave, gained him over, and sent him some poison 
folded up in a paper. Ahmed, by the promise of great 
rewards, seduced one of the cooks, who had formerly 
been under him ; delivered to him the poison ; and 
instructed him to sprinkle it on some part of the food 
sent up to the Emperor. The cook, being watched by 
the tasters who attend for that purpose in the imperial 
kitchen, was not able to throw it into the cooking-pots; 
but, whUe dishing the meat, contrived unperceived to 
scatter a portion of it over some slices of bread on 
which the different meats were to be placed. Half of 
it, in the hurry, fortunately fell into the fire. On this 
bread he placed some meats fried in butter. The 
Emperor ate a piece of hare, and a good deal of fried 
carrot, without being sensible of any disagreeable taste. 
He next ate a morsel or two of smoked meat, and felt 
nausea. He thought little of it, at first ; but by-and- 
by was seized with a violent retching, while the tray 
was still before him ; and the usual effects of sickness fol- 
lowed. Never before having been sick after eating, nor 
even after the deep drinking bouts, in which the gaiety 
of his character had so often led him to indulge, the 
circumstance excited his suspicions. The cooks were 
placed in custody, and some of the meat was given to 
a dog, which swelled and became much distressed. 
Two young men, who had eaten part of the food, were 
also violently affected. An examination of the cooks 

• G a 4 


CHAP. T. 


A. s. 1526. 
Attempt on 
Btibcr^a 
life. 



456 


HISTORY OB' INDIA. 


BOOR UI. 
A.n. 1526. 


Multin 

bubmits. 


A.H 931. 
A.D. 1525. 


A. II. 932, 
A. II. 1)26. 


The Uzbeks 

invade 

Kbpratln. 


ensued, followed by that of the other persons con- 
cerned, when the whole conspiracy was brought to 
light. The guilty were subjected to the cruel punish- 
ments which even in polished times have continued to 
be inflicted on such crimes. The bekawal was hewn 
in pieces ; the cook flayed alive ; of two female slaves 
who were implicated, one was shot, another was 
trampled to death by an elephant. With the necessary 
medical assistance, Bdber, in a short time, was restored 
to health. The guilty queen was placed under cus- 
tody, and her property confiscated.* 

Hardly twelve months had passed since Bdber en- 
tered India, and only eight since the defeat of Sultan 
Ibrdhun, yet the Emperor’s sway now extended from 
Attok to Behdr ; and, from Kalpi and Gualidr, to the 
mountains of Himdla. It was about this time, too, as 
is elsewhere mentioned, that Multan was added to his 
empire. When, on a previous occasion, he invaded the 
Penjab, he had encouraged Shah Hasan Arghiin, who 
was then in possession of Bheker, to attack that pro- 
vince. This he willingly did ; ravaged the country, 
and invested the capital. On this first occasion, the 
Arghiin retired, on getting a cession of that part of the 
Multan territory which lay below the Ghara. But 
having not long after renewed his invasion, he once 
more sat down before the city of Multdn ; which, after 
a siege of fifteen months, he took by storm and plun- 
dered. An end was thus put to the Langa dynasty 
in Multdn ; for, though Shah Hasan’s troops were 
afterwards expelled by an insurrection of the inhabi- 
tants, the country submitted to the Emperor, and was 
annexed to the empire of Delhi.f 

This important year was still farther distinguished 
by the operations of the Uzbeks against the Persians, 

• Baber’s Mem. pp. 347, 348. BiiggsV Ferishta, vol. ii. pp. 396. 

+ Tanlche Sind. f. 14.5—7.; 400, and 435, 436. 

Tdb.ikati Akberi, f. 140 — 142.; 
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both in Khorasdn and Balkh. That brave and hardy 
people had now had time to recover from the alarm 
occasioned by their defeat near Merv ; and the death 
of Shah Ismael, wlio some time before this period had 
been succeeded by his son Shah Tahmasp, then a boy, 
had relieved them from their dread of his talents and 
fortune.* All were eager to avail themselves of the 
favourable opportunity thus offered, to recover the 
country and reputation which they had lost ; and Obeid 
Khan of Bokhara, acting with the authority of his 
grand-uncle, Kuchum Khan, then the great Khan of the 
Uzbeks, summoned all the Uzbek chiefs, on both sides 
of the Sirr, to an invasion of Khordsdn. They accord- 
ingly entered that country, Durmish Khan Shamlii, the 
Atalik of S4m Mirza, Shah Tahmasp’s son, Beglerbeg 
or governor of the province, retiring into Ilerdt, 
where the Uzbeks besieged him for several months, but 
were finally compelled to raise the siege. 

In the course of the following year, Durmish Khan 
having died, and the governor of Meshhid having been 
killed in a civil feud, there was no one left to take the 
chief management of affairs in the province; and, 
quarrels having arisen among the Amirs, the army and 
the country of Khorasan fell into complete confusion. 
This encouraged Obeid Khan to renew his invasion. 
Crossing the Amu, at Charjii, he took Merv and Si- 
rakhs; and, proceeding to the holy city of Meshhid, 
made himself master of it, after a sharp resistance. 
Tiis also fell into his hands, after sustaining a siege of 
eight months ; when, in spite of the capitulation en- 
tered into, all the men in the place were massacred by 
the Uzbeks, and the females carried off into slavery .f 


* Towards the end of this year, haram. Baber’s Mem. p. S46. 
an envoy from Shah Tahmasp + Tar Alim-Arai Abaso, f. 22 
reached Baber’s court, bringing, we — ^23. ; Baber’s Mem. pp. 342, 
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The hostilities between the Persians and Uzbeks were 
not confined to Khor4s4n. We have seen that, before 
Bdber left Kdbul, they had laid siege to Balkh ; and, that 
Bdber was apprehensive of danger to his dominions 
beyond the mountains. The decline of the Persian, 
and rise of the Uzbek, power, roused such unquiet 
spirits, even in Baber's court, as hoped to rise by dis- 
order and change. When Humdyun was on liis way 
from Badakhshdn to join B^ber, then on his march 
from Kabul to the Indus, two of his officers, Miilla 
Baba Beshdgheri, and BAba Sheikb, his younger bi other, 
deserted, and went over to Kar Kitin, the Uzbek chief, 
who Avas besieging Balkh. It was not the first occasion 
on which these officers had proved faithless to BAber, 
Miilla BAba had been his particular favourite, and in- 
trusted with the most distinguished commands. Yet 
both of them had formerly joined the Moghuls of Ghazni 
in their revolt under Shiram Ali TaghAi. When that 
rebellion was quelled, they had been pardoned and 
placed in offices of trust in the Kunduz territory, which 
did not prevent them from now deserting again. Not 
long after they had joined the Uzbeks, Balkh surren- 
dered, upon which an expedition was sent, under the 
two deserters, against BAber’s northern dominions, 
which reduced EibAk, SArabAgh, and Khuram, places 
situated in the valley of the KhAlm river, among the 
mountains between Khulm and Kahmerd. The garri- 
son of Ghuri, an important town on the river of that 
name, panic-struck at the fall of Ballch, also surrendered 
to the Uzbeks. Mir HAmeh, Avho had a stronghold in 
the neighbourhood, saAV nothing left for it but in like 
manner to declare for them. As soon as this was 
known, the Mir and his garrison Avere ordered to 
Balkh; and BAba Sheikh, one of 'the traitors, arrived 
Avith a party to take possession of the castle. The Mir 
received BAba within its walls, and artfully assigned 
to the rest of the party quarters for the night in 
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houses rather remote from each other. He then availed chap, l 
himseK of the unsuspecting security in which they all ^ ^ 
were, attacked Baba Sheikh, whom he wounded, made 
him and several of his followers prisoners, and dis- 
patched an express to BAber’s general in Kunduz, to 
inform him how matters stood. A detachment of 
troops was instantly hurried off to his relief, who, on 
their approach, found that a fresh party of Uzbeks had 
arrived to invest the castle. They succeeded, however, 
in bringing off Mir HAmeh and his men. As BAba 
Sheikh»s wound did not admit of his accompanying 
them, they cut off his head, not to leave him behind 
alive. BAber, who was much, and justly, incensed 
against the brothers for their repeated treachery, re- 
warded Mir HAmeh with many marks of his favour.* 

• Baber's Mem. p. 350. 



460 


CHAPTER 11. 

WAR OF rInA sInGA, AND OP CHAnDISRI. 

bAnA S^iNGA. — Hia DOMINIONS — CHABACTEB. — PEEVIOGS TRANSAC- 
TIONS WITH bAbEB. — MUTUAL BECBIUINATION HIS VIEWS OP 

AMBITION. — SUPPORTS THE WESTERN AFGhAnS. — IS JO^WED BY 

HASAN KHAN MABCHES TO BiAnA. ADVANCE OF bAbER TO 

SIKHI, TO OPPOSE HIM. — PROWESS OP THE R.IjPi}tS. — SKIRMISH. 

DISCOURAGEMENT OP bAbER’S TROOPS. HE LAYS WASTE MEwAt. 

— HIS MEASURES TO REANIMATE HIS ARMY HE RENOUNCES THE 

USB OF WINE. REMITS THE TEMGHA. — ADDRESS TO HIS COUNCIL 

ITS SUCCESS. PROGRESS OP THE APGhAnS IN VARIOUS 

QUARTERS. — bAbEB MOVES ONIVARDS. — PREPARES FOR BATTLE 

eA JP liT FORCES. — BATTLE OF KANWA bAbEB VICTORIOUS. — 

ASSUMES THE TITLE OF GhAzI. EOEL RETAKEN. MEWAt RE- 

DUCED. — HUlLiYUN SENT BACK TO BADAKHShAn. — THE LOST 
TOWNS IN THE DoAb, AND COUNTRY BEYOND THE GANGES, RE- 
COVERED. — CAMPAIGN OP ChAnDjSrI MEDfNI RAO — HIS HISTORY. 

— REVOLUTIONS OP MALWA. — rAnA sAnGA CALLED IN — HIS 
VICTORY AND GENEROSITY. bAbER’s PROPOSALS TO MEDINI RE- 
JECTED. HE TAKES THE OUTER TOWN AND FORT OP CH.lNDiRI. 

— MASSACRE OP THE rAjPUTS. — DEATH OP B.1nA sAnGA. 

BOOK III. Bdt a formidable rival was now advancing to contest 
Bdber the sovereignty of India. Edna Sanga was 
sanga. the head of the Edjpiit principality of Cheitiir, now 
known as Udipiir, and the representative of a family 
which, by the universal consent of the Kdjputs, is 
allowed the pre-eminence among all the Edjpiit tribes 
as the most ancient and the noblest. Like Bdber, he 
had been educated in the school of adversity. After 
lusdomi- overcoming the many difficulties and dangers of his 
early life, when he at length mounted the throne, he 
carried on successful wars with his neighbours on every 
side, and added lai’gely to his own extensive hereditary 
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dominions. From Sultan Mahmdd Khilji, the king of 
MAlvva, — whom he defeated in battle, took prisoner, and 
honourably entertained, in a spirit worthy of the best 
days of chivalry, — he had wrested the wide and valu- 
able provinces of Bhilsa, Sdrdngpdr, Chdnddri, and 
Rantbdr.* He had engaged in hostilities with Sultan 
Ibrahim of Delhi, and twice had met the Sultan him- 
self in pitched battles. To use the Avords of the his- 
torian of the Eiijputs, “ Eighty thousand horse, seven 
Rdjas of the highest rank, nine Eaos, and one hundred 
and fijnr chieftains bearing the titles of Bdwul and 
RaAvut, with -five hundred war elephants, followed him 
into the field. The princes of Mdrwdr and Ambdr did 
him homage, and the Raos of Gualiar, Ajmdr, Sikri, 
Raesen, Kalpec, Chdnderi, Boondi, GagroAvn, Ram- 
poora, and Ahoo, served him as tributaries, or held of 
him in chief.” His personal figure corresponded Avith 
his deeds. “He exhibited at his death but the frag- 
ments of a warrior ; one eye was lost in the broil Avith 
his brother, an arm in an action Avith the Lodi King of 
Delhi, and he AA^as a cripple owing to a limb being 
broken Avith a cannon-ball in another, while he counted 
eighty wounds from the sword or the lance on A'arious 
parts of his body.” And his rival, Baber, who loved 
in an enemy the qualities he himself possessed, pays 
him only a just tribute of respect when he says, that 
the high eminence he then held he had attained but 
recently by his valour and his sword, f 


* Ferishta, vol. ii. y). 262. 
t Tod’s Annals and Antiquities 
of Riiqasthan, vol. ii. pp. 229 . and 
307- ; and Baber's Mem. p. 312. 
It is a general belief in Hindust&n 
that the Bdna's family is descended 
from Nushirwdn the Just, and 
there are many legends on the 
subject. Khali Khan, in mention, 
ing the report, adds, *' The author 
of this work, when he was in the 


Rajput country, ascertained from 
the Rana’s divan or minister, and 
from other officers of his govern- 
ment, that the Ranas by no means 
considered themselves to be de- 
scended from Nushirwan ; and that, 
on the contrary, in consequence of 
difference of religion, they being 
Hindus and he a fire- woi shipper, 
they viewed his sect with abhor- 
rence.” This passage is curious. 
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Rana S&,nga was not now for the first time known to 
Bdber. Before the Emperor had set out from Kdbul 
on his last Indian expedition, he bad received from the 
Rana an embassy conveying expressions of regard ; 
and it seems to have been arranged, that, while Baber 
attacked Sultan Ibrdhim by marching upon Delhi, 
Rana Sanga was to attack him on the side of Agra. 
Briber, on his part, complains, that, while he advanced 
and occupied these two capitals, the Rdna did not 
make a single movement. On the other hand the 
Rdna complained of broken faith ; and, in paiticular, 
claimed Kdlpi, Dhiilpiir, and Biana, as his by agree- 
ment, all of which had been occupied by Bdber. And, 
as Agra itself had, till recent times, been considered as 
only a dependency of Bidna, that city might also have 
been understood to accompany it. But to an ambitious 
man no great excuse was required for marching to 
conquest. The empire of Delhi was in confusion ; it 
had become the prey of the strongest; and the for- 
mer successes and mighty power of the Rana might 
seem to justify at once his hopes of seating himself 
on the vacant throne of the Lodis, and his more 
reasonable and glorious ambition of expelling both the 
Afghdn and Tiirki invaders from India, and restoring 
her own Hindu race of kings, and her native insti- 
tutions. In the meanwhile, however, he acknowledged 
Sultan Mahmiid Lodi, the son of Sultan Sekander 
Lodi, who had been set up by the Western Afghdns as 
the legal successor of Sultan Ibrahim.* 

The preparations made by Rdna Sdnga, evidently 
with the intention of marching towards Bidna, had 
induced Bdber not only to collect a strong force near 

though not very decisive for settling alterations in the text, passages of 
the question. It is not in every considerable extent in some copies 
copy of KhaR Khan. Indeed, the that are not in others. These were 
diRerent manuscripts of that writer’s probably added on a revision of the 
history vary considerably from each work, 
otlier ; there being, besides verbal * Baber’s Mem. p. S.Sg. 
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Agra for the purpose of repelling his attaek, but chap.il 
hastily to recal Humdyun from Judnpiir. Soon after 
that priuce’s return, the Empei’or received intelligence Rebin. 3, 
from Mehdi Khwdja, the governor of Bidna, that Edna 
Sdnga was certainly on his march towards that place, 
that Hasan Khan of Mewdt had declared for him ; 
and that it was necessary that reinforcements should 
be sent to his assistance without loss of time. A light 
force was therefore instantly dispatched towards Biana, 
under Muhammed Sultan MIrza, and other of&cers of 
experience, who were instructed to hang upon the skirts 
of the approaching army, and to harass it in its move- 
ments. Part of them, accordingly, pushed on towards 
the enemy, and brought back some heads and a few 
prisoners, from whom they got authentic information Joined by 
that Hasan Khan had actually arrived in the Edna’s Khln" 
camp. 

This news was particularly unwelcome to the Em- 
peror. The Khan was a chief of great power and in- 
fluence. At the battle of Panipat, his son, Ndher 
Khan, had been made prisoner, and he had ever since 
kept up a friendly correspondence with the Emperor, 
and a negociation for his release. Baber, hoping that 
if he set the son at liberty he would attach the father 
by the strongest ties of gratitude, invested Naher Khan 
with a dress of honour, and sent him back to his father. 

But though the son had made the fairest promises, no 
sooner did the old man hear that he was out of Baber’s 
hands, and on his way to join him, than, without even 
waiting to see him, he marched from Aliir*, his capital, 
and joined the Ediia. 

On the 11th of February, 1527, the Emperor marched Bibcr 
out of Agra to proceed against Edna Sdnga, but halted 
a few days near the city to collect and review his 
troops, and to get in order his train of artillery, the 


* Or Alwei. 
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baggage, and camp followers. As, in this warfare, he 
had little reliance on the Afghan chiefs or the men of 
Hindustan who had joined him, he sent several of them 
to strengthen his various garrisons. He then marched 
westward to Medhakiir, where he had previously caused 
wells to be dug, and thence next day to Sikri, the 
present Fatehpiir, which, from its having plenty of 
water, he considered as a good situation for a camp ; 
but being apprehensive that the Rana, who was now 
near at hand, might attempt to occupy the ground 
before his arrival, he marched out with his troops in 
order of battle, ready to attack the enemy should they 
appear, and took possession of the place which had 
been chosen for his encampment, close by a tank. He 
was now joined by Mehdi Khwaja, and the troops 
from Biana, which he had called in, as well as by the 
detachment which had been sent out towards that 
place. They had had some sharp rencounters with the 
Eajpiits, in which they had been severely handled, and 
taught to respect their new enemy. A party from the 
garrison had some days before incautiously advanced 
too far from the fort, when the Eajpiits in great force 
fell upon them, and drove them in. ^AE the troops 
that had been engaged in this affair united in bestowing 
unbounded praise on the gallantry and prowess of the 
enemy, j Indeed, the Jaghatai Turks found that they 
had now to contend with a foe more formidable than 
either the Afghans, or any of the natives of India, to 
whom they had yet been opposed. The Eajpiits, ener- 
getic, chivalrous, fond of battle and bloodshed, animated 
by a strong national spirit, and led on by a hero, were 
ready to meet, face to face, the boldest veterans of the 
camp, and were at all times prepared to lay down their 
life for their honour. A small party being sent out to 
get notice of their motions, discovered that they were 
encamped at Bisawer.* 

* Baber’s Mem. pp. 351, 352. 
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The Emperor was accustomed to commit to his prin- 
cipal Begs in turn the charge of the advance and 
pickets. When it was Mir Abdal-aziz’s day, that rash 
and impetuous j’outh pushed on seven or eight miles 
from Sikri. The Rajpiits, hearing of this incautious 
forward movement, dispatched to meet him a body of 
four or five thousand horse, who, without hesitation, 
charged the instant they came up. His force did not 
exceed a thousand or fifteen hundred, klany of his 
men were killed, others taken prisoners and carried off 
the fieid on the very first onset. The ^noment the news of 
what was going on reached the camp, Mohib Ali Khalifa, 
the minister’s son, and his followers, were pushed for- 
ward to their assistance ; and, there being no room for 
delay, numbers of separate horsemen, as fast as they 
were equipped, were sent off at the best of their speed ; 
Avhile a regular detachment, under Muharamed Ali Jeng- 
jeng, moved fonvard to support them. jMohib AH, 
who arrived first, found every thing in disorder, Abdal- 
aziz’s horse-tail standard taken, and many excellent 
officers slain. Not only was he unable to turn the tide 
of success, but was himself unhorsed, though finally 
brought off by a desperate charge of his followers. The 
Emperor’s troops were then pursued for about two 
miles ; and it was only the arrival of the regular de- 
tachment, under Muhammed Ali, that checked the 
enemy. Meanwhile, when the alarm reached the camp, 
the whole troops were called out and marshalled in 
battle-order to meet the hostile ai’my, which -was thought 
to be approaching. But after the imperial lino had ad- 
vanced a mile or two, with all its artillciy, it was found 
that the enemy, satisfied with their success, had returned 
back to their camp. 

These repeated successes of the Riijputs, the unex- 
pected valour and good conduct they displayed, and 
their numbers, for they arc said to have amounted to an 
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hundred and twenty thousand horse *, had begun to 
spread a visible discouragement among the troops. 
Every precaution was employed by the Emperor, at 
once to strengthen his position and to give his men time 
to recover their confidence. The guns were now placed 
in battery, and connected by chains ; ditches were run, 
and other means adopted, to fortify the camp. These 
operations were continued for three or four weeks, 
during which time the army kept within the trenches. 
Baber, at this crisis, received a small but acceptable re- 
inforcement of five hundred volunteers from Jidbul. 
Along with it arrived a long line of camels loaded with 
wine from Ghazni ; and Muhammed Sherif, a noted 
astrologer. This soothsayer, instead of assisting the 
Emperor, as was the duty of his craft, added to the de- 
pression and panic which prevailed in the camp by pub- 
lishing, at a most unseasonable moment, his opinion, 
that as Mars was now in the west, whoever engaged, 
coming from the opposite quarter, would be defeated.f 

To divert the attention of the enemy, and to revenge 
himself on Hasan Khan for joining the Rajpiits, Bdber 
sent a predatory force into Mewat, with orders to 
plunder the country, to carry off the inhabitants into 
captivity, and to leave nothing undone to ruin the pro- 
vince. . 'fhe ravages were extended into many of the 
neighbouring districts ; but the result of this diversion 
did not answer his expectations. 

Baber was now in some measure cooped up in his 
camp, while the enemy were in possession of the open 
country. The uneasiness Avhich he, in consequence, 
experienced in this state of inaction appears, very na- 
turally, to have excited feelings of religious compunction 
in his mind. When he reviewed his past life, he keenly 
felt that he had long and openly violated one of the 
strictest injunctions of his faith, by the use of wine. 


Tabaka tl Akberi. 


t Mem. of Baber, p. 353. 
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Like other habitual offenders, he had all along firmly 
resolved to give up the evil custom at some future 
time ; but that time had been constantly deferred. He 
now resolved to perform his vows. “ Having sent for 
the gold and silver goblets and cups,” says he, “ with 
all the other vessels used at drinking parties, I directed 
them to be broken up, and renounced the use of wine, 
purifying my mind. The fragments of the goblets, and 
other gold and silver drinking vessels, I directed to be 
divided among derwfshes and the poor. The first per- 
son who followed me in my repentance was Asds, who 
also accompanied me in my resolution of ceasing to cut 
the beard, and of allowing it to grow.” * This was a 
visible sign commonly adopted by such as were under 
the influence of a vow. Many nobles and others, to the 
number of three hundred, followed the example of their 
sovereign. Salt was thrown into the ample store of 
wine just arrived from Ghazni ; all the rest found in 
the camp was poured upon the ground ; and a well was 
ordered to be dug and an almshouse built on the spot, 
to commemorate this great religious event. As a boon 
to his Muhamraedan followers and subjects, he gave up 
the Temgha or Stamp-tax in all his dominions, so far as 
concerned Musulinans, and published a firman to that 
effect, f 

The dejection and alarm of Bdber’s troops had at this 
time reached their extreme point. The contagion had 
infected even his highest officers. He excepts only 
Mfr Ali Khalifa, his prime minister; who, he says, all 
along behaved admirably. Bdber, whose bold and 
elastic mind never gave admittance to despair, but, even 
in the lowest depths of danger, turned to any gleam of 
hope, saw that matters were fast advancing to a crisis, 
and that some stirring and energetic measures were in- 
dispensably required. He determined to make a bold 

* Baber’s Mctn., p. 354. Ibid, p 
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BOOK III. exertion to infuse a portion of his own heroic ardour 
aTi^? drooping spirits of his followers ; and, for that 

purpose, he addressed himself to the religious feelings 
so powerful with all Moslems, but especially with such 
as are engaged in a holy war against infidels. “ At 
length,” says he, “ observing the universal discourage- 
ment of my troops, and their total want of spirit, I came 
to a resolution. Having called a general assembly of 
my Amirs and ofiS.cers*, I addressed them : — ‘ Noblemen 
and soldiers ! Every man that comes into the world is 
subject to dissolution. When loe are passed aivay and 
gone, God survives, One and Unchangeable. Whoever 
sits down to the feast of life must, before it is over, 
drink of the cup of death. He who arrives at the inn 
of mortality, the world, must one day, without fail, take 
his departure from that mansion of sorrow. How much 
better, then, is it to die with honour, than to live with 
infamy ; 

“ ‘ Gil e me but fame, and if I die I am contented. 

If fame be mine, let Death claim my body.’ f 

“ ‘ The most High God has been propitious to us. 
lie has now placed us in such a crisis that if we fall in 
the field, we die the death of martyrs ; if we survive, 
wo rise victorious, the avengers of his sacred cause. 
Let us,' therefore, with one accord swear on God’s 
Holy Word, that none of us will for a moment think of 
turning his face from this warfare ; or shrink from the 
battle and slaughter that ensue, till his soul is sepa- 
Its efftci. rated from his body.’ Master and servant, small and 
great, all with emulation seizing the blessed Kordn in 
their hands, swore in the form that 1 had given- My 
attempt was completely successful, and the effects 

The Tabakati Akberi, f. 142., should himself retire for a time 
asserts that, at this council, tlie into the Penjab. 
grandees advised that Baber, having + A couplet from the Shahnama 
fortified and provisioned some castles of Fcrdausi. 
and places of strength in Hindustan, 
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were iustantly visible far and near, on friend and foe.” 
Baber, to improve this spirit, ordered an immediate ad- 
vance from the entrenchments in which the army had 
so long been cooped up.* 

In truth he had no time to lose ; the danger was 
thickening around him. Since he had left Agra, insur- 
rection and revolt appeared on every hand. The towns 
and forts, of which with so much labour he had gained 
possession, were fast changing masters. Habere and 
Chandwdr on the Jamna, Koel in the Dodb, and Sam- 
bhai beyond the Ganges, but of all of them near Agra, 
had been retaken by the Afghans. His troops had been 
obliged to abandon Kanauj. Gualiar was blockaded by 
the HiijpTits of the vicinity. Alera Khanf, who was 
sent to relieve it, instead of executing his orders, had 
marched otf to his own countiy. Many Hindu chiefs 
deserted the cause of the Emperor. Indeed, the pre- 
vious conquests and recent success of Edna Sdnga, a 
Hindu, had inspired all his countrymen with hopes that 
a change of dynasty was about to take place ; and they 
hailed with joy the prospect of a native government. 

It was on the 12th of March that Baber drew for- 
ward his guns, and a kind of defensive cover that 
moved on wheels, and which served as a breastwork; 
supporting them by his matcldock-men and aU his 
army. He himself galloped along the line, animating 
his troops and officers, and giving them instructions 
how to conduct themselves in every emergency that 
could occur. The army having advanced a mile or two, 
halted to encamp. As soon as the Eajpiits heard that 
they were in motion, several bodies of them galloped 
close up to the guns. Bdber, not intending to engage 
in a general action that day, quietly finished his in- 
trenchments and ditches; and then sent out a few 

■* Baber’s Mem. p. 357. mentioned. See Baber’s Mem. pp. 

t This seems to be AJem Kban 349, 351, 358. 
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several prisoners, and returned 
with a number of heads elevated on their spears, or 
dangling from their saddle-bovrs; which had a wonderful 
effect in restoring the confidence of the troops, 
andagnin He now thrcw up Other trenches, in a position about 
advances. ^ Tnil fi 01’ two farther in advance, near the spot which 
he had pitched upon as favourable for a general en- 
gagement ; and, when they were finished, advanced to 
jemadi II. occupy them, dragging forward his guns. His people, 
March 16. having reached their ground, were still busy in pitching 
their tents, when news was brought that the enemy was 
batur. in sight. All were instantly ordered to their posts. 
Bdber mounted, and drew up his troops, riding cheerfully 
along the ranks, and confidently assuring them of vic- 
tory. The centre he took to himself, assisted by Chin 
Taimur Sultan * ; the right wing he committed to Hu- 
indyun, who had under him Kdsim Husein Sultan, 
Hindu Beg, and Jihosrou Kokiltdsh; the left he en- 
trusted to Syed Mehdi Khwdjeh, his son-in-law, with 
Muhammed Sultan Mirza, Abdal-aziz, and Muhammed 
Ali Jeng-jeng. He appointed strong reserves to carry 
succour wherever it was required ; and, on the right and 
left, placed two flanking columns, chiefly composed of 
Moghul troops, who formed what is called the Tu- 
lughma, and were, on a signal given, to wheel round 
on the enemy’s' flank and rear in the heat of battle. 
This arrangement he had learned, to his cost, in his 
early wars with the Uzbeks ; and he had practised it, 
as Ave have seen, in his later Avars Avith brilliant success. 
His Hindustani troops appear to have been stationed 
chiefly in the left. His artillery, under Ustdd Ali Kuli, 
Avas placed in the centre, in front ; connected by chains, 

* chin Taimur Sultan was a Mirza was, by his mother, a granil- 
Moghul, son of the younger Khan son of the great Sultan Husein 
of the Moghuls, anti consequently Mirza, of Herat ; Kasim Husein 
Baber's cousin ; Muhammed Sultan Sultan was an Uzbek of higijrank. 
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and protected by the moveable defences or breastworks 
which he had constructed; behind which were placed 
matchlock-men; and, in their rear, a body of chosen 
troops, ready either to repel any attack from behind, or 
themselves to rush forward and charge the enemy, when- 
ever the chains that connected the guns were dropped to 
permit their passage. The army abounded with veteran 
commanders, who had learned the art of war under the 
Emperor himself. 

In the E4jpiit army, the commanders under Kdna 
Sanga were generally great chieftains, who, from their 
territorial possessions, could bring a large force into the 
field. Thus Silaheddin *, the Chief of Bhilsa, is rated 
at thirty thousand horse ; Hasan Khan MewAti, twelve 
thousand; BMl Udi Sing Nagari, of Dongerpiir, ten 
thousand; Medfni Rao, the Chief of Chdnderi, ten 
thousand. The first and last of these had acted an im- 
portant part in the history of Mdlwa. Sultan Mahmiid 
Lodi, a son of Sultan Sekander Lodi of Dellii, who was 
acknowledged by the Afghdns of the Delhi kingdom 
and by the Rana, as the successor of his brother Ibrd- 
hira, though he possessed no territory, yet had with 
him a body of ten thousand adventurers, who Imped to 
be liberally rewarded should fortune raise him to the 
throne. There were other chiefs, who could command 
each from four to seven thousan b men ; and all were 
animated by the most exalted hopes, and by hatred of 
the common enemy. A more gallant army could not 
be brought into the field.f 

No sooner was the array of the Emperor’s army 

* Silaheddin, the Pagan, as he is ever, is the correct title given by 
called in the official account of the one of the Sultans of Malwa to this 
victory, is the Silhadi of Ferishta, great Hindu chief ; the latter is the 
who occupied Bhilsa, Raisen, and popular corruption of it. 

Sarangpdr. Briggs's Ferishta, \ol. t The official account (Mem. p. 
iv. p. 264. In one manuscript of 361.) estimates the numbers which 
the Ahhemama, a f. 32 r., the the different chiefs did or could 
name Silaheddin is corrected in the bring into the field at two hundred 
margin, Silhadi. The former, how- and ten thousand men, 
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completed, tha,u, to guard against the evils that might 
be occasioned through the over-ardent forwardness of 
his troops, he sent strict commands on every side, 
that no man should move from his place, or dare to 
engage the enemy in any shape, till orders were given. 

The battle began about half-past nine in the morning, 
by a desperate charge made by the Rajputs on Baber’s 
right. Bodies of the reserve were pushed on to its 
assistance; and Mustafa Rumi, who commanded one 
portion of the artillery on the right of the centre, 
opened a fire upon the assailants. Still, new bodies 
of the enemy poured on undauntedly, and new de- 
tachments from the reserve were sent to resist them. 
The battle was no less desperate on the left, to which, 
also, it was found necessary to despatch repeated par- 
ties from the reserve. When the battle had lasted 
several hours, and still continued to rage, Bdbcr sent 
orders to the flanking columns to wheel round and 
charge ; and he soon after ordered the guns to advance, 
and, by a simultaneous movement, the household 
troops and cavalry stationed behind the cannon were 
ordered to gallop out on right and left of the match- 
lockmen in the centre, who also moved forward and 
continued their fire, hastening to fling themselves with 
all their fury on the enemy’s centre. When this was 
observed in the win,^ . they also advanced. These un- 
expected movements, made at the same moment, threw 
the enemy into confusion. Their centi*e was shaken ; 
the men who Avere displaced by the attack made in 
flank, on the Avings and rear, Avere forced upon the 
centre and crowded together. StiU the gallant RAjpiits 
Avere not appalled. They made repeated desperate 
attacks on the Emperor’s centre, in hopes of recovering 
the day ; but Avere bravely and steadily received, and 
swept aAvay in great numbers. Towards evening, the 
confusion Avas complete, and the slaughter Avas con- 
.'»equently dreadful. The fate of the battle Avas do- 
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cided. Nothing remained for the Edjpiits, but to 
force their way through the bodies of the enemy that 
were now in their rear, and to effect a retreat. The 
Emperor pursued them as far as their camp, which was 
about three or four miles from his own. On reaching 
it, he halted; but detached a strong body of horse, 
with orders to pursue the broken troops of the con- 
federates without halting ; to cut up all they met ; and 
to prevent them from re-assembling. “ In this,” says 
he, “ I acted wrong. I should myself have gone for- 
ward^ and ought not to have entrusted the business to 
another. I had got about a kos beyond the enemy’s 
camp when I turned back, the day being spent ; and 
reached my own head-quarters at bed- time prayers.” 
He adds a characteristic anecdote. “ lHuhammed Sherif, 
the astrologer, Avhose perverse and seditious pi'actices 
I have mentioned, came to congratulate me on my 
victory ; I jjoured forth upon him a torrent of abuse ; 
but, when I had relieved my heart by" it, although he 
was a self-conceited fellow, heathenishly inclined, and 
an intolerable evil-speakor, yet, as he was my old ser- 
vant, I gave him a lak in a present *, and dismissed 
him, commanding him to depart out of my dominions.” 

No victory could be more complete. The enemy 
were quite broken and dispersed. The whole fields 
around were strewed with the dead, as well as the 
roads to Bidna and Alwar. Among the slain were 
Hasan Khan Mewdti, who fell by a matchlock shot; 
Radi TJdi Sing, of Hongerpdrf ; Rai Chanderbhan 


* The transactions against Rana 
Sanga are given in detail by Baber 
himself, Mem. p. 34/9 — 368. ; and 
by Abulfazl, Akbernama, f. 31 — 33. 
The donation to the astrologer was 
probably a lak of tangas, or about 
880/. See Appendix £. 

t 111 the translation of the of- 
ficial account of the victory (Baber’s 
Mem. p.^3f)7.), this piiiicc is called 


the Wali of Udipur. Colonel Tod, 
to whom Indian history, but par- 
ticularly that of the Rajputs, owes 
so much (his valuable work having 
shed a new light on the manners of 
that remarkabie people), remarked 
the error. (Hist, and Antiq. of 
Rajasthan, vol. i. p. 306. note.) 
On examining the manuscripts of 
Baber, 1 find that though ibe 
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Chohan ; Manikehand Ghohan, and many other chiefs 
of note. Bdber directed a tower of heads to be erected, 
on a rising ground near the camp ; and henceforth 
assumed the proud title of Ghazi, Victorious in a Holy 
War. Ran a Sanga himself escaped ; it is said, by the 
devotion of some of his followers, who threw them- 
selves in the way of the pursuers, and sacrificed their 
lives for his safety ; and the regret expressed by Baber 
for not having urged the pursuit in person has refer- 
ence probably to the escape of his illustrious rival. It 
is remarkable that, since this defeat of Rana Sanga, no 
Rana of Cheitiir has ever taken the field in person 
against any of the princes of the House of Taimur. 
When these princes were along with their armies, the 
Rana’s troops have been entrusted to some eminent 
RAjpiit chief, the R6jia himself withdrawing to some 
one of the hill-forts of his country. 

Sultan Mahmiid Lodi, deprived by the event of this 
battle of all immediate hope of filling the throne of 
Delhi, fled to Sultan Behdder Shah, the King of Guzrat.* 

On the very day after the battle, Bdber detached a 
strong force to chastise the insurgents in the Doab, 
who had surprised Koel and made his governor prisoner. 
The fame of the victory preceded them ; and, as they 
approached, the insurgents fled in all directions. Elias 
Khan, their leader, was taken some time after and 
flayed alive, with a barbarity which disgraced the age 
and country, ° 

Three marches now brought the Emperor to Biana, 
through fields all the way strewed with the bodies of 
the slain. Here, being on the borders of the enemy’s 
country, he called a council of his nobles, and consulted 
about invading it. But, as their march must have lain 


manuscript which I generally fol- 
lowed as most correct has Udipur, 
the IMetcalfe hlS. has Dongerpiir, 
confirming the Coloners correction. 


^ Khali Khan. In fiaber’s army, 
at the battle, we find an envoy from 
Persia ; and Hiisein, ambassador 
from Sistan. 
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through a barren waste, deficient in water ; and, as the chap, u 
heat had already become excessive, it was resolved to 
defer this enterprise to a more favourable time. 

Resolved, however, to improve his victory to the Mcwat 
utmost, he marched into Mewdt. That country had 
always hitherto yielded but an imperfect obedience to 
the kings of Delhi, though it lies close upon their 
capital. Whether from the hilly nature of the country 
and the bravery of the hardy inhabitants ; from the 
constant diversions occasioned by the extent of the 
Delhi dominions, which distracted and drew off the 
attention of the kings ; or from that principle, fortunate 
in many respects in some eastern countries, which leads 
the kings to govern rather by means of secondary 
princes and delegated authority, than directly and by 
their immediate servants; they had never fully sub- 
dued it. It had been in the possession of Hasan Khan’s 
family for two hundred years. The Khan, as we have 
seen, had been able to bring twelve thousand horse into 
the field, and was at the head of the opposition made 
to Baber by the old dependents of the Lodi kings ; for 
the Edna of Cheitiir, who led the grand confederation, 
was not in the rank of a dependent, never having 
owned the yoke of these princes. It would seem that 
the Khan, even for some time before this grand inva- 
sion, had begun to entertain appi-ehensions from the 
success of Bdber’s arms ; and, in the year when that 
monarch conquered Lahdr aud Dibdlpur, had left 
Tajara, the old capital, and built and fortified Alwar, 
in a stronger situation. The great defeat which the 
confederate army received at Kanwa, and in which he 
fell, crippled the strength, and still more had broken 
the confidence of the Mewdtis. As the Emperor ap- 
proached Alwar, he was met by a mission from Kaher 
Khan, who had lately been his prisoner, and who had 
succeeded his father; deprecating the Emperor’s re- 
sentment. The young prince was induced to visit the 
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camp, on the promise of security to his person, was 
graciously received, and allowed a Pergana for his 
support ; an intimation that he had lost his hereditary 
dominions. It is probable that he had expected to be 
continued in the principality of his forefathers ; for he 
soon after embraced an opportunity of withdrawing 
from the custody in which he was placed, and effected 
his escape from the camp. The Emperor appointed 
governors to the province and its chief forts, with 
ample allowances ; and bestowed on Huindyun the 
whole treasure and property found in Alwar. He soon 
after dispatched him to EAbul, accompanied by the 
mountaineers of Badakhshdn, whom the prince had led 
from their country, and who now longed for home ; 
they, therefore, gladly availed themselves of a promise 
given by the Emperor before the great battle, that, 
after beating the enemy, he Avould discharge as many 
as chose to go. Baber accompanied his son a march or 
two on his route, and took an affectionate leave of him ; 
but the young prince, soon after, in passing through 
Delhi, with an unpardonable levity, opened some of the 
chambers that contained the Empei’or's treasure, and 
seized the contents by force, — a conduct that gave great 
pain to the Emperor, and led him to write in severe 
terms to his son. Baber, having made a slight circuit 
in Mewat, again visited Bidni and Sikri, and returned 
to Agra. * 

Being now disengaged of his most formidable ene- 
mies, he was enabled to send a force to recover Chand- 
war and Edberi ; places not far distant from Agra, of 
which the insurgents had made themselves masters, 
during his operations against Edna Sanga. The con- 
stemation occasioned by his success was such that this 
object was effected with little difficulty; and, even 
Etdwa, lower down the Jamna, which had never yet 


* Babel's Mem., pp. 368, 371. 
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suhinitt-ecl to his power, was surrendered by Kutb Khan, 
who held it. 

It has already been remarked, that the spirit of in- 
surrection had not been confined to the neighbourhood 
of Agra, but had extended to the eastward. Beyond 
the Ganges, the restless Baban, ever on the watch, had 
availed himself of the difficulty in which the Emperor’s 
atfairs placed him, to occupy Laknau ; and Sultan Mu- 
hammed Duldai, BAber’s governor, had been forced to 
abandon Kanduj. Determined to regain what had been 
thus l^st, the Emperor bestowed the government of 
these countries on Muhammed Sultan Mirza, — a grand- 
son of the great Sultan Husein Mi'rza of Ivhordsan, and 
one of the Emperor’s favourite officers, — and sent him, 
with a strong army, to recover the lost territory, Ba- 
ban no sooner heard that Muhammed Sultan had crossed 
the Ganges, than he deserted Lakndu, and retired once 
more into the upper country. 

The territories immediately around Agra being thus 
recovered, and the greater part of his former conquests 
regained, the Emperor had now leisure to make a dis- 
tribution, among his faithful followers, of the various 
provinces and districts of which they were composed, 
and, as the rainy season was at hand, during which an 
army could not keep the field, he granted permission 
to his chiefs and officers to repair with their followers 
to their respective governments and jdgirs, that they 
might be the better able to regulate their affairs, and 
to make the necessary preparations for rejoining him, 
when the rains were over.* A twelvemonth only had 
passed since the battle of Panipat; but his condition 
was already much improved. That battle had broken 
the power of the Afghdns in India, as that of Kanwa 
had since broken that of the Hindu confederacy. He 
had evinced, to every class of men in the country, the 
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decided superiority of his arms ; and, with his nfiental 
resources, the awe. inspired by his hardy northern 
troops, and his own bravery and conduct, the conquest 
of evei’y part of India seemed to lie open to his arms. 

It affords a curious proof of the active and unsettled 
life of Baber, that, as he himself informs us, he had 
never since his eleventh year, spent the grand festival 
observed on the termination of the Bdmzan twice at 
one place. “ Last year’s festival,” says he, “ I spent 
at Agra. In order to keep up the usage, on Sunday 
the 30th, I proceeded to Sikri to keep the feast there.”* 

During the rains he visited Sikri, Dhiilpiir, and B4ri, 
proceeding as far as the Chambal ; he thence returned 
to Agra ; and went to Kol or Koel in the Dodb, and on 
to Sambhal, beyond the Ganges, returning by a diffe- 
i*eut route. 

When the rainy monsoon was over, Bdber’s mind 
was divided between two plans of operation, which 
suggested themselves for the following campaign: the 
one, to march against the Afghdns of the East, who 
still held out, in considerable force, beyond the Ganges 
and in Behdr; the other, to march against some of 
those Hindu chiefs in the West whose confederacy he 
had felt to be so formidable. He decided on the latter ; 
not only thinking, probably, that under the guidance 
of such a leader as Kana Sdnga they were most to be 
feared ; but influenced by a vow which he had made, 
during his difliculties, tliat he would prosecute, to a 
prosperous termination, the holy war which he had 
begun, against the infidels. Medini Rao, the chief of 
Chdnddri, and one of the most formidable of them, was 
the first object of his vengeance. Chdnd6ri, that chief- 
tain’s principal stronghold, lies on the south-east of 
Malwa ; and towards it Baber bent his course. 

Leaving Agra early in December, he marched down 


* Baber’s Mem., p. 373 , 
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the left bank of the Jamna. and afterwards crossed that 
river below its junction with the Chambal. Having 
reason to entertain violent suspicions of the fidelity of 
Sheikh Bayezid, — who had joined him after Sultan 
Ibrdhim’s death, with the army which that prince had 
sent against the revolted Afghan chiefs of the East, — 
Baber detached from his army Muhammed Ali Jeng- 
jeng, a veteran officer, with directions to proceed to 
Kanduj, and to call upon Muhammed Sultan Mirza, 
the governor of the farther province, and the other 
gener|ils and chiefs who were in that quarter, to meet 
him there; and, in conjunction with them, to march 
against the hostile Sherki Afghans, who acknowledged 
Sultan Muhammed Shah of Behdr. Bdber, at the same 
time, instructed Jeng-jeng to summon Sheikh Bayezid 
to join him in the expedition. If he came frankly 
when invited, they were all to proceed against the 
common enemy; but, if he did not, Muhammed Ali 
was instructed to consider him as ill-affected, and to 
take measures accordingly for bringing him to reason. 

Having made these arrangements, the Emperor con- 
tinued his route down the Jamna, he himself generally 
proceeding by water. He reached Kalpi on the first 
day of January, a.d. 1528, and thence struck off, in 
the direction of Irej and Kechwa. Here, the country 
being little frequented was covered with jungle; so 
that it was necessary to send on pioneers to cut down 
the wood before them, and to form a road for the pas- 
sage of cannon and waggons. On the 20th he reached 
Ch4nd4ri, the immediate object of his expedition.* 

Medini Rao, who at this time possessed the town, 
was a Rdjpiit chief of great power. Chdnderi had ori- 
ginally been subject to the Sultans of Mdlwa; but, 
during the civil wars that followed the accession of 
Sultan Mahmdd Khilji (the present King of Mdlwa), 
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’ Baber’s Mem., pp. 374 — 37fi. 
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BOOK III. Muhammed Shah, one of his brothers, who aspired to 
aTTsss. crown, had seized upon it, and made it the seat of 
his government. This pretender was supported by 
Sultan Sekander Lodi of Delhi, who sent several armies 
to his aid. On his death, in the reign of Sultan Ibrd- 
him of Delhi, leaving a younger son named Ahmed 
Shah, Ibrahim canied off the young prince, his ally, 
and placed a dependent of his own in the government. 
Jifina Sanga, in the course of his wars with Delhi, 
having given Sultan Ibrdhlm a great defeat at Dhulpiir, 
man}’^ of the neighbouring Hindu chiefs, who till then 
had adhered to the Iving of Delhi, deserted him ; Chdn- 
deri was one of several important places which fell into 
the hands of the Rdna, who bestowed it on the present 
occupant, Medini Rao. 

Hiauistory. Mcdmi Rao was a very distinguished personage in 
his time, lie had been the means of ])lacing and con- 
firming the reigning King, Sultan Mahmiid Khilji, on 
Bevoiutiono the thronc of Mandu: and, supported by his Rdipiits, 
nad deieatcd various pretenders to the crown, in bloody 
battles. He had, for several years, the entire direction 
of Mahimid’s affairs ; till the jealousy of the Musulman 
chiefs, whose pride was hurt at the supremacy of a 
Rajpiit and a heathen, and probably disgusted by the 
overbearing habits often acquired by an all-powerful 
minister, produced intrigues at court; which, in the 
end, wrought upon the Sultan to escape from his thral- 
dom, and take refuge in Gujrdt. Here MozaflFer Shah, 
the sovereign of the country, received him honourably ; 
and, at the head of a powerful army, restored Mahmiid 
coiicd^ia”^^ fo throne of Mandu. But, as many districts, espe- 
cially those held by Hindus, adhered to the minister, 
and refused to acknowledge a prince thus imposed on 
them by foreign force, and by a Musulman, a civil war 
was the consequence ; and such of the Rdjpiit chiefs of 
klAlwa as were hostile to Sultan Mahmiid caUed in 
ni. victory Rina Sdnga to their assistance. The restless impatience 
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of the Sultan led prematurely to a battle ; in v^diich the 
Gujrat auxiliary cavalry were destroyed by the l-f^^iit 
horse, and the Sultan himself wounded and taken pri- 
soner. The conduct of E^na Sdnga may illustrate the 
chivalrous character of the lidjpiits. “ Ilis enemy 
Edna Sdnga of Cheitdr,” says Ferishta, “ caused him 
to be brought into his own tent, dressed his wounds, 
attended him in person, and showed him every mark of 
attention ; and, after his rccovei’y, furnished him with 
an escort of one thousand Rdjpdt horse, who conducted 
him Ijack to Mando, where he resumed the reins of go- 
vernment.”* The consequence, however, was, that the 
power of the kingdom of Mdlwa was broken; and a 
variety of nearly independent principalities rose, or 
rather revived, on its ruins. Besides Chdnderi, Medmi 
Eao held also Gagrown, and several other districts. He 
was present with his troops in the Edna’s army at the 
battle of Kanwa.f 

When the Emperor’s army approached Chdnddri, 
Medini Eao was himself in the place, with four or five 
thousand of his Eajpiits. Baber sent a friend of the 
Eao into the fort, to urge him to surrender; and to 
ofier him Shemsdbdd in the Dodb in exchange for 
Chdnddri. This ncgociation failing, the Emperor pro- 
ceeded to construct his batteries, and to make prepara- 
tions for an escalade. When every thing was in 
readiness, he gave orders for the camp to be moved 
nearer to the town, preparatory to making the attempt. 
That very morning, just as the army had reached its 
ground, Nizdin-ed-dln Ali Khalifa, Bdber’s prime minis- 
ter, brought him some letters which had that instant 

* Briggs's Ferishta, vol. iv. p. of Ibrahim, and fixes Medini’s 
263. possession of Cliandeii from the 

+ Briggs’s Ferishta, vol. iv. pp. foiiner event ; Bdber from the 
24 . 9 — aO’d-. ; Bdber’s Mem., pp. lattei. There can he no comparison 
.375, 376. Bdbor mentions the between tlie weight of the two au- 
Laptl\ity of Mahiniid, p. 98 . 9 . thoritics. 

Feiishta does not mention thedeliat 
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iliti disagreeable information 
while inarching in disorder, 
defeated ; that his generals had 
Lakndu, to jecross the Ganges, 
^B^%ack npoj^ Kan duj. Bdber, who saw that his 
Kter was eipllj^ely agitated, preserving his own 
lepce of)mindrc*^ly remarked that all events were 
ftp hands of Brovi^ence ; desired him to conceal the 
Bligence; and to push on every preparation for 
ftng a grand attack on the citadel next morning. 
That night, the outer town, which was inadequately 
garrisoned, fell into his hands, the walls being escaladed 
by his troops, who entered it at the same moment on 
different sides. 


indtiie Next morning, accordingly, the troops were ordered 
to their posts, and commanded to wait in readiness to 
make a general assault, the moment the royal standard 
should be raised and the sound of the kettle-drum 


heard. The Emperor then repaired to his battery, 
where the chief engineer discharged two or three shots ; 
in that age a tedious operation. The citadel stands on 
the top of a hill ; the outer fort and the town, which was 
built entirely of stone, lie below on the slope of the 
hill. The defences being strong, and cut out of the 
rock, the effect was trifling. There was a covered way, 
the wall of which ran from the citadel to connect it 


with a large tank at the bottom of the hill ; and this 
was the point where the fort was judged to be most 
assailable. To distract the enemy, an attack was made 
on ever}' part of the citadel at once ; but against that 
point was the main assault directed ; and, though the 
Ecljpiits exerted themselves with the utmost bravery 
and vigour, hurling doivn rocks from above, and throw- 
ing flaming substances on the heads of the assailants, 
the storming parties persevered, and one of them at 
length succeeded in mounting where the wall of the 
outer fort was knit to the projecting works. Nearly at 
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the same time the wall was scaled in two or three other 
places. The garrison stationed in the covered way fled, 
and that part of the works was occupied. The upper 
foi’t was less obstinately defended. The assailants scaled 
and entered it by storm. This success was followed by 
a dreadful sacrifice made to Rajpiit honour. “ In a 
short time,” says the royal historian, “ the Pagans 
rushed out, completely naked, to attack us ; put numbers 
of my men to flight ; and leaped over the ramparts. 
Some of our troops were attacked furiously, and put to 
the sword. The reason of this desperate sally from the 
works was, that, on giving up the place for lost, they 
had put to death all their wives and women, and being 
resolved not to survive, had stripped themselves naked, 
in which condition they rushed out to the fight, and 
engaging with ungovernable desperation, drove our 
people along the ramparts. Two or three hundred 
Pagans had entered Medini Rao’s palace, where num- 
bers of them slcAV each other; one person taking his 
stand with a sabre in his hand, while the others pressed 
in one by one in succession, and stretched out their 
necks, eager to die. In this way many went to hell, 
and by the favour of God, in the space of two or three 
gens*, I gained this celebrated fort, without raising 
my standard or beating my kettle-drum, and without 
exerting the whole strength of my arms.” f 

It had been BAber’s intention, after reducing Chdn- 
ddri, to proceed against the neighbouring countries of 
Raisen, BhUsa and Sarangpur, which were part of the 

* About an hour, the geri being on leaving the place, had been guilty 
twenty-four minutes. of some acts of hostility, in conse- 

t Baber’s Mem., p. 377- Khdfi quence of which Baber’s troops cut 
Khan gives (f. 36.) rather a differ- diree or four thousand of them in 
ent account of this affair. He pieces; that upon this Medini 
affirms that the outer fort, which Rao and his followers took refuge 
includes the town, was given up on in the citadel ; where, after putting 
condition that the lives of the in- to death all the women and children, 
habitants and garrison were to be they slew each other, after the man- 
spared > that, however, the Rajputs, ner of Rigputs. 
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territories of SilAh-ed-din, also a Rdjpiit ; and, after he 
had conquered them, to complete his operations by 
marching at once against Rana Sdiiga himself by Chei- 
tnr. But the unfavourable news from the East inter- 
fered with these intentions. He therefore resolved to 
leave Ahmed Shah (the prince whose claims to Malwa 
had been supported by Sultan Ibrahim, and whom 
Bdber now found it convenient to patronise,) in pos- 
session of Chdnderi, ivith an auxiliary force of two or 
three thousand Chaghatdis and Hindustdnis to maintain 
the country ; and himself to direct his march without 
delay, to restore his affairs beyond the Ganges.* 

It must have been soon after these events that the life 
of Bdber’s great opponent Rdna Sdnga came to a close. 
The account given of his death, like the story of his 
life, is mixed with something of the romantic and mar- 
vellous. It is said, that, having laid siege to Irej f, a 
town which had declared for Baber, one of the sages of 
ancient days| appeared to him in a dream, under a 
terrific form, and with a menacing demeanour ; that the 
Rdna arose from his troubled sleep, trembling and 
shivering ; that a violent fever succeeded ; that he 
raised the siege, but died in his retreat; having sur- 
vived the vision but a few days. His death, and the 
internal feuds that followed in Cheitiir, relieved Bdber 
from any apprehensions of danger from that quarter. § 


* Briggs’s Ferishta, vd. ii. p. 
b'O. It is at this period that Fer- 
ishta and Khafi Khan (f. 36.) place 
the surrender of the important for- 
tresses of Raisen, Sarangpur, and 
Rantambdr to Baber j who, it is said, 
gave them over to Ahmed Shah. 
The real history of the acquisition 
of Rantambdr, which, at this time, 
was in the occupation of Rdna 
Sanga, is given in a future page. 
It does not appear that Baber 
ever possessed either of the others, 
t Or JSricli. 


f Perhaps one of the Rfshis. 

§ Akbernama, f. S3, v. Abul- 
fazl makes Rilna Sanga’s death 
precede the fail of Chandeii, which 
does not agree with Baber’s narrative. 
It probably took place soon after he 
had marched to the eastward. Baber, 
in his diary, 14 Moharrem, A. h. 
035 (20 Sept. 1528), mentions that 
Rana Ruttonsi had succeeded his 
father, and that Bikermdjit, his next 
brother, was in Rantambdr. Mem., 
p. 385. 
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CHAPTEll III. 

bAbEU’s CAUFAIGKS on the GANGES. 

BABER MA ROBES TO THE EAST — FASSES TBE GANUES AT KAnAuJ 

DISPERSES TBE ARUY OF BABAN AND BAYEZID RETURNS TO 

A^A TRANSACTIONS IN KIIORAsAn INVASION OP THE DZBEKS. 

OBEIO KHAN BESIEGES HERAT. TBE SBAB DEFEATS AN UZBEK 

ARMY RAISES TBE SIEGE OF BErAt ADVANCES TO MESBII/d — 

DEFEATS TBE UZBEKS WITH GREAT SLAUGHTER TEMPORARY 

REVIVAL OP bAbER’s DESIGNS ON SAMARKAND — BALIJCH INROADS. 

THE EASTERN AFGbAnS ACKNOWLEDGE SULTAN MAUMUD LODI. 

RAPID INCREASE OP HIS POWER. — THREE COMPETITORS FOR 

THE EASTERN KINGDOM bAbER TAKES THE FIELD — DISPERSES 

THE AFGhAnS — OVERRUNS BEIlIr. — AFFAIRS OP BENGAL. — NE- 
GOTIATIONS WITH THAT POWER. — bAbEB ATTACKS AND DEFEATS 
THE BENGAL ARMY. — SUBMISSION OF TBE AFGbAnS. — PEACE 
WITH BENGAL. bAbER RETURNS TO AGRA, 


BAbeb, having brought the war of Chdndiiri to a con- 
clusion, lost no time In marching to meet the danger 
that threatened him in the East. Having repassed the 
Jamna, he proceeded without intermission towards 
Kanduj. On the road, he learned that his suspicions 
of Sheikh Bayezid’s fidelity had not been unfounded. 
That chief had joined llaban and Maanif, the leadei’s of 
the revolt, with his whole army ; so that Baber’s troops 
had been compelled to retreat across the Ganges, to 
evacuate even Kanauj, and to fall back on Ildberi, — 
movements that had enabled the enemy to take Shcni- 
sdbad, a rich town in the Dodb, by storm. The Em- 
peror, having passed the Jamna, sent a light force in 
advance to' gain intelligence of the motions of the Af- 
ghdns ; but, Avhile he was yet several marches otf, the 
confederates having got notice of his approach, in alarm 
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abandoned Kanduj ; and, retreating across the Ganges, 
took up a position on its left bank, opposite to that 
city, determined to dispute the passage of the river. 

On the 27th of February, the imperial army having 
marched past Kanduj, encamped on the right bank of 
the Ganges. Bdber had resolved to force a passage, 
and ordered a bridge to be constructed across the river. 
About thirty or forty boats were collected, by means of 
which several skirmishing parties passed over. The 
chief engineer, Ustdd Ali Kuli, planted a great gun to 
cover the workmen employed on the bridge; wh^le a 
number of matchlockmen kept up a fire from a breast- 
work a little above, and others from an island some- 
what below. The account given by Bdber illustrates 
the nature of the clumsy massy guns of that age. “ For 
several days,” says he, “ while the bridge was construct- 
ing, Ustdd Ali Kuli played his gun remarkably well. 
The first day, he discharged it eight times; the second day, 
sixteen times ; and for thi’ee or four days, he continued 
firing at the same rate. The gun which he fired was 
that called Dig Ghdzi (the victorious gun). It was the 
same that had been employed in the war with Edna 
Sdnga, whence it got its name. Another gun,” he adds, 
“ larger than this, had been planted, but it burst at 
the first fire.” * Such ponderous pieces of artillery 
must, in the open field, have produced effect chiefly by 
their novelty, and by the alarm they excited in minds 
not accustomed to the terrific effects of their explo- 
sions. 

The Afghdns treated Bdber’s attempt to throw a 
bridge over the Ganges with ridicule. Yet, such was 
his success, that, on the 13th of March, it was com- 
pleted ; when part of his troops passed over, and had a 
skirmish with the enemy. He next marched over a 
considerable body of his best soldiers. These, the 


Baber’b Mem., p. 379. 
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enemy advancing in all their force attacked with great ciiap. nr. 
vigour, while thus divided from the rest of the army ; 
and succeeded, at one time, in driving the left from its 
position; but the centre and right, standing firm, re- 
pulsed that portion of the enemy to whom they were 
opposed. The action continued till late in the evening, 
and the night was employed in bringing the troops 
back to the right bank. B4ber blames himself for not 
having rather carried over the rest of his army to join 
them on the other bank ; but says that he was deterred 
from* doing so by some superstitious fancy as to lucky 
times. Next day, however, he carried over his artil- 
lery ; and the day following, all his army had orders to 
cross. But the enemy, in the meantime, had marched 
off. The Emperor sending Sultan Chin Taimur, with 
a strong force to pursue them, himself advanced and 
occupied Laknau on the 21st, and passed the Gumti. 

Moving again in pursuit of the retreating enemy, he Jeroiam. 
encamped, on the 28th, four or five miles above Oud, March 21 . 
at the junction of the Gogra and Sirwu. Till then, 

Sheikh Bdyezid had maintained his ground beyond the 
Sirwu, and had prevented Sultan Chin Taimur, Bdber's 
general, from crossing. Being now reinforced, how- 
ever. Chin Taimur effected a passage, and found the pmeu. ^ 
Afghdns in full retreat. He followed them with great 
alacrity, slew numbers of them, and dispersed their 
army. Sheikh Bdyezid threw himself into a jungle and 
escaped. Chin Taimur, after a pursuit of sixty miles, 
reached a spot which the families of the fugitives had 
left but a short time before. The light force was now 
divided into several parties, who followed the flying 
enemy in different directions. Their baggage and fa- 
milies were overtaken and seized ; and several Afghdns 
brought in as prisoners. The success was complete. 

But, as the heat was now become oppressive and the 
rainy season approaching, Bdber, after making the ne- ^gra. 
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cessary arrangements for the government of the country, 
returned to Agra.* 

"During all these operations, Bdber’s health had been 
considerably impaired, but his activity remained undi- 
rainished. At the close of the monsoon, he made a 
progress to Dhulpiir, Gualidr and Sikri. His rival, 
Eana Sdnga, had been succeeded by his eldest son 
Euttonsi ; but his second son, Bikermdjit, assisted by 
the intrigues of his mother PadmAwati, aspired to the 
throne, and possessed the strong fort of Eantambdr. 
He sent, at this time, to court the assistance of B£ber, 
in pursuing his pretensions ; and, after some negotia- 
tion, it ivas settled that he should give up Eantambdr 
to BAber, in exchange for SheinsAbAd in the DoAb, and 
that BAber should support his claims, and establish 
him as EAna in Cheitiir, in his father’s room. It was 
in the course of these transactions that BikermAjit sent 
to the Emperor the crown f and rich girdle of Sultan 
Mahmiid Khilji of MAIwa ; which EAna SAnga had re- 
tained, when he released that king after his captivity. 
BAber dispatched a force to take possession of Rantam- 
bor, in pursuance of the treaty. J 

The Emperor’s liberality, and the necessary expenses 
of supporting a large establishment, had now so com- 
pletely exhausted the magnificent treasures of Sultan 
Sekander and IbrAhim Lodi, which he had found on 
his arrival at the capital, that he was at this time 
obliged to add about thirty per cent, to the ordinary 
taxes, in order to meet the great expenditure of his 
armies. Ilis giving up the tamgha or stamp-tax on 
Musulmau property, however popular that act may 
have been among those of his own religion, could not 
fail to make a large diminution in the amount of the 
ordinary revenue. § 


* Mem., pp. 379 — 381. \ Baber’s Mem., p. 387. Baber’s 

t .i.j-kulah. expressions, in stating this fact, show 

t Baber’s Mem. pp. 385 — 387. that, on taking pobscssion of .Delhi 
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Important events, and deeply interesting to Bdber, 
were in the meanwhile passing in KhorAsdn. We have 
seen that the Uzbeks, after the death of Shah Ismael, 
and during the minority of his son Shah Tahmasp, had 
twice entered that country, had even advanced to Herdt, 
and were in possession of Meshhid and Tris. After 
this success, Obeid Khan, who, though second to his 
grand-uncle Kuchum, the Grand Khan, in reality di- 
rected the affairs of the Uzbeks, advanced and took 
Asterdbdd, defeating the Persian generals who opposed 
him. Leaving his son, Abdal-aziz Sultan, to defend that 
province, he marched for Balkh ; but soon after, large 
reinforcements from Azerbaijdn having joined the Per- 
sians, Abdal-aziz was forced to fall back ; and, his 
father joining him, they turned on the Persian generals 
and totally defeated them near Bostdm. Obeid, having 
recovered Asterdbdd, committed the government of the 
city and province to Renish* Behdder Khan, an officer 
of rank; and himself moved towards Herdt, sending 
out detachments in different directions, and took up 
his winter-quarters at Ghuridn. 

Next year, he laid siege to Herat, which was bravely 
defended by Husein Khan Shamlu, who had succeeded 
Dermish Khan as governor of Sam Mirza, the young 
prince, and of the province. When the siege had lasted 
seven months, provisions began to fail. Husein being 
in the greatest distress, seized, for the use of his gar- 
rison, whatever grain was left in the place. He was, 
however, reduced to the last extremity, when news ar- 
rived of the defeat of Renish Behdder. 

The Persians had collected a large force, which was 
placed under their governors of Sebzdwdr and Aster- 
abad, who attacked Renish near Damghdn, and at first 
defeated him ; but he, having recovered the day, gained 

and Agra, he did not distribute Ferishta and other historians, 
among his troops all the treasures * Or Zinish. 
of these ptinccs, as is affirmed by 
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a complete victory, in which both the Persian leaders 
fell. While Obeid was elated with this news, messen- 
gers arrived, bringing intelligence that the young King, 
with an army of forty thousand men, was on his march 
for Herdt; that the advance had besieged Renish in 
Damghan ; had defeated and put to the sword most of 
his army ; and had slain himself, while attempting to 
escape. In their sweeping course, they routed a second 
Uzbek detachment, which, in consequence, hastily fell 
back on Obeid Khan, who was still employed in the 
siege of Herdt. The approaching danger compelled 
him to decamp from Piil-Maldn, and retreat by hasty 
marches to Merv, whither he invited the whole Uzbek 
chiefs to hasten to his aid. They, accordingly, repaired 
to his standard from Samarkand, Andejan, Tashkend, 
Ilissar, and Balkh, to the number, according to the 
Uzbeks, of one hundred and five thousand men."^ So 
great an army, say the Persians, had never crossed the 
Amu since the days of Chenglz Khan. 

IMean while, Tahmasp had advanced to Meshhid, 
hoping to cut off Obeid’s retreat from Herflt. When 
he found that the Uzbeks had made good their way to 
Merv, after a short stay in Meshhid, to visit the holy 
places, he proceeded to Jdm, on his route to Herdt, 
blearing that the Uzbeks were fast assembling from all 
quarters, he intrenched himself strongly in the Auleng- 
Zingdn f, where he then happened to be. The Uzbeks, 
when informed of this, concluded that the Kezelbashes 
were afraid ; and despising their enemy, resolved to 
march for Meshhid, Their plan of campaign is singu- 
larly illustrative of the superstition of their age and 
tribe. They proposed, that the main body of their 

’ Mir Valii'a Saifi, the authoi of Persian lepoits of the time, as 
the Leb-al-Towaiikh, gnea them brought to Baber, they were 
one hundred and twenty-one thou- three hundred thousand, 
sand. The Alim-aidi Abasi says t Or Zadegan, or perhaps 
eighty thousand veterans, exclusive Zaghan. 
of othci troops. Aceoiding to the 
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army should encamp at Meshhid, while a force of 
twenty thousand cavalry was to be pushed forward to 
scour the countiy round the enemy’s camp, and not to 
suffer a man to show his head beyond the trenches. 
They were then to let their magicians work their en- 
chantments ; so that the enemy being, by that means, 
shut up spell-bound, and reduced to extremity, not a 
man of them was to be allowed to escape out of their 
hands. But they had not leisure to carry into effect 
this hopeful arrangement. As soon as Shah Tahmasp 
heard that the Uzbeks were fairly in motion, and ap- 
proaching by ZoiAbad, he joyfully advanced to meet 
them. The two armies came in sight of each other, on 
the 25th September, near Jam, a town lying between 
Meshhid and Her4t. The Persians did not exceed forty 
or fifty thousand men*, but they were veterans, disci- 
plined troops, trained to service m the Ottoman wars ; 
and they possessed a fine artillery, a body of two thou- 
sand artillerymen to work the guns, and six thousand 
’iiatchlockmen. 

The battle began on the morning of the 26th Sep- 
tember. The guns of the Persians were in their centre, 
protected behind by twenty thousand chosen troops, 
under the personal command of the King. The Uzbeks, 
following their usual tactics, made use of their flanking 
columns; which, as they moved on, drove in all the 
enemy’s advanced posts, broke the extremities of their 
line, and wheeled round into their rear. Here they 
found the baggage and camels of the army, which soon 
became the prey of the robbers of the desert, and pro- 
bably delayed their hostile operations. To common 
eyes the day was their own; but the Persian centre 
had stood unshaken; and, when the moment seemed 
favourable, the chains that connected the Kezelbash 
guns being dropped, the troops stationed behind them 

* The author of the Alim-aidi four thousand legular tioops, 

Abasi givc^b them only twenty- 
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BOOK lu. rushed forward, and a furious combat at close quarters 
A.D 1328. ensued between the main bodies. There was, in parti- 
cular, a body of three thousand Persian cuirassiers, a 
kind of body-guard, who charged with undaunted gal- 
lantry. Thrice were the 'Uzbeks broken, and thrice 
did they return undismayed to the charge. At length 
they were routed on all sides, with prodigious slaughter ; 
fifty thousand of their numbers, it is said, covered the 
field ; but beside them lay no fewer than twenty thou- 
withgicit sand of their enemies. The numbers are probably 
■.laughter, exaggerated. Several of the leading Uzbdk chiefs 

were slain. Kuchum, the Grand Khan, and Obeid, their 
great leader, escaped from the field, the latter wounded. 
Jdni Beg, the Uzbek chief of Andejdn, who had pursued 
the flying troops of the Persian wings to a great dis- 
tance, supposing the victory secure, returned back the 
same night, and, guided by the fires and lights of the 
camp, which he imagined to be that of Obeid, came 
upon the encampment of Tahmasp. The Persian war- 
riors again took to horse and followed him ; the fight 
was renewed, but he efiected his escape. Soon after 
this victory the necessity of Tahmasp’s affairs recalled 
him to his western dominions.* 

bXV's”^ This great victory of the Persians revived Baber’s 
Witt-, oil hopes of conquest and dominion on the side of Samar- 
kand. kand ; hopes which, to the close of his life, he always 

fondly cherished. lie wrote therefore to Hiimdyun, 
who was in Badakhshan, a letter of advice regarding his 
future operations ; recommending to him to attempt to 
gain Balkh and Hissar, and if possible to march against 
Kiln I. 31. Samarkand. The letter written on that occasion has 

Nov. 26. been preserved to us, and is full of enlarged political 

■* Tinkh-Alim-aria Abasi, f. 23, erioneous. Obeid Khan was not 
24-. Babel’s Mem , pp. 388, 389, killed, as was supposed ; but when 
et seq., and pp. SQG, 397- The Baber’s messenger came from Kho- 
dccounts bi ought to Baber, iramedi- riisan, it was still believed that he 
ately after the battle, and lecorded had fallen, 
in Ills journal, weie in -some respects 
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views and sound sense ; and, at the same time, indicates 
an elegant and refined critical taste. Hiimdyun, mean- 
while, had not neglected the favourable occasion. He 
collected an army of forty or fifty thousand men, and 
marched for Samarkand, accompanied by Sultan Weis, 
whose younger brother advanced and occupied Hissdr, 
(which the Uzbek Sultan, who held it, had abandoned 
after the battle of Jdm, leaving only a garrison behind) ; 
while another of Hiimdyun’s officers, marching from 
Turraez, occupied Kabadidn, an important town in the 
same quarter.* In the course of these operations, 
various irregularities had been committed in the terri- 
tories of Balkh, which belonged to Kitin Kara Sultan, 
an Uzbek, who at this time was on friendly terms with 
Bdber, and had an envoy at his court. As, through 
this envoy, Kitin Kara sent strong remonstrances on 
the conduct and proceedings of Bdber’s Amirs, who had 
permitted much robbery and pillage to be committed 
on his frontiers, Bdber, in return, dispatched instant 
orders to his officers to use every exertion to seize and 
punish all such pillagers and robbers, and to comport 
themselves towards the neighbouring friendly poAvers 
Avith perfect amity and good faith.f About this time he 
intimated an intention of marching in person to Kdbul in 
the spring, to be near these movements, — an intention 
which the state of his affairs in Hindustdn afterwards 
prevented his carrying into effect. The Uzbeks, Avho 
Avere numerous and brave, soon after recovered all that 
they had lost.J But his AAUsh to revisit the countries 
beyond the mountains iieA'cr forsook him; and, in 
writing, at a later period, to his friend KhAvdja Kildn, 
he informs him, that, as things Avere becoming more 
settled in India, he yet expected to be soon able to set 
out for his northern dominions, his desire to visit 
Avhich, he says, Avas unbounded.§ 

• Baber’s Mem. pp. 390. 399- » 1 Ibid. p. 388. 

+ Ibid. p. 403. § Ibid. p. 401. 
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For some time past Bdber’s health had shown evident 
symptoms of decline. About this period he had fre- 
quent attacks of fever, which at each return lasted a 
month or six weeks. In addition to the usual remedies, 
he attempted, he tells us, to remove it by composing 
verses in honour of an eminent Musulman saint. 

The rains being over, he once more summoned his 
army to join him. Early in December he held a 
council to deliberate in what direction he should march. 
It was arranged that his son Askeri Mirza should take 
the command of the army in the eastern prcwinces ; 
and letters were addressed to Sultan Juneid BirMs, to 
whom had been committed the chief direction of affairs 
in that quarter, to inquire if the Emperor’s presence 
was necessary, as, if not, he would turn his arms 
another way. The interval before an answer was 
received, Baber employed in giving a grand feast to his 
nobles and to the foreign ambassadors at his court * ; 
and he then visited the improvements going on at 


* Baber gives a particular ac- 
count of this feast (Mem. p. 394 — 
.396.). It was held in a garden, 
lie himself was seated in a tem. 
porary pavilion that was covered 
with thas-grass, for coolness. On 
his right were his cousin (Tokhtali) 
Bugha Sultan, a son of the younger 
khan of the Moghuls, his own son 
Askeri, and the family and de- 
pendents of Hazret Khw^a, readers 
of the Koran, and Mullas ; on his 
left were Muhammed Zeman Mirza, 
his son-in-law ; Autenk Itmish 
Sultan (apparently a Moghul chief} 
with a number of Syeds. Thirty 
or forty yaids to the right were the 
Persian ambassadors. There were 
also ambassadors from various Hindu 
chiefs. Before dinner, all the Amirs 
and grandees made their offerings 
of money, rich clothes, or other 
valuables. Fights of furious camels 
and elephants were succeeded by 


ram-fights and wrestling matches. 
During the dinner, numerous dresses 
of honour and presents of gold and 
silver, swords, richly embroidered 
sword-belts, and enamelled daggers 
were bestowed on the Khw^jas, 
Mullas, and ambassadors, who were 
present, as well as on the courtiers 
and distinguished ofiicers ; and 
especially on all such of the Em- 
peror’s old servants as had accom- 
panied him from Ferghana. 'The 
feats of skill of Hindustani juggleis 
succeeded, with rope-dancing and 
tumbling ; after which, dancing- 
girls were introduced. The whole 
was concluded, towards evening 
prayers, by scattering among the 
bystanders a quantity of gold, silver, 
and copper money. When the party 
broke up, Baber detained five or six 
of the most distinguished guests, who 
sat conversing with him till the end 
of the first watch of the, night. 
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Dhillpdr, where he was building a palace, laying out 
a garden and sinking wells. The return of the mes- 
senger assured him that all was quiet in the East ; that 
Sultan Juneid had advanced with his army towards 
Kherid, a province which lies chiefly on the left bank 
of the Gogra, and which was then in the occupation of 
the King of Bengal ; and that there was nothing that 
required the Emperor’s presence. It Avas, however, 
suggested that one of the Emperor’s sons should be sent 
to the army, and orders issued to the Amirs and 
Jagirclp.rs to attend him ; and an ambassador, who re- 
turned about this time from Bengal, gave the most 
favom’able report of the disposition of the king of that 
country.* 

Bdber now, therefore, resolved to march to the West ; 
where, since he Avas not to attack Bengal, he expected 
the richest booty and the best means of supporting his 
army. Before he set out, and to put his mind quite at 
ease respecting affairs to the eastward, he sent a con- 
fidential oflicer to the principal chiefs and Amirs in the 
provinces beyond the Ganges, to enjoin them to attend 
Askeii Mirza, wherever he should lead. This envoy 
Avas to lose no opportunity of reporting on the spot 
every kind of intelligence that could in any degree in- 
fluence the Emperor’s conduct.f 

At this crisis, news reached him that the Baliichcs 
had made an inroad into his territories and committed 
great devastation. That bi’ave but barbarous race at 
that time possessed most of the country from Bheker 
in Sind to Multdn and Samana. Bdber entrusted the 
task of repressing and punishing these freebooters to 
his cousin Chin Taimur Sultan, Governor of Mewdt; 
and, for that purpose placed under him some of his 
ablest generals, with all the forces of Sirhind, Samang, 
and the adjoining provinces ; commanding them to take 
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stores and provisions for six months’ service, that they 
might do the business effectually.* 

The Emperor then hastened to Dhiilpiir ; that, be- 
fore taking the field, he might enjoy some short relax- 
ation, in superintending the extensive improvements 
he was himself carrying on at that place ; where several 
of his nobles were also laying out grounds, and build- 
ing country houses. But he had been there only four 
days, when intelligence reached him that Sultan Mah- 
mfid, the brother of the late Sultan Ibrahim Lodi, 
who, as we have seen, had, after his brother’s ^death, 
been acknowledged by the Western Afghans and Edna 
Sdnga as his laAvful successor, — having now been in- 
vited from Gujrdt by the Eastern Afghans, — had ar- 
rived among them, assumed the crown, was at the head 
of au army, and already master of Behdr. 

The affairs of Behdr will be better understood from 
the history of Shir Shah; with the events of whose 
early life they are intimately connected. Suffice it, at 
present, to remark that, on the death of Sultan Mu- 
hammed Shah Lohani, the Afghdn king of Behdr, of 
the new dynasty (an event which occurred some time 


■* Bdber’s Memoirs, p. 399. fe- 
rishta (vol. ii. p. 62 .) tells us that 
Askeri Alirza, who governed Multan, 
was ordered to court this year 
(a. II. 935 ) when Baber was about 
to march to the East. He adds, 
that towards the close of the year 
Baber received advice that the Ba- 
luches in Multan had raised the 
standard of revolt. Now, Baber 
mentions, that, before setting out 
against Chanderi, which was 14th 
llebi I. A. H. 934 (Dec. 9 j ■*. i). 
1527), he had recalled Askeri, to 
confer with him on the affairs of 
Alultan, and that that prince joined 
him in Moharrem 3, being the 
third day of the year 935, (Sept. 
1 8. 1 528) ; that Askeri took leave 
of him to jirocccd to the eastward 


on 8 Rehi II. of the same year 
(Dec. 21); and that news of the 
inroads of the Baluches reached him 
on the 28th of that month (Jan. 10, 
1529 ). Baber’s Mem. pp. 382. 
396 . 398 . Askeri must, theiefore, 
have been recalled from Multdn, 
A. H. 934, and must have gone to 
that country either in a.h. 933 or 
early in 934 ; a fact of some conse- 
quence in settling the chronology of 
the reduction of Multan by Bdber. 
The preparations for Clun Taimur s 
campaign are more like those for 
the conquest of a province, than for 
repelling an invasion. 'To secure 
the repose of Multdn, which they 
had long governed, it was necessary 
to break the power of the Baluch 
tribes. 
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after Bdber's expedition to Chanddri), he was sue- nrAP.iir. 
cceded by his son Sultan Jildl-ed-din Lohdni, a minor*; 
that the chief management of affairs, at least in Behdr, 
then devolved on that prince’s mother Diidii, and on 
Shir Khan, who had already risen into distinction ; 
that the country was distracted by the rival claims of 
the Lohdni nobles related to the young King, of Baban, 
and Bayezid, whose influence was very extensive, of 
Shir Khan, and of other chiefs ; and that these fac- 
tions, added to the effects of the discomfiture which 
the Afghans received, in the preceding campaigns, from 
the armies of Bdber, at length induced the young prince 
to take refuge in the territories of the King of Bengal. 

In this state of things, the Afghdns of Judnpur, and Eastera 
indeed of Hindustdn in general, in order to avert the eau'ia™ 
total ruin of their affairs, and to unite all interests as 
far as was practicable, I'esolved to call in Sultan 
Mahmiid Lodi, who had already, with the support of 
lldna Sdnga, made an effort to mount the throne of 
Delhi. When defeated in that attempt, he had retired 
to Cheitilr ; whence he afterwards proceeded to Pand in 
Bhandelkand, Tsrhere he remained waiting for some fa- 
vourable change of affairs ; and now accepted the invita- 
tion to ascend the throne ofBehdrand Judupiir. He was 
speedily joined by his countrymen fi-om every quarter, 
and seems to have taken possession of nearly the whole 
of Behdr without opposition. What excites most sur- 
prise is the secresy and success with which intrigues 
and movements so extensive appear to have been con- 
ducted ; a fact to be explained, perhaps, by the deep 
interest -which every Afghan felt in the national suc- 
cess; and the fidelity which tribesmen show to their 
chiefs and to each other. 

The very day after receiving this news, Bdber re- B5iicvt.iKc» 
turned to A-gra, where he intimated to his council his 

* He is generally styled Jelal- the Chaghatm interest 
Khan Behdr Khan, by writers in 

VOL.* I. K K 
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resolution immediately to assume the command of the 
eastern army ; and accordingly, taking with him such 
troops as were at hand, he set out on the second day 
of February, and, crossing the Do4b, reached the right 
bank of the Ganges, at Dakdaki, on the twenty-seventh. 
Here he was met by his son, Askeri, and several 
generals, who came from the other side. He arranged 
with them, that, while his army marched down the 
right bank of the river, theirs should march down the 
left, and should always encamp over against his. 

The information which he here received was. but 
little satisfactory. He found that the Afghans, who 
were straining every nerve to recover their military 
and political ascendency, had gathered round Sultan 
klahmild Lodi to the number of a hundred thousand 
men ; that the Sultan had detached Baban and Sheikh 
Bayezid with a large force to SirwAr, while he himself, 
with Fateh Khan SirwAni — the minister of Sultan Jildl- 
ed-dln Lodi, and of Sultan Ibrdhfm, in succession, by 
whom Mahmxid had been joined, and who had now 
deserted BAber as he had done his first master — kept 
along the Behdr bank of the Ganges, and was marching 
on Chundr ; that Shir Khan, whom BAber had distin- 
guished by marks of his favour, having given him 
several perganas and entrusted him with a command, 
had joined the insurgents, had crossed the Ganges 
and occupied Benares, from which the officers of Sultan 
JilAl-ed-din Sherki (a descendant of the older dynasty 
of the country), who held the city under the Emperor’s 
authority, had fled on his approach.* 

There were, therefore, at this time, three competitors 
for the Eastern or Sherki kingdom. 1. Sultan JilAJ- 
ed-din Sherki f, the representative of the older kings, 

* Baber’s Mem. p. 405. nally commanded the second division 

+ Called by Feiishta, Jilal-ed- of Baber’s army at the passage of 
din Isuzrat Shah Sherki, ex-king of the Gogra, Baber’s Mem. pp. 404, 
Jnanpur (vol. ii. p. 6S.). He en- 405. 414. 428. He was also sent 
tertained Baber at Karia, and nomi- to oppose Baban, p. 419. * 
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who ruled the country before it was conquered by 
Sultan Sekander Lodi. He had lately submitted to 
Bdber, and sought his protection. His claims had 
become rather obsolete, but seemed to have been re- 
vived at this period, and acknowledged by the Emperor, 
evidently to serve an immediate purpose. 2. Sultan 
JilAl-ed-dm Behdr-Khan Lohani* whose father and 
grandfather had headed the revolt against Sultan Ibra- 
him. He was suppbrted by many Afghan nobles in 
BehAr, but had lately been forced to seek refuge with 
the King of Bengal, his ally. And, 3., Sultan Mahmiid 
Lodi, the brother of the late Sultan Ibrahim, and the 
representative of the Lodi dynasty of Delhi, whom the 
great body of the Afghans had now united to support 
in his claims, not on Beh4r merely, but on Delhi 
itself. 

Baber, informed of the real state of affairs, continued 
his march down the banks of the Ganges. In passing 
Earra he was magnificently entertained by Sultan Jildl- 
ed-din Sherki, the prince whose pretensions he favoured, 
and on whom he bestowed the nominal command of 
a division of his army. When he had made a march 
or two below that city, the effects of his activity 
became visible. He learned that Sultan Mahmiid Lodi, 
who had recently advanced to Chundr, and even made 
an assault upon it, had no sooner received certain in- 
formation of the Emperor’s approach, than, filled -with 
consternation, he raised the siege and retreated in 
confusion; and that Shir Khan had, in like manner, 
abandoned Benares, and recrossed the river with such 

* He ves, as we have seen, the his mother Dudu. Pp. 411, 412, 
son of Behar Khan Deria Khan On his submission, Baber granted 
Lohdni of Behar, who assumed the him an allowance of fifty laks a- 
name of Sultan Muhammed Shah, year, F, 418. Shir Khan was for 
Baber’s Mem. p. 335, He seems some time his minister and pro- 
to have been under the tutelage of tector. 

K K 2 
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precipitation that two of his boats were lost in the 
passage.* 

The imperial army having reached Allahabad, where 
the Ganges and Jamna unite their streams, began on 
the 10th of March to cross the latter river to Priag, 
whence Baber proceeded by Chunar, Benares, and 
Ghazipur, hastening to attack Sultan Mahmiid, who had 
now taken a position behind the S6n. At Ghdzipiir, 
Mahmud Khan Lohdni, an Afghan of influence, came and 
submitted to him ; and, while yet near the same place, 
Sultan Jllal-ed-dm Behdr-Klian Behari, — the expelled 
prince, and still one of the competitors for the throne of 
I’ehiir, — Shir Khan Siir, the future sovereign of Delhi, 
and other Afghans of influence, sent to tender their 
submission. This amounted to a breaking up of the 
now or LohAni dynasty of Behar, leaving only Sultan 
iMahnuid Lodi and hi.s adherents to be combated.' 

Biiber now proceeded to cross the KermnAs, and en- 
cami)ed beyond Chousa, that was to become celebrated 
by the calamity of his son, and Baksara (or Buxar) 
memorable in our own history. Marching thence, he 
found that Sultan Mahmiid, whose anny had been 
daily suflering from defection, and who had been lying 
not far otf attended by only two thousand men, had 
retired with precipitation on the appi’oach of an ad- 
vanced party of the imperial army, had been pursued, 
and several of his men slain. lie also now took refuge 
with the army of Bengal, which had crossed the Ganges, 
probably in the intention of co-operating with him. 
Biiher proceeded to the district of Arif, in BehAr, lying 
between the Ganges and the S6n at their confluence, 
where he invested Muhammed Zemdn Mirza, his son- 
in-law, with the government of Behdr, and fixed the 
revenue to be paid out of that province.J 

The Emperor had now arrived opposite to where 


* Babci’s Mem. n. 405. . J Baber’s Mem. pp. 406—410. 

t The Anah of llenncll. 
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tlie Gogra joins the Ganges from the north-east ; and un.vi>. fjl 
where, apparently, the kingdom of Bengal commenced, ^ 
on the left bank of that river. Here he learned that Bciar in 
Sultan Iklahmiid Lodi was in the Bengal camp at the 
junction of the two rivers, with a body of Afghans, 
and, that when he and his followers Avished to remove 
their families and baggage, they were not permitted, 
the Bengalis probably wishing to retain them as hos- 
tages. Sultan JOill-ed-dm LoliAni, his rival, Avho had 
lately sent his submission to Biibcr, Avas in like manner 
hind€red from departing, in consequence of which he 
had come to blows Avith the Bengalis, had effected 
a passage over the Ganges into Behar Avith his fol- 
loAvers, and Avas on his march to join the imperial 
army. The Emperor, therefore, Avho considered that 
the position of the array of Bengal, and the conduct of 
its leaders, had violated their neutrality, prepared to 
call them to account. 

The transactions betAveen Bdber and Xasrat Shah, AfSiirsof 
the King of Bengal*, are hinted at, but not explained, in 
the Emperor’s commentaries. When Sultan Sekander a.h. 90s. 
Lodi overran the Sberki kingdom of Juanpiir, the 
reisnins king took refuge AA’itb the King of Bengal. 
Sekander, having subdued Bebar, entered Bengal ; and 
his advance AVas stayed only by a convention, by Avhicli 
he Avas alloAved to retain Behar, Tirhiit, Sirkar, Sdran, 
and all that he had subdued, but Avas not to in\'ade 
Bengal ; and neither prince Avas to support the enemies 
of the other. The confusion occasioned by Babci-’s a. h. 930-2. 
approach against Ibrdhhn Lodi, presented a favourable 
opportunity to the King of Bengal for recovering the 
ceded proAunces. Nasrat Shah accordingly invaded 
and took possession of Tirhiit, subdued Ilajipiir, and, 

• The complete title of Nasrat, Shah." By many historians he is 
according to Stewart, History of called Nasib, a name by which he 
Bengal, p. 118., was “ Sultan Nasiat appears to have been familiaily 
Shah biif Sultan Ala-ed-iHn Husein known. 

K K. 3 
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crossing the Ganges, took the fort and district of Mon- 
geir, which he entrusted to Kutb Khan, one of his best 
generals. After the defeat and death of Sultan Ibra- 
him, many Afghans fled to Bengal ; and Nasrat even 
married a daughter of that prince.* He now afforded 
a refuge to her uncle, Sultan Mahmiid, when driven 
from his dominions. 

Bdber found the army of Kherid, as the Bengal army 
was called, lying in what is at present the territory of 
Saran, which Nasrat had recovered from the Afghans. 
It was encamped near the junction of the Ganges and 
the Gogra f, so as to be able to defend both the course 
of the Gogra, and the left bank of the Ganges, after the 
union of the two rivers. He discovered, too, that the 
Bengal generals had collected about an hundred or an 
hundred and fifty vessels, on their side of the stream ; 
by means of which they were able, at once to hinder 
the passage of an enemy and to facilitate their o'wn. 
Such an army he could not safely leave behind; espe- 
cially as the troops of Baban and Bayezid had also 
taken refuge upon, and in strength occupied, the upper 
course of the Gogra. He was, indeed, at peace with 
Bengal ; but the shelter afforded to his flying enemy, 
the position of the Kherid army, and the equivocal 
conduct of its leaders, made it indispensable that he 
should have a categorical declaration as to the disposi- 
tion and intention of the Bengal government. He, 


* Stewart’s History of Bengal, 
pp. 113—116. 

t Some confusion arises from the 
various names given to this river, 
Gogar or Gogra, Siru or Sirju, and 
Dewah. The principal branch rises 
in the Himalaya mountains, where 
it is named Kali. At Swarga-dwara 
it meets and unites with the Saryu, 
Sirju or Sirjew ; after which it is 
indiscriminately named Gogra, Siru, 
or Dewa. 


There is another Sugu or Suryu, 
which, from the map, appears to 
run parallel to it, and to branch off 
from it ; and, passing Azimgar and 
Mow, falls into the Ganges. 

It would appear that Kherid, a 
division not now known hy that 
name, included the country on both 
sides of the Gogra, near Sekanderpur, 
and thence on its left bank down to 
the Ganges. 
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therefore, dispatched an envoy to Nasrat Shah, the King 
of Bengal ; and sent along with him an ambassador of 
that prince, who was in his camp, to remind the King 
that he had always carefully cultivated his friendship 
and preserved the relations of peace and amity that 
subsisted between them; but that these relations, as 
matters now stood, could be preserved only by his ac- 
ceding to three conditions already sent him, but to 
which the Emperor had received no answer ; that they 
should again be laid before the King, for his acceptance ; 
that;? in the meanwhile, Bdber, until he received the 
King’s answer, must follow his flying enemies wherever 
they went; that he would engage, however, that the 
subjects of Bengal should suffer no injury from his 
troops, either by land or water ; but that the army of 
Kherid must leave the track in which he was marching, 
and retire from its present position ; that he was ready 
to afford safe-conducts to the Afghans who had been in 
arms against him, to send troops to protect them on 
their march, and to allow them to return home with 
assurances of indemnity; that, if the road was not left 
open for the advance of his army, he could not be 
answerable for the consequences.* 

Baber was now joined by Sultan Juneid Birlds, from 
Judnpi'ir, with about twenty thousand men. The tardy 
arrival of these troops subjected their commander to a 
temporary disgrace. Not having received a satisfactory 
answer to his demands, the Emperor resolved to compel 
the army beyond the Gogra to quit its strong position. 
He made the necessary arrangements for the intended 
attack. He formed his army into six divisions. Four 
of these, consisting of Askeri’s army, which was already 
on the left bank of the Ganges, and of Sultan Juneid’s, 
which had recently joined on the same side, were or- 
dered to be prepared to cross the Gogra, either in boats 


' Baber’s Mem. pp. 411, 413. 
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at Haldi, or by fordiug still farther up that river. The 
other two divisions were still oii the right bank of the 
Ganges. One of these, under the Emperor’s personal 
direction, was to effect the passage of that river, and 
then to cot or the operations of Ustdd AliKuli, his chief 
engineer ; who was directed to plant a battery on the 
banks of the Siru or Gogra, above its union with the 
Ganges, directly opposite to the Bengal camp, which it 
would be able to cannonade, — and afterwards to cover 
the passage of the Emperor’s division when it crossed 
the Gogra to attack the enemy. Mustafa, anothef en- 
gineer, who had a party of musqueteers and artillery, 
supported by Muhammed Zeinan Mirza, and the sixth 
division, Avas to open a cannonade on the flank qf the 
enemy’s camp, from the Behar bank of the Ganges, be- 
low the junction of the rivers. The main body of the 
army, Avhich Avas that under Askeri, after passing the 
Gogra at Haldi, was ordered to march down upon the 
enemy, so as to drarv them from their camp, and induce 
them to march up that river ; and, by this diversion, to 
keep them occupied until the two divisions of Baber and 
Muhammed Zemdn, under cover of the fire of the artil- 
lery and matclilockmen, could be transported across. 

The Avliole army Avas accordingly put in motion. 
Askeri’s four divisions marched for Haldi. The bat- 
teries, both on the Gogra and Ganges, Avere constructed 
and commenced their fire. The Bengal army behaved 
Avith great braA^ery and pushed parties across to attack 
the Emperor’s troops, both aboAe and beloAV the junction 
of the rivers. At length, after various movements, 
Bdber received notice that Askeri had effected a pas- 
sage over the Gogra at the Haldi-Ghdt, and was now 
ready for action ; and that he had been strengthened 
by the defection of Shah Muhammed Maariif, an Af- 
ghan nobleman of the highest rank and consequence, 
Avho had deserted the confedei’acy Avith his followers, 
and now j.oined his camp. The general attack was, 
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therefore, fixed for next morning; but in the mean- 
■whilc, there was some fighting between the vessels in 
the river. 

On the morning of the 6th of May, as soon as 
Askeri’s army was known to be in motion, the Bengal 
troops moved up to meet him ; whereupon Bdber or- 
dered both his division and that of Mnhammed Zemdn 
to cross over without delay. This was effected bravely, 
though not without sharp resistance. The troops got 
across ; some in boats, some by swimming, some float' 
ing on'»reeds. They were met with equal gallantry on 
lauding; bat kept together, formed, and made repeated 
vigorous charges. As Askeri advanced do-wnwards, the 
enemy, finding themselves surrounded and driven in on 
three sides, finally quitted the field in confusion.* 

This victory was decisive in its consequences. Num- 
bers of the Afghans, who till now had been refractory, 
having lost all hope of re-establishing an Afghan go- 
vernment in the East, submitted ; and Sultan Jildl-ed- 
din Lohdui, the late King of Behar, whose escape from 
the Bengal camp has been mentioned, arrived, with 
many of his princiioal Amirs, and acknowledged Baber. 
Other chiefs, imitating their example, petitioned to be 
received into the Emperor’s service. Seven or eight 
thousand Lohdni Afghdns had already joined him, and 
were now rewarded and employed. The feuds between 
the Lohdni and Lodi factions in the Eastern provinces 
were fatal to the national interest. 

The success of Bdber’s arms hastened the accept- 
ance of the three propositions which had been sent to 
Nasrat Shah for his acceptance or refusal; for, the 
prince of Mongeir, a son of the King, and Hasan Khan 
Leshker, his minister, now took it upon them to write 
to Baber agreeing to them on his part. “ As this ex- 
pedition had been undertaken,” says Bdber, “ for the 
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purpose of punishing the rebellious Afghdns, of whom 
many had gone off and disappeared, many had come in 
and entered my service, while the few that remained 
had taken shelter among the Bengalis, who undertook 
to answer for their conduct ; and as, besides, the rainy 
season was now close at hand, I wrote an answer in 
return, and sent my ratification of the terms of pacifi- 
cation.” A few days after, the Emperor set out to 
chastise Baban and Bayezid, the only Afghan chiefe of 
any consequence who were stiU in arms, and who were 
probably at this time in the Bharech country.* • 

No sooner was it known that a treaty was finally con- 
cluded with Bengal, and that the great Afghan leaders 
had submitted to Bdber, than these two chiefs, who 
seem in general to have had more power and influence 
than the King whom they served, especially in the pro- 
vinces to the east of the Ganges, no longer finding 
shelter in the Bengal territory, and seeing Behdr oc- 
cupied by the Emperor’s troops, recros.sed the Gogra 
and Siru, and marched upon Laknau, in hopes of carry- 
ing it by a coup-de-mam, in the absence of the regular 
array. On their arrival at that city, they made an as- 
sault and were repulsed ; but some hay or straw that 
had been collected in the fort having been set on fire 
by combustible missiles, the heat became so intense that 
the garrison could not stand on the works ; so that the 
assailants were enabled to enter and take possession of 
the place. As soon, however, as the Afghdns heard 
that Bdber was on his return back, they abandoned it, 
and crossed the Ganges into the Dodb, near Dilmdu. 
Being pursued by a detachment sent after them, they 
next crossed the Jamna also. Part of their troops were 
overtaken and cut off ; the remainder were followed as 
far as the borders of Banddlkand to Mahdba, which also 
they left hastily on the advance of the pursuing force. 


* Baber’s Mem. pp. 418, 4ig. 


+ Ibid. ff. 421— <423. 
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The Emperor, meanwliile, after this successful cam- chap. in. 
paign, having set out on his return, had reached a ghdt 
on the Gogra, opposite to Sekanderpiir ; and the troops siibcr re- 
were busily employed in passing the river, when, on the 
night of the 26th of May, the rains set in with one of 
those violent tempests which often mark the opening of ^ 
the monsoon; and so suddenly, that the Emperor’s 
pavilion and the screens surrounding it were blown 
down over him, as he was writing, and his life endangered. 

In a few days, however, he was able to cross the Gogra ; 
and, having sent out the main body of his army to 
Ghazipiir, himself marched up to Oud ; whence, by way 
of K6rah, he once more returned to Agra. 

This is the last campaign of which we have the 
history from the pen of B5,ber himself; and of the 
military events of the next fifteen months, wc know 
hardly any thing. The only occurrence transmitted to 
us is the disaffection and intended revolt of Rahim-ddd, 
the governor of Gualidr ; who was, however, prevailed 
upon by the influence and remonstrances of Sheikh 
Muhammed Ghus, the celebrated Musulman saint, who 
was still in that neighbourhood, — to restore that strong Mohamm 
and important fortress into the hands of Bdber.* sipt. 7. 

* Baber’s Mem. p. 424. 
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The decline in the Emperor’s health, which for some 
time past had become evident to all about him, excited 
in his eldest son, Humdyun Mirza, who had now re- 
sided for the greater part of nine years * in the distant 
government of Badakhshan, a natural anxiety to bo 
near his father, for the purpose of counteracting the in- 
trigues so common in the harams and the courts of 
all Eastern princes, under such circumstances. He ac- 
cordingly set out, without leave, as it would appear, to 
proceed to Agra. Mirza Haider, indeed, affirms that 
Baber, at the same time that he placed Kamrdii Mirza 
in Kandahar, recalled Humayun into India; that, if 
any thing adverse happened, he might be at band, to 
assume the reins of government. But, in this instance, 
the opposite assertion of other historians is more pro- 
bable ; as we cannot suppose that a prince of Baber’s 
talents and experience would have recalled his sou 
from so important a station as Badakhshan then was, 

* Fiom A. H. 926 to 935, ex- on the conquest of India. Tar. 
ceptiiig when he attended las father Resh. f. 2Q3. 
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without appointing some one as his successor ; and it 
appears that none such was named. 

When it was known in Badakhshdn that Humdyun 
was about to depart, the alarm was general. The in- 
habitants earnestly remonstrated with him ; and repre- 
sented that, should he leave them, none of the Amirs of 
the country was able to afford protection from the 
Uzbeks, who had long eagerly desired to possess it. 
Humdyun acknowledged the justice of their represent- 
ations, but pleaded his father’s orders ; at the same 
time a,ssuring them, that he would use his influence to 
get one of his brothers sent without delay to supply his 
place. 

Immediately on his departure, Sultan W els of Khutldn, 
who se*ems to have had the chief direction of affairs 
under Khan Mirza, and to have possessed great influence 
under Humdyun, concerting measures with some other 
Amirs of Badakhshan, and without waiting for any 
communication with Kdbul, dispatched expresses to 
Sultan Said Khan, the sovereign of Kdshghar, to lay 
before him the state of affairs, and to invite him to take 
the country under his protection. They told him that 
Humdyun had gone, leaving every thing under the 
charge of one Fakhr Ali"*, who was quite unable to re- 
sist the attacks of the Uzbeks or to secure tranquillity 
to Badakhshdn ; that the Khan alone was able to afford 
effective protection, as, from the vicinity of his do- 
minions, the natives of Badakhshdn would always be 
able to defend themselves till he could arrive to their 
succour ; that, besides, the kingdom had descended by 
inheritance through the old line of their ancient mo- 
narchs to Shdh Begum, his grandmother ; and that no 
man living was so near or so worthy to succeed to it 
as himself. If he refused to accede to their petition, 
they must inevitably be subdued by the Uzbeks. 

* Or Faltr-Ali. Tar. Reshidi, pears to have possessed much power, 
f. eg-i. . Sultan Aweis or Weis ap- See also f. 289. 
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The Khan lent a willing ear to these representations, 
so much in accordance with his wishes ; and, in Mohar- 
rem a.h. 936*, set out to conquer a 'new kingdom. 
On arriving at Sarigh-Juian, he despatched Mirza 
Haider in advance, into the lower country of Badakh- 
shdn. Humdyun, on his arrival at Kdbul, had unex- 
pectedly met in the Idgah there, his brother Kamrdn 
Mirza, who had that very day arrived from Kandahdr; 
and had sufficient address to prevail upon their youngest 
brother, Hindal Mirza, to repair to Badakhshdn to 
supply his place, though that prince had received the 
Emperor's orders to return to Agra. Mirza Haider 
accordingly found, on his arrival at Kila-Zefer, that 
Hinddl had entered it sixteen days before. Winter was 
at hand, when, in that rude climate, it was necessary 
to be under cover ; and Haider made overtures to Hin- 
ddl, asking him to cede some district of Badakhshan for 
winter-quarters to the Kdshghar army; undertaking 
that, when the winter was over, the Khan should re- 
turn home. The proposal was not listened to for a 
moment, being regarded as a mere artifice ; upon which 
the invaders laid waste all the environs of Kila-Zefer, 
carrying off man and beast, and whatever fell in their 
way. In a few days the Khan himself appeared, and 
besieged the castle for three months, in the course of 
which time his followers cleared the whole neighbour- 
ing country of what little had previously been left. 

When the winter was weU over, most of the Amirs 
who had called in the Khan, but who had changed 
their views with the change of circumstances, excused 
themselves for not joining him, as they assured him 
they would have done, had not a son of Bdber’s arrived 
and assumed the government. Sultan Said, who saw 
that the temper of the country was adverse to him, 
declared that it never had been his wish to come into 


* A.H. 936, Moharrem (a,i>. 1.529, September). 
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collision with the Emperor Bdber; he reminded them 
that they had invited him, from apprehension that they 
might fall into*the hands of the Uzbeks, — an event 
which would have been equally injurious to all parties. 
After some mutual explanations, the siege was raised, 
and the Khan returned to Kslshghar. 

The neAvs of this invasion was particularly unpleasing 
to Baber in all its circumstances. Besides his dis- 
pleasure with Humdyun for having left his government 
without leave, and his disappointment at the unfriendly 
invasiq^n of Sultan Said, he was anxious not to lose a 
country which might be of so much consequence, in the 
event of any future operations on the Oxus. It is said 
that, in this emergency he Avas induced to ask Mir Ali 
Khalifa,* his chief minister, to visit Badakhshdn, and to 
settle the affairs of the province. That minister, who 
probably saw in the requisition only the result of some 
intrigue to remove him at an important moment from 
the presence, contrived to excuse himself. Humdyun 
was next asked to resume his government ; but declined, 
unless commanded peremptorily and on his duty. Bd- 
ber, thus disappointed and perplexed, resolved to confer 
the province on Suleimdn Mirza, the son of his cousin, 
that Khan Mirza, who had governed it for so many 
years, and who, on the mother’s side, Avas descended 
from the ancient kings of the country, who gloried in 
being sprung from Alexander the Great. Suleiman 
Mirza was the son-in-law of Sultan Weis, who had 
managed Badakhshdn under Humdyun ; and his ap- 
pointment, it Avas thought, might be the means of re- 
storing that powerful chief to his allegiance. The 
Emperor sent Suleimdn off Avithout delay. He carried 
with him an order recalling Hinddl, and also a letter to 
Sultan Said Khan, in which Bdber told that prince, 
that, whatever might be his hereditary claims, he felt 
surprise at Avhat had occurred ; that he had, hoAvever, 
recalled TIindal and sent Suleimdn, Avhom, if the Khan 
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wished to favour the claims of hereditary right, he 
would cordially support, since both of them looked 
upon him as their son ; he trusted, therefore, that the 
Khan would yield to the Mirza the possession of 
Badaklishdn ; if not, that the Emperor, having resigned 
to him liis own claims, would know how to support 
him against the pretensions of others. 

IVhcn Sulciradn Mirza reached Kabul, he found that 
the Klian had retreated from Badakhshan some time 
before. Ilinddl, on the Mirza’s arrival in tliat kingdom, 
resigned to him the government, as he had been or- 
dered •, and set out for Hindustan. The new governor, 
or rather King of Badaklishdn, assumed the direction 
of affairs ; and, his hands being strengthened by the 
confusion in Hindustdn, which followed Baber's death, 
fixed himself pennanently as Suleiradn Shdh, in the 
country, which he transmitted to his descendants with 
nearly independent authority.* 

Iluradyun, on leaving Kdbul, had posted on to Agra. 
He arrived at the palace, as we are told by the courtly 
Abulfazl, at the very moment when his mother and 
the Emperor were sitting together conversing about 
him ; and was most affectionately welcomed. It must 
be acknowledged that the whole course of his proceed- 
ings has much the air of a plan concerted between 
Humdyun and his mother, who saw the decline of her 
husband’s health, and wished her son to be upon the 
spot, as there was a strong party, headed by Mir Ali 
Khalifa, the prime minister, who Avished to set him 
aside from the succession. Humayun, who had a cul- 
tivated mind, a sprightly wit, and polite and refined 
manners, rendered himself very agreeable in society to 
his father, who acknowledged that there could not be a 
more acceptable companion. Bdber had just lost a 
young son, Alwerf; and the depression of spirits under 

* Tarikhe Reshidi,f. 293 — 29S.; rishta, vol. ii. p. 63, 64. 

Akbern&ma, f. 33. ; Briggs’s Fe- t Or, Anwar. 



LIFE OF siBER. 


513 


which he laboured, gave him the more lively relish for 
the company of Humayun. When the prince had been 
some mouths at court, he was sent to his j%ir or 
government of Sambal, beyond the Ganges, but at no 
great distance from Delhi. There he enjoyed himself 
for about six months, when he fell dangerously ill. His 
father, who was deeply affected by the news, directed 
that he should be removed to Delhi, and from thence by 
water to Agra. On his arrival there, the violence of 
the disease was such that his life was despaired of. No 
symptom of amendment appeared to result from the 
medical treatment, and the wor&t was apprehended. 
At this time, as the Emperor was one day sitting in the 
palace, which he had built beyond the Jamnn, convers- 
ing with his Amirs, and some learned and pious men, 
on the subject that was nearest his thoughts, Mir Abul 
Bakd, one of the personages then most celebrated for 
sanctity, happened to remark, that it was an observa- 
tion handed down from olden times, that, in cases like 
the present, where all human assistance had failed, an 
offering made to the Almighty of the most valuable 
thing belonging to the person who laboured under the 
affliction, had been accepted, and the sufferer restored 
to health. Baber, excited by the hopeless situation of 
his son, and perhaps by his own increasing raaladj'-, 
exclaimed, that of all things, his life was what was 
dearest to Humdyun, as Ilunidyuii’s was to him ; that 
his life, therefore, he cheerfully devoted as a sacrifice for 
his son’s ; and prayed the Most High to vouchsafe to 
accept it. Khwdja Khalifa and his other friends at- 
tempted to divert his thoughts from the gloomy channel 
in which they flowed ; and to comfort him by the hope 
that through the mercy of God, Humayun had yet 
many happy years before him ; they suggested that the 
offering made in such cases was not of life, but of some 
worldly goods, and that the diamond acquired some 
years before, being of immense value, might be sold 
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and the price devoted to charitable and pious uses. 
But Baber repelled the idea ; affirming, that no earthly 
possession could be a suitable exchange for a life so 
precious as his son’s, that he could not endure to wit- 
ness his sufferings, and was resolved to devote himself 
in his stead. He then, we are told, retired into the pri- 
vate apartments, and having prayed earnestly, walked 
thrice round the dying prince, a solemnity correspond- 
ing to that used in waive offerings ; and when, after a 
time, he fancied that he felt the influence of his vow 
visibly affecting both him and the prince, he was heard 
to call out, — “I have prevailed ! I have saved him.” 
Humdyun recovered, and was able to return to his 
government of Sambal ; while the Emperor daily grew 
worse. 

But though Humdyun was restored to health, his 
succession to his father was still by no means secure. 
The prime minister, Khwdjn Khalifa, had, for some un- 
known cause, conceived a dislike or apprehension of 
him ; and, it is asserted, had resolved to exclude all 
the sons of Bdber from the succession, and, in their 
room, to set up Mehdi Khwdja, a young nobleman of 
high rank, probably a relation of his own, who had 
married a daughter of Baber’s. Mehdi was brave, high- 
spirited, and generous; but wild and extravagant. 
Khalifa, his supporter, possessed the highest influence 
with all the older Tiirki nobles, who had the chief 
authority at court, and in the army ; and there was 
much reason to believe that the cause which he espoused 
must be successful. The ambitious youth entered 
eagerly into the intidgues that were to exalt him so 
high ; and, while the Emperor lay at the last extremity. 
Khalifa, having given some intimation of his intentions, 
many of the principal men of the army, influenced by 
him, and eager to salute the rising sun, waited on 
Mehdi Khwaja, as their future sovereign ; to pay him 
their court by anticipation, and to secure his favour. 
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These brilliant prospects, and these attentions, seem to 
have turned his head. -He foolishly began already to 
assume the deportment of a monarch ; and, though he 
continued to frequent the Derbdr, the growing arro- 
gance and overweening presumption that he discovered 
disgusted even his most attached partizaus ; so that 
Khalifa, we are told, was influenced by their remon- 
strances to alter his views, to return to his allegiance to 
his old master’s family, and to transfer his interest to 
HumAyun, before his purposes had been manifested 
by ^y overt act. The consequence was that Mehdi 
KhwAja was ordered into custody.* 

Such is neai’ly the account given by Abulfazl ; but 
an anecdote related by a contemporay historian throws 
farther bght on this change of fortune.^ “ It so hap- 
pened,” says he, “that Mir Khalifa had gone to see 
Mehdi KhwAja, whom he found in his pavilion. Nobody 
was present but Khalifa, Medi KhwAja, and my father, 
Muhammed Mokim. Khalifa had hardly sat down an 
instant, when BAber, who was at the point of death, 
sent for him. When he left the pavilion, Mehdi 
KhwAja accompanied him to the door to do him honour, 
and to take leave of him, and stood in the middle of the 
doorway; so that my father, who followed, but out of 
respect did not push by him, was immediately behind. 
The young man, who was rather flighty and hair- 
brained, forgetting that my father was present, as soon 
as Khalifa Avas fairly gone, stroking his beard, muttered 
to himself, ‘ Please God, I will soon flay off your hide, 
old boy ; ’ and, turning round at the same instant, saAV 
my father. He was quite confounded ; but immedi- 

* Akbernama, f. 34. ; Kholaset- See Tabakuti Akberi, f. 134. v. 
ul-Towarikh, ff. 254, 255. Nizdm-ed-th'n himself rose to the 

Nizam-ed-din Ahmed Bakhshi, highest offices of the state under 
the author of the Tabakati Akberi, Akber; he held the chief command 
or Tarikhe Nizami, was the son of in Gujrat, and was for some time 
Muhammed Mokim Hirvi, who was minister of finance, 
at this time Diwan Bintiit to Baber. 

* 1 . 1 . 2 


CHAP. IV. 


A i>. 1530. 


Ills arro- 
gance and 
levity. 



516 


HISTORY OP HSTDIA. 


BOOK III. 


A.C 1530. 


He is 
placed m 
cubtody. 


B^bei ’s dy- 
ing advice. 


ately seizing iriy father’s ear, twisted it round, and said 
hurriedly, ‘ You Tdjik, the red tongue often gives the 
green head to the winds.’ Sly father, having taken his 
leave and left the tent, called upon Khalifa, and remon- 
strated with him on his line of conduct ; telling him 
that, in violation of his allegiance, he was taking away 
the sovereignty from Muhammed Ilumayun and his 
brothers, who were accomplished princes, to bestow it 
on the son of a stranger. And yet, how did this 
favoured man behave ? He then repeated what had 
passed, just as it happened. Khalifa, on the spot, .sent 
off an express to call Humayun ; and, at the same time, 
dispatched a body of yesawels or special messengers 
to Mehdi KhwAja, to inform him that the Emperor’s 
orders were, that he should instantly retire to his own 
house. The young man by this time had sat down to 
dinner, which was still before him. The yesdwels com- 
municated their orders, and forced him away to his 
house, reluctant as he was to go. Mir Khalifa then 
issued a proclamation, prohibiting all persons from re- 
sorting to Mehdi Khwdja’s house or waiting upon him ; 
while Mehdi Khwaja himself received orders forbidding 
him to appear at court.” * 

In the midst of these intrigues, with which he was 
probably unacquainted, Bdber, finding his strength fast 
declining, directed a council of his ministers and friends 
to be called, to receive his dying injunctions. Among 
those who were present were his minister Nizdm-ed-dln 
Khwdja Ali Khalifa ; Kamber AH Beg ; Terdi Beg and 
Hindu Beg, who had attended him in all the many 
changes of his fortune. Taking in his own the hand 
of Humayun, who had now returned, he fonnally de- 
clared him to be his lieutenant and successor in all his 
dominions, and commanded him to take his seat on the 
imperial throne, at the foot of which the Emperor him- 


• Tabakdti Akberi, f. 144. See also Tar. Bedauiii, f. 139., 
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self lay, stretched on his couch. He then proceeded, 
■with all the authority of a dying monarch, and of a man 
who had seen so much, and taken so large a share in 
the great events of his time, to recommend to them all 
a conscientious discharge of their duties to God and to 
man ; above all, honestly and assiduously to administer 
justice to those over whom they were placed ; but, 
while they punished the guilty, to extend their tender- 
ness and mercy to the ignorant and the penitent, and 
their protection to the poor and the defenceless ; and, 
addressing himself particularly to Huraayun, he be- 
sought him, as his most earnest and dying request, 
above all things to deal kindly and affectionately with 
his brothers, and, whatever their offences might be, 
never to permit his resentment to lead him to the last 
extremity against any of them.* 

He soon after breathed his last, in his palace at the 
Charbagh near Agra, on the 2Cth of December, 1530, 
while yet only forty-eight f ; having reigned, in all, up- 
wards of thirty-six j ears, — and, of that time, twenty-six 
over KAbul, and about five over part of India. His 
body, at his o-wn desire, was carried to Ivdbul, and 
buried in a beautiful spot marked out by himself, on a 
hill near the city, which still bears his name. “ I lost 
no time,” says a distinguished traveller, to whom the 
geography of all the kingdoms of Bdber owes so much, 
and whose talents and misfortunes have rendered him 
eminent, “ I lost no time in making excursions near 
Cabool, and chose the earliest opportunity to visit the 
tomb of the Emperor Baber, w'hich is about a mile from 
the city, and situated in the swmetest spot of the neigh- 
bourhood.” “ I have a profound respect for the memory 
of Baber, which had been increased by a late perusal of 
his most interesting Commentaries. He had directed 

* Akbernama, f. 34. MS. A.; putation, he lived fifty, and reigned 
Tarikhe Bedauni, f. 139- thirty-eight years. 
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his body to be interred in this place, to him the 
choicest in his wide dominions. These are his own 
words regarding Cabool : — ‘ The climate is extremely 
delightful, and there is no such place in the known 
world.’ ‘ Drink wine in the citadel of Cabool, and send 
round the cup without stopping; for it is at once 
mountain and stream, town and desert.’ 

“ The grave is marked by two erect slabs of white 
marble, and, as is common in the East, the different 
letters of a part of the inscription indicate the number 
of the year of the Hegira in which the Emperor died. 
The device in the present instance seems to me happy. 
‘ When in heaven Roozvan asked the date of his death. 
1 told him that heaven is the eternal abode of Baber 
Badshah.’ Near the Emperor many of his wives and 
children have been interred ; and the garden, which is 
small, has been once surrounded with a wall of marble. 
A running and clear stream yet waters the fragrant 
flowers of this cemetery, which is the great holiday re- 
sort of the people of Cabool. In front of the grave 
there is a small but chaste mosque of marble ; and an 
inscription upon it sets forth that it was built in the 
year 1640, by order of the Emperor Shah Jehdn, after 
defeating Mahomined Nuzzur Khan in Balkh and Ba- 
dakhshdn, that poor Mahommedaus might here offer 
up their prayers. It is pleasing to see the tomb of so 
great a man as Baber honoured by his posterity. 

“ There is a noble prospect from the hill which over- 
looks Baber’s tomb, and a summer-house has been 
erected upon it by Shah Zemdn from Avhich it may be 
admired. If my reader can imagine a plain, about 
twenty miles in circumference, laid out with gardens 
and fields in pleasing irregularity, intersected by three 
rivulets which wind through it in a serpentine course, 
and wash innumerable little forts and villages, he will 
liavo before liiin one of the meadows of Cabool. To the 
north lie the hills of Pughmau, covered half way down 
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with snow, and separated from the eye by a sheet of 
the richest verdure. On the other side the mountains, 
which are bleak and rocky, mark the hunting preserves 
of the kings ; and the gardens of this city, so celebrated 
for fruit, lie beneath, the water being conducted to 
them with great ingenuity. I do not wonder at the 
hearts of the people being captivated with the land- 
scape, and of Baber’s admiration ; for, in his own words, 

‘ its verdure and flowers render Cabool, in spring, a 
heaven.’ ”* 

Baber was certainly one of the most illustrious sove- 
reigns that ever filled an eastern throne. His character 
was happily compounded of most of the qualities that 
go to form a great prince and a good man. He was 
bold, enterprising, full of ardour, and possessed of the 
commanding talents that sway and lead the minds of 
men. His temper was frank, confiding, and gay, and 
maintained thi’ough life the freshness of youth. He 
had strong affections, the warmest domestic feelings, 
was devotedly attached to his relations and friends, and 
ready to sympathise with the pleasures and the suffer- 
ings of human beings of every class. Keenly alive to 
whatever was grand or beautiful, he cultivated know- 
ledge of every kind with unwearied assiduity and with 
proportional success. Glory in every shape inflamed 
his imagination, and he attained to a rare eminence of 
power and renown. Yet no man’s success could be 
more entirely his own. Wlien, as a boy, he mounted 
the throne of Ferghana, the neighbouring kingdoms 
were all held by sultans and sovereigns of his own 
race. While he was still only a youth, not one of 
them was left ; they had all either fallen by domestic 
treason, or been swept away by foreign invasion, the 
torrent of which overwhelmed him also, and bore him 
into distant lands ; but, by his native energy, he emerged 

• Burnob’s Travels into Bokhara, vol. iL pp. 121 — 123. Lond. 183.5. 
2d cd.^ 
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from th« sweeping muuJation, and raised himself above 
it, the only remnant of the House of Taimur. Before 
the age of twenty he had experienced every diversity 
of fortune, having been by turns a petty prince, the 
conqueror of a renowned kingdom, and a houseless and 
hunted fugitive; but under no circumstances did his 
sanguine temper, and his determined resolution, forsake 
him ; and, when in the lowest pitch of misery, expelled 
from his hereditary dominions, and wandering with a 
few ragged followers, the fame of his valour brought 
to his standard many thousand bold adventurers, edded 
by whom he conquered new and extensive kingdoms. 
In that age of confusion, to be able to reign it was 
necessary to be a soldier ; and he became the first of 
his time. 

His fondness for war did not lead him to neglect the 
arts of peace. The few intervals of repose from mili- 
tary operations which he enjoyed in his troubled life, 
he devoted, with his habitual ardour, to examining into 
and improving the state of his kingdom, and to better- 
ing the condition of his subjects. His natural genius 
made him fond of all the fine arts, and among others 
of architecture* and gardening.' He built palaces and 


* The author of the T4rfkhe- 
Sinilj in enumerating the cariosities 
of Kdbul and Kandahar, m which 
latter country he was stationed for 
thiee years, after mentioning some 
caves near Baba Hasan Abdal, de- 
scribes (f. 120, 121.) the mansion 
(imarat) of Pustah, excavated by 
Baber’s orders in the hill of Biser> 
lureli, out of the solid rock. It has 
a very lofty dome (or ai ch). Seventy 
stone-cutters were constantly em- 
ployed on it for three years. It is 
described as a cm ions and beautiful 
work, commanding an extensive, rich 
and magnificent view over the water 
Azaiulcri (Ab-Aza.mderi, quiet e,fib- 
Arghandabi, the liver ArghamUb .?). 


and numerous gardens and cultivated 
fields. It is, we are told, much 
frequented in the spring; though 
many, from the height of its sitiiar 
tion, and the great difficulty of 
access, are prevented from reaching 
it. Our author informs us that there 
were tablets in It, containing the 
names of Baber, Kamran, Askeri, 
and Hindal ; but not of Humayun, 
who had never been there ; but, he 
adds, that he employed stone-cutters 
from Bheker to add the names of 
Humayun and Akber, and a list of 
the numerous provinces of the wide 
empire of the latter. I know not if 
any British officer, during the late 
wars, has visited these excavations. 
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laid out gardens in several parts of his dominions ; ho chap. it. 
delighted in flowers and in beautiful prospects. Ho 
was a horticulturist, and succeeded in naturalising some 
valuable fruits and plants in provinces to which they 
had formerly been strangers, and where they still 
flourish ; and was as proud of his success, as of a vic- 
tory in the field of battle. All this he did in the midst 
of turmoil and war. In the course of his most impor- 
tant expeditions, we find him inquiring after the pro- 
gress of his improvements, and expressing an earnest 
longing to be restored to the scenes and friends that he 
loved. It is not surprising that, with so inherent a 
love of knowledge, he should have been a patron of 
learning and of learned men ; or that, by his liberality, 
he should have drawn many of them around him ; but 
the fact that, in a life so full of agitation and bustle as 
his, having from boyhood to age been in constant mo- 
tion, he should himself have found time to cultivate 
the learning and knowledge of the age, is a proof how 
strong was the natural bias of his mind to useful and. 
liberal studies. “ He was,” says “ Haider Mirza, who 
knew him well, “ a prince adorned with various excel- 
lences, and distinguished for his admirable qualities. 

Of all these qualities his generosity and humanity took 
the lead. In Tiirki poetry, after Mir Ali Shir, none 
equalled him. He has composed a Txirki Diwan (or col- 
lection of Odes) of extreme elegance and vigour. He 
Avrote an useful treatise on Law and Religion, Avhich 
has met Avith general approbation. Ho also composed 
a tract on Tiirki Prosody, superior in merit to any 
Avritten before on the subject. The Resdleh e Walidieh 
of Hazret Ishan, he versified.* His Commentaries, 
which he composed in Tiirki, are remarkable for their 
easy and unaffected manner, and great purity of style. 

He Avas also skilled in music, and other arts. None of 


This is probably the Matiiu, said to be a woik of mystical divinity. 
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his family before him exceeded him in talents and ac- 
complishments ; and, in wonderful exploits and adven- 
tures, none of his descendants is soon likely to equal 
him.” * 

He was not only fond of music, but was himself a 
composer ; and several of his airs are said to have been 
in a pleasing style, and to have survived him. 

Besides his Tiirki, he composed some Persian poetry ; 
but, in the revolutions to which India has been subject 
since his time, little more than the names of his poetical 
productions have been preserved ; though by th? inva- 
riable consent of his countrymen, he still retains his 
place as the second Tiirki poet. 

As an appendage to literature, he had acquired great 
skill in penmanship, — an art held in high estimation in 
the East, where literary works are diffused only by the 
pen, and where it is generally considered as one of the 
fine arts, — a distinction which may seem to be justified 
by the uncommon style of elegance in which its pro- 
ductions are sometimes executed. Bdber, we are told, 
Avrote in great perfection the different hands then in 
use, and invented one which was distinguished by his 
name. 

But of all his literary Avorks, his Commentaries are 
by much the most remarkable. The first part contains 
a continuous narrative of his early life and troubles; 
the latter portions consist of fragments of a journal, 
Avritteii from time to time, and often from day to day ; 
some comprising accounts of his most celebrated ex- 
ploits, others being merely short entries or jottings, as 
if to assist his future recollection, and frequently refer- 
ring to the incidents of his private life. ‘ ‘ His Memoirs,” 
says the historian of India, “are almost singular in 
their own nature, and perfectly so if we consider the 
circumstances of the writer. They contain a minute 

' Tai. Resli. f. 123, 124. 
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account of the life of a great Tartar monarch, alqng 
with a natural effusion of his opinions and feelings, free 
from disguise and reserve, and no less free from all af- 
fectation of extreme frankness and candour. The style 
is plain^ and manly, as Avell as lively and picturesque ; 
and, being the work of a man of genius and observation, 
it presents his countiymen and contemporaries in their 
appearance, manners, pursuits, and actions, as clearly 
as in a mirror. In this respect, it is almost the only 
specimen of real history in Asia; for the ordinary 
writer#, though they give pompous accounts of the 
deeds and ceremonies of the great, are apt to omit the 
lives and manners even of that class ; while everything 
beneath "their level is left entirely out of sight. In 
Baber, the figures, dress, tastes, and habits, of each in- 
dividual introduced are described with such minuteness 
and reality, that we seem to live among them, and to 
know their persons as well as we do their characters, 
flis description of the countries he visited, their scenery, 
climate, productions, and Avorks of art and industry are 
more full and accurate than will, perhaps, be found, in 
equal space, in any modern traveller ; and, considering 
the circumstances in which they were compiled, are 
truly surprising. 

“ But the great charm of the Avork is in the character 
of the author, whom wc find, after all the trials of a 
long life, retaining the same kind and atfcctionate heart, 
and the same easy and sociable temper, Avith Avhich he 
set out on his career, and in Avhom the possession of 
power and grandeur had neither blunted the delicacy 
of his taste, nor diminished his sensibility to the enjoy- 
ments of nature and imagination. ‘ It is a relief,’ says 
his translator, ‘ in the midst of the pom]ious coldness 
of Asiatic history, to find a king who can Aveep for 
days, and tell us that he Avept, for the playmate of his 
boyhood.’ He speaks Avith as much interest of his 
motherland female relations, as if he had never quitted 
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their fireside ; and his friends make almost as great a 
figure in the personal part of his narrative as he does 
himself. He repeats their sayings, records their acci- 
dents and illnesses, relates their adventures, and some- 
times jokes on their eccentricities.* 

“ It would have been fortunate if Bdber had left off 
wine sooner, for there seems good reason to think his 
indulgence in it tended to shorten his days. Many a 
drinking party is recorded in his Memoirs, with at least 
as much interest as his battles or negotiations ; and, 
unsuitable as they are to his station, they are pot the 
least agreeable" scenes in Bdber’s history. The perfect 
ease and familiarity among the company inakes one 
forget the prince in the man ; and the temptations that 
generally lead to those excesses, — a shady wood, a hill 
with a fine prospect, or the idleness of a boat floating 
down a river, — together with the amusements with 
which they are accompanied, extemporary verses, reci- 
tations in Tflrki and Persian, with sometimes a song, 
and often a contest of repartee, take away all the coarse- 
ness that might attach to such scenes of dissipation.” f 
No part of his character is more admirable than his 
uniform humanity and kindliness of disposition. If, in 
the course of his Memoirs, some cruel executions ap- 
pear, they belong to the age, not to the man. The his- 
torians of his reign remark, that, whenever any either 
of his nobles or brothers had revolted, or entered into 


* Elpbinstone’s History of Iiulia, 
vol. ii. pp. 117 — 119 . 

t Ibid. p. 120. His commentaries 
were translated into Persian, in tbe 
reign and by command of bis grand- 
son Akber, by Mi'rza Abdal Rabfm, 
tbe son of the celebrated Biram 
Kban, in the thirty-fourth year of 
Akber’s reign, as the court returned 
from an expedition to Kashmir and 
Kabul. There seems to have been 
a previous version by Sheikh Zein 


Khani, who, Abdal Kadir tells us, 
translated them in an eloquent style. 
Perhaps the fragment of the para- 
phrastic translation already quoted 
may be a portion of that production. 
Tar. Bedauni, f. 138. They have 
also been translated into English 
under the title of " Memoirs of 
Zebir-ed-din Muhammed Baber, 
translated partly by John Leyden, 
M.D., partly by Wm. Eiskine, Esq. 
Lond. 1826. 4to.” 
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cabals against hitn, no sooner did they acknowledge chap. iv. 
their offence and return to their duty than, to use the 
words of Klidfi Khan, “ contrary to the custom of the 
princes of Persia, Arabia, or India, he not only forgave 
them, but never retained towards thorn any feeling of 
resentment.” 

In stature, he is represented as having been above hu person, 
the middle size ; he was of great vigour of body, fond 
of field sports and athletic exercises, a skilful archer, 
and an excellent swordsman. On numerous occasions 
he distinguished himself by his prowess ; in several in- 
stances by engaging and slaying his adversary hand to 
hand, in single combat. Such, indeed, was his bodily 
strength, *that he is said at times to have run along the 
battlements of a fort, having a man under each arm, 
and, though thus encumbered, to have kept on, leaping 
over the embrasures that he met in his way.* 

He left four sons. 1. Muhammed Huindyun Mirza,’ ins family, 
who succeeded him; born 4 Zikada, a.h. 913 (April 5, 

A.D. 1508). 2. Kamran Mirza. 3. Ilindal Mirza; 

born Sefer, a.h. 925 (February, a. d. 1525); and, 4., 

Askeri Mirza. He had another son, Anwar, who died 
young, not long before his father. 

He had several daughters, some of whom married the 
leading nobles of his court; their ages are not well 
ascertained. Among them were, 

1. A daughter by his cousin Aisha Sultdn Begum, 
who lived only a few days. 

2. Maasdma Sultdn Begum, by his cousin Maasiiina 
Sultdn Begum, who died in childbed of her. This 
daughter married Muhammed Zemdn Mirza, the son of 
Badi-ez-zeman Mirza, and grandson of the great Sultan 
Husein Mirza Backra of Herdt. 

3. Giilbadan Begum, a sister of Humdyun, who mar- 


• Akbernama ; Tabak. Akbei i, f. 1 43. 
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4. Giilrang Begum, another of Humdyun’s sisters, 
•who married Niir-ed-dm Muhammed Mi'rza. Their 
daughter, Selima Sultan Begum, married first the cele- 
brated Biram Khan, and, after bis death, her cousin 
the Emperor Akber. 

5. Gidchahreh Begum, Humdyun’a youngest full sis- 
ter, who, in her brother’s reign, married Abas Sultan, 
one of the Sultans of the Uzbeks. 

C. Sheher-bdnu Begum, who married her cousin Yad- 
gar Nasir Mirza, the son of Baber’s youngest brother 
Ndsir Mirza. She seems to have had a son, Mirza Sanjer. 

There were probably some others, and among them 
one whose name is snknown, that married the Syed 
Mehdi Khwaja, who aspired to the kingdom on the 
Emperor’s death,* 

Dominions. The dominions of Bdber at the time of his death were 
very extensive, stretching from the river Amu to Behdr. 
Beyond the Hindii-kdsh range he possessed Badakhshdn, 
with Kundiiz ; and all the districts to the south of the 


* tVe have not a very distinct 
account of the wives or haram of 
Baber. The following are, however, 
mentioned as of the number : 

1 . Aisha Sultan Begum, daughter 
of his uncle Sultan Ahmed Mfiza 
of Samarkand. She was betrothed 
to him when he was but five (a. b. 
893). He had by her a daughter 
who lived only a few days. Mem. 
p. 22. 

2. Zeinab Sultan Begum, fifth 
daughter of Sultan Mahmud Mirza 
of Ilissar, his uncle. He married 
her when he took Kabul. Two or 
three years after, she died of the 
small-pox. Mem. p. 30. 

3. Alaasuma Sultan Begum, the 
youngest sister of his first wile, 
Aisha. Baber saw her in Khorasan, 


after her sister’s death, asked her in 
maniage, and married her at Kabul. 
She had a daughter Maasuma, men- 
tioned above, of whom she died in 
child-bed. Mem. pp. 22. 208. 

4. Maham Begum, a relation of 
Sultan Husein Mirza of Herat. 
Akbernama, f. 35 . She was the 
mother of Humayun Mirza, and of 
Gidrang, Gulbadan, and Gulchehreli 
Begums. 

5 . Dildar Agh&cha Begum, the 
mother of Hindhl Mirza. Akber- 
nama. 

6. Ralka Begum appears as one 
of Baber's widows. She lived at 
Kabul. Jouher, p.-82. 

7. A daughter of Malek-shah 
Mansur, a chief of the Yusef-zais. 
Mem. p. 250 . 
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Oxns, as low down as the borders of Balkh. To the chap. iv. 
south of the mountains he had the kingdoms of Kdbul, 

Ghazni, and Kandahar, and much of the mountainous 
country of the Ilindil-kush and Ghdri or Farapamisan 
ranges, inhabited by Afghans, Aimaks, and other tribes, 
some of ’them migratory ; as well as the hilly and desert 
tracts to the south as far as the borders of Baliichistan, 
in all of which the tribes, though self-governed, ac- 
knowledged his authority. To the east of Ghazni and 
Kdbul, below the passes, the low lands of Jildldbdd, 
Peshayer, the Kohddinan, as well as Swad and Bajour, 
and in general the more extensive and cultivated plains 
or accessible country, had submitted ; but, over a great 
portion of what we now denominate Afghdnistdn, espe- 
cially the more inaccessible hills .and secluded valleys, 
his sway was hardly admitted by the rude tribes that 
traversed them ; and prudence was satisfied with some 
easy acknowledgment which was treated as tribute. 
Occasional inroads were made into the territories of 
such as were refractoi’y, or offered a tempting booty in 
cattle or other property; they, on their part, infested 
the roads, plundered the merchants or caravans, drove 
off the flocks, or carried away the haiwests of their 
neighbours in the lower grounds. In Upper and Lower 
Sind the khutba was read in his name ; but, though his 
supremacy was acknowledged, he had little direct 
power. To the east of the Indus all the Penjfib, in- 
cluding Multfin, — and to the south and east of the 
Satlej the rich provinces of Hindustdu lying between 
that river and Behdr on the one side, and the Himaldya 
mountains and the countries of the Rajputs and of 
Mdlwa on the other, — were subject to him; the western 
boundary being nearly a line marked by the fortresses 
of Bidna, Rantambdr, GualiAr, and Chdnderi. On the 
south towards Bengal, the limits of his authority are 
not well defined. Though he possessed the greater part 
of Behar, some portions of it, especially the hilly or 
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wooded parts of the country, were still held by the re- 
mains of the Afghdns or by native chiefs. On the 
frontier of his empire, the Kajpiit principalities, the 
shattered kingdom of Malwa, Bandelkand, and Bengal 
were still independent states ; though the language of 
overweening superiority used by Indian authors, who 
treat even foreign war as a rebellion, might often be- 
tray an incautious reader into the erroneous conclusion, 
that they wei'e subject to Delhi. 

There was little uniformity in the political situation 
of the different parts of this vast empire. Hardly any 
law could be regarded as universal, but J;hat of the 
unrestrained power of the prince. Each kingdom, 
each province, each district, and (we may almost say) 
every village, was governed, in ordinary matters, by its 
peculiar customs. There were no regular courts of 
law spread over the kingdom for the administration of 
justice. Such disputes as occurred in the Hindu parts 
of the country were settled by the village or district 
officers of the vicinity, or by a kind of conventional 
arbitration, subject to an irregular ajipeal or complaint 
to the superior chief or governor. Where Musulmans 
were concerned, though the Kdzi was nominally a 
judge, his active jurisdiction appears to have been 
cJiiefly confined, in practice, to cases of marriage and 
divorce, claims arising out of marriage contracts, and 
to questions considered as properly religious. All dif- 
ferences relating to land, where they were not settled 
by the village officers, were decided by the district 
authorities, the collectors, the zemind/irs or jagirdars. 
The higher officers of government exercised not only 
civil, but criminal jurisdiction, even in capital cases, 
with little form and under little restraint. 

We have very imperfect means of knowing what were 
the taxes then levied. The chief revenue of the state 
has always in India been a kind of land-tax, Avhich, in 
the fully settled and quiet provinces, was raised directly 
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on the laud ; but where the country remained under its 
native chiefs, or was not fully subdued, was drawn by 
the Emperor in the shape of an annual tribute. 

The rights of landed property were considerably 
different from those that prevail ^in the west. There 
were two separate and legal rights in the land ; that of 
the] ryot or cultivator, who held it by hereditary suc- 
cession; and that of the government, which could 
justly claim a fixed share of the produce, lloth of 
these were permanent. 

Wa frequently see the officers of the arn\y or govcni- 
ment rewarded by jjigirs or estates. But those jagi'rs 
were no^t like our territoi’ial possessions or landed 
estates in Europe. Though the larger ones implied a 
jurisdiction both civil and crimmal, very much re- 
sembling that enjoyed by the greater feudal chiefs 
during the middle ages, or by barons holding of the 
crown in Scotland down to the abolition of the heri- 
table jurisdictions in the last century, yet their legal 
power over the land itself did not extend to a property 
in the soil, but to the exercise of aU such rights as be- 
longed to the government ; for instance, that of levying 
the government’s share of the produce, and the govern- 
ment taxes. Though the Musulman conquei’ors claimed, 
in theory, an absolute right of property in the soil, the 
right was in practice restrained, in conformity with the 
ancient law and usage, to some fixed portion of the 
produce collected from villages, or smaller zemindars, 
or separate ryots. Their exaciions Avere indeed often 
oppressively increased, but the ryot was rarely re- 
moved; and he considered the land as his by riglit, 
subject to the pa}’raent of a certain share of the pro- 
duce, varying according to circumstances. Tlie jii- 
gi'rdar or holder of the jagir, Avas properly, in Musulman 
times, merely an officer of government, and removable 
at plcasiu’e, except where the grant had been made 
hereditary. The term zemindar, ov landholder, is ap- 
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plied by ]Musulman writers not only to persons who 
held lands granted by the Crown, but even to the great 
Hindu chiefs and rajas, who had possessed their lands 
unrestricted from the remotest times ; though the more 
powerful of these chiefs considered themselves as of 
right independent, and yielded obedience, not to a law, 
the existence of which they denied, but to fear or the 
pressure of a superior force. India, in reality, was 
rather a congeries of little states under one prince, 
than one regular and uniformly-governed kingdom. 
Hlany of the hill and frontier districts yielded & little 
more than a nominal submission. 

Besides the land-tax, or government share in the pro- 
duce, there were other sources of revenue. There was 
a duty levied, on the frontier, on goods imported by 
caravans or otherwise. The tamgha, or stamp, was the 
mark by ivhich, on cattle and in goods, the payment of 
the duties was ascertained. There were transit duties 
on merchandise transported from one part of the 
country to another; there was a shop-tax, chiefly in 
towns ; and, in those parts of the country where the 
Muhainmedaiis had a confirmed and safe ascendency, 
the jczi'a, or poll-tax, was levied on all who were not 
klusulincn. 

It may be remarked that Baber was the first prince 
who ordered all his marches to be regularly measured, 
as well as his journeys and hunting excursions; an 
operation which must have tended to improve the geo- 
graphy of a country then very imperfectly surveyed, 
lie also established a regular series of post-houses from 
Agra to Kdbul, at the distance of about fifteen miles 
from each other; and stationed relays of six horses 
and proper ofiicers at each.* 

In spite of the migratory nature of his court, during 
the greater part of his reign, several of his nobles cul- 


• Babtr’s ^letn, pp. 3Q3, 394, 
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tivaLed letters with success, and several authors of emi- 
nence flourished there. Of these, the best knoAvn, at 
least in the present day, is Mir-Khdnd (the son of 
Khand-emir, the author of the Rozet-es-Sefd), himself 
the author of two historical works of uncommon merit, 
the Habib-es-Syar, and the Kholasd-al-Akhbdr, as well 
as of some other literary productions. Abulfazl has 
given a list of the chief men of letters who adorned his 
court ; but most of them, whatever may have been their 
real merit, are now nearly forgotten.* 

t 

* Akbernama, end of Baber’s for die internal state of India under 
reign. For a masterly view of the the jVlusuIman rulers, vol. ii. pp. 
state of tl),e Hindus, see Elphin- S30 — 250. 
stonc's'History of India, vol. i., and 
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APPENDIX A. (p. 8.) 

THE TARTAE TRIBES — TIIEIE RACES AND ORIGIN. 

It is onlj of late years, and chiefly aided by the observations 
of modevn travellers, that we have acquired any correct know- 
ledge of the different races inhabiting the north of Asia, which 
were so long confounded under the general name of Tartars. 
The most valuable work on the subject is that of the late M. 
Abel-Eemusat, “ Becherohes sur les Langues Tartares,” (Paris, 
1820, 4to.), a production of singular industry, ingenuity and 
talent, in which he investigates the origin of the various races, 
not only from the authority of the Chinese writers, but, as far 
as his means allowed, from the more certain and enduring evi- 
dence of the structure and genius of their own languages. The 
view of the divisions of these races, taken in the Introduction to 
the “ Memoirs of Baber,” (London, 1826, 4to.) and derived 
from a comparison of the historical accounts of the writer's of 
Southern Asia, especially of Baber, with those of the earlier 
European travellers, corresponds nearly, in the most important 
respects, with that taken by M. Abcl-Bemusat, who pursued a 
more sure and solid course of inquiry. It is much to be 
regretted that that learned writer did not possess ampler 
materials for examining the different dialects of the Turki, an 
opportunity which he could have turacd to so good account, and 
which would have led him to many important conclusions in his 
own peculiar line of research ; and it is still deeper subject of 
regret, that an early death removed him in the midst of his 
successful career. 

The origin of the name of Tartar, or more properly Tatdr, is 
Involved in some obscurity. There were unluckily no general 
names, by which the different great races which inhabited the 
wide regions of the north of Asia were distinguished, cither by 
themsehics or by their ncighboiu-s. The numerous smaller 
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tribes of which they consisted, had each its separate name. 
Tattir, as a general appellation, is unknown to the Tartar tribes 
of the present day. In early times it distinguished one of the 
tribes of that race which Europeans generally denominate as 
Mongol, that inhabited the country on their eastern frontier, 
round the Buyur Lake, next to the tribes of Tungus oi; Manchu - 
extraction. This tribe, called Tatars, which had distinguished 
itself and acquired a name previous to the time of Chengiz 
Khan, insomuch that several other tribes were proud to be 
ranked under it and called by the same name, was subdued by 
that great conqueror, who belonged to a different tribe (properly 
called Mongols) of the same race. These ancient Mongols in- 
habited the high grotnds at the upper course of the Kerpla, the 
Onon, and the Tula. (D’Ohsson, Hist, des Mongols, tom. 1. 
pp. 7. 62. 67., and the curious note from Rashid’s Jami-ut 
Towtirikh, p. 680.) After his time the desire of bping called 
Tatars, after what was then a conquered and subordinate tribe, 
of course ceased ; and the inferior tribes, and even men belong- 
ing to no tribe at all, were in like manner esiger to be called 
Mongols, after the tribe now become the dominant one. 

Chengiz Khan’s OTand army was a mixed assemblage of many 
tribes and races. tVe are told that the TStdr tribe, after it 
was conquered, having accompanied him in his invasion and 
formed the advance, was consequently the firet part of his im- 
mense army that entered the tendtories which he invaded ; and 
being thus the earliest portion of the invading force known to 
strangers, their name of Tatar was applied to all the numerous 
bands that followed ; and in Europe or to Europeans, from its 
similarity in sound to Tartarus, and the detestation and hoiTor 
which the invaders everywhere inspired, was readily perverted 
into that of Tartar! or Tartars. (See Introduction to Bdber, 
pp. 22 and 23., and authors there quoted.) The traveller 
Carpini (a. d. 1246) gives the name of Tartar as the peculiar 
distinctive title of the Su-Mongols, or river Mongols, in which 
he seems to he correct ; and Rubriquis (a. d. 1254) speaks of 
it as rejected by Cliengiz Khan’s grandson, as being the appel- 
lation of an inferior tribe, he himself claiming to be of the race of 
pure Mongols. (Hakluyt’s Voyages, vol. i. pp. 30. and 93.) 

The whole confusion has arisen, as already observed, from 
the want of general names known to the tribes themselves, by 
which to mark their division into great classes, according to 
their extrfiction. Hence it has happened that different nations 
give them different appellations ; and that, while Europeans in 
general designate the whole northern races as Tartars, irom the 
name of one of the tribes of the race called Mongols, the writers 
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of Persia, — whose country not only borders on that occupied 
by the tribes of Turki race, but is itself traversed in all direc- 
tions by the Iliats, or tribes of wandering Turks, — have 
adopted the name of Tiirk as the general appellation, and ex- 
tend the name of Turkistan over a great 'part of the northern 
regions, comprehending Mongol and other tribes in its bounds. 

In like manner, in the grand Genealogies of the Tflrks and 
Persians deduced from Adam, which contain their theories of 
the connection and affiliation of nations, and which present the 
names of their earliest patriarchs as marking out the various 
races supposed to be derived from them, Turk the son of Yafith 
(Japhet) the son of Nuh (Noah) is made the progenitor of all 
the northern nations, from the Sea of 0hina to the remotest 
west. Yafith is made the chief of Null’s sons, and his progeny 
arc Turk, Khozar, Saklab, Sus, Mansik, Chin, Kiiman, Kaimal, 
and Milzjkh ; apparent^ the ancestor of the Tfirks, Khozars, 
Slavonians, Russians, Ghaz or Turkomans, Chinese and Ko- 
nians*, Vith two unknown tribes, one of which seems to have 
lived on the borders of China. Turk is declared to be the chief 
of all Yafith’s sons, and his legitimate successor. From Turk, 
after some generations, comes Alanja or Almchana Khan, 
generally called the fifth in descent from him, who had twin 
sons, TAtdr and Moghul, between whom his dominions wore 
divided. From the latter are descended the Moghul tribes, 
while the different Tdrki tribes are descended from the former; 
and thus both Turks and Moghuls are represented as having 
their descent from Turk. The whole genealogy evidently 
betrays the hand of a Musulraaii and a Tiirk, and is conse- 
quently of a comparatively late age. It is probably subse- 
quent to the time of Taimur. (See Abnlghazi, Hist. Gcneal. 
pt. I. c. 2 and 3. ; Shajrat-ul-Atrak, pp. 22 — 29. ; Khiifi Khan, 
& 0 .) The Shajrat-ul-Atrak, or “ Genealogy of the Turks,” is 
a work which contains the genealogy of the Moghuls even more 
than the Turks. 

As, an additional proof of the confusion that prevails on this 
subject, it may be noted that many European writers, especially 
the Russian, perhaps misled by the above genealogy of Talar 
and Moghul, confine the name of Tat&r to the Turk! race ; 
though there can be little doubt that originally and projjerly it 
belonged to one of the tribes of Mongols. 

The subject of the origin and changes of language has, of late 
years, excited much and curious research, which the importance 

* One might be tempted to sup- assigned to them in the Shajrat, 
pose that the Kamari were the they ai>pcar rather to have been the 
Cimbri ;• but, from the liabilatiun Kamaiis (Comaui). 
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of the subject well merits. If the wide aud early conquests of 
the Tartar nations be considered, it should seem that a better 
knowledge than we yet possess of the structure of the Mongol 
and Turki tongues and of their influence on the languages of 
the south, as well as of the degree in which they have them- 
selves been modified by these languages, is a very essential part 
of the general inquiry. The Persian and Hindustani languages 
have, in particular, felt their influence ; especially in terms of 
government and war. One can hardly say in how early times 
the influence of the Turki on the Persian began. M. Quatre- 
mcrc has already done much to facilitate our acquaintance with 
the ancient Tiirki tongue ; and still more is expected from his 
learned -labours in thef same department. 

It may be here remarked that the Genealogical History of 
the Turks by Abitlghazi Bch^der Khan of Khwarazm, is un- 
fortunately very imperfectly translated. We owe it to some 
Swedish officeis of Charles XIL, prisoners at Tobolzk, who 
purchased the original manuscript, had it translated into Rus- 
sian “ et le traduisirent ensuite eux-mc;mes cn diverses autres 
lungucs,” (A'vertissement au Lecteur,) These languages were 
jjroibably Swedish or French or German. A whole year, we 
arc told, was I’cquired to reconcile the various translations. 
Having gone through this process, the only wonder is that 
their meritoi'ious labour is so distinct and intelligible as it is. 
It is said to be translated from the Moghul language, but is 
probably written in the Tiirki of Khwiirazm. Abulghdzl is 
made to say, “ The reason why I have written this book in the 
Moghul or Tvrki language, is that it is everywhere in use.” 
No Moghul or Turk would have confounded these two lan- 
guages; and the reason given, which in Khwdrazna is true of 
the Tiirki, is not so of the Moghul. (Pt. ii. c. v. f.) The 
names, as might have been expected, are more particularly cor- 
rupt,'* 

' Since writing these remaiks I Casan, in Russia (1825, folio), 
finil that Count Nicolas dc Roman- and that the woik is in the'Tuiki, 
zow has published tlie oiiginal at not the Mongol tongue. 
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(The following Lists of the Khans of the Moghuls and of the 
Amii^ of Ivusligar, which D’llerbelot and Deguignes were not able 
to proefire, are chiefly extracted from the Tarikhe-Eesliidi of Mirza 
Haider, wiio was himself descended from these princes, and who 
collected the materials for their history, which he wrote with much 
ability and research.) 

KHANS OF MOGHULISTAN. 

* 

Isifn-bugha Khan seems to have been called into Moghulistsui api-kkiux 
from Mawerannaher, about a. u. 721, and to have reigned till U- 
A. H. 730. 

An interregnum. 

Togblak-Taimur Khan, son of Isan-bngha, born about a. n. 

730, came to the throne about A. u. 748, died a. ir. 764. 

Iliaa Kliwiija Khan, his son, murdered by Kamreddin, 

A. n. 766. 

Usurpation of Amir Kamreddin. It was against him that 
the expeditions of Mir Taimiir into the Jettch country were 
directed, A. n. 768 — 794. 

Kliizcr Khwiija Khan, son of Toghhak-Taimiir, raised to the 
throne in A. u. 791, before Kamreddin’s death. lie reigned 
thirty years, and ivas succeeded by bis son, 

Mubammed Khan, who was succeeded by his son. 

Shir Muhammed Khan, who was succeeded by his nephew, 

Sultan "Weis Khan, the son of Shir-Kuli, the brother of Shir- 
Muhammed. Sultan Weis was killed, A. n. 832. 

On his death there was a division among the Moghuls, some 
adhering to Tunis Khan, the eldest son of Sultan Weis, others 
to Isan-bngha, the younger son. 

Tunis Khan, who was ex- Isan-bugha Khan raised to 
polled A. n. 832, returned A. ii. the throne in A. n. 832, and 
860, and regained the western through life supported by the 
part of Moghulistan. Hosti- Eastern Moghuls, died a. ii. 
lilies were maintained between 866 : succeeded by his son, 
the Eastern and W estern Mog- Dost Muhammed Khan, who 

huls, till the death of his grand- ruled to the eastward ; died 
nephew. Kopek Sultan, when a. ii. 873. 
he reigned witho\it a rival. Kepek Sultan Ughlan, his 

In the latter jiurt of his life, son, ruled for a time, about 
the remoter tribes of the dcacrt, X'crfaii, where he was mur- 
displcHscd with his fondness dered., 
for towns, scpariitc<l from him, 



538 


KHANS OF siogiiuijstAn. 


ArwMii’c atid acknowledged liis second Sultan Ahmed Khan, se- 
®’ son, Sultan Ahmed, or llaclil cond son of Yunis, governed 

Khan, as their Khftn — so that the Eastern Moghuls, with 
the empire was again severed Aksu, Terfan, &c. He was 
in two in his lifetime ; he died generally known as Ilachi 
A. H. 892. Khan, the slaughtering Khan. 

Sultan Mahratid Khan, Yu- He was bent upon making 
nis’s eldest son, succeeded his himself absolute in the desert, 
father in Tashkend and the and destroyed the chiefs, and 
Western Tribes. He was de- lessened the power of many of 
feated by Sheibani Klian, in the tribes. Defeated by Shei- 
A. n. 908, and lost Tashkend hani Khan, A. n. 9C8 ; he died 
and Sciram, and finally was of grief, A. H. 909. 
put to death, a. h. 914. 

. The death of Sultan Ahmed Khan was followed by many 
civil wars and much anarchy in Moghulistan. His elder 
brother, Sultan Mahmud, invaded his dominions from the west. 
Sultan Ahmed’s numerous sons contended with one another. 
Several tribes, and among others the Kirghiz, separated from 
the great body. The anainhy and civil wars lasted some 
years. The country nas overrun by Ababeker of Kdshghar, by 
the Kalimttks and Kai-a Kaizdks. The whole tribes of Mog- 
hulistdn never again united under one head. Two Khanships, 
however, and the confederation of the Kinghiz-Kaizaks, seem 
to have arisen out of the ruins of the Khanship of the Moghuls. 
Sultan Mansur, the eldest son of Sultan Ahmed, established 
himself in Aksu, Terfan, &c., and a new Khanship rose in 
Kiishgliar. 

Mansur Khan, Ilachi Klian’s Sultan Said Khan, third son 
eldest sou, was acknowdedged of Ilachi Khan, in Rejeb, A. H. 
and ruled in Terfan, and the 920, eleven years after his 
farthest East. He died, A. n. father’s death, seized Kashghar, 
950; having reigned two years and expelled Ababeker Mirza. 
along with his father, and forty- He died, A. H. 939, Zilhajeh 
one more by himself ; he was 19; and was succeeded by his 
succeeded by his son, son, 

Shah Khan. Abdal-Rashid Khan, who 

died, A. H. 893 ; and was suc- 
ceeded by his son, 

Abdal Kerim. 

hlean while, in the Desert of Moghulistan, the Kirghiz 
established themselves under Khans of their own ; and in pro- 
cess of time formed a kind of fedei’ative junction with the 
Kaizak- Uzbeks, which has in some degree lasted to the present 
day, and has been called the “ Three Hordes of the Kirghiz.” 
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This union of the Old Kirghiz, who were Aloghuls, with the 
Uzbek-Kiiizak, who were Turks, accounts for the difference of 
origin and language in the present Kirghiz, which has puzzled 
modern inquirers. See Description des Hordes dcs Kirghiz- 
Kiiizaks par Alexis de Lieochine. Paris, 1840; a curious and 
valuable work. 

AMIRS OF KASUGHAR CONTEMPORARY WITH THE KHANS 
OP moghueistIn. 

Amir Tuluk, Ulushegi of the Moghul Khans, contemporary 
with Isan-bugha Khan ; succeeded by 
Aiu^ Yuiaji (sometimes called Bolaji) his brother ; raised 
Toghlak-Tfiimur to the throne ; succeeded by his son, 

Amir Khoddiddd, who reigned about ninety years, in Kashgar. 
He sucaeeded his father, probably soon after A. h. 748. 

In his time Amir Kamrcddin, his uncle, usurped the 
Khaiiship of the Moghuls ; and it would seem for a period, 
the greater part of the Kashghar territory. The chronology 
of Mir Khodaidad’s life is very uncertain. He was succeeded 
by _ 

Mir Syed Ali, grandson of Khoddidad by his son Amir Syed 
Ahmed. He reigned about twenty-four years, a. H. 838 — 861, 
and was succeeded by his sous, 

Saniz Mirza, in Yurkend, who Muhammed Haider Mirza in 
expelled his brother from Kashgar, expelled by his 
Kdshghar, and reigned seven brother, 
years, died A. H. 868. 

Muhammed Haider Mirza, on his brother's death, succeeded. 
He is said to have reigned six years, with imperfect, and 
eighteen years with full authority. In A. H. 885, he was 
expelled by his nephew and stepson Ababcker. 

Ababckcr Mirza, sou of Sdniz, reigned in all forty-eight years. 
The years of his reign are probably reckoned from the date 
of his taking possession of Yarkend, about A. u. 873. He 
was finally defeated and expelled by Sultan Said Khan, the 
third son of Sultan Ahmed Khan (IlachiKhan), who changed 
the dynasty. See Khans of Moghuls. Ababcker, one of 
the most cruel and odious tyrants recorded in history, died 
A. H. 820. 
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APPENDIX C. (p. 67.) 

KHANS OF THE CHAGHATAI WHO REIGNED IN MA- 
WEEANNAHEE, FROM THE TIME OF KAZAN KUAN. 

Ktizan Khan was sljun A. n. 747, in a revolt headed by Mir 
Kazaghan. 

Danishmeud-cheh Khan, who was of the race of Oktal Khan, 
was raised to the throne, but put to death A. H. 749. 

Baian-kuli Khan, of the race of Chaghat^i, raised by Kazaghan, 
murdered by that chieftain’s son, Slir Abdalla. 

Taimur-shah Khan, a descendant of Chaghatai, raised by Mir 
Abdalla, slain in battle. 

Adel Khan, of the same race, set up in Badakhsh^, and after- 
wards murdered. 

Toghliik-Taimur Khan I invaded Mawerannaher from Moghul- 
and > istan, and overran it from A. h. 761 

Elias Khwitja Khan J to 766. 

To restore internal order, the Amirs of the country elected as 
Grand-Khan, 

Ivdbul-shah Khan, of the race of Chaghatiii, put to death 
A. u. 771. 

Syurghatmish Khan, of the race of Oktai, raised by Mir 
Taimur, succeeded by his son, 

Sultan Mahinfid Khan, who took Bajazet. 

Tuman Kutluk Ughlan, probably his son, appears to have suc- 
ceeded him. 


APPENDIX D. (p. 441.) 

AMOUNT OF BABER’S REVENUES. 

Baber, in the account which he gives of Hindustan, after the 
battle of Panipat, observes : « The countries from Bhira to 
Bchar, which are now under my dominion, yield a revenue of 
fifty-two krors, as will appear from the particular and detailed 
statement. Of this amount, Perganas to the value of eight or 
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nine krors, are in tlie possession of some Kais and Rajas, who Ai-prumv 
from old times have been submissive, and have received these 
Perganas for the purpose of confirming them in their obedience.” 

— Memoirs, p. 334. 

In none of the copies of the Memoirs which I possessed, 
while translating this portion of them, was this statement (cor- 
rectly ?) given ; but, in a manuscript translation or paraphrase 
of parts of Baber’s Commentaries, now in my possession, I find 
this defect supplied. I subjoin the statement as there con- 
tained. 

REVENUE OF THE FROVINCES OF THE EMPIRE. 

Tank.as. 

1. The Sirkiir on the other side of the Satlej, Bliirn, 

Lahur, Sidlkdt, Dibulpiir, &c. - - - 36,31.5.989 

2. Sirlifind and its dependencies - . . 12,931,985 

3. Ilisstir-Firuza ----- 13,076,104 

4. The capital (Dar-ul-Mulk) Delhi, in the (Miiiii) 

Doab 36,950,251 

5. Mewdt (not included in Iskander’s Eevenue-RoU 

{der midn Iskandra) - - - - 16,981,000 

6. Bidnn 14,414,930 

7. Agra 2,976,919 

8. Midn c Vildet 29,119,000 

9. Gudliar 22,357,450 

10. Kalpi, Sehindeh (?) &c. - - - - 42,85.5,950 

11. Eanduj ------ 13,063,358 

12. Sambala ------ 13,844,000 

13. Lakndu and Baksar (Buxar ?) - - - 13,982,433 

14. Khairdbdd 1,265,000 

15. Ond and Behrdich - _ . - 11,721,369 

16. Judnpur ------ 40,088,333 

17. Kan’a and Mdnikpiir . - - - 16,327,280 

18. Behdr 40,560,000 

19. Sirwdr 15,517,506^ 

20. Sdrdn 11,018,679 

21. Chipdran ------ 19,086,609 

22. Gondleh 4,330,300 

23. Tirhut. Tribute (Kliidmatdna) of the Tirhuti 

Raja 250,000 silver Tankas (tankeh-niikreh) 
and 2,750,000 black (or copper) tankas (tankeh- 
sidh). 

24. Rantanbdr from Boli, Milarneb, and Chatsu (Q) - 2,000,009 

25. Nagor - - . - - - - 13,000,000 

26. Raja Bikermdjit fi’om Rantbor. 

27. Raja Kalinjeri. 

28. Raja Barsang-deo. 

29. Baja Bikam-deo. 
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Tankas. 

30. Raja Bikam-chand. 

The amount of these sums, some of which are pro- 
bably erroneous, would give - - 443,783,4S7a 

If the tankas of account are black tankas, add for 

Tirlmt 2,750.000 

446,533,437^ 

Besides 250,000 silver tankas of Tirhiit Khidma- 
tina, and the tribute of the various Rajas left 
blank. 


The revenues of Agra, and perhaps of Khairabad, seem to he 
stated low, perhaps by a clerical error. The chief revenue of 
Delhi was perhaps derived from possessions in the Doab. I know 
not if Mian-e-Vilaet, is to be understood of any province in the 
Doab. Laknau and Baksir are classed together. The latter 
is unknown to me (Buxar?). Mewat is said not to have been in • 
eluded in Iskander (Jieh der miau e Iskander dakhil ualuAeh), by 
which I understand Sultan Sekander Lodi’s revenue-roll. 

The amount of the revenue given is nearly forty-five krors ; 
the rest, amounting to about seven krors more, was probably 
made up of tribute. 

The amount of this revenue, of fifty-two krors, if considered 
as represented in single dams, according to the mode of compu- 
tation in Akber’s reign, would be 1,300,000/. ; if in double 
dams, according to the calculation of -Ferishta, 2,600,000/. ; if 
we adopted the mode of reckoning suggested by the facts stated 
by Mirza Haider, it would be 4,212,000/.; while, if we take 
the tanga at 7U/., which is somewhat below the lowest I’ate it 
reached in the reign of Sultan Muhammed Toghlak, the amount 
would be 16,250,000/. ; but, if at its full and proper value of 
a rupee, 52,000,000/. Every thing considered, I should in- 
cline to consider 4,212,000/, as the amount of Baber’s nomi- 
nal revenue; a very large sum, when the working of the 
American mines had not yet produced its full effect. 

It is not easy to find any unobjectionable point of comparison. 
The statenicnto of Akber’s revenue given in the translation of 
the Ayin Akberi, have not been generalised, and are far from 
being always distinct. 

In Catron’s Histoire de I’Einpire du Mogol, Paris, 1715, 4to., 
vol. i. p. 264., a statement of the revenue of Hindustdn, &c., in 
Aurengzeb’s time is given, probably from the pai)ers of Manucci, 
the Venetian traveller, and said to be drawn from the Archives 
of the Empire. It amounts in aU to 38.7 1.94.000 rs. (p. 266.). 
But the greater part consists of the provinces of Bengal, Mahva, 
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Gujrat, the Dckhaii, &o. ; so that the provinces acquired by 
Baber are but a small part. They are stated thus : — 

Rupees. 

- 1.2o.o0.000 

- 2.22.03.550 

- 2.35.05.000 

- 1.21.50.000 
77.38.000 

7.81.46.550 

The revenue of the Old Provinces is therefore only seven 
hrors, eighty-one luk.^, forty-six thousand five hundred and fifty 
ruijce^, or 7,814,655/. sterling. Catron adds, that the other 
taxes and duties equal or exceed the land-revenue. This does 
not make the amount of Baber’s revenue improbable. 


Dellii, 8 sirkars, 220 pergauas 
Agra, 14 „ 278 „ 

Lalior, 5 „ 314 „ 

Behiir, 8 „ 215 „ 

Illaviis and dependencies - 


APPENDIX E. (p.411.) 

BABER’S MONEY OP ACCOUNT. 

It is by no means easy to ascertain the intrinsic value of the 
coins and monies of account used at different periods of history. 
The usual tendency in all countries, cxeej>t under very en- 
lightened governments, is for the value of the current coin to 
become less and less ; partly by waste from ordinary tear and 
we.ir, but chiefly from repeated debasements in the coin itself, 
from ill-judged financial operations affecting the mint, and di- 
minishing the intrinsic value, but preserving the denomination 
of the currency. 

Mr. Elphinstone observes, that the earlier Musulman princes 
used the din4r and the dirhim like the khalifs ; that these coins 
were succeeded in India by tankas, divided into jitals or dams, 
equal to about the peise ; and that Sliir Sliah changed the name 
of tanka to that of rupeia, or rupee, which was adopted by 
Akber in his coinage. (Hist, of India, vol. ii. p. 244.) 

The state of the circulating medium at tlie period when 
Baber entered India is not very distinctly known. Baber does 
not in general mention the denomination of Indian coin by 


Ari’ETtniz 
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which ho reckons, that being sufficiently fixed and known by 
universal use. In converting his sums into English money, in 
the notes to the translation of his Memoirs, I fear that I may 
have estimated them too low, having assumed that the Treasury 
Accounts were kept in dams, forty to the rupee. The tanka 
was the current coin in his time. 

The silver tanka, in the reign of Sultan Alaeddin Khilji, was 
a tola in weight, and was equal to fifty jitals or peisas. (Briggs’s 
Ferishta, vol. i. p. .360.) It was probably very nearly equal to 
Akber’s rupee, or about two shillings. 

In the prodigal reign of Saltan Muhammed Toghlak Shah, 
the coin was so much debased that the tanka was exchanged 
for only sixteen peisas (Ibid. p. 410.) ; less than a third of the 
proper standard, or about rf. sterling, if we compute by jitals. 

Ferishta, in relating the circumstances mentioned in the text, 
states that Baber gave Hnmayun a donation of 350,000 rupees. 
(Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 48.) Now, the sum issued from the 
Treasury being 70 laks or 7,000,000 of some coin or denomin- 
ation of money, this would maJee B&ber’s money of account 
equal to 2 dams only, or a double dam, supposing Ferishta to 
reckon by the Akberi rupee of 40 dams, as seems probable. 
The viJue of the donation to Ildmayun would thus be about 
35,000/. sterling. 

The Khohlsct-ul-Akbar (f. 246.) makes the same donation 
seven Inks of Sekandori tankas. The value of the Sekandcri 
rupee I do not know, but if Ferishta’s reckoning of 3i laks of 
rupees be correct, this would make the Sekanderi tanka equal 
to half a rupee, and to ten pieces of the money used in account, 
or double dams. 

Mirza Haider tells us /Tar. Beshidi, f. 365.) that his allow- 
ances, in the high situation which he filled at Lahdr, were at 
first 15 laks, but were afterwards increased to 50 laks; and 
adds, that one lak of Hindustan is equ!il to 20,000 shahrukliis. 
This was in Humtijun’s reign, when Kdmran retook Kandahar, 
in A. n. 944. Now, at this rate, each shahrukhi is exactly 
equal to five pieces of the money of accorint of the time. 

What was the value of the shahrukhi ? It was a coin, the 
value of which probably remained uniform, as it is not likely 
that there were new coinages of it. Abulfazl tells us, that 
8 laks of shahrukhis were equivalent to 1 kror, 28 laks of dams; 
so that 8 shahrukhis represented 128 dams, and 1 shahrukhi 
16 dams. 

Thus we have the shahrukhi represented by Mirza Haider as 
equal to five pieces of the money of account, and by Abulfazl 
as equal to sixteen pieces of that money ; and the shahrukhi 
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being the same, the money of account in Baber’s time is rather ApfUKmi 
more than three times more valuable than in Akber’s. 

Now, if the rupee of Akber be taken at 2s., and the shah- 
ruklii be considered as equal to 16 dams of Akber, or rather 
lietter than 9^d., say 9^d., the lak of Humayun (or 20,000 
shahrukhis) would be equal to nearly 810Z. sterling, and Baljer’s 
lak was probably the same. 

One difficulty occurs, that, in several instances in Baber’s 
Memoirs, payments arc expressly stated to be made in tankas ; 
and, in a Persian translation or paraphrase in my possession of 
a part of Baber’s Commentaries, by I know not what aiilhor, 
but evidently old, all the large payments, and that now in 
question among the rest, are expressed as made in tankas, 
f. 67.*v.* 

If we take the value of the tanka, when Baber entered 
India, at tliat of the adulterated tanka of Toghlak Shah, or 
7l-d., perhaps the lowest known in India, the lak would be 
3125Z. f and the donation to Humayun of 70 laks would amount 
to 218,7507. which seems too high. 

In the statement of the revenue of Hindustiin contained in 
the same translation, and given p. 409. in the article of Tirhfit, 
there is stated to be paid of khidmatana (tribute) by the Kaja 
2 laks and 50,000 tanke nukreh (silver tankas), and 27 laks 
50,000 tanke sidh, (black or copper tankas). There would 
seem, therefore, to have been both silver and copper tankas. 

May not these black tankas have corresponded to the dams in 
which the treasury accounts were afterwards kept ; or, perhaps, 
with the farther difference of the substitution of 40 dams for 50 
jitals ? 

On the whole, if we suppose that in Baber’s time the money 
of account was at 40 dams to the rupee, the lak would be of 
the value of 2507. sterling; if we take Ferishta’s reckoning of 
double dams, it would be worth 5007. ; and, if we follow the 
reckoning of Mirza Haider, as above deduced, something near 
8107. We evidently cannot adopt even the most depreciated 
tanka of Toghlak-shah, which would make it about 31257. ; and, 
still less, the lak of rupees which succeeded tankas, and would 
bring it to 10,0007. sterling. I confess, I incline most to the 
lak of Mirza Haider, as being dedneed from data given by a^ 
contemporary. The question, however, deserves to be decided 
on surer principles, and may perhaps be settled satisfactorily by 
an examination of some collection of older Indian coins. 

* A present of seventy thousand Khan’s ambassador. Baber’s Mem. 
tangs orJ;ankas is made to Kuchum p, 399. 
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Appbnmx It may be added, that the word tanta or tanga is of Chagha- 
E- tdi Tfirki origin, being derived from which in that lan- 
guage means white ; having the same origin as the asper (from 
atpro’t, white) of the modern Greeks, the Alt-chia of the Os- 
niiinli Turks, the Tutari of the Mingrelians, and many other 
monies, all originally sigiiifying lohite. (Josafa Barbaro in 
Kamnsio, vol. ii. p. 96.) The Tengi of Khwarazm would ap- 
pear to have been worth the fourth of a crown. (Astley’s Voy- 
ages, vol. iv. p. 484.) At the present day in Persia, the tanga 
seems to be worth only M, (J. B. Fraser’s Travels in Persia, 

p. 81.) 



INDEX 


TO 

THE FIRST VOLUME. 


Ababeker, of K^shghar, 56« Zlis con- 
quest of Kasbghar, 57. Defeats Y^inis 
Xlian, 57. Invades Ferghana, 90. 
Concludes a peace, and rctiies, 90. 
Seizes part of Badakhsban, 287. Be- 
sieges Andejan, 317. Defeated by 
SuVan Said, 318. Fxpclled from 
Kashghar, 332. 

Ab^buidcii, B£ber*s description of, 164* 

He cuts verses on the rock at, 164. 

Abdal All Teikh^n (Mtt), of Bokhara, 
protects Sheib£ni, 134. llisdoatli, 137* 

Abdal-azlz (Mir), appointed by Baber to 
420. Defeated by the lt4j* 
pdts, 465. His part in the battle of 
Kanw.i, 470. 

Abdal-aziz Sultan, son of Obeid Klmn, 
left in chdige of Astciab^d, 489. 
Defeats the Persians near Bostam, 

489. 

Abdal Fitali, sou of iNJir Fa/il. liis 
command in Siud, 384. Ills death, 

384. 

Abdal-Kadus (Amli), sl.ijs Sheikh Je- 
mal-cd-din, 55. Rele ises Yunis Khan, 

55. 

Abdal-rizak ]\lliza, son of Ulugh Beg 
Alitra, king of Kabul, 210. Ks.- 
pelted by Mukim Arghun, 210. 216. 
Attempts to regain his kingdom, 216. 
Submits to Bdber, 223. Joins 13£bei 
on his expedition to Kandahai, 277. 

Deft by Baber in Kabul, 280. Be- 
ceives Nangenbai, 282. Plan to le- 
store him to the throne of Kabul, 

284. Put to death, 286. 

Abel Remusat, IVI., notice of his ** Rc- 
cberches sur les Langues Tai tares,*' 

533. 

Abu All Hasan, ibn All, ibn Sino, the 
Avicenna of the West, 83, note, 

Abul Daka (INIli'), bis icmaik on Hu- 
ni£\uii’s illness, 513, 

Abul-fazi, bis account of the battle at 
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Kul-malek, 323 His account of the 
intiiguc in favour of Melidi Kbrvaja, 
515. 

Abulghazi Behadcr Khan, piincc of 
Khwaia/m, his Genealogical History 
in Tuiki, 81. 536. 

Abulkhaii Khan, Khan of the U/beka, 
29. His vigorous reign, 29. Places 
Abusaid Mirra on the thione of Sa- 
markand, 2D. Mariies a daughter of 
Ulugh Beg Mirza, 29. Oflends his 
chiettains, 29. Is defeated l>y the 
Kalimaks, 30, 7ioie. Is deltated by 
the chiets ol Kipolutk, and slatii, 30, 

Abul Makdi am (Khwaja), visits Blbcr, 
114. His confiilint, 167. 169. Is 
put to death by hhedii'iin, 186. 

Abusaid Mura, Sultan of Saniuk<.nd, 
47. Defeats Isanbiiglia 1**. Resides 
at IleitD, 48. Sets up Tunis Khan, 
49. Hi'» ticaty with Yunis Khan, 50^ 
Bestows on him the tciutui) of IMa- 
sikhi, 52. Ills disastrous c\p(.ditioii 
into liak, 53. 74 IIis death, 53. 74. 

Adinipur (now Jclakihad), Babei ar- 
rives at, 223, Iktber halts time, 28], 

Afglians (the), then oiiginal seat, 219. 
Their piedatory habits tieai Kabul, 
280. Dispersed by Baber, 281. The 
jVlehmcnd tribe defeated by Baber, 
284. I'hc Yusef'/ais make a conven- 
tion with Baber, 338. Babci's pe- 
riodical tmoarls, 338, .339, note. Their 
power at Delhi under the Dodis, 
406. Their chiefs resolve to divide the 
empire, 407 Tlicii union in the Pen- 
jcib, 424 Defeated by Chiii-Taimiir, 
4 53. Defeated under Sultan Ibialiim 
at Panipit, 437. Then appielicnsions 
fiom Babel's conquest, 44 k Driven 
1)^ liuinayun to Bengal, under Naiii 
Khan, 450. Theii co'ifederncy in the 
West, 45 1 Their success in the Do£b, 
469. Defeated with the Rajputs at 
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Kanwa, 473, Their rcTolt in the East, 
485. Engaged by IBdbur on tlic 
Ganges, 486. Their retreat, 487. 
I’ursucil and defeated by Cbin- 
Talinur, 487. 

Agha Rustam Roz-cfzun, prince of 
Mazendenin, anecdote of, 304. 

Agrn occupied by Baiber, 437. He 
builds a palace there, 451. 

A luneci, the belcawal or taster, li is attempt 
to poison Baber, 455. Is put to death, 
45G. 

Ahmed (or ]\Iiihammcc1) hen Kothair, 
Al-FerghuiiL, a celebrated astrono- 
mer, 83, note. 

Aljined Kasim, nephew of Khosrou 
Sliah, 209. Driven from bis go- 
vernment of Kalnncrd, 214. Is slain, 
227. 

Ahmed Kasim Kohbur (IMir), confiden- 
tial oflicer of B/iber, 247. Defends 
Kabul, 250. Appointed to Tdsh- 
kend, .319. Driven out by the Uz- 
beks, 330. Rebels against Baber, 335. 
Defeated, 3ti3. 

Ahmed Kcrdwnl (Sultan), joins Bdber, 

122 , 

Ahmed Khan (Sultan), the younger 
Khan,*’ son of Ydnis Khan, secedes 
from iiis father, 61. Becomes Khan 
of IV/ogliuHstdii, 63. His character, 
65. Defeats the Kalimaks, G6. Sur- 
named '^Xtaclii Khan,*' G6. His ener- 
getic reign, 66. Proceeds to meet 
his brother Sultan Mahmud Khan, 
168. His meeting with Baber, 168. 
And with his brother, 169, Taken 
pi'j.soncr by Sheibani, 184. Released, 
185. Returns to the Desert, 190. 
Dios, 190. 

Ahmed Khan, of Mchwut, holds Mchroli 
and Mewat, 405. 

Ahmed Khan Lodi, quells a revolt of 
Sultan Ibrahim’s nobles 411. 

Ahmed Mirza (Sultan), son of Abusaid, 
Sultan of Samarkand and Bokhdra, 
53. 74. His quarrels with bis brother 
Umersheikh, 58. Peace between them 
dictated by NasireddSn Obeidulla, 
62. Defeated by Sultan Mahmud 
Khan, 63. 13G. Invades Ferghana, 
87. Makes peace with Bdber, 89. 
DicF, 89. 

Ahmed Shah, left in charge of Cfaunderi, 
484. 

Ahmed Sultan Sefi, commands the Per- 
sian auxiliaries sent to Buber, 315. 

Ahmed Tainbol (Sultan). See Tambol* 

Aimaks (thu), a tribe of Moghuls, 14. 
Account of their origin, 221, note. 
They join Baber, 212. Their country^ 


220. Driven out of Lamghan, 227' 
Acknowledge B4hf»r*s authority, 239. 

Ais-doulat Begum, grandmother of 
Bdber, 51. Her lineage and character, 
51, note. Instance of her spirited 
conduct, 55. Heads a party against 
Ho'san Yiikdb, 91. Notice of her 
daughters, 248. 

Aisha Sultan Begum, her marriage with 
Bdber, 128. 526, note. 

Ak-Orda (the White Horde), 26. 

Ak-SaUiils (Greybeards), 11. 

Aklisl (or Akhsikat), district and fort 
of, besieged by Sultan Mahmud Khan, 
89. Siege abandoned, 90. Demanded 
from Baber by Sultan IMahtnud Khan, 
and by Jehangir, 107. SuiTcndcred 
to Ibrahim Saru, 1 17. The cifc»'del 
defondad by Uzun Hassan, 117. Sur- 
rcnclevcd to Buber, 1 18. Attacked 
by the ‘•elder** and “younger** khans, 
170. Buber received there, 174. 

Ak'-u, battle of, 52. 

Ala-ed-dln (Sultan) of Bengal, Ins con- 
vention with Sultan Sekander of 
Delhi, 40G. 

A1a-c(1-diii Dodi ^Sultan), or Alim 
Khan, son of Sultan Behh'il, de-> 
prived of Rabdri, 423. Receives 
Etdwa, 42S. Aspires to the throne 
of Delhi, 412. Flies to Bdber, and 
solicits his aid, 412. 418. Receives 
Dibdlpilr, 420. Defeated by Doulat 
Khan, 421. Flics to Kabul, 421. 
Ilfs relationship to Sultan Ibrdlilm 
Uodi, 421, note. Engages Baber in 
nil expedition to reduce Delhi, 422. 
His treaty with Buber, 423. Hastens 
to Babur, 424. Joined by Doulat 
Khan, 424. Is acknowledged by 
Doulat Khan as his sovereign, 424. 
Marches to Delhi, 495. Defeated 
by Sultan Ibrdhlm, 426. Flies to the 
Dofib, 426. Retreats to the Penjslb, 
427. Takes shelter in Kinkutch, 430. 
Escapes, and joins Ghazi Khan, 430. 
Flics to Bdber. who receives him 
with honour, 431. His future his- 
tory, 431, Confined in Kila-Zcfcr, 
4.31. Finds refuge at the Court of 
Bohdder Shah of Gujrat, 431. 

Alanlcdwa, ancestress of Chenglz Khan, 
and of Taimur, 23. 69. Her mi- 
raculous conception, 23. 

Alatagli mountains, separate Ferghana 
irom Kasiigar and Taitary, 79. 

Alengiz Nuian, his compact with Dawa 
Cbichan, 71, 

Al-Furabi, a philosopher, SS,note. 

Aii (Amir Sultan), Iirotlicr of Zitlniin, 
made governor of Sistan, 273. c 
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All Dost Taghdi, governor of Andejdn, 
lUM. Surrenders it to Jehdngir, tlu. 
Invites Biiber to oVIargliinnn, 115. 
jVIakcs x^cacc between Eaber and Je» 
banglr, 195. Eccomes Baber's x>rimc 
minister, 127. Ills cbaractcr and con- 
duct, 197. His resigimtion, 132. 

All Khalifa. Sec Ni 2 um-ed-dln. 

Ali Khan. Fcrmuli, joins Baber, 445. 

Ali Khan Islijiu, a commander of the 
Persian auxiliaries sent to Baber, 315. 

All Mirza (Sultan), son of Sultan 
Mahiniid Mirza, retires from Ura- 
tippa, 94. Proclaimed King of 
Samarkand, 97. Made captive by 
Bayesangbar, and ordered to be 
blinded, 99. Escapes unhurt to Bo- 
iflidra, 99. Defeats Ills brother Bayes- 
anghar 99. Invades Samarkand, 200. 
Ills alliance with Babur, lOO. Re- 
tains Samarkand, Bukhara, and the 
nciglibouriiig districts, 105. Kept 
in wstraint by his Terkhaii nobles, 
128. Calls in. Shcibilm, 140. Is put 
to death, 141, 

Ali Sblr Nu%vai (Mir or Amir), a dis- 
tinguished Ttjirki noble and poet, 81. 
l^laced ill charge of Herat, 270. 
Makes peace between Sultan Husein 
and bis son, 271. His determined 
defence of Her^t, 272. 

Alim Khan. See AU>cd-din Lodi. 

Alim Khan, of Knlpi, joins the con- 
federacy against Bdber, 442. Deserts 
Buber, 469. 

Alim Khan, of Tehengcr, offers to pro- 
cure the surrender of Biann, 452. 

Altamgha (the) of Tumana Khan, 70. 

Alur, or Alwer, capital of Mewat, built 
and fortified by llasan Khan, 475. 

Amrani ( Amir), brother of the Kliankar, 
slain, 399. 

Andejdii, district and fort capital of 
Ferghana, 80. Taken by Isanbugha 
Khan, 48. Biiber acknowledged there, 
86. Besieged by Jchdngir, 109. Its 
surrender, HO. Besieged by the 
“elder” and “younger” khans, 174, 
Siege abandoned, 175. Invaded by 
Sheibani, 187. And taken, 189. Be- 
stowed on Jani Beg, 189. 309. The 
Uzbeks driven out, Sll. Given to 
Sultan Said Khan, 312. Besieged 
by Ab.'ibckcr, 317. Threatened by 
the Uzbeks, 330. 

Andekhud, taken by Sheibani, 258. 

Angorn, battle of, 68. 

Ansaris ( the), a race descended from, 
govern Sind, 358. 

Anwar, or Alvvcr, son of Baber, dies, 
51^. S25. 


Architecture, B&ber's fondness for, 530. 
His excavations at Biscrlureh, 520, 
note. 

Arghuii-s (the), derive descent from a son 
of Cheiigis, 262. See Zulnun, Shah 
Sliujda, Aluhammcd Mokim, Shah 
Hasan. 

Arghun Khan, 25. 

Arkhian, fortress of^ Tdmbol retires to 
it, 125. 

Artillery used by Baber, at Panipat, 
436., al Kanwa, 470., at Kanduj, 486. 

Asfendek, castle of, Bsiber's icsidcnce 
there, 146. 

Asfera, range of hills separating Fer- 
ghana from Karatigin, 79* 

Asfera, district of Ferghana, 80. Fort 
suprised by Ibrahim Saru, and re- 
taken by Baber, 92. 

Askeri IVlirza, son of Baber, 525. His 
command in the East, <194, 495. Joins 
Bdbcr in Bengal, 503-503. 

Astcrubdd, taken by the Uzbeks, 489. 
Abaiiiloncd and retaken, 489. Com- 
mitted to Ilcnlsh Bchucler, 489. 

Astrakhan, the Khansbip of, ibnned, 27. 

Astronomical t.'ihlcs of Ulugh Beg 
Mirza, 72. 105. 

Attok, Buber crosses tlio Indus above, 
42 3. 

Avicenna of the West, 83, note. 

Ayiib Begchlk (Mir), conspires against 
BAber, 327. 

AzerbAijdn, conquered by Shoh Ismael, 
of Persia, 6. 

Azim Humayiin Sirwani, besieges 
Gwaliar, 409. Joins Jilul Khan, 409.* 
Deserts him, 409. Meaning of his 
name, 450, note. 

Buba Ahmed, son of Mir Fazil, sent to 
oppose the Balijclics, 389, Defeats 
them, 384. Is slain, 384. 

BAba Bishiigheri (Mulla), 247. Defl-nds 
the fort of Kabul, 250. Joins the 
rebellion against Baber, 335. Deserts 
Humayui), 458. Invades Baber's 
northern dominions, 458. 

Baba Seirumi, his pursuit of Buber, 
178. 

Baba Sheikh, his desertion to the Uz- 
beks, 458. Invades Baber’s northern 
dominions, 458. Slain by Mir Ilameli, 
459. 

Baba Sultan, grandson of the younger 
Khan, with Baber at Kabul, 256., 

Baban Jilwani (Malek) joins Alim 
Khan, 42.5. Seeks shelter in t)ie 
Doab, 427. Joins Baber, 432. With- 
draws from him, 447. Besieges Sam- 
bh^, 447. Routed, 448. Occupies 
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Laknau, 477 Abanilons it 477 
Is joined b\ Sheikh Ea^ezid, 465 
IDmen to Eandclkand, 506 
£ ibcr» Zehii cd dm Muhiintned, son 
of Umei sheikh Miry*!, hij* biith *ind 
p ircnt'i^ey 78 Interpretation of liis 
Dime 79, note His fathers death, 
S'? Ills accession 8b llis tciiitoia 
invaded his untie Suit in Ahmed, 
8*^ Andt] in thrcatciicd, 87 1 tiluic 

of the capeditioiiy S8 P icification, 
89 In\asioa of Sultan jMiIimud, 80 
And of Ababckci, 90 His enemies 
expelled 91 Hasan \ tkub, hts pro- 
tector, conspiics a^iinst him, 91 
J3ibci ]cco\eis the fort of Asfcia, 92 
And Ivhojcnd 90 Visits Sultan 
IVIalmifid, Plundcis the Jcgi tk 

tube, 93 Imades Ur itippa 9 a Ac- 
cents the serMees ui the Uzbek ind 
IMo^hul chic/s, 95 Hcterinines to 
attack Simiikmd 99 Ills alliance 
112 th Suit in All 31iiza, 100 Xheir 
intGTiiew ill the iivcr Koliik, 100 
Deserted bv his L/heks 100 Hlocl •• 
ftdc Samarl and, 101 Operations of 
the sie e, 10’ He huts his umt, 
103 JVXaiches out to f ice Sheibani, 
103 Oecupics Sim irkatid, 105 Dis 
content of itis tioop«, 106 Iheir de- 
sertion 107 Hib liothf^i Jch4n,{ir 
cl urns fiom him Andcj m and kklisi^ 
107 Ills illness at ^amaikand HO 
He ahindous Simukand, 110 His 

expedition to Andejui, 110 Its 
fiiluic, 110 Ills distress, 111 Ap 
plies foi succoui to his uncle Suit in 
IMahmud 111 AA ho ^ ills him, 112 
PiOLCcds to Khojind, 112 Ills u»- 
succesatul attempt to regain Samir- 
kand, 113 He ^ aits Sultan Mahmud, 
111 Captuies the f jrt of N isukli, 
and ictuiiia to Khojend, 113 Re- 
lno^cs to Bish ighei, 1 14 Diivcnout 
b\ Sultm All 114 Goes to the 
11 iks, 114 Ills intcrwcw’ with 
Khu ija \bul Makuam, 114 In 
vitcd to INlaigbin m, 1 15 IIis entrjr 
into the city 116 Besieged by Je- 
hin^irs party, 116 Ileco\ers Au- 
dejaii, 118 likes Akhsi, lib His 
impiudcn c, 119 Reiolt of the 
Moghuls 2.0 ihej defe it his army 
under Kasim Beg, 120 Ills defence 
of ‘Vndejan, JJl Marches to Usb, 
121 Joined by Suit in Ahmed Ke 
1 i\ial, 122 Defeats lambol it Khu- 
b 111 1 ^3 A\ intci camjiaign at Sua- 
lasi 123 llctuins to Andejan, 123 
Ills campaign of Kasin, 124 He 
makes peace with Jehdngir and Tam 


bol, 126 Returns to Andejin, 126 
Kept in restraint by his minister Alz 
Dost Tagliar, 127 Marries Aislis 
Sultan Begum, 128 Engages the 
services of Muhammed iViazid Ter- 
khan, 129 Marches against Samar- 
kand, 3 29 Encamps at kurct khan^ 
131 Intrigues with Kliw aja \ahia, 
13 ’ Pails in bis attempt to seize the 
cit> 132 Flics towards Kesh on 
Shcib ini s approach, 1 41 Crosses the 
hills w ith diffieuity to Kan, 143 Ap- 
proaehis bamirkand, 144 bails to 
surptise Rohat Khwija, 144 Joined 
by Kimbcr Ah, 141 bails mbs 
attempt to surprise Samarkand, 145 
His state of mind 146 Succeed^ in 
a second attempt, 147 Receiics the 
submission of the sunonnding pro- 
vinces, 149 Ills difhculttcs, 150 
Engages Sheibani on the KiHi k, 151* 
Is defeated, lo2 Defends Samar- 

kind, 153 Capitulates, ^ 

of five months, 157 His account ot 
his flight from S imarkand 153 Pro- 
ceeds to Uiattppa 159 Ills residence 
it Dekhat, 160 Con panson between 
him and Flcnii Quatre, 162 Sends 
presents to Jebangir and Tunbol IC2 
Ills grief on the &ath of Nciian Go- 
kulti&h, 163 Hisiesidcuce at Ma 
sikhi, 164 Ills verses cut on the 
rock at Ab burden, 164 Visited by 
the poet MulK Hajan, 164 Visits 
his uncle at Tashkend, 16 5 Com- 
poses his fust ode, 166 Ills life at 
1 tshkend, 166 Schemes for the 
future 167 BXeets his uncle the 
younger Khan, 268 Surprises and 
takes Ush, 171 Advances to An- 
dejan, 171 Is surprised by 1 imbol, 
172 His wound and narrow escape, 
172 He joins the Khans, 173 Is 
received into Akiisi, 174 Driven 
from Akhsi, 177 His flight, 177 
He IS oveztaken, 1*^9 Escapes, and 
joins the Kl anc, 183 His flight on 
then defeat, 184 He wandets as a 
fugitive in Andcjai ,183 S ts out 
for Khorasan 190 Enters the Hiss ii 
territory, 194 His motley band of 
attendants 1 95 He crosses the Amu, 
202 Is joined by B iki Cbegh ini ini, 
202 And bv many of Khosrous 
dependents 203 207 Receives Khos- 
rou*» submission, 208 Sets out for 
Kabul, 211 PiLst secs the star Sohcil 
(Canopus), 211 Routs and takes 
prisoner Shiikeh Argliun, 211 Is 
joined by other tribes, whom Ije re- 
duces to order, 212 Encamps near 
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Kabul, SIS. Joined by his family, 
SIS. SesLcgcs Kabul, S14. Its sur^ 
render, 216. His repression of pillage, 
SI 7. Becomes King of Kabul and 
Ghazni, 217. His account of Kabul, 
SI 7. Bexvards his followers, 222. 
Submission of Abdul- Riaak, 223. Btl- 
be];*s expedition to the Indus, 223. 
Arrives at Jclaldbad, S23. His sur- 
prise at the climate and appearance 
of the country, 223. Takes a plun- 
dering circuit, and returns to Kabul, 
224. BtikL’s plot against him, 225. 
Invades Kandahar, 229. Takes Kclat, 
but abandons it, 229. Bdki*s intrigues 
and resignation, 230. Peace In Ka- 
bul, *233. Baber receives Muhammed 
iluscin Doghlat, 237. Invited by 
Sultan Husein, 23S. Sets out from 
Kabul, 239. Hears of the death of 
Sultan Husein, 239. Defeats a body 
of Uzbeks at S&f, 239. Acknow- 
ledged by the Aimaks, 239. Waited 
on by Jehungir, Q40. Reaches the 
Murgbab, 240. Royally entertained 
in Khordsaii, 240. Visits Herat, 242. 
Returns to Kdbul, 243. Readies 
the Zirin Pass, 244. Danger from 
the severity of the cold, 245. Reaches 
Yeke- Auieiig, 346, Vosses Bamiin, 
246. Plunders the Tlirkoindn Ha- 
zaras, 246. Muhammed Husein Mirza 
placed in charge of Kdbul, during bis 
absence, 247. Report spread of Bu- 
ber's imprisonment in Khorasun, 248. 
Rebellion of Shah Begum and Mu- 
lianimed Husein, 249. Baber hastens 
towards Kabul, 250. Communicates 
xrith the garrison, 250. Surprises and 
disperses the rebels, 252. His cle- 
mency, 252. His re/lectioris on the 
conduct of the rebels, 254—257. 
Takes from his chiefs a bond of alle- 
giance and iidclity, 258. Invited by 
Zdlnuri’s sons, 276. IVIarchos to Kan- 
dahar, 276. Levies a contribution 
from an Indian caravan, 277. His 
aversion to plunder, 277. Defeats tlie 
Arghdns at the battle of Kandahar, 

278. Takes the city, 278. Divides the 
rich spoil among his followers, 278. 
Bestoxvs Kandahar on Xdsir IViirza, 

279. Alarmed at the power of Shei- 
bdni, 279. Leaves Kabul, and marches 
fur India, 280. Proceeds by Khurd- 
Kabul and Jagddlik, 280. Defeats the 
Afghan robbers, 281. Halts before 
Adlnqpur (noxv Julalabad), 281. Re- 
turns to Kabul, 282. Assumes tlic 
title of “ Padshali,” 282. Conspiracy 
pf jMughuls, 283. Hiz valour, 285. 

If M 


Quells the revolt, 386, Hla reception 
of Haider Mirzn, 291. His amiable 
character described by Haider Mlrza, 
and by Sultan Said, 294. Receives 
intelligence of the battle of IVIerv, 306. 
Anecdote of his kindness to Haider 
^Iirza,S06, note. Marches to Kunduz, 
306L Receives an embassy from Sliai 
Ismael, of Persia, 308. Sends an cm 
bassy to the Shah, 309. Treachery* 
of Baber's Moghuls, 31 L His con- 
vention with Shah Ismael, 312. In- 
vades Hissar, 312. Retreats before 
the Uzbeks, 312. Totally defeats the 
Uzbeks, 314. Joined by Persian 
auxiliaries, 315. Takes Bukhara and 
Samarkand, 315. Received triuni- 
plially at Samarkand, 316. Pro- 
claimed King, 316. Dismisses his 
Persian auxiliaries, 316. Recovers 
MAwerannaher, 318. Extent of his 
dominions, 319. Adopts the Persian 
dress and cap, 3 1 9. Offends the Sunnis 
of Mawerauiiaher, 320. Decline of 
bis popularity, 321. Invaded by the 
Uzbeks, 322. Defeated by them at 
Kul-malck, 322. Abandons Samar- 
kand, 322. Defends I’lt&.sdr, 323. 
Joined by Amir Kijm Sani, minister 
of Shah Ismael, .32.3. Takes Xbozar, 
324. Sacks Kurshi, 324. Totally 
defeated by the Uzbeks at Gho/.h- 
dewan, 325. Flies to HLssiir, 325« 
Attacked by his rebel Moghuls, 327. 
Escapes with difficulty into the fort 
of llissar, 327. Retires to Kuiuluz, 
328. Bctiirns to Kabul, 329. Aban- 
dons all hope of regaining his uatix’t; 
country, 332. Quells a rebelliui.i of 
the Mogliuls, 335. Subdues the hill 
tribes, 336, Takes Bujour, .337. Puls 
the male inhabitants to the sword, 
337. Bestows the government, on 
Kbwsga Kilaii, 338. X^liiiiders Peiij- 
kora, 338. 3farries a daughter of 
Malek-shah Muiibur, 338. His con- 
vention xvith the Yusef-zdis, 338. 
His forays into the country aruuud 
Kabul, 339, note. Appoints his son 
Humdyun to Badakhshdn, 341. His 
projected invasions of Kandahar uud 
Pliudustdn, 341. Plans the conquo>fc 
of Kundaluir, 352. Attacked with 
illness on the march, 352. IVIakea 
peace, 353. Returns to Kabul, 353. 
Kindly receives Sbuh Hnsan Arghiiii, 
354. Invades the ''••njab, 354. Be- 
sieges Knndahur, 3o<^. Surrender of 
the country to him, 355. Occupies 
Multan, 398. Extent of his do- 
inliiioiis at the period pf bis iuvaition 
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of India, 401 r Invited to India by 
AU>cd*din, 412. His fiist invasion 
of India, 413. CTrosscs the Indus 
above Attocl^, and enters the X’eniab, 
413 Occupies Bhiia, 414 Returns 
thiough the G.'lkci countiy, 414. 
Xjosqs Rhira, 415 Sends an embassy 
to Sultan Ibraliim, 415. Ills second 
iiAaston of Indii» 415 JHis third 
invasion. 41b. Takes Sialkot, 416. 
Returns to complete the subjuga- 
tion of Kandahai, 417. Again cntois 
India, 418. Dcibats tb«^ Jjodis, and 
takes Lahur, 118. Storms Dibal' 
pui, 41 S. Joined by Hoiilat Khnn and 
ins sons HR. ImpriaOiiS Dual it and 
Gh 1/1 Khan, 419. Liberates them, 
and a<‘signs Sultanpui to Doulat, 410. 
AdiancLS to Suhiiid, 420 Kctiiins 
to Laiiiii and Kabul, 420 PaiLcls 
out the Pcnjib, 420 Ilis treaty with 
Ala-ed dm Lodi, 423 TurnisliLs 
him witi troops, 423 Hctctminos 
to inaicli against the Uzbeks, 421 
Disengages lumstlf fiom the affaits ot 
B ilkh and Kabul, 427 Leases Ktm» 
mil in chnrge ot Kabul and KancHIt ii, 
4J7 Ills filth insisionot India, 427. 
Joined bv lluni4t>uii and Khw^j^ 
Kilati, 427. Passes tlie Sind, 427. 
Reaches bialkut, 427. Hems of AIa> 
cd-diu’s difcat at Dull i, 128. Puisues 
Huulat 'iiul Gha/i Klians, 428 Takes 
]\iih\ It 429 Rccencs Doulat Khazi% 
submission, 429. Uccciscs Ala-od- 
dm, 4 31 Imprisons him, 431 
Re idles Ambali, 4o2. Iliscruclts, 
43J Joined b> Malck Bib in, 4 IJ 
AppiOticlies Sultan Ibiahim’s camp, 
432 Picpaies foi battle, 433 0\.cii- 

pies Paiiipit, 4 31. Gains the battle 
ot Panipit, 437, Roiches Delhi, 4 37. 
Pioclaimcd Linperoi, 137 Xhotccds 
to Agin, 437 ITis icilectioiib on his 
conquest, 1 >8, l)>suUs the spoil, 440 
Olitams the ii line of tht KaUndat, 
410 Ilo-^tiht) ot the people, 411. 
Conibinitions against him, 4 12 llts 
dilTiwuItirs, 1 M, Discontent of his 
aiin^, J 1 1 Ills addicss to liib council, 
415 Ills piospcctb biighten, 446. 
Joined by sa^ious chiefs, 446, llis 
operations in the held, 417 Sends 
llumiMin in command against the 
Shcrki confedeiates, 410 Builds a 
pakiec at Agi i, 451. Recalls Hu* 
iniMin, 451 Sends an expedition 
against Biini, 4 SI. Gams Biani and 
Dhiilpiii, 4i2, 153. IiiMied to Gua* 
liat, 153. Gualiai taken, 451 At- 
tempt on his life, 455. Submission of 


Multan, 456* ASkir of Mfr Hametr^ 
453. Bdber’s transactions n ith Rana 
S^nga, 462. Marches agiinst him, 
4G3. His XTOops discouraged, 466. 
He renounces wine, 466. He i emits 
the Teingha, 467. His address to hi» 
council, 468. He moves his camp, 
469. Again advances, 470. G'^ins a 
complete victoiy at Kinwa,473. As- 
sumub the title of Ghari, 474. Re-^ 
duces Mew it, 475. Returns to Agra, 
476 I^covers Chandwar and Ra* 
bcii, 476. Hib success beyond the 
Gingcs, 477. Distributes the pro* 
Vinces, 477. Anecdote ot his un* 
settled life*, 478. Ilib c.impaigii pgninst 
Chandci 1,478. He reaches Chandeii, 
479. Alanning news fioin the B^lst, 
481. His presence of mind, 482. 
Takes Chanden, 482. Hts campaigns 
on the Ganges, 485. Marches to the 
Bast, 485. Ciosses the Ganges at 
Kanau}, 486. Ills artillery, 486. Re- 
tt cat ot the cnems , 487. B ebci takes 
Laknau, 487. 'ihe arm^ of the 
cnem} dispeised, 48'. B iber leturns 
to Agio, 488. I Acquires Uantambdi, 
4b8 Increases the taxes, 188. Re* 
sires his views on Samaikand, 49?. 
Sends a lutei ot advice to Huiuajuii, 
492. Repiesses pillage at Baikh, 493. 
Ills dcHiic to revisit lits native coun* 
tiy, 493. Decline of Ins heallli, 491. 
Ones a grand feast to Ins nobles and 
ambassadois, 494 Resolves to inaich 
to the West, 495. Inioads of the 
Baldcbes, 495. B.lbei proceeds to 
Dhulpbr, 496. Retains to Agra, 
497 Assumes command of the eastern 
arm), 498. Supports the pictensiuns 
of Sultan Jelal ed-diii Sheiki, 199. 
Occupies Bcliar, 500. Makes Mu* 
hammed Zemaii Miiza go\ciiior of 
Beliar, .500. Sends an envoy to Nasiot 
Sh.ih, 50 3. Is joined by Sultan Juiicul 
Birlas, 503. Attacks and defeats the 
Beng.il arm> , 504. lieceiv es the sub- 
mission of the Afghans, 505 Makes 
peace with Bengal, ^05. LxpeU Ba* 
ban and Bavc/id, 506. Returns to 
Agra, 507. Decline of his health, 508. 
Hib perplexity respecting Baclakh* 
shan, 51 1. Appoints SulciinAn Mirza 
to that country, 511. Death of his 
sun Alwet, 512. Dangeious illness 
of Ilumayun, 513. Baber*s self-de- 
votion, 513. His d>ing advice, 516, 
Ills death, 517. His interment at 
Kabul, 517. llis chaiactcr and <it- 
coniphshcnents, 5 L 9 — 522. His fund- 
ncsb for aicliitecture and gardening. 
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520. His literary talent, 521, His 
commentaries, 622. His person, 525. 
His family, 525. IJis harem, 526, 
II is dominions, 526. Their 
political state, 528. His taxes, 52S. 
State of landed property, 529. Sources 
of his revenue, 5^0. Customs, 530. 
Tl^ Jesia, 530. Posthouses, 530. 
IVIen of letters, 530. 

Baber Kushkeh, appointed minister to 
Ala*ecl-din at Dib&tpur, *120. 

Badakbsbati, invested by Kamber-Bi, 
226. N5sir Mlrxa made king, 228. 
Ravaged by the Uzbeks, 223. Nasir 
Mirza expelled, 229. Its troubled 
state, 2S6. Khan Mirza becomes king, 
288. Invaded by Sultan Said, 340. 
diven by Biiber to his son llumuyun 
on the death of Khan Mirza, 341. 
Deserted by Humayun, 508. Alarm 
of the inhabitants, 509. Sultan Said 
call^ in, 509. llindal assumes the 
government, 510. Suleiman Mirza 
made king, 5 LI. 

Badl>ez<zeman “Mirza, son of llusein 
Mirza, attacks Kunduz, 96. 198. 
Retreats, 96. 198. Marches against 
Khojirou Shah, 1 98. Appointed to the 
government of Balkb, 198. Expelled 
from Bulkh, 199. Hospitably r&« 
ceived by Khosrou, 199. Joins 
ji(k\a{in Beg Arghiin in Zenilmd/iwcr, 
199. 263. Matries a daughter of 
Zulndn, 269. Attempts to surprise 
the Khakan, 270. Invades (Chorasun, 
271. Makes peace, 271. Has Sistan 
and Farrah assigned to him, 271. 
Again invades Khorusan, 271. Peace 
concluded, 273. Receives B.ilkh with 
the title of Humayun Khdkani, 273. 
Appointed joint King of Kliordsiin, 
240; Coiuiuercil by Sheibani, 2J9. 
Plies to Persia, 260. Dies, 260. 

Baghban. plundered by the Argbdns, 
3.53. Submits to Shah 13cg, 364. 

Bajnzct Ildurlm, made prisoner at the 
battle of Angora, 68. 

Bajour, guNerned by an independent 
Sultan, 357. Taken by Baber, .337. 
Given to Khnriiya Kilaii, 338. Taken 
by Baber, 413._ 

Baki ChcglidnianL, brother of Khosrou 
Shah, defends Hissdr, 95. 198. Joins 
Bdber, 202. Advises him to send 
Jehanglr to Khordsdn, 209, His 
plot against Babur, 225. His ambU 
tion and intrigues, 230, Ilis resigna- 
tion, 231. Sets out for India, 2.31. 
Is put to death by Yar Husein, 
231. 

Bd&i Tcrkiidii, defeated by Sheibdni 


Khan, 132. Takes possession of 
Khozar and Karshi, 149. 

Balance of Power, 6rst idea of, 5. 

Balkb, overrun by Cheiigiz Khan, 12. 
Bestowed on Budi-cz-zenidn IVIirza, 
3 98. Besieged by Khosrou Shall, 
200. Taken by Sheibani, 238. 241, 
Besieged by the Uzbeks, 423. 458. 

Baluches, massacre of, 375. Their war 
with Shah Hasan, 382. Routed by 
Abdal-Fitdh, 384. Chastised by 
Shah Hasan, 385. IVIade prisoners 
in ^lou, 388. Defeated at Ucli, 389. 
Their inroads into Baber’s dominions, 
495. Attacked by ChiiiTaimur, 495. 

Bandeh All, his pursuit of Bdher, 1 78. 

Bdrdj Ughlan, son of Abulkhair, Khan 
of the Uzbeks, 30. Surprises the 
Moghuls under \iinis Khan, 31. Is 
defeated by Yvinis Khan, and slain, 
32. 1 33. 

Batu Khan, his government of the 
Desht-Kipchak, 25. His invasion of 
Europe, 26. 

Bayesunghar Mirza, son of Sultnii 
Alahmud Mirza, succeeds his father 
as Sultan of S;imarkaud, 92. Defeats 
the ** Elder ” Khan, near Kdnlidi, 96. 
Slaughters his prisoners, 97. Seized 
and imprisoned in the Cok>sertii> 97. 
Escapes, 98. Regains the throne, 
99. Defeated by his brotlicr, Sultau 
All, 99. Blockaded by Bdber, 101. 
Abandons Samarkand, 104. Re- 
ceived at Kunduz by Ktiosroii Shah, 
104, 199. Made King of llissilr, 142, 
200. Seized and strangled by Khos- 
rou Shah, 142. 202. * 

Bayezld (Jilm), receives a portion of 
Miilhin, 387. 

llayezid (Sheikh), brother of Tnmbol 
receives Baber at Aklisi, 174. Seizdd 
by Bubci’s followers, 177. Escapes, 
177. .loins Sheibani, 184. Baber 
suspects liis iidelity, 479. He joins 
Bubaii and Maarui\ 465. Defrayed 
!)y Chin-Taimur, 487. Driven to 
Bandelkand, 506. 

Bayeztd FertnuU ^Sheikh), succeeds his 
brother in command ol Sultan Ibra- 
him's army, 443. Submits to Baber, 
446. Beft in Oud, 450. 

Bechega Khalifa, escapes from Samar- 
kand, 1 57. 

Bcgchak, tribe of Cliagatai Moghuls, 
36. 

Behader Khan, nephew of Batu Khan, 
governs the Ak-orda, or “ White 
Horde," 26. 

Behader Shah (Sultan), King of Gujral, 
receives Ala-ed-din Lodi, 431. 
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Bch i-ed-diti (Sheikb) of Multan, me- 
diates a treat} with Shah Hasan, 391 

Beh ir, under tht Gh^iri d>ndsLN,40( 
Con^ucied b} Sckaiider J odi 40G 
lioolt ngiinst Suita i Ibiahim, 412 
Under Sultan iMuhatnined Shah 44*3 
Under the I ohanis, 49G Under 
Sultan Mihmud Uodi 497 llnee 
eompctitois for the throne IdR Oc- 
cupied b} Biber aOO file govern 
niciit bestuwc 1 on 'Nlun unincd Ze- 
m in Mii/a 500 

Bchar Khan Lodi sent with an aim} 
against Doulat Khiii, 1^8 Defeated 
b> Bibti US 

Bch ir Khan Lohuii, son of Delia 
Khan made king under the stvic of 
Sultan jMuhammed Shah, 412 443 
His death, 49r 

Bchlul Lodi raised to the throne of 

• Delhi, 10 5 IJis possessions and 
conquests 405 

Bcliltdpur, its coniminding situition, 
428 

Buuica, occupied b} Slur Khan, 498 
Vlnndoncd 10 ) 

Buigd under the Ghuii d}m<’i,} 401 
Undci Nisict Shih, 411 liiston 
of Us afTiirs, oOl Its aim} defeated 
bv Bibei, a05 Peicc concluded, 
^Oj 

Betenduk Khan, son of Oei u Khtn, 
Khan of the Kai? ik Uzbeks, 03 7" 
Attacked bv Sheibiiu, 2QG Lv- 
pellcd In K isim Kh in, S31 

Bcshkent itu ided b} bhcibini 163 

Bes ikh i] i foitie s of, 125 Fe tec of 
I ^6 

Bheker left ii chaigc. of Siltan IVIii 
h iiiiiiied Kh ni Kokiltash ''66 AI ide 
bis c ipit d bv Sh ili Be? 74 In 
piovcd and tntihed b} Shili Hasan, 
131 

Bhin o^’cm led b) BibLr,414 liken 
fium him 41 o 

Buna iin ler the lulc of Daud Kh in 
Lodi, 10^ Its suirciidei to Biber, 

452 

Bikonnij t son of Hina S4ngi ispires 
to I IS fullers tlnonc 4faS Delneis 
llantambui to B ibei 18'* Sends to 
him the cio'nii and giidle of Sultan 
'Mahmud Khilji, 48S 

Bikeimijit, 1 Ljah of Gwali ir, slain at 
Fanipat, 13S Uis firmly present a 
diamond of immense value to Hum i- 
\ un, 4 8 

Bui 11 Moulana) a poet, slam at the. 
saek of Kiishi, 324 

Birim Khm Kiramanlu the Persian 
comma idet at Balkh, sends tioops to 


Baber, 323 Defeated at Ghazh- 
dewan, 325 

Bisliigher, occupied by Baber, 114 
Bish-baligii, C i igat ii s he id quarters 
37 

Bist taken by Sultan Ilusein, 200 270 
Bhndin^ by t ic hie pencil J9 
Blood, the 'M ihammedan lin of, 209 
Blood\ low 1 (the) of Bhekci, so 
called from the murder of the Dha 
rceh i chiefs 3“3 

Bokhara tikci bs Sultan 41i Mirra, 
10* Fikcn h\ Shell) ini, 1 13 Und r 
Obeiduila Saltan, 309 laken bv 
Biber, 315 

Bosnia, overrun by the Moghuls, 13 

26 

Bostain battle of, 489 < 

Biahininical icligion, prevalent in India, 

402 

Bridge, Baber's, over the Gingcs, 486 
Buddhist religion (the), prev iTcnt in 
India duiing the Hindu i ei o 1 102 
Bulgaria, conquered by the Moghuls, 
IS 

Buiga Suit in, seizes paitot the Uzbek 
dominions on Abulkbin v doth 30 
Sui prised and slam by Sheibani 136 
Burl) in-cd-din All (Sh ikli), muter on 
Muhainmcdm J in, 83 7it>te 
Buihin cd dm Kilij (Sheikh) a saint 
of lenow n, 86 

Buij Kluim the Bloody Tower of 
Bheker 573 

Buincs, Sir A , his notice of the Iliza 
ras 221, 7if(p Ilis ‘ Tiavels J22, 
mle 111 dcsciiption of Biber & 
tomb al Kibul, 517 

C iipini, on the nord Taitar, 531 
Cbaghat ii (orJ igbatai^a race of lurks, 
fnindcd the Moghul cmpiie, 14 1 tic 
I. nncip il Uibe&of Ch igliat ii Moghuls, 
36 Division of the kbansliip into 
aioghulislan and Maneraiinihei 37 
66 

Cbaghat u Khan (son of Chengir Kh iji). 
Ins dominions 21 35 
Cl audeibhan Cholian (Ra) si in at 
the battle of Kanna 173 
Chandcri, obtaiiic 1 oy Su tin Sekandet 
I odi, 406 Originally i ndcr the 
Sultans of Malwa, Pikcn I v 

Rina Sangi, and giv«n to Mcdini 
Hao, 480 Stormed bv Babci, 4S2 
Left in charge of Abiiicd Shah 
414 

Chiudwar, tiken by the Af^h ms, 16) 
Uet ikcn by Baber, 476 
Charbagh, palace of, at 4.gia, Babei 
dies there, 517* 
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Cheghln-serdi, a district of Laghmdn, 
219 . 

Chehdr-bdgh, palace of, at Kabul, S53. 

Cheitur (now Udipdr), under Rdna 
Slngd, 460. 

Chengiz Klian, chief of the Moghuls, 
12. Ills conquests, IS. 'ihosc of 
hi»dcsccndants, 13. Dissolution of 
tlicir empire, 14 Religion ot Clicn- 
giz, IS. His plan of goveiiiment, 
10. His descent, 23. Divides his 
empire among Ins sons, 24. Com* 
position of hi& nimy, S34. 

ChicliLktu plnmlcied, 2 42. 

China, conquered by the Manchiis, 11. 
Assjgnc<l to Tull, son of Chergiz, 24. 

Chin-Tdimur Sultan, son of tlie young* 
%r * Khan, with Bdbcr at Kabul, 256 
Defeats D<iiid Khan, 443. Ills com* 
znand at the battle of Kanwj, 470 
Defats the confederate Afghans on 
the Gangeb, 487« Sent against tlie 
IBaKiclies, 495. 

Chiragh-kush, sect of ; their tenets. 
287, note, 

Chui, the battle of the, 63, 

Commentaries (the) of Haber, 522. 

Contni&li, origin of the teim, 30, note. 

Cotnish, ceicmony of, 169. 

Cossacks, Don. See Kdi7<lks. 

Customs* duties, those in Bdber’s time, 
530 

Dabdsi, fort of, taken by Sheib^m Khan, 
150 

Dalmatia, o^cium by the Moghuls, 13. 
26. 

Daud Khan Lodi, governs Biaiia, 405. 
Defeated by Cl]]n«Taimui buUan, 
433. 

Dehr, a tribe of B.duclics, then contests 
with bhah Ilasau, 382. 384 

Deklia.t,thc disti ict of, assigned to Baber, 
160. Described, 160. 

Delhi, conquered by Exbak, 401. Under 
the Khiljis, 404, Undei the Togh- 
Idks, 401. The Syeds, 404^ Undi.r 
BehliiL Lodi, 405. Under Sekander 
Lodi, 406 Gieat c\tcnt of the em- 
pire, 406. Uiitlci Jbialiiin Lodi, 407. 
Conqiicicd by Babei, 437. State of 
the kingdom when conqueted, 441 

Dera Khan (probably Dana Khan), 
matches against Shah Beg, 364. Is 
defeated, and put to death. .365. 

Dcii«l Khan, minister ot Sind, his 
letircmcnt, 360 Joins Jam Fiio/, 

361. llcplaccs him on the tliione, 

362. 

Delia Khan Lodi, rulci of Sarabhal, 
^ 05 . 


Deria Khan Loh&ni, goTemor of Beh4r, 
408. Elected king, 412. His death, 
412. 

Dervish Muhammed Terkhdn, rebels 
against Bayesanghar, 97. Is put to 
death, 99. 

Desht of Jitteh, 41, note, 

Desht Kipebak. Slc Kipcliak. 

Dhanuhas (the), their le^olt m Bhckci, 
.37i. Their chiefs put to death, 372, 
373. 

Dhfi'pur, taken by Baber, 4 18. 453. 

Diamond, of immense value, 438. 

Dibalpur, under Bchlul Lodi, 405. 
Stoimed by Baber, 418. Given to 
Ala ed-din, 420. 

Dig Ghaai, large cannon of Babei'b. 486. 

Di)a\%er Khan, son of Doulat Khan, 
joins Baber, 418. Infoims him of 
his fathei's ticachery, 419. Ap- 
pointed to SultAnp6r, 420. Honored 
\MtU the title ot Khan Klianan, ' 
420. Seized and imprisoned by his 
father, 421. Escapes, and joins the 
Afghan confederacy against Baber, 
425, Marches nith them to Delhi, 
425, Separates fiom them, and joins 
BAbei, 430. 

Dila/aks (the), expelled fiom SuAd by 
the Yusct-zais, 337. Guide l>Aber in 
hjs expedition to 13 ijour, 337. 

Ditdii AgliAcha Begum, mother of 
llindal Mhza, 526, note. 

Dirawel, besieged and taken by Shah 
Hasan, 391, 392. 

Diivan, or collection of odes, in Tuiki, 
by Baber, 521, 

Dizak, in issacrc of Moghul chic8> hi 
the castle ot, 45. 

Doa b, under the rule of Sultan Sekander, 
406. 

Dugblat, a tribe of Chag itai Moghuls, 

36 

D*Ohsson*s ** Hi&toiru des Mongols,’* 
lefeiencc to, 14, 

Dost Muhammed Khan, of MoghuU 
istciii, succeeds his fathei Isanbuglia, 
53. Ills death, 53. 

Doulat Khan, governor of Lahdr, rebels 
against Sultan Ibrahim, 412. 413. 
Attacked by Bchar Khan, 418. So- 
licits the aid ot Babci, 418. Flics 
fiom Lahur, 418. Joins Baber, 418. 
Receives the districts ot Jaliiider and 
SuUAnpur, 419. Iinpii<.oned by B.i- 
ber, 419. Has SuUaiipiir as his jaglr, 
419. Flies to the hills, 419. Invades 
the Penjab, 42i Impiisons his Kun 
Dilawor Khan, 421. Seizes Sultan- 
pur, 421. Defeats Ala cd-din, 421. 
Arranges his differences with Ala-ed- 
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din, and joins him, 424. Acknow- 
ledges him. as his sovereign, 424. 
Coliects an army to recover LahCir, 
428. Besieged in Milwat, 429. Sur- 
renders to Babur, 42i>. llies, 430, 

Doulat ICitta, arranges the flight of 
IMuh-chuclmk, 849. 

jOudu, mother of Sultan Jllal-ed-diu 
of Uehar, 497. 

Durmish Khan Shainlu, besieged by the 
Uzbeks in llcrtit, 457. Dies, 457. 

Earthquake, violent at Kabul, 229. 

Egypt, added to the Ottoman empire, 5. 

Eibdk (Sultan), succeeds jMuhmnmed 
Ghuri in lliiidustiiii, 403. 

Ekbul Khan, deserts to Shah Hasan, 
391. 

Ekhtidr-cd-dlii, castle of, jVIuhammcd 
Mumin put to death there, 2(>9. 

EUas Khan, taken and flayed alive, 474. 

Elias Khwdja Khan, son of Toghlak 
Taiinur, established in IVIdiveraiinaher, 
40. Succeeds os Khan of Mogliul- 
istdn, 41. 

Elphiiistone, the Honorable jM., re- 
tcrenco to his “History of India,** 
2. 522. To his *' Account of Cabul,** 
222, note. 

Etdwu, bestowed in jdgir on Alim 
Khan, 423. Besieged by 13dbor,448. 
Taken, 477. 

Europe, state of, in the 15th and 16th 
centuries, 2. 

Fukhr Ali, left in charge of Dadakhslidn, 
by Ilumdyun, 509. 

Earrah, goveriiniunt conferred on 
2Sulniiii, 2(74. Granted to 13adi-cx- 
zem.lii, 37 1 • 

Earsnng, a measure of length, 121, 7/o/e. 

l^atch Khan Sirwdiu, prime minister 
of Jilal Khan, 407. Deserts his 
master, 409. Submits to Buber, 450. 
Honoured with tlie title of Khan- 
Jeliun, 4.70. Joins Sultan Mahmud 
Lodi, 498. 

Fiitehpur, taken by Shah Bog, 347. 

Fazil Beg GokukUsh (Mir), wounds 
Ibti llusein Mirza, 274. Meets Shah 
Beg at Slirll ZNIustung, 343. I’roeeeds 
with Shull Beg to Tatta, 364- De- 
feats the confederated Sindians, 367. 
IMurders the Dharichaand other chiefs, 
372, His death, 375. 

Ferd.iusi, 13/tber's quotation from, 468. 

I'ergbana (now Kokdn), description of; 
79. Divided by the Sirr, or Seibun, 
79. Famous as the birthplace of 
Baber, 80. Its districts, 80. Pro- 
ductions and climate, 80. Inhabitants, 


80. Language, 81. State of society, 
62* State of learning, 83. Religious 
families, 83. Knowledge of the art 
of war, 84. Government, 85. In- 
vaded by Sultan Ahmed Mirza, 87. 
Invaded by the Moghuls, 89. In- 
vaded by Ababekcr of Kaslighar, 90. 
Recovered by Haber, 118. The Uz- 
beks expelled by Syed hluhainnied 
Mirza, .310. They again enter the 
country, 316. 

Fire-pencil, used for blinding, 99. 

Firoz (Jdm), of Sind, civil wars during 
his minority, 353. Established oil 
the throne, 360. His mUgovern- 
ment, 360. Flics from Tatta, 361. 
Replaced on the throne, 362. His 
continued misrule. 363. Flies fiom 
Tatta, 365. Concludes a treaty with 
Shah Beg, 366. His continued mis- 
conduct, S67. Driven from^ Tatta 
by Silali-ed-dln, 368. Recovers his 
throne, 369. His exultation ontShab 
Beg's death, 378. Sends a deputation 
to Shah Hasan, 379. Flics to Kach, 
380. Re-enters Sind, 380. Defeated 
and flics to Gfijrat, 382» Subsequent 
attempt to recover his throne, 381, 
note. 

Fiiflz Khan Sarang>kh&ni, sent against 
Behur Khan, 443. 446. Submits to 
Bsiber, 446. 

Firiiz-koh, fort of, taken by Huldkii 
Khan, 221, note. 

Gdkers (the), position of their territory, 
414. Defeated by Buber, 415. 

Gardening, Buber’s fondness for, 520. 

Cebrek, country of, its situation, 223. 

Gerai, Khan of the Kaizak Uzbeks, se- 
cedes from Abulkhair, 29. Succeed- 
ed by bis son Berenduk, 33. 

Germsir, Zuhifln's influence established 
there, 264, 

Ghazels, or odes, composed by Baber, 
166. 

Ghazhdewan, battle of, 325. Blirza Sc- 
kander*< account of it, 326, 7iote. 

Ghazi, title of, assumed by Baber, 474. 

Gbazi Khan, son of Doulat Klian, joins 
Baber, 418. Imprisoned, 419. Li- 
berated, 419. Flies to the hills, 419. 
Collects a powerful army, 428. His 
army breaks up, 428. He flies to 
the mountains, 429. 

GbaziicTl dynasty (the), in India, 403. 

Ghazni, kingdom of, tsikcn by Sebakte- 
gln, 16. Bestowed on Jehdiigir by 
Baber, 222. Bestowed on Nasir 
Mirza, 258. 282, Given to Khwaja 
Kilun, 445. 



INDEX. 


657 


Ghias-cd-dlii (Mir), gives up Kanda- 
har to Baber, 355. 

Ghiir, tho grtvcrnnipnt of, confeired on 
ZAlndn, i!CS. 

Gliuri (1} nasty (the), in India, 403. 

Ghuii, its suiiender to the Uzbeks, 
458. 

Gibbon, his opinion on the authenticity 
of*the “Institutes of Taimur,** 71, 
no/c. 

Gogia, il\cr, B«tber defeats the army of 
Bengal on tlie banks, 503. 

Gokaliktsli (or Kokiitash), meaning of 
the word, 00, note. 

Ook-Serai (oi Giocii Palace), at Sa- 
inaikaiid, desciiption ot^ 93. 

GoikU (the), take Jiliil Khan, and dc- 
i}i\ci him to his brothet, 410. 

Gualiar, under the Ghuti dynasty, 404. 
Submits to Sultan Sekander Lodi, 
40ff. Held by Tatar Khan Sarang- 
kh^i, 453. Suiiendcied to Baker, 
451. Blockaded by the B^jputs, 
4Gt). 

Gdjiat, under Sekander Shah, 441. 

G61badan Begum, daughter of Babei, 

525. 

Gulbcig Begum, daughter of Khalifa, 
385 

Gdlchahich Begum, daughter of Baber, 

526. 

GuUstdn, of Sheikh Sddi, quotation 
fiom, 240. • 

Gdliang Begum, daughter of Baber, 
526. 

PIahib-es-S>ar (the), historical rvork, 
531. 

Hade (Syed), mairics Baker’s sister, 
308. Slam at the battle of Merv, 
308. 

Ild-dcrwibli, wind of, 163. 

ITailiat, son of Jam Sildh-ed-din, slain 
in battle, 369- 

liaidcr Mii^o, author of the Tarlkh-e- 
Heshidi , his account of Sheibdiii, 
137. Value of his history, 192, note. 
Ills account of his fathci's conduct, 
240. A.nd of Baber's clemency, 253. 
Ills escape fiom SliLibani, 257. 290. 
Ills -visit to Khan Wirza, 289, His 
reception by Baber at Kabul, 291. 
Baber's kindness to him, 292 Assists 
in expelling the Uzbeks from Samar- 
kand, 314, His account of Babei ’s 

^ defeat at Kul-malek, 323, note. And 
at Ghazhdcwdii, 325. Sent by Sultan 
Said into Badnkhbhan, 510. Ills cha- 
racter of Baber, 521. 

Haj<iii (Miilla), the poet, his visit to 
JS^aber, 164. 


Haji Khan, son of Doulat Khan, joins 
AlA-ed-din Lodi, 425. Flics with 
AlA-cd-din. 430. 

Il.lji Vazir, defeats Jam Fiioz, 362. 

Ilak Karci Chapa, plundcis Chichektu* 
242. 

Haldi-Ghat, battle of, 505. 

Hamad (Slicikh), sliiinc of, 388. 

Jlamch (INlir), suiiciidurs to the Uz- 
beks. 458. Beeeives Baba Sheikh, 

458. Attacks and puts him to death, 

459, llevrardcd Baber, 459. 

IJamId Khan, advancLs to a<>slst Sultan 

Ibiahlm, 432. Defeated by lluma- 
jiui, 432. 

II«i«an Aighun (Shah), son of Shah 
Beg, dies horn hib lather's coiiit to 
Baber, 351. Returns home. 3 14. Sent 
his father toassi*>t Jam Fnur, 308. 
Defeats S>lah-ed-din, and places Jam 
Firor on the tin one, 369. Rctiiins 
to his father at Baghbaii, 370. Suc- 
ceeds to the tlnone of Upper Sind, 
379. Has the Khntba lead in Babei 's 
name, 379. Hcceues an embassy 
fiom Jam Fiiur, 379, Marches for 
Tatta, 37 9. KxpcHs the JAm, 380. 
Defeats the JAm, and becomes sole 
master of Sind, 381. Attempts to 
settle the couiitiy, 381. His views 
on Midhtn, 381. Visits Siwi, 385. 
Plunders the Rind and Maksi Ba- 
Uiches, 385. Mariies Mah-Chiichak 
Begum, 385. Manies Culbeig Be- 
gum, 385. Marches fiom Bhekcr, 
388. Takes Scwiai and Mou, 388. 
Advances to Uch, 389. Defeats the 
Jaingas, 389. Takes and dcstiuya 
Uch. 390. Concludes a treaty with 
Huscin Langa, 391. Rebuilds I’cli, 
391. Takes Diiawel, 392, Hetiirns 
to Bhekcr, 392. Invited to Multan, 
393. Besieges Multan, 391. Takes 
it by storm, 395, 396, nott, 456. Re- 
turns to Bhekcr, 397. Leaves Khnaja 
Shcms-ed-dUi governor of Multan, 
397. His governor expelled, 398. 
He resigns Multan to BAbcr, 398. 
DcfcMts the Kbankar, 400. Kxteut 
of Ills dominions, 400. 

Hasan Khan Leshker, makes pence be- 
tween Baber and Bengal, 505. 

Hasan Khan Mcvv'Ati (Raja), chief of 
the Sherki confederacy against Baber, 
442. 451. Dedal es fur Kana SAnga, 
463, Ills force at Kanw*a, 471. 
Slain ill the battle, 473. 

Hasan Yakub, joins Babur and is made 
mastei of the housctiold, 86. Ap- 
pointed Protector, 91. Ilis treason, 
91. Ills death, 92. 
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Hati .GakeT> defeats and slays his bro- 
ther Tdt^r, 415. Defeated by Baber, 
415. Submits to him, 415. 

Hazaras (the), descendants of a Moghul 
tribe, 14. 212. 216. 220. Sir A. 
Burnes* notice of them, 221, note. 
Reduced to order by Zulnun Beg, 
264. Sheibuni's campaign against 
them, 297. 

Hazret Moulana, informs MoulanaMu- 
hammed Kazi of Haider Mirza's 
danger, 290, note. 

Henri Quatre, compared in his boyhood 
with Baber, 162. 

Herat, the capital of Khovdsun, its mag- 
nificence, 77. Shah IsniuePs resi- 
dence there, 305. 310. Besieged by 
the Uzbeks, 45*^. Again besiegud by 
Obeid Khan, 489. The siege raised, 
490. 

JEIczebcr Alla, ** the Lion of Ood,*' a 
title conferred on Zulndn, 275. 

Hiiidal Mirza, sou of Buber, 525. Sent 
by Humdyun to Badakbshdn, 510. 
Besieged in Kila-zcfcr, 510. Ke- 
callod by Baber, 511. 

Hindu Beg, sent to relieve Snmbhal, 
447. Seizes the fort, 443. His part 
at the battle of Kanwa, 470. Present 
at Baber’s death-bed, 516. 

Hindu (the), period of the government 
of India, 402. 

llindustun, its revolutions prc\ ions to 
Bdl>erV conquest, 402, Its condition 
at that time, 442. The people hostile 
to the invaders, 442. 

Hindustani, orinlii of the language, 22. 

fllissar, or Ilis&ar Siiudmdti, held by 
Sultan Masuud Mirzd, 92. Invaded 
by Sultan Iluseln Mirza, 94. 197. 
Defended by Bdki Cheghaniani, 95. 
198. Bestowed on Bayesanghar by 
Khosrou Shah, 1 42. COO. Invaded by 
Shclbslni, 186. Besieged and taken 
by Sheibani, 203. Taken by Bdber, 
315. Defended by Baber, 323. 
Abandoned to the rebel Moghuls, 
328. Pestilence in the city, 328. 
The Moghuls expelled by the Uz. 
beks 329. 

Hissar-FIroza, taken by Ilumuyun, 432. 
Bestowed on him in jdgir, 4S2« 

Hulaku IChan, 221, note. 

lliiin^yun Khdkani, title conferred on 
Badi-cz-zeman, 273. 

Humayun Mirza, son of Baber, ap- 
pointed to Badakhshaii, 341. Joins 
Baber, 427. Defeats Hamid Khan, 
432. Takes llissar-Firozu, 432. Re- 
ceives His&ar-Piroza in jagir, 432. 
Blockades Agra, ^438. Receives a 


diamond of immense value, 438. HU 
share of Babcr*s Indian spoil, 440. 
Sent against the Sherki confederacy, 
449. Puts their army to flight, 449. 
Is joined by 1^'ateh Klian, 450. 
Take^ Juanp6r and Kalpi, 450. Is 
recalled, 451. Commands the right 
wing [at the battle of Kanwa, 470. 
Receives from his father the treasures 
of Alwar, 476. Seizes some of the 
emperor’s treasure at Delhi, 476. 
Returns to Kabul, 476. Receives 
directions to attempt Balkh and His- 
sur, 492. Marches for Samarkand, 
493. Leaves Badakhshaii, 508. 
Reaches Kabul, 510. Sends Ilindal 
Mirza to Badakhsh&n, 510# Ar- 
rives at Agra, 512. Desire to set 
him aside, 512. Sent to Sainbal, 
513. His dangerous illness, 513. His 
recover}', 514. Intrigues against liis 
succession, 514. Acknowledged by 
Baber on his death-bed os Ills suc- 
cessor, 516. ** 

Hungary overrun by the Moghuls, 13. 
26. 

Ilusein (Shah Mir), left by Ilumayiin 
in Juiinpdr, 450. 

lluscin Khan Lobani, joins the confe- 
deracy against Biiber, 442. 

Htibcin Khan Slminlu, defends Ilcrdt 
against the Afghans, 489. 

^Husein Langa, son of Sultan Kutb* 
ed-din, jtuc'cecds liis father at Multun, 
387. 

ITuscin Langa (Sultan), fton of Sultau 
Mahmbd, succeeds his father at JMul- 
tun, 391. Anarchy during his mi- 
nority, 393. His capital taken by 
storm, S95. His death, 396. 

Hu&etn IMirza Baikcra (Sultan), of 
Kborusun, conquers Kliorasan, 74. 
His power, 77. 194. Splendour of 
Ifis capital, Herat, 77- Invades 
Hissar, 94. 197. Hospitably receives 
Sultan Masaud, 142. Raises the 
siege of Hissar, 198. Returns to 
Khorusdn, 198. Revolt of his son 
Badi-cz zemdn, 199. 268. Invasion 
of Kandahar, 200. 269. Takes Bist, 
200. 270. Retreats, 200. 270. Makes 
peace with BadUez-zeman, 271. Pro- 
ceeds to Asterdbad against another 
son, 271. Again attacked by Badi- 
ez-zemdn and Zdlndn, 272. Again 
makes peace, 273. Sends one of his 
sons to invade Sistdn, 273. Honour- 
ably receives Mubammed Ilusein 
Doghlat, 236. Calls in Baber against 
Sbcihdni, 238. HJs dcatli, 339 
His character, 241. 
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Huscin Shah Sherki (Sultan), driven 
from Juinpur, 406. 

Huscin Sufi, his gallanf ilnfenre of 
Khw-araam, 237. Hxs deaths 238. 

Ibn Huscin Mirza, a son of Sultan 
Husein, invades Sistaii, 273. His 
defeat and escape, 274. 

Ibi4litm Ciiapuk, seizes Sheikh Bayezid, 
177. 

Ibrahim Jainad (INIoulana), at Multan, 
396, note, 

IbtahiTn Lodi (Sultan), succeeds to the 
throne of DcUii, 407. Consents to the 
division of the empire, 407. Mai dies 
against his brother Jilal, 409. Puts 

I him to death, 410. Wishea to humble 
i^he Afghan nobles, 4t0. Thcii re- 
volt, 411. Quelled, 411. Puts to 
death some of his Amirs, 411. They 
revolt ill Behiir, 111. His troops de- 
feaLsd by Deria Khan Lobani, 412. 
Invades the Penjah, 421. Dispersion 
ot his army, 421. Advances against 
Al«l-ed-dii3a425. Defeats the.4%hans, 
426. Advances ftom Delhi against 
Bi.bcr, 432. Defeated and slain at 
Panipat, 437. His immense army, 
439. 

Ibrihim SAru, surjirises tlie fort of 
Asfera, 93. Pardoned by Baber, 93. 
His mission to Akhsi, 116 His 
success, 117. Imprisoned by Mir 
All Dost, 127. Joins Baber near 
Samarkand, 133. Slain in battle, 133. 

Ibriium TerLhan, throws himself into 
Slura?, 1 14. Slain in battle, 153. 

Ilachi Klian, ** the Slaughtering Khan,** 
name given to Ahmed Khan, 66. 

llaks (the), occupied by 13abci, 114. 

Imam, the Seventh, the descent of Slioh 
Ismael from, 393. 

Im&m Reza, shrine of, at Meshh'd, 300, 
note. Vibited by Shah Ismael, 301. 

India, division of its history into thicc 
periods, 1. Its condition at the time 
of Baber’s invasion, SI. Reference 
to Vasco dc Gama’s passage to, 113. 
Baber’s first expedition into, S3S. 
Its early history, 402. Hindu period, 

402. First Musulman period, 40*J. 
Dynasty of Ghazni, 403. Of Gbiir, 

403. The Khiljis, 404, The Togh- 
laks, 404. Invasion of Taimur, 404. 
The Sj’eds, 404. The Lodis, 405. 
Divided state of India, 405. Con> 
quests of Sultan Belli 61 Lodi, 405 
Sultan Sekander Lodi, 406. He 
extends the limits of the empire, 407. 
Ibiahira Lodi, 407. Intended di- 

«,vision of the empire, 407. Baber 


called in, 41 3. His first Invasion, 41 S, 
His second invasion, 416. His third 
invasion, 416. His fourth invasion, 
41 8. Hi 9 fifth inv*asion, 427. Con- 
quered by Bilbcr at Panipat, 437. 
State of the countiy at the time, 441. 

Institutes of Taimur, question of their 
authenticitv*, 70, 7iote. 

Irak, the calamity of^ 53. 74. 

Ira/an Bog, of the Khiias Moghuls, 
leads 30,000 families to Samaikand, 
44. Their fate, 45. The calamity 
of Iia/an,” 45. 

lion Gate, pass of the, 304. 

Isa Khan Tuik, rules in the Doab, 405. 

I«a Terkhan (Miiza), inained to jNlah- 
chuchalc, 353. 

Tsskhall tribes plundered by Baber, 
330. 

I^nbugha Khan, called fiom Mciwernn- 
naher to be Grand Khan of the 
^logbiiK, 37, 38. His wife Satelmi^h 
Khatnn, 39. 

Isanbugha Khan, son of VTcis Khan, 
XCliau of the JVroghuls succeeds jiis 
father ns Khan of MoghuU^tAn, 44. 
Expels hiscldci biolbci, Yunis Khan, 
44. A&sas&inatcs Taimur Oighur, 46. 
Abandoned by his tribes, 46. Rc- 
cehed liy Mir S>cd Ah of Krishghnr, 
46. Ills contntion, 46. llc-esta- 
blishes hhnvelf in Mogbuli«^tAn, 47. 
Invades TAslikend, 47. Is defeated 
by Abueaid, 47. Besieges and takes 
Andc).in, 48. Believes Ka^lighar 
and defeats Yunis Khan, 51. His 
death, 53. 

Isan-Taimui Sultan, son of the young'll 
Khvn, with Bahcr at Kabul, 356. 

Ismael Koroiblii (Sheikh), of Multstn, 
sent to conciliate Shah Hasan, 393. 
Retires to Tatta, 393. 

Ismael Jilvvani, collects troops to oppose 
Baber, 410. Joins the army of the 
Afghans against Delhi, 4S5. Seeks 
shelter in the Doab, 427. 

Ismael Scfvi (Shall), King of Persia, 
founder of the Sefvi dynasty , C. Sketch 
of his ancestry, 397. His embassy 
to Shelbani, 298. Sheibaiii’s answer, 
209. His reply, 399. Marches to 
IMeshhid and Merv, 301. Defeats 
SbcibanL at the battle of Merv, 303. 
Massaci cs the gai nsoii and inhabitants 
of IMoiv, 305. AVintors jt Herat, 305. 
Sends an embassy to Babci, .308. 
Invades Maweiaiinahet, 309. Makes 
peace with the Uzbeks, and returns 
to Herat, 310. Ills convention with 
Baber, 313. Assists Baber ugamst 
the Uzbeks, 315 His bigotry as a 
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Shi i, 320. His cruel peibecution of 
the Sunnis in Khor is in, 305 821. 
327 htiids \mir Nijni Siui with 
ui arm} to issist Baber, SS3 Returns 
to Khor isan, *26 Rlccivls the sub- 
mission of Shah Bc^, 314 Impiisoiis 
bun in the tort of ZLfor, 34o Ills 
-w'lrwitli the Ortomin SitlCan, SUimj 
352 Ills (Je itb, 457 

Jidch, 1 Mtcbi, his proceedings in 
Multan, 305 

Jigdililw, InU pass of, 281 
J igiid ii, applitition of the term, 529 
J i^rnks (the), pliindcicd bj liabci, 93 
Jiiindcr, assailed to Houlat Kli in, 419 
J nn, bittle of, 491 

Jm Muhnmuicd V<kch, assists in the 
bittlc i^iinsttlu. L/btks, 3J4 
Tin 'S ifi IVlir/i, lUt li} Shetbun at 
Hli it, 300 Abat dons Uent, 301 
DlIl Ud bv the Pei nans, 

Jim Beg lOian, ot the Kai/ ik ‘L/beks, 
cc( lcIls (lom Abulkliair, 29 IXis son 
K isim 13c * Kh in, j ) 

J nil SuUm, lus hiith, 136 Ap- 

pointed b} Sheibim to the goveio- 
ment of Viidtjin, 169 Slaiiehtcis 
th< jMo^rhuh 311 Inv ides X ergh ina 
317 ills put m the battle ol Jam, 
492 

Jinuka (‘Mu) Sii«.ibuus coi\ci ation 
with 235 

^ats (.the), a question as to thtir origin, 
4J,iio(e Xhcir picdatoi} iiicinsioiis, 
383 

J unites (the) its course, 79 
Jell 111 (Sli ih) his mosque at Kabul, 518 
Jell ill ni Muza, i souiigci biotlier of 
Ilibci, 89 Cliiins Andcj tn and 

\klisi, 107 Besieges Andejan, 109 

I ikes the citv, 110 Invests Baber 
in Mi'^ghinaa, llo Joins lambol, 

117 lUliics with liim to iJikend, 

118 Deteated bv Babci 123 Bs- 

ca} es to L/ikend, 123 Mikes pcsce 
with Bibei, 126 Lscapcsfiom I im- 
bol and j tins 13 ibei, 175 Fiescnt 
at Akhsi, I7(j Appo nted to the 
gneinineiit of Ghazni 222 Revcils 
the plot of Baki, 225 1 lies fiom 

K ibiil to Bamiaii 231 Flics on the 

ppioieli of Biber, 239 "Waits on 
Bibei It Paj, 240 Ii is excessive m- 
dulgcnca in wine, and consequent 
illness 2il Ills death, 258. His 
fiiniV 2o8, note 
Jcl tUb id See A.dinapur. 

Jen at c 1 d n Kli n (, Sheikh), governoi 
of 1 ishkciid, 51 Takes "^unis Khan 
pi oner, 54 Slaiuby Abdal-kadus,55 


Jeiijiiheh (the}, induce Baber to attack 
Hiti Gakcr, 413 

Jczia, or poll tax, 530 

Jil il Khan, «>on of Alim Khan, seeks 
shelter in tlic Doali attei liis fath i s 
defeat, 427. 

Jilil Khan Lodi, made governor of 
Jtiatipur, 407 Makes 1 ateh Khan 
Siiwanihis prime minister, 407 '' De- 
clines to leturn to lus biothcr Sultan 
Jbi ilum, 408 Proclaims lumself 
king ot Tiinipur, by the st}le of 
Sultan Jilal-ed dm, 409 Attacked 
!» lus brother, 409 Diiven from lus 
kingdom, 110 Put to death, 410 

Jilal-ed dm Lodi (Sultan) See Jil il 
Khan 

Jil tl Ltl-dm Lohani (Sultan), succeeds 
to tile throne oP Behai, 497 llival 
competitois, 4D7 lakes lofuge m 
Bengal, 497 Submits to B iber, 500 
Lseipcs from the Bengal cam% 500 
Joins B iber, 505 

Jilil ccl-dm Sheiki (Sultan), a cla maut 
of the thione of Bebu, 19P Mig- 
niHeently entertains Bibei, 499 

Juuipui, conquered b> StiUin Br hlul, 
40 Lndci Sultan Sekmdei, 406 
Given to Jilil Khan, ^07 Its con- 
dition at Bibci s conquest of India, 
411 Rebellion in, 143 Taken by 
Ilumavun, 4a0 

Jigi Kh in, son oi Ckengiz, has the 
Desht ICipch ik allotted to him, 24 
Dies belbie h^s father, 24 

Juncid Bulls (Sultan), invites Sultan 
Mihmud to \ttaek Samirkand 96 
Left by Hum i} un in Ju inpur, 450 
Ills the chief direction in the cist, 
491 Advances towards Khciid, 495. 
Joins Bober on ilie Gogia, 503 

Kabidian, occupied by Humayun, 
4^3 

Kabul, St ite of the kingdom nf, it Sultan 
Abusaids death, SI 4 Factions it 
court, 215 Tikcn by Mubammed 
Mokim, 216 274 Suiiendeied to 
Baber, SI 6 274 Latent of the king- 
dom at this period 217 Adjacent 
tubes, 2 JO Diveisitv of inhibitmts 
and languages, 220 222 Clim*ite 
and pioducUons, 222 \ lolent caith- 

quake, 229 Given by B iber in 
chaige ot Muhammed IIu«cin Dogli- 
lit, 247 Gallant defence of the 
fortress agiinst Khan Muzas party, 
250 B iber s 1 etui n to, 25] 1 amine, 

258 276 The government left with 
Abdal ilizak, 280 Given to Nazir 
Muza, 319 The government re- 
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assigned by him to Buber, 334. Baber's 
account of its delightful climate, 5I8« 
Baber is inteiTed there, 51 

iCubiil, an ancestor of Chcngiz Khan, 70. 

Kach, pillaged by the Arghiiiis, 400. 

Kaferi&tun, its position, 2lJl. 

Kalian, plundered by the Arghuns, 35S. 

Kaizul^-Uzbeks, not identical M’lth the 
l^on or other Russian Cossacks. 09, 
note. Their origin, 30. 331. lliey 
become formidable, 31. Become the 
ruling power in the Kustern Kipchak, 
33. Their quarrel with the Moghuls, 
64. They defeat the “ elder ” Khan, 
64. Sheibani's un&ucceb->lui oatn- 
paign. agatu-:.t them, Tludr 

ravages in the Desht- Kipchak, 331. 

KajttU, an ancestor of Tsilmur, 70. 

Kalendar, name given to Baber from his 
liberality to holy men, 440. 

Kalimaks, or Kalmuks (the), their in* 
vasioif'of the country of tlie Uzbeks, 
30, n^£e. Their position to the south- 
east of the Moghuls, 36. They defeat 
'Yunis Khan, 31. 54. lleturn to their 
own coutitry, 5.». Defeated by the 
younger *’ Khan, 66. 

KaliCin, fort of. See Nirelitu. ' 

Kaltnuks. Sec Kaliniuks. 

Kalpij plundered, 410. Taken by IIu- 
mdyun, 451. 

KaiTii)cr Ail, leaves Baber's camp at 
Suar^si, 123. Makes peace between 
Baber and Jelifuiglr, 12.5. Proceeds 
to defend Yar-Ailuk, 144. Flics from 
the battle on the Kohik, 1 53. Ac- 
companies Baber from Samarkand, 
158. Conspires against Tainbol, 165. 
Proposes terms of peace on the part 
of 'Jambol, 176. Sent awSCy from 
Briber's camp, 210. 

Kainber Ali Kocliin (Amir), son of 
Kusim Bqg, quells a rebellion against 
Baber, 335. Attends Buber's death- 
bed, 516. 

Kamber-Bi, of Merv, appointed by 
Sbeibani, governor of Kundus, 226. 
Attacks Budaklishaii, 226. Is beaten 
buck, 226. Buoiegud in Kunduz by 
Khosrou Shah, 227. Whom he de- 
feats and puts to death, 228. Advices 
Sheibuni to delay the battle at Merv, 
304. 

Kainpila, under llnja Pertab Sing, 405. 

Kiimran IVIiiza, son of Bsiber, 525. Lct\ 
charge of Kabul and Kandalnir. 
427. 

Kanireddiii, ^brother of Y6hiji, claims 
llie olHce of L'lus-bcgi, 40. Assassi- 
nates Elias Khwaja Khan,41. Usurps 
the ^throne of the Moghuls, 41. De- 

voi;. r. o 


feated and expelled by Mir Taimur, 
42. Ills death, 42. 

K4inruda Bdbcr passes through the 
valley of the, 143, 

Kanduj. abandoned by Baber’s troops to 
the Afgiians, 460. 477. 'Jhe govern- 
ment given to Muhammed Sultan 
477. Evacuated by Buber's 
trnops, 4S.>. 

K.inb<u, battle of, 96. 

Kaiulahdr, under the government of 
2Iulndii Beg. 215. 220. 266, Invaded 
hy Bitbor, 229. Its uflairs on iiul- 
iiutfs death, 261. Its unheulllty oil- 
mate, 266. Nature of the country, 
263. Invaded by Sultan Iliiscin, 

269. Taken by Buber, 27B. Bo- 
stovved on N.isir 279. Be- 
sieged aud taken by Sbelbaiii, 279. 

2B1. Restored to the Argh6ns2S2. 
Invaded by Balder, 352. lie accepts 
terms cf peace with Shah Beg, and 
retires, 353. Again invaded by Bdbcr, 
3.74. Up bc-ieges the town, 355. 

The tower and kingdom surrendered 
to Bdbor, P55. 

Kandar, fort of, taken by liana Singa, 
4J8. 

Kanwa, battle of, 470 — 473. 

Kar Kitin, besieges Bulkh, 4/jH. 

K«1rui;Inir-Neviitn,or NAian, minister of 
Chengiz, 37. And of Chagatui Khan, 
71. 

Karakorutn, tlie residence of the Grand 
Khan, 25. 

Karakhl, district cf. seized by a force 
f)om Merv, 149. Taken by Sheibaiii, 
150. 

Kaishi, district of, taken possession of 
by Bukt Terkhun, 3 49. Sacked by 
Amir Nijm Suul, .324. 

Kdsdn, the khansiiip of, formed, 27. 

Kasan, district and town of Ferghstim, 
60. Delivered up to Sultan Mahmud 
Khan, 89. Hccovuied by Bsiber, J IS. 
Besieged by the Khnn'b son, who re- 
treats, 121. Taken hy the Uzbeks, 
317. 

KushghiT. description of, 35. Its iii- 
liahitants, ,hG. Overrun hy Taimur, 
41. Taken bv Mir Sjed Ali, 46. 
Besieged by Yunis Klian, 51, Who 
is detCfited, 52. Guvcincd hy Mii- 
hainmed Jlaidcr Mirzu Dughlat, 56. 
Seized by his neidicw Ababekcr, 57. 
58.77. Ahabeker expelled, 332. Uhe 
prevpt^rous rule of Said Khan, 332. 
UUt of the Ainiis of, 539- 

Kdsim (Mir), sent with the expedilion 
against the Baldches, 384. 

Kasim Beg Khan, Khan of the Katz^ks, 
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son of Jam Btg, extends his power o\ er 
tlie Desht, 33. Ills iinrnense arn]>» 
S3 DLr<Lats SliLLbaiu^ 296 Called 
in by KittUi His gie'it 

powci, S”1 Pluiideis the connrr>, 
and withdi *iw s, 331 \ isitcd by Sult^ 

Said, JS2 

Kisiin Beg Kochiiii Bibei's prime 
inniistei, 112 llis mission to Tish- 
>cnd, 112 Sent to riii»e Fcrgbtnn, 
IIG Defeated b\ the j\Ion-huls, 120 
Dismissed by Alir VIi Dost, 127 
Detached to suipiise Hubit>Khn ij-s, 
14-1 I ails 114 Ills succ< ssful sail} 
from Siniaika id, 1 jG Accomp mt*.& 
Baber in his ilight, 1 38 Proceeds to 
IIissLi, 163 Acconip imes Baber 
fiom Khot IS in to Kabul, 243 His 
S'igicit>, 279 jII 

Kisiin (jokultash, married to M th 
cliuthak, SiS Maimer of his duith» 
3>1 

Kasim IIiiSLin Suit in, his position at 
the b iltlc of Kanw a, 170 
Kisim S'lmbliaU, besieged by Baban 
.7th> ini, 417 Ueheicd by Hindu 
Beg 417 Dcpuvtd ot tho fort of 
Sambhal, 413 

Kattor, county of, its situation, 222. 
Kaurcliik, <3iand Khan ot Kipchik, 27 
Kfi/an Khiii, of Peisii, 2T 
Kazin Sultan Khan, Khan of M iweran-> 
mhcJ, Ins cneigetic reign, 67 Is 
slain in b ittle, 67 540 
Kizi (Khn ija) See Kh'W'ija *Moul ina 
K 1/1 

Kazi K 17, intercedes w ith Shah Beg 
to stop the pilla/c of 1 itta, 365 Sent 
b} Sliah Deg s an eii\oy to the con« 
fedciatcd Sindis, 367 Becomes a 
councclloi of Sh di 369 Ad- 

uses the slaughter of the Dhanclia 
ind othci eh eis, 372 Betrays Jim 
Tiioz, 370 

Kepek Suit in UghHn, ♦■on of Dost 
Muliammed Khan, 53 Ills murder, 
53 

Kcsel bish, the Persnna so named, 
oiigin ot the name, 320 
Keshtud, destroyed and depopulated Ly 
the Uzbeks, 144 
Khadija Begum, 251 
Kh iiber-pass, Baber’s passage through, 
221 

Khikin, title of the Grand Khans 2> 
Kh ik 1 1 (the) See Huscin Muza Bai- 
kcia 

Khak in c Man nr title 283, note 
Khalifi See Niziin cd dm 
KliaUfs of Bagdad, their lurki mci- 
cen 11 ICS 1 > 


Khalil, brother of lambol, taken pri- 
soner, 122 Seizes Ush, ISO. Slam 
in battle, 1 52 

Khalil Khan son of the ** lounger*’ 
Khan, Ins wai against hkS unde 
Milimud, 191 

Khamsch Sultan, leaies Biber’s service 
for Sheibani’s, 145 Defeats I^osrou 
Shah it Kundur, 227 Marehes 
ogiinst Biber, 307 309 Occupies 
Pul-Sangm 312 Defeated by Babei , 
314 Ills death, 315 
Kbans, Gland, of MoghuUstan, tlieir 
iaIJ, 25 

Khan Jeh in, title of, 450, note Con- 
tened upon Fateh Khan, 450 
Khan Jeb lu Bctudeli, attempts *to drive 
the '\Iusulmans tioin Guilin, 4JQ 
Kbati Jell in Dodi, his advice to Sultan 
Ibi ihim, 407 

Kh m Khan m, title of, 420 450, notes 
CoTifcried upon Dilmcr Kltun, 420 
Khan Mii/a See Weis Mnza 
Khmd(*Mir), author of the Iiozot-e&> 
befa, 531 

Khai kar(thc), defeated by Shall Ha«>an, 
399 

Kh mz idehBegum B ibot ^sister,Tnarues 
Sheib ini, Ia7 Duinced,and minted 
to S\ed Hide, SOS Sent to Baber 
by Shah IsmieJ, 308 Resides at 
K ibnl, 303 

Klie jcl, tliL aiiny of, that of Bengal so 
called 502 

Klnlp djnisty (the), m India, 404 
Khiris, a tribe of Lhigliatai Aloghiils, 

Kliiiilji Afghins (the), plundered by 
B ibc) 339, note 

Kbiztr* Khu ya, Khan of JVIoghulistaji, 
42, 43, notes 

Khizer khail Afghans (tbc), plundered 
B ibei, 339, nofe 

Khod Lidad ( Amu), son of Yulaji, nomi- 
nated Ulus begi, 40 Raises Khirir 
Kh» 5ja to the Khonsbip, 42 Re- 
tains the goserument as Ulus-begi, 
43 Calls 111 Ulugh Btg Muza against 
W eis Kl an, 44 

KhojLncI, distiict of Feighana, 80 
Tikcn by Sultan 4hmed, 8*^ Rt- 
co\eied by Baber, 93 
Kholaset al- Vkhbai (Mil), 531 
Khorasin, conquered by Shah Ismael 
of Pcisia, 6 Rasagtd by Chcngiz 
Khan, 12 Conquered bv Paiv^ui, 
17 Conquered by Sultan ilusem 
Mirra 74 77 Its alTuis on hs 

death, >40 Two joint kings ap- 
oointcd, J 10 Splendour of its c pilil 
ileiit, 241 Sbeibinis iiuaeion md 
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conquest, Q5S^^260, Invaded by 
Badi>e7.-zeTnan» S7I. Overrun by 
Sbah ismueJ, SOI. Ravafred by the 
Uzbeks. 326. Invaded by the Uzbeks 
under Obeid Khan, 436. 489. Re- 
lieved by the Persians, 490. 

Kliosroii Gokuldash, appointed by Rdber 
to I^Lulkoti 420. Ilis part at the 
battle of Kainva, 470. 

Khosrou Sbab, minister of Samarkand, 

^ 92, 1 96. Sent to Sultan Masadd at 
HLssdr, 9S. Oeiends Kuncluz against 
B.idi-ez-zcinun, 96. 1 98. Makes him- 
self independent at Kunduz, 104. 197. 
Receives Bayesangbar, 104. Ilis early 
life, 196. IJospitably receives Badi- 
cz-zeiTian, 199. Seizes IJissiir, 142. 
S90. Blinds Sultan Masadd, 142.201. 
Makes Bayesniighar king of lii&sar, 
1 42. 201 . Causes him to be strangle<l, 
1 42. 202. Ilis power and character, 
202. *l{c quits Kunduz on the ap- 
proaq^i of Mahmud Sultan. 204. 
Submits to Baber, 208. Is deserted 
by Ilis followers, 208. Sets out for 
Khordsan, 208. Returns to Kahmord, 
214. 226. IVoceeds to Herat, 226. 
Attempts to regain Kunduz, 226. 
Attaches himself to Nusir Mirza, who 
shakes him off* 227. Besieges Ktin- 
duz, 227. Is taken prisoner and be- 
headed, 228, 

Khozar, district of, taken by Bdkl 
Terkhiin, 149. Taken by Buber and 
the Persians, S24. 

Khozars (the), plains of, added to the 
dominions of Chengiz Khun, 1 3. 

Khuban, battle of, 123. 

Khurram, son of Sheibuni Kluin, 158, 
note, 

Khutba(the), uncertainty whose name 
it was read in Muwcrannalicr, 321, 
note, 

Khutidn, government of, bestowed on 
IVali, 200. 

Khwujika Khwdja, protects Bayesan- 
ghar, 98. Ilis rivalry with his brother 
Kbwaija Yahia, 131. 

Khwarazm, ravaged by Chengiz Khan, 
12. Conquered by 'i'aiinur, 17. Be- 
sieged by Slieibani, 2.37. Gallantly 
defended by Iliisein Siifi, 2.37. Titkeii 
by Slieibani, 238. Ceded by the Uz- 
beks to Shah Ismael, 310. 

Kila Baki, plundered by Jchiingn*, 232. 

K^Ki-niir, as'.igned by Bsiber to Mu- 
liamnicd Ali T.ijik, 4'JO. 

Kila-zofer, ^istle of, origin of its name, 
289, 7iote. Made the capital of B.i- 
dakhhhsin, 289. The environs laid 
waste by Sultan Said, 310. 


Kilan (Amir Kbwdja), made governor 
of Rajour, 338. .Inius Bdber, 427. 
Sketch of his life and character, 444. 
Made governor of Ghnzni, 445. Ba- 
ber's letter to him, 493, 

Kildt, fort of, taken and abandoned by 
Baber, 229. 

Kipchak (Desht), assigned to Juji Khan, 
24, 25. Its extent, 24. Tlie Missnl- 
inan faith introduced there, 26. Civil 
wars and anarchy, 27. T«innur*s in- 
vasion, 27. The Gland IChan&bipof. 
claimed by three Khans, 27. lllxo 
of separate Khnn&hips, 27. Destruc- 
tion of their power by the Rus^sians, 
28. Political state of the, about the 
time of Baber's biith, 33. The hiii- 
guiige, 34. Overrun by the Kuizaks, 
331. 

Kitin Kara Sultan, 493. 

Kitleh Beg, appointed to Scirum, 319. 
Besieged by the Uzbeks, 330. Calls 
in the Kalruks, 330. Rehcl.s against 
Buber, 3.35. Defeated, 335. 

Kochj]i,or Konchi.a tribe of C'haghaldi 
Moghuls, 36. 

Koel taken by the Afghans, 4 69. Re- 
taken by Buber, 47 J. 

KohUtan, or highlands of ^ Kabul, de- 
scribed, 218. ' 

KukiltasI). See Golvnldash. 

Korkiln, a title, its meaning. 90, note, 

Krim, formation of the KUaushlp of, 
28. 

Kuch Beg, bis valour at the siege of 
S.iinarkimd, 155. 

Kuchiim Kiiaii, son of Ahiilhhair. 
eUcted supreme Khan of the Uzbeks, 
309. Invades Ferghana, .3 i 7. Ds.- 
A’iitccl by the Pcr&ians at the battle 
of .Tam, *492. 

Kul-malek, buttle of, 322. 

Kill Kazor, rebels against Dilber, S.34. 

Kuli Goknlctbli (Mirza), nccompanles 
Buber in his flight from Akhsi, 
178, 

ICumans (the), plains of the, added to 
the Moghul domiiiions, 1.3. 

Kunduz, defended against Badi-ez-ze- 
man by Khosrou, 96, lOS. Held 
jiidcpcndently by Xliu&^rou, 104. 
Taken by jMahniud Sultan, 204. 
Given by Slieibdiii to KninlKr>Bi,226. 
Besieged by Khosroti, 227. 

Kui'cn ( Sheikh}, jolii^ Baber, 446. Sent 
against Gualiar, 4 53. 

Kutb Khan, of Ktdvva, joins the con- 
federacy agaln*>t Baber, 442. 

K6tb Khan entrusted vvUh the fort of 
iVIongcir, 502. 

Kutb KEian Afghan, In possession of 

2 
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Raberl and its dependencies under 
the house of Lodh 4U5. Surrenders 
it to Buber, 447, 

Kutb-cd-dln (Sultnn)» Hal Slpcbra, 
seizes the throne of Multan, 3H7. His 
death, 387. 

Kutluk-Nigur Kliunum, daughter of 
Yuiiis Khan, married to Sultan Umer- 
sheikh, S4. 74. 31otIier of Baber, 
76. 78. Joins Baber at K.hojend 
112. Accompanies him hi his digfit 
from Samarkand, 157. 'With Baber 
at Tiishkend, 163. Accompanies him 
in his expedition to Kabul, 195. 208. 
213. Her death, 237, 

Xiaghmdn. See Lanighan. 

Lahiir, under the house of Ghazni, 403. 
Under Behidl Lodi, 405. Taken by 
Bdhcr,418. Assigned to jNllr AbdaL 
azlz, 420. 

Laknuu, under Sukander Lodi, 406. 
Occu))ied by IVIolek Baban, 477* 
Besto\vcd by Buber on IVIuhummed 
Sultan Mirzn, 477. Abandoned by 
his troops, 482. 

Lainghdn, or Lughindn, district of Ka** 
bul, description of, 218. Bestotred 
on Kdsir JViiiza, 322. 

Lamp extinguishers. Soc Chlrdgh- 
kusli. 

Landed property in India, in Bdber*s 
reign, 529. 

I,angas, tribe of, govern Multdn, 387* 
Defeated by Sholi Ilasnn, 389. 

Longer Khan, or Lcslikor Khan, 391. 
Invites Sliali Hasan to Multdn, 393. 
Associated with Shems-cd-dUi in the 
government, 397. Leaves Multan, 
398. Sent by Baber to Multan with 
his son Askeri, 398. Aflerwards no- 
minated to the government of Kabul, 
398. 

Language, that of the Ottoman domi- 
nions, 20. Of the tribes of KipeUak, 
34. Of the kingdom of Kabul, 220. 

Lesliker Khan. See Langcr Khan. 

Letters, men of, in Baber's reign, 530. 

Lodi dynasty (the), in India, 405. Sub. 
verted by Bdber at the battle of Pa- 
nipat, 437. 

Lohger, a district of Kabul, 219. 

Lovers’ cave (the), near Samarkand, 
ambush of, 101. Cscalade of a fort 
near, 147. 

Maariif Fermuli, revolts against Sultan 
JbrMiim, 412. 443. Leads the Sherki 
confederates, 449. 

Maa«6ma Siiltflii Begum, daughter of 
Baber, 5 ’5. 


Maasuma Sultdn Begum, wife of Buber, 
526, note. 

Machi, razed to the ground, 370. 

Machis (the), their predatory habits, 

383. 

Maham Begum, wife of Bdber, 526, 
note. 

Mtth-chuchak Begum, niece of Shah 
Beg, married to Kasim Gbkultdsh, 
348. Plan for her escape from Kk- 
biil, S4D. It succeeds, 350. Benches 
Kandahar, 351. Her second and third 
marriaues, 352. 

Mali d dm Bilal, 367. 

Mahib A)i, son of Nizain-cd-dln AH, 
metrics Nahid, daughter of Mdh- 
chuchak, 352. 

Mahmdd (Sultan), of Ghazni, sc.i of 
Sebektigin, his conquest of India, 
16. 439. His conquest of Multan, 
386. 

Mahmud Khan (Sultan), son of Syurg- 
hatmish, defeats Bigazet Ildnrim at 
Angora, 68. 

Mahmud Khan (SuUanJ, “The Elder 
Khdn ”, son of Yunis Khan, sent 
against his brother Sultan Ahm^, 62. 
Succeeds as Grand Khan, 62, De- 
feats the Sultan of Ferghdnn, 63, 
And of Samarkand, 63, 1 36. Makea 
Sheibdni governor of Tdrkistan, 63. 
Decline of his power, 6.5. Seizes Ura- 
tlppa, 90. Bestows it on Muhammed 
Iliiscin Mlrzn, 90. Visited by Baber, 
93. Defeated near Kanbsii by Baye- 
sangliar, 96. Assists Baber with a 
small reinforcement, 113. Assists 
Tdmbol ogainst Baber, 124. Assists 
Weis Mirza with troops, 129. Visited 
by Baber at Tashkend, 160 l Be- 
stows Uratippa on him, 160. Meets 
his brother, 169. Their proposed 
arrangement, 173. They besiege 
Andejan, 174. They abandon the 
siege, 175. Made prisoner by Shei- 
bdni, 184. Released, 185. Retires 
into MoghuHstan, 186. Seized at 
Khojend, and put to deaths with five 
sons, by Sheibani, 192. 

IVIahmdd Khan Bhekeri (.Sultan), son of 
Mir Ftizil, placed in charge of Bhckcr, 
371. His cruel disposition, 373. Af- 
terwards mounts the throne of Bhoker, 

384. His gallantry at Sewiai, 388. 
Assists in defeating the Khankar, 
400. 

Mahtndd Kban .Telidn Khan, joins the 
Afghdn chiefs against Sultan Ibrahim, 
425. Joins Ibrdlalm, 427. 

Mahmfid Khan Kokiitdsli (Sultnn), sun 
of Mir Fk/il, left in charge of BIteker, 
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3C6. His government, 371. Pre> 
sented to Shnh Beg, 372. 

Mahindd Khan Lohani, submits to 
Baber, dOO. 

]VIahm'6d Kiiiiji ( Sultan^, of Malwa, 
receives Jiliil Khan, 410. Defeated 
by Rdna S/inga, 461. 481. He* 
stored to the throne of Malwa, 480. 
His orOwn and girdle given to Bdbor, 
488. 

Mahmud Danga (Sultan), grandson of 
Sultan Kutb-cd'din, his accession to 
the throne of Multan, 387. Defeated 
by his ministers, 387. Division of 
bis kingdom, 387. Haises au army 
to oppose Shah Hasan, 390. Ills 
death* 390. 

Mabmud Lodi (Sultan). Design to 
raise him to the throne of Delhi, 442. 
Acknowledged by Hdna Sanga, 451. 
462. His force against Baber at 
Kan^, 471. Flics to Giijrat, 474. 
Cro\vned in Bchar, 496,497. Hapid 
increase of his power, 498. His com- 
petitors for the throue, 499. He- 
treats on Baber's approach, 499. 
Takes refuge with the array of Ben- 
gal, 500. 

Mahmdd Matin Khan, brings an army 
of Satnmas against Shah Bug, 364. 

Mahindd Mirza (Sultan^, son of Abn- 
sald, sovereign of IlissHr. His do- 
minions, 74. Succeeds his brother in 
Samarkand and Bokhara, 89, In- 
trigues to depose Buber, 9l< His 
death and character, 92. 

Mahmud Sultan, brother of Sheibaui 
Khan, sent against Seiram, 138, De- 
feated and pardoned, 139. Sent 
against Kunduz, 204. Occupies 
Kunduz, 204. His death, 204. 

Malitcr Snmbal. Sec Sambal. 

Maldhida, a sect of heretics, 287, note, 

Malek-shah Maiisiir, Yusefzai, marriage 
of his daughter with Baber, 338. 

Malik Baban JiUrani. Sec Baban Jil- 
svani. 

Maluke Tewtttf, or government of 
tribes, 405. 

Malwa, under the Gliuri dynasty, 404. 
Under Sultan Mahmud, 441. Power 
of Rdna Sanga, 441. 

Mamelukes, their origin, 17. Usurp 
the government of Egypt, 17. Cir- 
cassian Mamelukes, 18. Subdued by 
^hc Ottoman Turks, 18. Hevlval of 
the IMamelukcs, 18. Tlieir final de- 
struction^ by Muhammed Ali Pasha, 
IS. 

Man (Raja), of Gualiar, receives Jilal 
KlAn, 410. 


Manehds (the), a race of Tartars, 9. 
Their conquest of China, 11. 

Miindrdur, a division of Lamghdn, 219. 

Mangii-Taimur Khan, bestows the Ak 
Ordo on Behader, 26, 

Mduik Vazlr, opposes Shah Has.in in 
dossing the Indus, 379. Slain, 380. 

Manikchand Cholian, slain at the battle 
of Kanwa, 474, 

Mar.janlls, used in sieges, 317. 

Mankat Rdi (Rsga), attempts to expel 
the Musuhnans from Gualiar, 453. 

I^Ianselik, mother of Toghlak Taimur, 
39. 

Mansur Khan, son of Sultan Ahmed 
Khun, Khan of the Moghuls, 191. 

Marghiiidn (or JMargliildii), district of 
Ferghana, 80. Town taken by Sultan 
Ahmed, 87. Delivered to Bdber, 

1 16. Invested by Uzun Hassan, 116. 
Siege raised, 117. Declares for Baber, 
171. 

Marze-Viba (the), disease ui Kandahdr, 
266, note. 

Masdud IVIirza (Sultan), son of Sultan 
^lahmud Mirza, placed in Hissdr, 92. 
Flics to his brother at Samarkand, 
95. Returns to Hissdr, 100. In- 
vades Samarkand, 100. Driven from 
Hissdr by Khosrou, 142. 200. 

Escapes to Herdt, 142. 200. Marries 
daughter of Sultan Kusein, 200. Ue- 
turn.s to Khosrou, 142. 200. Blinded* 
143. 201. 

Ma^ikha, territory of, 52. Conferred on 
Ydiiis Klian, 52. Baber's sojourn 

* there, 164, 

Masson's “ Travels/' notice of, 222, note. ^ 

M.stchlockv, used by Bdber at Bigour, 
.3.37, 

I^Idtiia (now Mlr-piir), ravaged by the 
Baluchcs, 382. 

Mdwerannaher, or Transoxiana, over- 
run by Cliengiz Khan, 12. Con- 
quered by Taimur, 17. 67. The 
Khansliip of, 38. Separated from 
Moghiillstun, 66. Its extent, 66. 

Titular Khans, 67. Extinction of the 
Klianship, G8. Becomes the portion 
of Sliahrukh Mirza, 72. Overrun by 
Sheibuni, 139. The Czbcks expelled 
from, .316. 318. State of the coun- 
try, 349. Religious zeal of the in- 
habitants, 320. Uecovered by the 
Uzbeks, 326. List of the Cbaghatdi 
KhunH 540. 

Mnzid 'Wnjkeh (Mir), rebels against 
Bdber, .334. 

Medina Kno, chief of Chdnddri, joins 
lldna Sanga, 471. His power, 480. 
His history, 480. Besieged by Baber, 
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481. Slain at the capture of Chfin- 
deri, 483} note. 

JMelidi Khwsija (Sycd), defeats Daud 
Khan}4S3. His part nt the battle of 
Fanipat, 436. Scut with Huinayun 
BG^niiist the Sherki confederates, 449, 
Threatened by liana Sanga, 4G3. 
Joins Baber, 464. Ills part in the 
battle of Kanwn, 470. IVJarricd to 
a daughter of Baber’s, 514. 526. 
Intrigue for placing him on the throne 
of Iliiidiistitn, 514. His arrogance, 
515. His fall, 51 6. 

Mehdl Sultan, leaves I'uber’s service for 
Sheibilni's 145. Attacked by Buber, 
307. Holds Cheghuiiian, 309. De- 
feated and taken prisoner, 315. Put 
tu dentil, 315. 

JMvhr, riivagcd by the Baliiclics, 382. 

Mehr-nigar ICluuiiiTn, daughter of Yi'iiiis 
Xlian, married to Sultan Ahmed 
IMiira, 2-18. Married to Shclbuni 
K.han, 157. 248. Divorced, 158. 248. 
Accompanies Shah Begum to Herat, 
237. Her residoncu at Kslbul, 248. 
Baber's reception of her, 253- Ac- 
companies Shall Begiun to Badakli- 
slidn, 287. Her death, 2S8. 

MehruH, under the rule of Ahmed 
Khan Muw^ti, 405. 

jMorv, taken by Shah Beg, 27.3. Battle 
otj 303. Taken by Obeid Khan, 
457. 

Meshhid, taken by Obcid Kliaii, 4J7. 
489. 

Mevvut, under Ahmed Khan, 405, Ra- 
v.-igecl by B:iber, 4G6. Reduced by 

^ Baber, 475. 

IMhinkal, submits to Baber, 149. 

Mihvat, besieged and taken by Buber, 
429. 

INlingclik Gokulbi.sh, her escape from 
Samarkand, 157. 

Mir, application of t!ie title, 87, note. 

Milan Shah (j\nrza), son of Tainiur, 
his slmrc of 'laimur’s dominions, 72. 
Falls in battle, 72. 

Miruii Shah Mh’za, 'son of Ulugh Beg, 
flies to Khosrou Sliu[]}201, lleccives 
Resistance from him, 201, Ills end 
tincerCciin, 21.4. 

ISlirpur. See Matila. 

IVIlrza, applieatton of the title, 87, noie. 

Mivza Khan, son of Sultan Mahmud 
Jllirza, accomp.anies Baber in his 
expedition to Kabul, 195. Demands 
the death of Khosrou, 309. 

Miskiii Terkhdn, leads an army into 
IMtiUan, 393. I^Iarries a sister of 
Sultan Ilusein, 396. 

Mobdrek Shah, acknowledges Nasir 


Mirza, King of Badakhshdn, 223, 
Kxpcls him, 229. Defeats the Ar- 
gliuns, 342. 

Moghul, or Mongol, grand race of* 
Tartars, 9. 11. Their conquests 
under Chengiz Khan, 12. Their 
excessive cruelty, 13. Their dissolu^ 
tion as one grand empire, 14. Their 
religion ,18.61. Their principal tribes 
in the Chaghatdl desert, 36. Division 
of the tribes on the death of Kllas 
Khwdja, 41. Separation of the tribes 
on the murder of Taimur Oighur, 46. 
Reunited under Isan-bugha, 47. Re- 
%'olt of those in the service of Bdbcr, 
120. They join Tdmbol, 120. Un- 
der the elder and younger *Khanv, 
defeated by Sheibani Khan, 'i84. 
Discontent of the chiefs in the service 
of Baber, 283. Their conspiracy, 
284. Their defeat, 286. Those in 
Slieibdnl's service desert the Uzbeks, 
305. Their slaughter in Ferghana, 
311. Their treachery to Baher, 311, 
Their** conspiracy against him, 327. 
Obtain possession of Hissar, 328. 
Defeated by the Uzbeks, and cx« 
polled from lliss&r, 329. Their 
rebellion iu Ghazni, 334. Quelled, 
335. Their part in the battle of 
Knnwa, 470. They form the Tul- 
Gghma, 470. 

Mogimlistan, definition of, 36. Khan- 
ship oi\ 38. Inruded hy Ulugh Deg, 
44. Abandoned by the tribes, 46. 
Its conquest by Taimur, 72. Bist of 
the Khans of, 537. 

Mohib .41i Khan Khalifa, son of 
Khwaja Khalifa, married to Nahid 
BeguTTi, 385. Scut to support Mir 
Abdal-aziz, 465. 

Mohib AU Korchi, assists in the de- 
fence of Kabul, 250. 

Mobib Terkhan, his cruelty at Multan, 
395. 

Mokiiu Arghun. See Muliammed 
Mokim. 

Money of account, Bsiber’s, .543 — 545. 

Mongeir, taken by Nasrat Shah, 502. 

Mongols. See Moghuls. 

Moravia, overrun by the Moghuls, IS. 

Moscow, taken by the Tartars, under 
Batu Khan, 26. 

Mou, taken by Shah Hasan, 388. 

Mouluna ICuzi (Khwdja), called also 
Mouldna Muhammed Sadr, Sheik^- 
ul-Islam, invites Baber into Ande- 
jun, 86, and note. Attempts in- 
effectually to make peace between 
Bdber and Sultan Ahmed, 88* In- 
tercedes for the life of IbrahlmeSaru, 
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93. Sent to Uzim Khan at Andejdn, 
107. Assists m defence of Ande]^n, 
100. Ij» put to death. 111. Baber’s 
character of him, 1 1 1 

IVlozcfTcr Ilu'tSLin Mtiza, appointed 
joint King of Kliora^aii} 240 Con- 
quered by bheibani, 239 . His death, 
200 

Mo/o)Ter Shah, of Gxiji.it, leccUcs Jam 
Silah-ed-diii, 3S0 A&sists him to 
gam the throne of Sind, 361. Assists 
him against Shah Beg, 3Gb. Hc- 
ceises Alim Khin, 423. Kestoies 
Sultan Mahmud to the tin one of 
Malira, 480. 

Muhamnied (Mir), conspiies against 
Baber, 327 

IVX^hammed All Jengieng, suppoits Mir 
Abdal-ariz, 465. Ills part in the 
battle of Kanxva, 470. bent against 
the Shciki Afghans, 470. 

MuhavCimed AU Pasha, his destruction 
of the IVIameUtkos in Egypt, IS 

Muhahimed AU Tajik, appointed by 
Baber to Kila-nur, 420. 

Muhammed Beg, son of ZGlndn. de- 
feated by the Sindians and slam, 
342. 

Muhammed BerenduK. Birlis, minister 
ot KUoiisin, 259. 

Muhairmcd DuMat (Sultan), abandons 
Kaniuj, 477. 

Muhimmed Ghds (Slicikb), a der-nUh, 
effects the sui render of GuAh^r, 4 54. 
Induces lluliimdad to icstorc that 
fortiess to Babei, 507. 

Muhammed Hauler Mliza Doghlat, 
Amu of Kaslighar, 50. Hrittn out 
by Ababekcr, 57, Piesentcrt uifh the 
goveuinient of Usli,J8. ENpcllcd, 58 

Muhammed Ili^aan, his conspiracy 
against T<imbol, 105. 

Muhammed Ilumajuii Mirza See IIu- 
maj un. 

Muhammed Iluseiii Miir t Doghlat, 
son of Muhammed llaidci Mliza, re- 
ceives the government of Uiatippn, 
90. Beccivcs tlie title of Koikan, * 
90 Leiids Baber the village of Bi- 
shagc’’, 114 Pi ep lies to defend 

Uiatippa against Sluibaiii Khan, 183. 
Abandons Uiatippa, 185. Joins Shci- 
bani Khan 188 llis influence with 
the Moghuls at Samukand, 231 llis 
marriages, 234 Hies fiom Simar^ 

^ kaiid to Herat, 23G Goes to Kabul, 
237. Is placed in charge of Kabul 
by B.iber, 2 17. Joins in the rebellion 
of ShalPBeguni,249. Secictes himself, 
252. Is discovered and pardoned, 251. 
Allowed to go to Khorasan, 257 


Beceived by Shelb&iii, 257* Put to 
death, 2.57 

Muhammed Kazi (Mauliiia\ his pre- 
servation of Ilaidei M^rza, 200. His 
inteivipw with Baber, 292 

Muhammed Khnn,sonof Khirei Khwaja 
Khan, succeeds as Grand Klian, 43 

Muhammed Korclii, of Badaklishan, 
228. 

Muhammed Kuli Kochin, liis gallantrj, 
155. 

Muhammed Maaruf (Shah), his defec- 
tion to Baber, 504 

Muhammed Mazld Teikh^n, of Turkis- 
tan, t iken prisoner bj Sultan JMahmud, 
63. Is mtiuster of Sultan All Mirz'i, 

128. Witlidraws fiotn Samaiknnd, 

129. Joins Wcis Mirra, 129. Plies 
fiom him, and offers liis services to 
Baber, 129 Joins Babci at Yurat- 
Khan. 131. Accompanies him to 
llissar, 141. 

Muhammed Mirza (Sved), expels the 
Uzbeks from Feighina, 310 Tlis 
previous adventures, 310, 311. lle- 
ceives Sultan Said Khan at Andejan, 
SI 6. Succeeds in saving the lives of 
3 000 prisoners, 318 

Muhammed Moklm, «.on of Zdlndn 
Aighdn, seites Kdbul, 210. 216. 274. 
Surrenders it to Baber, 21 6. Retiies 
to Gennsir, 217. Ills invitation to 
Babur, 274 Submits to Sheib5ni, 

277. Defeated bj BJber at Kan- 
dth«h, 278. Flics to Zemin- Daw cr, 

278. Calls in Shcibani, 279. Re- 
stored to his government, 282. 

Muhammed Monim Mirri, son of B id.«> 
€7-zenian Mnza, his unsuccessful re- 
bellion in Astci tbad, 269. Put to 
deatJi, 269. 

Muhammed Shah (Sultan). Sec Beh^r 
Khan Lohani 

Muhammed Shcrif, the astrologer, ai rives 
in Baber’s camp, 406. Dismissed 
by Baber, 473. 

MuhamiRLil Sultan (Klnv «i)'i), uncle of 
Shcibini Khan, matnes the widow of 
Bmgi, 136 

Muliannned Sultan (Sultan), son of 
Sultan IMihmud, left to defend Fei- 
ghuii, 183. 1 lies to JMogliulistiii 

after the di«.dstGi of X'aslikeiul, 185. 
Plies on his fathers death to the 
Kni/aks, 192. 

Muhammed Sultm Muza, sent with 
Humavun against the bliciki con- 
fcdeiilcs, 449. Sent ngainst Rana 
Suiga, 16 3. His part at the battle 
of Knnwa, 470 Appointed to Uaknau 
and Kauauj, 477. 
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JMnhimmed rurkist ini (MuUa), delivers 
ICundu? to ShLibaiii Ivliarij 204 
iMiili'inimcd Zcitun joins the coiifcdci loy 
ni^'iinst ibtr >12 Suirenders Dhui 
pui 1^3 

!Mt li iinnitd Zeman '\Iitzn iiuLstcd \iith 
the ^o^clnmcnt ot I3 l]i ir jOO 111^ 
p irt in ttifc. dLtLnt of tlit IlenG;ji armv, 
JOl AI nits i d of B ibci 5''5 

bluM immcd /ais plundcxcd bj Babci, 
* 3 ‘ 39 , HoU 

jViultin vicns of &Ii ili IJisan on ^ I 
btUt of tlie countl^,3S6 First Mu- 
b\mmcu nconqnc&tof 3S6 Undertbe 
Hindus ind uncUr Delhi Shed h 
leu ef elioscn lulei of 3 G Itseiktent 
337 I ictions, 3S7 MiiiO)it\ of 
the Sidtin 3^3 Amiehi, 30 B - 
SIC '■cd bv Shall Hisan Ontiess 

of iho besiec^cd ^04 Tho citj taken 
b^ storm 30 3 Pjlligcd, 393 Fv- 
1 innv ot tlie Aiiibiin ^oieinor 398 
21 s expulsion "08 Ihe caunti> 
occupied b> Bibci 30 1 4o6 Its 
futuic 1 evolutions "OS, 399 
’Muntj'i Oi,;liur, 1 is*,jcneiositv. 135 
IMun Situn^ii) name of «i tiact oi 
countn, "1 

Mui hid CMuila) sent by B iber as 
amMssidor to Sultm *lbiahiTn, 415 
Detuned bj Doulat Kb in at Lahir, 
41 

iMustafi All 1 commander oflhe Persian 
auxiliaries, 31 j 

Mu tifa Fcimuli, sent acrunst Behu 
Klim 412 143 Ilisikitli 1J3 
JVIustafi Rumi it the battle of Kin^ i, 
c 4"^ At the battle on the Oogia, 
»j04 

Mustung conquered b> Zidnun 
Mnsulman i chiton intioduccd int > the 
T)e ht Kipchal , ^0 1 list djiiast) in 

India, JQJ 

bi idei Sh lb, notice ot his coi quests 6 
K iliLt Kliin son of II is in Kliin Me- 
VI iti tik.eii|n ner it X’lmpat, 4G2 
Belt ised bv B her, 4G-2 Succeeds 
Ills f itrber in "Mew it 4“o Sunenders 
to bib r 176 Escipes 4''6 
K il I 1 Bc, 4 uin daughtcL of Mah ebu 
dill 316 Mimes ^Iihib All, 352 
3So 

Kindi (Tmi) of Sind, bis wai with the 
Ai lulls 312 Ills death 3j IIis 
c ns«\c tcuitorv 3oS 
K iiida D hi, submi s to Shah Ila an, 
3^9 

K ing mil ii a division of Lamgli in, 219 
Nasib Shah See Kasiet Shah 
N I 11 Khan I 1 ini of Gha7ipui, 108 


BeToIta against Sultan Ibrahim, 412 
443 Leads the Sherki confederates, 
419 Put to flight by Humi>UD, 
4 30 

K isir Mirra, thud brother of B iber, 
89 Committed to Ins uncle Sidtm 
Ahmed, 80 Meets B iber at \khsi, 
1''4 Appointed to the government 
of Lamgh m and Kqrow, 222 In- 
vited to Bad ikhshan, 2"6 Joined 
hy Khosrou Sh ih, whom be shakes 
off 2'>7 Becomes King of Badakh- 
sb in, 220 Dn \ en fi oin Fadukhsban, 
and icioins Baber at K ibul, 220 
Appointcu to Gli i/ni,25S Appointed 
to Kandihii 279 Besieged by 
Sbcd>iui, 262 Capitulates, 282 
Retires to Glnrni, 28J Appointed 
b} B iber to Kibul and Ghazni, 319 
Besieges Kabul S34 Ills death fium 
intemperance 334 

K isir ed dm Obeidiilla (Khw lyi), his 
account of '\unis Khan, 60 Dictates 
♦ a p< ICC betwein Umersheikh, Abmed 
"Mir/a and lunis Khan 62 

Nasiet Shah or Nisib Shah King of 
Btnj^al 411 Loses sever il provinces 
to Si k indei T odi,o01 Retakes them, 
501 lakes Mongt^ir, 502 Receives 
Sultan Mahmud, 502 Is deft iied by 
B ibcr, 505 Makes peace, 505 

Nisukh fort of surpiised and captured 
b> B ibcr 1 1 J 

K irei Miirt, his part in the Moghul 
conspiiacv against Baber 327. 

Neviai Ookult ish Bibtrs fostei bro- 
ther, ]4r Ills death 163 

Kipn Sun ( knui^ minister of Shal 
Isn icl, joins Liber with the Peisian 
tioops, 3 " Massapies the gaitison 
and II habitants of Kaithx, 324 De- 
feitedat Ghaahdcvvan made pi isoncr 
and put to deatli, 325 

Kiiciitu o Kaliuu, foit of, its strong 
position ’82, note 

Kizam Khan of liiana joins the con 
fcdei ic} ag iinst B iber, 4 >2 Be- 
sieged an Biana, 4 4'’ Defeats his 
bi other Alim Khtn, 452 Surrenders 
to B ibci, laS 

Niriip ed din x\bmcd Bakhshi, notice 
of 515 nctc 

Ni/iin ed dm Blir (or Khw iji) \Ii 
Khilifa, Bahei’s fivourite oflicei, liis 
escape at Li itippa 91 Discharged 
bv Mil All Dost 127 IcftatKibs^ 
with Muh mined IIusciii 217 De- 
Knus K ibid 2^0 Has connection 
with Shah Hasan, 385 is Babers 
piime minister, 385 II is flimnoss in 
Pabui s difficulties, '6 Bn TKber 
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isews of reverses, 481. Declines to 
proceed to Badakhslian, 511. Wishes 
Uihetfislde Iluiiidyuu, 512. Intrigues 
in faiourof Mchdi Aja, 514. Hq> 
turns to hib allegiance, 516. Attends 
Baber’s death-bed, 516. 

Noukend, castle of, taken by Bdl>er, 
174. 

Kuktlcris (the), join Baber near Kabul, 
212. 220 Theii coiintiy, 220.263 
Hcdiiced by Zdinun, 264. Plundered 
by Biibei , 354. 

Kuigil, district of, included Iti Laniglian, 
219. 

Obeid Khan, of Bokliara. See Obeidulla 

! Sultan. 

Ojpeidulla Sultan, or Obeid Khan, of 
^ Bokhara, nephew of Sli<.lbani, cariies 
off SbeibAni’s harom afler the battle 
of Mciv, 305. Holds Bukhara, 309. 
Poi^iles biimclt in Kai*-Ui, 315. 
Abandons the citi, 315. In\adcs 
Bol^bara. 322. Defeats Baber 
Kdl-inalek, 322. Totally defeats 
Bitber and his allies at GharhdcivAn, 
325. Invades HissAr, 323. Invades 
KhoiAsAn, 457. 489. Takes IVIeiv, 
Siiakhs and lYis 457. 489. Sci/es 
IMcslihld, 457. 489. Takes Asteta- 
bAd, 489. Besieges Herat, 489. De- 
feated by the Pcisians at J«lm, 491. 
Escapes fiom tbe Held \%ounded, 492. 

Observatory. Ulugh Beg’s, at Samar- 
kand, 83. 105. 

Odes composed by Baber, 166. 

Ogic, of lable, origin of the. 13, noft. 

Oighurs (tile), a tube of Tiuks, acknow- 
ledge the sway ot Chenoiz, 12, Their 
reckless ci uclty give*! i isc to the name 
of “ Ogre,*’ 13, note, 

Oktai,or Ogatai, Kliaii, son of Chcngix, 
Ills dominions, 2 i. Ackiion lodged as 
Gland Khan, 2 5. 

Oida-Itron, son of Ju.]i Khan, presents 
15,000 Tartar families to liis brother 
Shcibani, 26. 

Osmnnlis, empiic of the, foundation, 16. 
Its wide extent, 17. Shah IsmAel*s 
wars with them, 346. 352. 

Otiiman, foundci of the Ottoman cm- 

ptio. 16 . 

Oud, under Seknndcr Bodi, 406. lie- 
hellion in, against B.'bcr, 4i3. Under 
blioikh Bi^ozid, 1^0. 

^S^vus, the iivci, the ancient boundary 
between Itan and Tniaii, 81 , note* 

PadmawSti, widow of Rati.i Sanga. in- 
trigues to plnre Ins son on the tin one, 
4£8 


Padshah, Emperor, title assumed by 
Baber. 282. 

Paiiipat, battle of, 435. 

Pap, fort oi; taken Baber, 174. 

Patiali, under Raja Pertab Sing, 405. 

Pekin, conquest of, by Cbcngiz Kbaii, 1 2. 

Fenjab, invaded by Baber, 354. Under 
the Gharncvl djnast\, 403. Under 
the Ghuii, 403 Uiidei Sulian Se- 
kandcr, 406. Held oy Doulat Khan, 
413. Invaded bv Baber, 413. Par- 
celled out by Baber, 420. Entered 
by Doulat Khan, 421. Invaded by 
Sultan Ibrabiin Bodi, 421. Union 
of the Atgluins of the Penjab, 424. 

Penjkora, plundered by Babci, 338. 

Perbaleb, t.kkcn by Baber, 415. 

Peruwli Birlas (Sultan), attacks Sliah 
Beg at Putebpur, 347. Defeated, 
347. 

Persia, gosornmeut of the Turks es* 
tnblislied in, 16. Anecdote illustra- 
tive of the baibarous manners of the 
Feislans in the time of Shah IsmAel, 
304. 

PcTtab Sing (Rnja), governs Karapila 
and PatiAh, 405. 

Pe^heng, fortress of, its strength, 269. 
Zdlmln rctiiGs to it, 269* 

Peshkesh (tlie), sent by Baber to Shah 
Ismael, 322, note, 

Pigeon-tiaining in the Esst, 75. 

Pishin, conqiioicd by Zdlniin, 268. 

Foetiy, a favouiite pur'^uit in the East, 
83. Specimen of Baber’s, 164. ]S^o- 

tice of his compositions. 521. 

Poles (the), conqucicd b} the Moghuls, 
13. And by Batu, 26. • 

Poll-tax (the), 530. 

Post houbcs, established by Baber, 530. 

Ful-Malan, thu inci of Herat, 272, note, 

Pustak, the Imaiat ot^ 520, note. 

Rabcii, under Kutb Khan Afghan, 405. 
Taken !>y Babei, M8. Taken by the 
Afghans, 469. Retaken by Baber, 
47b. • 

lladlijii (Jam), his reign in Sind, 359, 
note, 

R.iHi-cd-dln fSyedk 453, note, 

Rabimdad, eaptuies the foit of Gualiar, 
454. Rcstoies it to Baber, 507. 

Rahmfi dehiis(the),atiibe, pardoned by 
Shah Ilasaii. .389. 

Raika Bemim, wife of Babci. 526, note, 

Rajputs, tiicir desperate waifare, .580. 
Their defeat in Sind. 381. Their 
prow C'»s undci Raii.i Saiiga, 464. 
D-leat Mil Abd il-a/i/, t65. Their 
swaitns of cavalrv, 166. Picpare 
foi battle v\ itli Baber, 160, 'fheir 
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forces, 471. Completely defeated at 
Kunwa, 473. Their self-sacriiice at 
Chanduti, 4S3. 

Ran-tnal Sodha, his command in Sind, 

. S69. 

Rant<imb6r, surrendered to Bdher, 48fl. 

Raxi-ed.din (Shah), the Cluragh-kiiah, 
his possessions near Khutlan, 287. 
Beheaded, 291. 

Renish Behadcr, entrusted with the 
government of Astcrabud, 489. De- 
feats the Persians, 490. Is defeated 
by Shah Tahmasp, and slain, 490. 

Kesaleh e Walidieh (the), versified by 
Baber, 521.* 

Itovenue of Baber (the), 530. 541. 

Robat-Kluvaja, surprised by Baber, 144. 

Hohilkaud, Baber's operations in, 447. 

Biibriquis, on the word 'I^artar^ 534. 

Iluh-ulla (Sheikh), of Mou, 389. 

Rupee (the), name of coin, 543. 

Russia, conquered by the Moghuls, 13. 
26. Held by them for 150 years, 14. 
Destroys the power of the Tartars, 28. 

Ruttoiisi (Runa). succeeds his father 
Riina Sauga, 488. 

S.ifld-uUa Lnhfirl (iVIouluna), his account 
of the >Hck of Multan, 390, note* 

Sfidi (Sheikh), reference to, 240. 

Said Khan, or Sultan Said, son of the 
"younger” Khnn, his war against 
his uncle Mnliiudd, 191. His account 
of the conduct of Sheibuiii on the 
death of his brother Mahmud Sulhin, 
204. Ills residence at Samarkand, 

234. Flies iVoni Samarkand, 236. 

< BabtVs kindness to him, 256. Visits 
Khan Mirza at Kila-zefer, 2S9, Pro- 
ceeds to Kabul, 2S9. Visited by 
Haider Mirza, 292. Ills character of 
Bahcr, 294. Declines the o(R*r of the 
Moghuls to place him on the tiirone, 
311. Appointed to Andejaii, 312, 
Received there by Syed Muhaninicd, 
316. Defeats Ababeker, 318, In- 
vades Taslikcnd, 330. Is defeated and 
wounded, 330. Defends Ferghana, 
3.30. Calls ill K5sifn Khan, the chief 
of the Kaizaks, 331. Visits Kasim 
Khan, 332. Abandons Ferghana, .332. 
Kxpels Ababeker from Kashgar, 332. 
Ilis long and prosperous rule, 332. 
His quarrel with Khan Mxrza, 339. 
Invades Badakhshan, but retires, 341, 
Called in to Badakhshan, 509. Be- 
siege.s Kila-zefer, but retires, 510. 

Said Khan, governor of Oud, driven 
out of Oud, 409, 

Samarkand, invaded by Sultan Mahnidd, 
96. Attacked at once by three dif- 


ferent princes, 99. Who withdraw, 
100. Again blockaded by Bdber, 101. 
Abandoned by Bayesanghar, 104. Oc- 
cupied by Baber, 105. Baber's ac- 
count of, 105. Its fertility, 105, 
Alanufictures, 106. Beaming and 
skill, 106. Abandoned by Baber, 
110. Attempts to regain It, 113. 
Occupied by Sultan Ali, 114. ' Un- 
successfully invaded by Weis Mirza, 
129. Baber marches against it, 129. 
Shcibiini's invasion, 131. 140. In- 
ilucnce of its religious men, 131. 
Taken by Sheibatii, 141. Surprised 
and taken by Baber, 147. Besieged 
by Sheibani, 1 53. Surrenders to 
him, 157. Held by Taimur Sultan, 
309. Taken by Baber, 316. Joy^S 
the population, 316. Buber pro- 
claimed King there, 316. Abandoned 
by Bdber, 322. 

SatnbaL (Mahter), his plot to deliver his 
master, Shah Beg, from prison, 345. 
Succeeds, 345. Throws provisions 
into Kandahar, 355. Assists Jam. 
Fir6z of Sind, 361. IVocecds to be- 
siege Dirdwel, 393. 

Sambhal, under Dcrla Khnn Lodi, 405. 
Besieged by Babau Jllwani, 447. 
Taken by llhid^i Beg, 448. 

Sammas (the), expel the Sumras from 
Sind, 358. Termination of their rule 
in Sind, 370. 

Sdnga (Runa), his power in Mulwo, 441. 
Takes the fort of Kandar, 448. His 
progress of conquest, 451. Acknow- 
ledges Sultan Mahmud, 451. 462. 
His dominions, 461. His person and 
character, 461. His alleged descent 
from Kushirwdii the Just, 461, note. 
His transactions with Bdber, 463. 
Mutual recrimination, 462. His 
ambitious views, 462. He advances 
to Biuiia, 462. Joined by Hasan 
Khan Mehwdti, 463. Prowess of 
bis Rajputs, 464. His army, 471. 
Completely defeated at Kanwa, 473. 
Kscapus from the battle, 474. Invited 
to Malwa, 480. His chivalrous con- 
duct, 481. His romantic death, 484. 

Saiijer (Jam), his reign in Sind, 059, 
note, 

Sarang Khan, a commander of Silah-ed- 
din in Sind, 369. 

SdteJmisb Khdtun, chief wife of Isnn- 
bugha, 39. ^ 

Sebaktegin, a Turkl slave, sovereign or 
Ghazni, IG. 

Sehwdn, reduced by Shah V3eg, 366 
The fort strengthened by Shah Beg, 
370. • 
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Scir^tn, invaded by the Moghuls, 47* 
Bestowed on Kitteh Beg, 319. 

Sekander ( Mirza), liis account of Baber's 
defeat at Kul-malek, SS2, note. His 
account of the battle of Gha/hdewaii, 
S26. 

Sekander Dodi (Sultan), his long reign 
at^Delhi, 406. Subdues Behar, 406. 
Threatens Bengal, 406. Extends liis 
empire, 40G. llis death, 407, note. 

Sekandei Shah, King of Gujrat, 441. 

Selim (Sultan), his war with Shah I&. 
inacl, 352. 

Selima Sultan Begum, daughter of 
Bcibcr, 526. 

Seljukis, a tube of Turks, their con- 
qu^st^, 16. Their goveinment over- 

Ruined by Chengiz ,16. 

^ Senjer Biilas (Sultan), engaged in the 
conspiracy against Baber, 249. Seized, 
and paiduiied, 252. 

Seiaidfcak, Toktamisli placed on the 
tiironc of, 27. 

Scwiat, foit of, taken by Sh<ih Ilasan^ 
and razed to the giound, 383. 

Shah, a title bestowed on holy men, 87, 
note. 

Shah Beg. See Shah Shujaa Beg. 

Shah Begnm, uifu of Yuiiis Klian, le- 
paiis to ^markand, 231. Her re- 
lationship to Sheib<tni, 234. Her 
chaiactei, 235. Sent to Khonl^n, 
236. Aiiivcs at lluiat, 237. Resides 
at Kabul, 248. Intiigues in fnsour 
of her grandson, Sultan Weis, 249. 
Gains the hloghuls, 249. Induces 
]\luhnnimcd Ilusciu Mirra to join the 
rebels, 249. Fuigivcn by Baber, 253. 
II IS kindness to her, 256. Accom- 
panies her grandson, Kliaii Miiza, to 
Badaklishan, 282. llei botistcd de- 
scent from A1c\aiidci the Gicat, 286. 
Her imprisonment and death, 288. 

Shah SuR, his valour at Samarkand, 155. 

Shahi Beg. See Slieibaul. 

Shahnama, the poem, the univcisal taste 
foi , S3. 

Shabxokbia, district north of the Sirr, 
93. Insaded and lavaged by Shei- 
b.ini, 163. 

Sh5hiukh Khan Afbhat. a commander 
of the Kc/clbas)ics with Baber. 315. 

Sluiliriikh IVlnza, son of Taimur, king 
of K.hoiasa' 1 , 45. Bungs up Yuiiis 
Khan, 4.5. Civil wars at his death, 
^ 47. 

Shahi ukh Sultan Moherdar, commander 
of the tioops sent by Shah Ismael to 
Baber? 315. 

Sliahrukhi, coin, the value of, 414, note, 

Sli«j'rat-ul-Atrak, account given in, of 


the origin of the Aimaks, 221, note. 
Notice of, 535. 

Shai, conquered by Zulnfin, 268. 342. 
Shamu-kliail (the), plundered by Baber, 

339. 

Sheliab-ed-din Muhammed Ghiiii, foun- 
der of the Ghdri djinasty in India, 
403. His conquest of India 439. 
Shehcr-baim Begum, daughter of Baber, 
526. 

Sheibak Khan, reference to his death in 
Merv, 256. 

Shcibani, son of Juji Khan, his do- 
minions, 26. 

Sheibani Kiian, or Shalii Beg, son of 
Shah Bidagh. ond grandson of Abulk- 
hair, 32. Notice of his oaily life, 
133. Leaves his father-land, 13.3. 
Receiv ed at Bokhai a by Abd.il 
All Terkhan, 134. Growth of his 
power, 134 Sm prises and sla>s 
Buiga Sultan, 135. Betrays Sultan 
Ahmed, 136. Obtains Turkistan, 
63. 137. Ills faithlessness, 137, Is 
supported by Sultan Mahmfid, 139. 
Ovonuns Transoviana, 139. Joined 
by Blbei’s Urbuks, 100. Assists 
Bay esanghar, 103. Iletuins to Turk- 
istan, 104. Defeats the Tei khans, 131. 
Takes Bokh/ira, 133. J40 , and Sa- 
markand, 141. Loses Samarkand, 
147. Rctiresto Bokhdra, 149. Ad- 
vances towards Simarkand, 150. 
Takes the fort of DabCisi, 1 50, De- 
feats Baber on tlic Kuhik, 151. 
Blockades Samarkand, 15 k Which 
capitulates 157* INIarrles Kbanradch 
Begum, 157. Ravages SiiabrokbSa 
and Bcslikent, 1 63. .Vdvanecs towards 
Reigliana, 18.3. Defeats the Moghuls, 
184. Takes the two Klians pri- 
soners, 181. Conquers Tashkend, 

184. Blaiiies into the family of the 
Khans, 1 85. Releases the Khans, 

185. Puts Kw.qa Abul Makaram 
to death, 186. Invades Ills&ar, 186. 
And Andej/in, 187. Takes it, and 
puts Tambol and his hiothcr to death, 
188. Takes Ilissai, S03. Sends his 
brother Malimiid against Kundiiz, 
204. Kunduz taken, 204. llis «tcrn- 

' ness and coniposiiie on hearing, the 
dcatii of his brotlier, 20 >. Returns 
to Samnikand, 206. Picpircs to 
attcick Khwaia/rn, 206. 11 is troops 

defeated in Badaklishan by Nasir 
Mliri, J2B. Ills future projects, 233. 
Sets out foi Khwaia^ni, 2J5. Dc- 
stioys or disperses the IMughul chiefs, 

236. Besieges and takes Khwarnzm, 

237. Besieges and takes Balkli, 238, 
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241. Receives ISJuhammeLl Hiisein 
Mlrza, 257. Puts him to death, 257. 
Invades and conquers Khorasun, 25B* 
260. Extent of lus dominion*, 261. 
Receives the submission of Zulnuii*s 
sons, 277. Besieges Kand*»hjir, 279. 
Takes the citv, 281. Completes the 
conquest of Khorasan, 295- Unsue- 
ccssful campaign against the Kaizaks, 

296. Campaign against the Hazaras, 

297. His reception of an envoy from 
Shah Tsmael of Persia, 298. Tlie 
Siisih's reply, 299. He retires to 
Merv, 301. Defeated and slain at the 
battle of jVIerv, 303. His body dis» 
membered, and his skull formed into 
a drinking cup, 304. 

f Slieikhem Mirza, governor of Karshi, 
put to death, 324. 

Sheikh -ul- Islam, oOice of, 86. Of 
Herat, murdered by Shah Ismael, 
321. 

Sheikh-zada, of Oud and Eaknau, 408. 

Slieinsslbtld, taken by the confederate 
Afghans, 485. Given by Baber to 
Rdna Bikormdjit, 488. 

Shems-ed-dm (Khwdja), appointed go- 
vernor of hlultan, 397. His cruelties, 
397. Kis expulsion, 398, 

Siiemsbir Khan, expels the Arghftns 
from Multun, 398. 

Siicrfoddln • Ali Slnrdzi (Mouldiia), 
historian of Taimnr, Ydnis Khan 
placed under his care, 45. 

Shias, their ascendancy in Persia, 299. 
Badge of the sect, 320. 

Shir Khan, son of AIa-cd«din, sent by 
^his father to confer with Doulat and 
Ghdr.i Khan, 425. 

Shir Khan Sur, has the chief manage- 
ment of Bohar, 497. Occupies Be- 
nares, 498. Tenders his submission 
to Bdbcr, 500. 

Shir IMuliaminod Khan, Grand Khan 
of ISIoghiilistdn, 43. 

Shir Shah. See Shir Khan Sdr. 

Shiram Chehreh, his defence of Hissdr, 
203. His capitulation, 203. 

Shiram Taghui, sent to conduct Khosrou 
Shah towards Khorusan, 214. Plans 
liis seizure. 214. Bring-s Baber's 
family to Kabul, 214. Rebels against 
Bdbcr, .334. Is pardoned, 335. Plis 
death, 335. 

Shiram Ziker, minister of Abdal'rizdk 
of Kabul, 215. Is murdered, 215, 

Shirkeh Arghun, routed and taken pri- 
soner by Bsiber, 211. 

Shujda Beg (Shah), or Shah Beg, son 
of Zulnun Beg, his valour when a 
boy, 268. Appointed to defend Kan- 


dahdr, 269. His unsuccessful attempt 
to surprise Sultan Husein,270. Takes 
IVIerv, 273. Succeeds his father at 
Kandahar, 261. Invites Baher, 275, 
Submits to Sheibdni, 277. Defeated 
by Bdbcr at the battle of Knndahdr, 
278. Flics to Shal and Miistiing, 
278. Recovers Kandahar, 282, , His 
talents and character, 341. Takes 
Slwi, 342. Doses it, 342. Submits 
to Shall Ismael, 944. Sends a mission 
to conciliate Baber, 344. Repairs to 
Herdt, 344. Is imprisoned, 344. 
His escape, 346. Turns his views 
towards Sind, 346. Takes Slwi, 347. 
Defeats Sultan Perowli,347. Returns 
to Kandahar, 348. Receives his bro- 
ther’s daughter, IVIdh-chuchak, 35^. 
Attacked by Baber, who retires, 352. 
Plunders port of Sind, 353. Q.uarrc1s 
with his son, Shah Hasan, who flies 
to Bdbcr, 354. Takes possession of 
Sind, 355. Cedes Kandahar to Qgbcr, 
355. Departs for Shdl and Siwl, 
355. Is invited to Sind, 363. Ad- 
vances to Tatta, 364. Defeats the 
Sindis, and takes Tatta, 365. His 
treaty with Jdm FIrdz, 966. Reduces 
Sehwdn, 366. Defeats the Sindis, 
367. Sends his son, Shah Hasan, to 
assist Jdm Fir6z. 368. Strengthens 
his forts, 370. Orders the murder of 
the Dbaricha chiefs at Bheker, 379. 
Makes Bheker his capital, 374. Settles 
the country, 375. Massacres the 
Baliiches, 375. Deeply affected by 
the death of Mir Fdzil, 375, His 
death, 376. His character, 376. 

Shujan, or Sbu,jda-ul-moolk, Bokhdri - 
(Sheikh), minister of Sultan Mnhmtid 
Xronga, 390. Governs Multan during 
the minority of his son, 393. Put to 
death by the Arghfms, 398. 

Sidlkut taken by Baber, 416. Given 
to Khosrou Gokulfldsh, 420. Un- 
successfully attacked by Doulat Khan, 
421. 

Sidini Ali Derbdn, a Hazara chief, his 
retainer, beaten to death for plunder- 
ing, 213, 

Sildh-ed'din, chief of Bhilsa, at the battle 
of Kanwa, 471. 

Silah>ecl-din (Jdm), aspires to the throne 
of Sind, 360. Flies to Gujrat, 360. 
Invited to the government, 361. As- 
cends the throne, 361. Abandons hi^ 
capital, and retires to Giijrdt, 362. 
Seizes the capital, 368. Is ^defeated 
and slain, 369. 

Silesia overrun by the Moghuls, 13. 26. 

Sind, civil wars in, 353. Shah Beg 
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projects the invasion 35*) bub 
jiignted by Shah licg 3 j 5 Itb extent 
uniUr J iin Kanda, Jo6 Confedcrao 
ot the tribes agaLiist Shah Beg, 3G6 
Seized Sii ih ed-din oG8 Com- 
mencement ot the Arghuii rule in, 
J70 3b 1 Smd exteiideJi to the 
Ghira, 301 Extei t ot the king- 
dom under Shah 11 isan, 400 
Sipehra Rai See J\.ulb ed uin 
Sirakhs taken b\ tl e Lzbeks, 457 
Sii e tak, pass ot, Baber s p issagc of the, 
143 

Sirliiiid, under Bclilul I odi,405 Lnder 
Tatir Khan 413 

Sirr (the), or Seihun (Jaxaitcs), itscouise, 
79* 

S^tan bestowed on Bad] C7-zeinan, 271 
Bestowed on Amir Sultan Ah, 373 
Invaded by a son of Sultan Ilusein, 
273 

SiunjAk. iChan, son of ICuchum K.han, 
governs X i&hkend, 309 Invades Fci 
ghana, 317 laLc^ Tashkeud, 310 
Defeats Sultm Slid, 330 Obtims 
possession of Andejan, 333 
Siwi, or Siwistan, the fort taken by 
Shah Beg, 343 Hetaken by the J im 
of Stnd, 342 Po'iitionot rhe countiv, 
347 Ihe town taken by Shah 
Beg, 347 Visited by Shah Ilasm, 
38 5 

Sogdiana, probably the modem Soghd, 
106 

Soghd, river and distiict of Samarkand, 
105 ruinur 6 gaiden at, 106 Sub- 
mits to Baber, 149 

Soheil (Canopus), the star, hrst seen by 
E iber, 211 

Suleiman Mirzi, son of Wcis Sultan, or 
Kh 111 JVIii7i, 341 Appointed King 
of Badakhshan ^>11 His ancestry, 
511 Assumes the government, 512 
Suit in iiigar Kh mum, sv ife ot Sultan 
Mahmud, 248 Afterwards uiaiti d 
to two Uzbek Khans in succession, 
249 

Sultinpui, assigned to Doul it Khan, 
419 Given tohisson Dilvwei Kh\n, 
4 >0 Seized b\ Doulat Khin, 4.1 
Sumias (the), a native tube goveinmg 
Sind 

Sunnis, persecuted by Shih Ismiel of 
Peisis, in Kiiori*‘in, SOo 320 I heir 
detestation of the Sluas, 3-0 
, fiiiikh lb, the liver, 207 
Sw id, the Dll iziks expelled from, 337 
byed All (Amu 3 gi ludson of Kho 
daidaif, becomes mas ei ot KacU^hai 
46. lleecives I«-an bugha Khan, 46 
#s attneked by Yunis Khan jI 


Whom he defeats, 52 His generous 
conduct, 53 His death 32 
Sted dvnasty (the), in India 404 
Ssedpur, taken, and the girri^on put to 
the sword bv Babi.r 1 1'’ 

Sveds (the), of Bhekci their uiipoitinc^, 
"71 1 orced to quit the town 371 

Stria re establishment of the 1 uil i de 
miiuon in, 17 

Svurgh Ltraish, titular Gi ind Klnn of 
the Moghuls 68 

laher Duldai governor of Dizik, his 
leecDtion of Bibcr, 1 
Pah nasp (bli ih), suillciIs to the throne 
of Persia 4 j7 kttickid by the 
I zbeks, 4S9 Pefetts IKnish Be 
h ider, 490 \dv inces to Meshliid, 
190 Defeats the Uzbeks at Jam, 
491 

Tumur (Mir), or Xamerlinc his con- 
Q les s 17 Ills iiuoid into India, 
21 I able of his lineage 2 ) JIis 
interferenLc m Kipch ik, Hi*^ in- 
vasions into the Desht Tirfeh, 41 
Ills biithplaee, 60 llts descent GO 
Ills claim to the olhee of heieditiiy 
prime minister, 70 (Question of the 
luthcntieity ot bis Institutes, 71, 
note Ills gi e it t ilents 7 1 llis v ist 
empire it liis detth 72 
1 iiinur Beg, son of Sheib ini mnrrus i 
piineessof the family ot the Khans, 
18 ^ 

laimur Kutliik, Grand Khan of Kip- 
ch ik 27 

*1 aimur Oighur, assassinated by Xsan- 
bugha, 46 

laimur Sultan, sop of Slicib ini marries 
a daughter of Shah Begum, 2 ID 
1 lies ifter the Little ol iMciv 305 
IloltU Samaikand, 309 Defeated by 
B iber in Hiss ir 314 Present at the 
battle of Ohozhdeuan, 325 
7 ii&hi, title ot the Chief of the Kah- 
m iks SO, note 

£ i| ira the old capit il of Mew it, 475 
I ij ed dm Muliammcd (Khwaja), liis 
interview with the dying SuUan 
Ahmed, 190 

Tijik, a townsmiii or pea ii t as distin- 
guished fi >m i tribe tn 1 1 -O SI, note 
J hose of Ktbul, 220 
Tikcnbid, battle of, betveen the Pei- 
siius ind Uzbeks 01 
1 iinbul (bultaii 41imed) a Moghul 
nublen ui 1U7 DeseiU fioin Ballet, 
10** He ids a paity in fisoiir of 
Jehingir 107 lOJ Besieges Baber 
in Mughiniii 116 Hetreats to 
Ush, 117 Driven from Lsh by 
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the inhabitants, 118* H-etires to Ur- 
kend, 118. Joins Baber’s revolted 
Moghuls, 120. Defeats Kasim Beg, 
120. Threatens Andejaii, 121, 122. 
Defeated by Baber, 123. Aided by 
Siiitnn Mahmud, 124. Marches to 
Kdsdn, 125. Retreats to Arkhian, 
125. Proceeds to Beshkdran, 125. 
Makes peace with Baber, 126. His 
connection with Mir Ali Dost, 128. 
Deads hi.s army against the “elder” 
Khan, 1G5. Retires, 165. Attacked 
by both Khans at Akhsi, 170. Sur- 
prises and wounds Bdbcr, 1 72. At- 
tempts to gain Baber, 174. Asks aid 
ofSbeibuni, X75. Occupies Akhsi, 176. 
Drives out Bdbcr, 177. Besieged 
in Andejdn by Sheibdni, 187. Sur- 
renders and is put to death, 189. 

Tamerlane. See Taimur (Mir). 

Tanka (the), coin, its value, 544. 

Tdrdz, Isan-bugha’s defeat at, 47. 

Tarlkhi Reshidi, of Ilaldcr Mlrza, no- 
tice of, 192, note. 

Tartars, their conquest of India under 
Babur, 6. Position of thuir country, 
8. Origin of the name Tartar, or 
Tutdr, 9. 53.3. Tliulr manners and 
customs, 10. Their govcrnnicnt, iJ. 
Their settlement in tribes, or as ad- 
venturers, 19. Empire of Chctiglz, 
24. Its division on hU death, 
24. Tlic Grand Khans. 25. Order 
of succession to the Khansliip, 25. 
Their ravages in Europe under Bdtu 
Kliaii, 26. Their adoption of the 
IVIusulmnii faith in Kipchdk, 2C. 

* Their races and origin 533, ct acq* 

Tdshkend. invaded by I&an-bugha, 47, 
Conquered by Sheibuni, 185. Under 
Siunjek, 309. Bestowed by Baber 
on jMir Ahmed Kusim Kohbur, 319. 
Attacked liy the Uzbeks, 323. Be- 
sieged and taken by Siunjek, 330. 
Invaded by Sultan Said, 330. Daid 
waste by Kusim Khan, 331. 

Tatar. See Tartar. 

Tatar Gakcr, defeated and slain by his 
brother, llati Gakcr, 415. 

Tatur-llaziira, the tribe of, 221, note, 

Tatar Klian, holds Sirhind, 413. 

Tatar Khan, son of Ald-ed-din, joins 
his fattier at the court of Gujrat, 431. 

Tatar Klian Sarang-kliani, joins the 
confuilcrncy against Baber, 442. 
Holds Giuiliar, 4 53. Invites Bdber, * 
453. Loses Gualiar, 454. 

Tattn, capital of Sind, taken by Shah 
13cg, 355. Sacked by Shah Bug, 365. 
Seized by Sllah-ed-din, 368. Taken 
by Shah Hasan, 380. 


Taxes, increased by Baber, 488. 538. 

Tekril, a tribe of Cliaghatdl Moghuls, 
36. 

Temgha, or ’’stamp tax, given up by 
Baber to the hlusulmans, 467- 

Terdi Beg, attends at Baber’s death-bed, 
516. 

Terkhan chiefs, their power, 97. -Pro- 
claim Sultan All Mirza king of Sa- 
markand, and dethrone Bayesanghar, 
97. Those of Bokbdra defeated by 
Shcibaiii, 131. 

Tika-sakaratlia, battle of, 50. 

Toghlak dynasty fthe), in India, 404. 

Toghlak-Taimur Klian, his history, 39. 
Becomes Khan of Moghiilistan and 
Kushghar, 40. Iscon\'ertofl to Milham- 
medanism, 40. Conquers hldwertiT'.- 
naher, 40. 

Tokhtch-bughn, Sultan, son of the 
younger Khan, with Baber at Kabul, 
256. ^ 

Toktamish, Grand Khan of Kqiijplidk, 

27. 

Transoxiana. See lVIa\vcrcnn.aher. 

Tugh, or horsetail standard, conferred 
on Z61n6n, 265. 

Tiili, son of Chengtz, China allotted to 
him, 24. 

Tulug]imc*h, the charge of the, 435. 

TuUm Beg, a partisan of Bdber’s, taken 
and put to death. 109. 

Tumdn Kutluk Uglan, Grand Khan, 

68 . 

Tumana Khan, the Altamgha of, co- 
venant, 70. 

Tuniluq, or Tutliiq, the battle of, 318. 

Tungus, a race of Tartars, 9. 

Turk, a race of Tartars, 9. Tlieir 
range, 15. Their influence, 15. Found 
the Ottoman empire, 16. Vast ex- 
tent of country subject to their 
dominion, 17. In Egypt ns Mame- 
lukes, 18. Their religion, 18. Their 
language, 20. Dlstingiiislied from 
theTdjlks, 20. Origin of the name, 
535, 

Turki, language in use in Pui*sia, &c., 
20. Spoken in purity in Ferghana, 
81. 

Turkistdn, seized by Sultan Mahmud, 
and conferred on Sheibdni, 63. Under 
Kuchum Klian, 309. 

Turkoman Hazaras, plundered by 
Baber, 246. 

Tus, taken by the Uzbeks, 457. 489, * , 

Tdz6k, “ Institutes” of Taimur, their 
claim to authenticity, 71, no^e. 

Uch, taken and pillaged by .Shah Hasan, 
390. The fort rebuilt, 391. • 
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UdL Sln^ (Hadl)y of l^ongerpoor« his 
force at Kanway471. Slaui in the 
battle, 47:1. 

Ulugh Beg Mlrza, son of Shahrukh 
IVlIrza, Sultan of Samarkand, invades 
Mo^liiilistdn, 44. JUurders the lVIo> 
gbul chiefs at Uizak, 45. His wars 
whh his sons, 47. Protects Abu- 
said, 73. His Astronomical Tables, 
72. 83« aofe. 105 and note, 

Ulugh Beg Mlrza (Sultan), son of 
Abusald, sovereign of Kdbul and 
Ghazni, 74, 77- llis death, 215- 

Ulus, or tribe, 19. 24. 

Ulus-begi, Director of the tribe,** an 
hereditary office, 43. 

Uincfslieikh IVlirza (Sultan), father of 

^Babur, succeeds to Andejan and Fer- 
ghana, 54. 74. Marries a daughter 
of Ydnia Khan, 54. 74. His am- 
bition and restlesaiiess, 59. 74. Dc- 
feaftd by Yunis Khan, 59. The 
Khan's generosity to him, 59. Gains 
possession of Urutippa, 64. 75. His 
dominions invaded by Sultans Mah- 
7n6d and Ahmed, 75. His singular 
death, 7*1, Hla children, 76. 

Uratippa, or Usbrushna, given up to 
Umershuikh, 64. 75. Taken by 
Sultan Ahmed, 87. Taken by Sul- 
tan IVIahmfid, 90. 94. Bestowed 
upon Muliammcd Husein Mirza 
Doghlat, 90. Unsuccessfully invaded 
by Baber, 94. Bestowed on Baber 
by Sultan Mahmud, but not given up 
by IVIuhammcd Huscin, 160. Ra- 
vaged by Shcibdni, 165. Taken by 
Sheibani, 185. 

, Urkond, or Uzkcnd, submits to Baber, 
171. 

Urus Khan, Grand Khan of Kipchak, 
27. 

Ush, a d (Strict of Fcrgliaiia, 58. 80. 
Assigned to Uinersheikh, 58. Under 
the government of Tnmbol, 117. De- 
clares for Baber, 118. Threatened 
by the jMcghiils, 121. The fortress 
seized by Khalil, 130. Surprised and 
taken by Baber, 170. 

Uslilcr, fort of, taken by Sultan Muh- 
iniid, 63. 

Ustdd Ali Kuli, commands Buber’s 
artillery at the battle of Kaiiwa, 470. 
And at Kanaiij, 486. And on the 
banks of the Gogra, 504. 

Uzbek Khan, of Kipcliak, embraces 
Muhammedanisin, 26. Cosiverts some 
Liibes. who take his name, 26. 

U/bekisftin, extent of, 77. 

Uzbeks (the), their great invasion of 
Vransoxlana, 6. 17. Origin of their 


name, 26. 23. Introduced by Talmur 
into Kipchilk, 28. Their union wiih 
tlic Tdrki tribes, 26. Governed by 
Abulkhair, 29. Sece*«sion of the Kai- 
zaks, 29. Governed hyBariiJ Ughlan, 
30. Dispersed by the Kaizaks, 32. 
Reunite under Sheibdni Khan, 64. 
Occupy Samarkand, 140. Destroy 
Keshtiid, 144. Driven out by Baber, 
147. Defeat Bdbcr on the Kohik, 
152. Blockade of Samarkand, 153 — 
157. Tlieir various successes under 
Sheibiini, 163 — S03. Tlieir conster- 
nation at his death, 305. Great 
numbers put to dcatli at Merv, 305. 
Retire from Khora*«dn, S05. Tlieir 
state at that time, 309. Kaisc Ku- 
chum to the dignity of Klian, .309. 
Make peace with Shah I.sin;iel, 309. 
Kxpcilud from Ferghtinn, 310. In- 
vaded by Baber in Ilissnr, 312. 
Their plan of campaign, 312. They 
attack Buber, 313. Their defeat, 314. 
Kxpelled from Transoxiana, 316. 
Besiege and bake Kusun, 317. 
Kxpelled from Mawerrannaher, 318. 
Driven back to Turkistun and 
the Desert, 319. Invade Transoxi- 
nna, 322. Defeat Baber at Ki7l- 
malek, .322. Attack Hi»sar, 323. 
Their massacre at Kurslii. ;124. De- 
feat Baber and the Persians at 
Ghazhdewdn, 325. Rceoxer Trnns- 
oxiaim, .326. Ravage KhordMUi. 326. 
Recover llissiir and Tsislikeiitl, 330. 
l^ut Kubim Gokului.*-h to death, 351. 
Besiege Bjilkli, 423, 450. Invade 
Khontsun, 457. Besiege Herat, 457, 
Take Merv, Shirakhs, Mcshliid, and 
Tus, 457. Their transactions in Klio- 
lasun, 489. Defeated with great 
slaughter by the Persians at Jsim, 491. 
They recover their losses, 49.3. 

Uz-Tuimur, TaUhi of the Kalitnaks, his 
invasion of the Uzbek country, 30, 
note, 

Uzuu Hassan, governor of Akhsi, sets 
up Jehungir, 107. Besieges Andc- 
jun, 109. Takes the city, HO. In- 
vests Mnrghinan, 1 L6. lietresUs, 117. 
Sui renders Akhsi to Baber, I IS. 
Retires to Hissdr, 119. Joins Babor 
at Samarkand, 157. 

Vasco de Gama, his arrival in India, 
1 13, note. 

Velvet, manufacture of, in Samarkand, 
106. 

Vienna, threatened by the Moghuls, 13. 

Visits in the Bast, ceremonials observed 
in, 953, note. 
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Wais (Sultan'), of SwAd, submits to 
Baber, 338. 

Wall, brother of Khosrou Shah, 95. 
Accompanies Sultan Masaud to at- 
tack Saiuavkand, lOO. Sent by 
Khu'ii'Oti to support Sultan MasAud, 
197. Obtains Kliutlau, 200. De- 
feated by the Aimaks, and beheaded 
by ShelbanI, 212. 4 

War, art of, among the Tartars of Trans- 
oxiana, 84. 

Waraii-mal Sod ha, slain in battle against 
Shah Beg, 3d7. 

'\yeis(Sultan) of Khiitlan, invites Sultan 
Said Khan to Badakiishaii, 500* 

Weis Khan (Sultan), elected Grand 
Khan, 44. Slain, 44. 

Weis Mirra, or Khan Mir 2 a, son of 
Sultan Mahmud, his unsuccessful in- 
vasion of Samarkand, 129. Ilis pa- 
rentage, 248. Attempt of his grand- 
mother to place him on the throne 
of Kabul, 249. Defeat of the re- 
bellioii,252. Babci^s clemency to him, 
254. Peiuiitted to proceed to KhorA- 
san, 254. Joins Baber in his expe- 
dition to Kandahar, 277. Sets out 
with his grandmother, Shah Begum, 
for Badakhshtin, 282. Becomes king 
of Badakhshaii, 286. Makes ICila- 
xefer his capital, 289. Visited by 
Seilcnn Said, and ISIirza Haider, 289. 
His poverty, 290. Communicates to 
Baber the news of tlie battle of 
Merv, 300'. Sent as ambassador to 
Persia, 309. Assists in driving the 
Uzbeks from 1-lissar, 313. Belt by 

* Biibcr in Badaklishan, 329. Quarrels 
svich Sultan Said,339. Ilis death, 341. 

Wine, the use otj renounced by Baber, 
4GC. 

Women, their position among the 
Tartars, 11. 

Yadgur Mirza, conspires against Baber, 

327. 

Yadgar Nasir Miiza, son of Nasir 
Mirza, 334, note. 

Yahia (Khwuja), his hospitality to Sultan 
Ali, 99. Intiigues with Baber, 132. 
Waits on Shelbani, 140. Banished 
and murdered, 141. 

Yar Husein, of Bhera, Invites Baber 
into India, 223. Becomes a free- 
booter, 231. Robs and puts to death 
Baki Cheghaniani, 231. 

Yar-ailak, foitificd by Kamber Ali, 144. 

Yarkend, description of, S5» 

Yubi-lCijct. battle o^ 120. 

Yeke-Auleng, people of^ their hospitality 
to BAbcr, 24G. 


Yulajl Doghlat (Mir), Khan of Kash- 
ghar, 39. Brings forward Toghlak- 
Tnimur, as son of Isan-bugha, 39. 
His death, 40. 

YunU Khan, son of Weis Khan, driven 
from Moghulistiin by his brother, 
Isan-buglia, 44. Sunt to Shahrukh 
Miiza, 4.5. Placed under tlie c^e of 
the historian Moulana Sherf-ecl-din 
Ali Shtrazi, 45. Invited to lleiat by 
Abusuid, 49. His treaty with him, 50. 
His character, 50. iMarries Aisdoulat 
Begutn, 51. lle-entcrs Moghuli>tun, 
51. Ilis attempt on Kashghar, 51. 
Is defeated at Aksu, 55. I'he terri- 
tory of Maslkhi conferred on him by 
Abnsfud, 52. Ilis successes 53. 
Marries his three daughters to tlujse 
sons of Aliusaid, 54. Defeated by 
the Katlinuks, 54. 3 1 . Defeats Baruj 
Ughlan, 54. 32. Made prisoner by 
Sheikh Jemal, 54. Released, 5i. Be- 
comes sole Khan of Mogbulistilp, 5G. 
Ills campaigns in Kashghar, 56‘. 
Twice defeated by Ababoker, 57. 
His attachment to Umerslicikh, .58. 
Ilis quarrel with him, 59. Peace 
between them, GO. Khwi^'a Nasir -ccl- 
dln’s account of him, GO. Ilis son 
Ahmed Khan withdraws from him, 
Gl. Ills death, 62. Ilis character, 
62. Notice of his children, 248. 

Y'usef (Sliuikh) chosen luler of Multan, 
386. Expelled, 38C. 

Y'usef Ali Cokuldiish, assassinates Zobcir, 

i.88. 

Y’usef Darogha, his interview with 
Baber, 182. 

Yusef-zai Afghans, settle in Swad, 337. 
Xheir convention with Baber, 338. 

Zefer, the Fort of, Shah Beg imprisoned 
there, 345. 

Zeinab Sultan Begum, wife of Bstber, 
526, note. 

Zeiu-ed-din, the Sadr of Delhi, 437. 

Zemindars, application of the term, 529. 

Zemin-Dawer, government of, conforied 
on Zulimn, 2G4. Description of, 
264. 

Zir-efslian, or Kohik, river of Samar- 
kand, 105. 

Zlrin, the pass, 244. 

Zobeir, of Ragh, a chief of Badakhsluin, 
288. Receives Khan Mirza, 288. Is 
assassinated, 2S8. • 

Zuhri Begl Aglia, mother of Sultan AU 
iftllrza, her intrigues and misery, 1 40, 
141. •' 

Zulnuii (Sheikh), govemorof Uratippa, 
94. 
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^ifilniiin Beg Arghdn CMir)» his descent, 
26^, wn//*. Hi'* early life, 262. Re- 
pairs to Herat^ 262. Appointed by 
Suitan Hnsciii Mirza, governor of 
Ghtir, 263. Reduces the Hazaras 
and Nukderis. 264. Made governor 
of Zemin- Da wer and Farrali, 264. 
Honoured with the T6gh, 265. Rc- 
calTed to court, 265. Attaches him- 
self to Badhez-zeman, 265. Appointed 
to Kandahar, 215. 220. 266. Leaves 
Herat privately, 267. Arrives at 
Kandahar, 267. Receives Badi-es- 


zemdn, 199. 268. Attacked by Sultan 
Husoin, 269. Invades Khordsan, 271 • 
Besieges Herat, 272. Peace con- 
cluded, 273. Defeats Ibn Hu<$ein 
Mirza, 273. Ilis high reputation, 
274. IIU advice to hU son Moktmt 
216. Becomes prime minister of 
Herat, 275. Entitled ** Hezeber 
AllOi^pr “ I^ion of God,*' 275. De- 
feated made, prisoner, and slain by 
Sheibdni, 259. 275. HU character, 
as given by Buber, 275. 
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